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INTRODUCTION 



BY QEN. JAMES SHIELDS. 



In 1850, while the author of this work was on his 
death-bed, he placed in my hands a manuscript, with 
the contents of which I was then wholly unacquainted, 
with the injunction that after his decease I should have 
it published for the benefit of his family. He soon after 
departed this life, leaving his orphan children in a des- 
titute condition. . 

In compliance with his dying request, I made re- 
peated efforts to have the work published on terms that 
might secure some percentage to the orphans, but until 
my arrangements with the present publishers, all these 
efforts proved unsuccessful. By this arrangement the 
children will receive a liberal percentage on the sales of 
the work. 

The author, during his whole life, had very favorable 
opportunities for observing events and collecting infor- 
mation connected with the history of his State. He 
was yet a child when his parents emigrated to Illinois. 
On arriving at maturity he was there admitted to the 
bar, and practised his profession for many years with 
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very considerable success. He was afterwards elected 
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State, 
and discharged the duties of that responsible station 
with distinguished ability. Subsequently he was chosen 
Governor of the State, which was the last public office 
he held. From this o&ce he retired to private life, and 
during his retirement ptepared this history for publica- 
tion. His opinions of men and measures are very freely 
and unreservedly expressed ; but they may be regarded as 
the opinions of a man of strong feelings, who took such 
an active part in many of the scenes which he repre- 
sents, that it was impossible for hmi to describe them 
with ordinary moderation. 

I regret the severity of some of the author's judg- 
ments, and the censure wiih which he assails the char- 
acter of some of our pubUc men, who arc botli my per- 
sonal and political friends; but I feel it to be incimibent 
upon me, by the very nature and circumstances of the 
trust, not only to have the work publislied according to 
his injunction, for the purpose intended by him, but 
also to abstaiii from making any alteration in the text. 
I therefore give it to the public just as I received it 
from the hands of the author, and with the Mucere 
hope, for Uio sake of his dostiuiie chiKIren, that it may 
meet with an indulgent and generous reception. 

WAMimofOH, Fch. Sd, ISM. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

The author of this history has lived in Illinois from 
the year 1804 up to this time ; he attended the first ses- 
sion of the Legislature under the State government, at 
Kaskaskia, in 1818-'19 ; and has been present at every 
session from 1825 up to 1847. He has not only had the 
means of becoming acquainted with events and results, 
but with the characters and motives of those who were 
the most active in bringing them about, which is the 
hidden soul and most instructive part of history. The 
events of such a government as that of Illinois, and the 
men of its history, must necessarily be matters of small 
interest in themselves. But the author has been encour- 
aged to give some account of them by remembering 
that history is only philosophy teaching by examples ; 
and may, possibly, teach by smaU as well as large ones. 
Observation of the curious habits of small insects has 
thrown its light upon science, as much as the dissection 
of the elephant. Therefore, if any one is curious to see 
what very great things may be illustrated by very small 
matters, this book will give him some aid. 
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The aathor has written abont small events and little 
men for two reasons : first, there \ras nothing else in the 
history of Dlinois to write about : secondly, these small 
matters seemed best calculated to illustrate what he 
wanted to promulgate to the people. The historical 
events and personages herein recorded and described, are 
related and dehiic.iicii eravely and tnithfully; and by 
no means in a style of exaggeration, caricature, or rt>- 
mance, after the fastiion of Knickerbocker's amusing 
iiistory of Nt-w York ; but like a tale of romance, they 
are merely made a kind of thread upon which to string 
the author's speculations ; being his real, tiue, and genu- 
ine \ ii \vs. entertained as a man, not as a politician, con- 
ccmiug tlic practical operation of republican goveniment 
and the machinery party, in the new States oi" the NVost. 
He has not ventured to call his book a hislorif. for the 
reason that much heavy lumbenug matter, necessary to 
coiistituio it a coin|.l« te history, but oi no mierest to the 
general reader, has lieen omitted. Indeed, ever>- iiiNtory 
is apt to coiiiani much matter not only tins.nno to read. 
but iius. I111V..US to be rcmeral>ered ; and it is oiion the 
impmliialiU- ta.^k of the anii^manaii to busy hims»>lf in 
rakiu- aiul raixi'uUy s;ivni- from oblivion si^mo stuj ul 
or in is.- Ino vol IS ,.rvo of knowledge, which the good 
sense ot the cotcmjh.nuy geueiaiton of mankind had 
made thcin forget. 
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The account of our very unimportant mobs and wars, 
and particularly the Mormon wars, — ^in which the au- 
thor had the misfortune to figure in a small way him- 
self, — is here introduced, with the single remark, that 
little events are recorded with a minuteness and particu- 
larity which, it is hoped, will not tire, but will certainly 
astonish the reader, until he sees the great principles 
which they illustrate. The author has earnestly endeav- 
ored to be as faithful and impartial as he well could, 
considering that he was himself an actor in some of the 
scenes described. For the history of the last four years, 
embracing the term of his own administration of the 
State government, the most difficult period of our his- 
tory, he must bespeak some forbearance. The internal 
improvement system, the banks, the great plenty of 
money, had made every one morally drunk. The fail- 
ure of all these brought about a sobering process, which 
just began when the author came into office. The dif- 
ferent modes of relief for unparalleled calamity, brought 
about by unparalleled folly, which were proposed ; the 
hideous doctrine of repudiation, and its apposite of in- 
creasing the taxes to pay our just debts ; the everlasting 
intrigues of politicians with the Mormons ; the serious 
disturbances and mobs which these lead to ; and the 
strife between the north and the south about the canal, 
and their contests for power, were difficult subjects to 
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deal with. The author aimed to act positively, and not 
negatively, in all these matters, which brought him into 
fierce collision with many prominent men. He will go 
down to the grave satisfied, in his own mind, that he 
was right, and they wrong ; and therefore it may be, 
that he has not spoken so flatteringly of some of them 
as they may have wished. But he has set nothing 
down in malice. It is believed that many public men 
in Illinois aim to succeed only fOT the present, and have 
acted their parts, with no idea of being responsible to 
history ; and of course they have acted much worse than 
they would have done, bad tliey dreamed that history 
some time or other would record their selfish projects, 
and hand them down to another age. They were en- 
couraged, by their insignificance, to hope (<x oblivion ; 
and it is, perhaps, after all, not very fair to take tliem 
by surprise, by recording their miserable conduct, giving 
a small immortality to their littleness. 

In all those matters in which the author has figured 
personally, it will lie some relief to the reader to find, 
that he has not aitempted to blow himself up into a 
great man. Ho has no vanity of tliat sort ; and no one 
thinks more humbly of him tlian he does of himself. 
If he has been solicitous about anything concerning 
himself, it has been to be cxitsidered " a well-meaning 
sort of person ;" iliough ho knows tliat this, of all oth- 
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ers, is the most uncommon character in public life, and 
is the most despised by your men of rampant ambition. 
Insignificant as he may be, yet, during his public life, 
many volumes of billingsgate, in the newspaper style, 
have been written against him ; but he has all the time 
had the satisfaction of knowing his own errors and im- 
perfections better than did his revilers. And, like an 
Indian warrior about to be tortured, he could have point- 
ed out vulnerable places and modes of infliction which 
even the active, keen eye of malice itself failed to dis- 
cover. He has effectually abandoned all aim to succeed 
in public life in the future, having learned by long ex- 
perience that in the pursuit of public honors " the play 
is not worth the candle." He will therefore but little 
regard malicious criticisms which may be the effect of 
the remains of bad feelings excited by former contests ; 
being assured that no such criticisms can in any wise 
affect injuriously any of his plans for the future. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Pbokia, Illinois, April 12, ISil. 



HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Petition of the Territorial Legislature to Congress to be admitted into the Union— Bin 
reported by Judge Pope, the territorial Delegate— Amendments proposed by him — 
Boundaries of the State enlarged— Ordinance of 1787— Claim of Wisconsin to the 
fourteen northern counties — Reasons for extending the boundaries — Call of a Con- 
vention— Oonstltution adopted — E. K. Kane— Petition of the Covenanters— Organi- 
zation of the State Government— Governor Bond recommends the Canal to Lake 
Michigan— -Judge Foster^-Jndge Thomas— Le^slature of 1819— Code of laws— Re- 
moval of the Seat of Government to Vandalia — Origin of the name Vandalia — Char- 
acter of the people— Notice of the French villages and of the early American set- 
tlers—Schools, learned professions— The early preachers — Pursuits and business ot 
the people — ^Hieir ingenuity — Anecdote of James Lemon — Commerce — Money — 
Speculation— Banks in Ohio and Kentucky— General indebtedness — Money crisis — 
Creation of the State Bank of 1821 — 11» history— Col. Menard— John M'Lean— Judge 
Young— First duel— Judge Lockwood. 

In the month of January, 1818, a petition was received from 
the territorial Legislature of Illinois by Nathaniel Pope, the 
delegate in Congress, (now district judge,) praying for the ad- 
mission of the territory into the Union as an independent State. 
Judge Pope immediately brought the subject before Congress ; 
and at an early day thereafter was instructed, by the proper 
committee, to report a bill in pursuance of the petition. Ow- 
ing to the great amount of business which had matured, this 
bill was not acted on until the month of April, when it became 
a law, with certain amendments proposed by Judge Pope. 
The amendments were, 1st, to extend the northern boundary of 
the new State to the parallel of 42° 30' north latitude ; and, 
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2d, to apply the three per cent. fund, arising from the sales of 
the public lands, to the encouragement of learning, instead <rf 
the making of roads leading tr. the St;ito. as had been the caae 
on the admission of Ohio and Indiana. These important changes 
were proposed and carried througfa both houses of Congress 
l)_v .Juclt:c Pope, upon his own resptmaibility. The torrit.'rial 
Legislature had not potation. -.i for them ; no one at that time 
h.iviriL' suggested «r requested tli. making of them : but they 
met the unqualified approbation of the people of Illinois. 

By the Ordinance of 17n7. there were to be not less than 
thr ■!■, nor more tlian five States in the territory nortb-west of 
the ( »liio river. Tlie boundaries of these Sta?«»< were defined 
t>y that law. The three S-.4tes of (^hio, Indiana, and Dlinob 
w,rr 111 indude the whole tiTritory. and wiri» to be bounded by 
till' British possessions in i '.uia!.! on the north. But Congress 
reserved the power, il" lliey thereaAer should find it expedient, 
to form I'lu- or two St;it.-s in that part of the ttrritory which 
lit's north of an < .i>t and west lino drawn througfa the southerly 
bend ol' I^c Michigan. That line, it wa^ generally supposed, 
wa,H to be the north boundary of Illin.';*. Judge Pvijx'. seeing 
that the port of Chicago was north of that line^ and would be 
excluded by it friMii the Si.it, ; and that the Illinois and Michi- 
gan canal (wliich was ih^ contemplated) would isoio fivm 
t'lii«ii:o, to connect tlio groat northeru lake* with the Miasi»> 
sippi, and tlius be partly within and partly without the State of 
lilinoia, was tlionl>y led to a critical ovamination of the Ordi- 
uancv, wluch resulted in a olo.ir and satisl'actory conviotioo, 
that it was competent for Oongtvss to extend the boundariea 
ul' tlio new Slat.' aa far north as they pleased ; and he found 
no difficulty in ixniviiuing others of the correctness of his views. 

.\« it is now imderstood that the now State of \Vis,»n>!ii 
puta in a claim under the Ordinance to the founoen northern 
txumties in lUinoia, einbraoing the richest and hu>m populous 
part of the State, it may be \«-orth while to examine a liule 
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■whether Judge Pope and the Congress of 1818 were right in 
their conclusions. 

It appears that Congress retained the power, under the Ordi- 
nance, if they should thereafter deem it expedient, to establish 
a State north of Illinois, in that part of the north-western ter- 
ritory which lies north of the paraEel running through the 
southern bend of the Lake. Upon this provision is founded 
the claim of Wisconsin. But there is nothing in the Ordinance 
requiring such additional State to be formed of the territory 
north of that line. Another State might be formed in that dis- 
trict of country, but not o/it ; it need not necessarily include 
the whole. By extending the limits of Illinois north of the 
disputed line, Congress stiU had the power to make a new State 
in that district of country north of it, not including the portion 
given to Illinois. But the fallacy of the claim for Wisconsin 
is fiirther apparent from the facts, that the Ordinance establish- 
ed the northern limits of Illinois to extend to the British pos- 
sessions in Canada, in other words, to the northern boundary 
of the United States ; that the creation of a new State north 
of it, was made to depend upon the subsequent discretion of 
Congress, and upon their ideas of expediency. Undoubtedly, 
Illinois could have been limited to the southern bend of Lake 
Michigan. But Congress has never, as yet, established that line ; 
but, on the contrary, has established one upwards of fifty 
miles north of it, which line so established by Congress, the 
people of Wisconsin say is void, as being against the Ordi 
nance. If we take the ground assumed by Wisconsin as the 
true one, and admit that the line of 42° 30' is void, as being 
against the Ordinance, then it is plain that there is no northern 
limit to Illinois, except the British possessions in Canada ; thus 
making Illinois include all Wisconsin. If the people of Wis- 
consin can show that the line of 43^ 30' is void, they do not es- 
tablish any other ; their line was not established by the Ordi- 
nance ; that law merely authorized Congress to establish it if 
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they saw proper and deemed it expedient But Congress has 
never deemed it expedioit to establish it II^ therefore, the 
only line which CongresB ever did establish is void, then Illi- 
nois cannot be limited by a line which has never been establish- 
ed, but must extend to the northern boundary of the I nion, m- 
duding all Wisconsin- Premises from which such argumenta 
can fairly be drawn, must necessarily be suicidal to the claim 
of the new State of \\iso..n-iii, as they inevitably result in its 
annihilation, and in extending the jurisdiction of Illinois over 
the whole of ito territory. 

But there were other and much more wciphty mi*<.>iis for 
this change of boundary, which were ably and succeasfiilly urged 
by Judge Pope upon tbe attention of GMigress. It was^known 
that in all oonfedr rated republics there was danger of diasc^ 
tii>n. The great valley of ihe Mlv:!s.vij.j.i w)i> filling up with a 
numerous people : the original coniederacr had already ad- 
vanced westward a thousand mil(-«, arrtcvs tbe diain of moun- 
tains skirling tbe Atlantic : tbe adjoining States in the western 
o«3untry were watered by rivers ninniug from every point ■•!" 
the compass, converging lo a focus at the couftucnoe of the 
( )|iio and Miasiasippi at Cairo ; the waters of the Ohio, CVnn- 
berland and Tennessee rivers, carried mu<:li if tbe commenw 
of AInbanut and Tennessee, all of KeJiSucky, coDside.rabIe por 
tions of that of Viqjiuia, Peunsyh-ania. and New York, and the 
greater portion of the commerce of Ohio and Indiana, down by 
the Point at Ouro, (Niniato in the extrvme south of Illino ''.) 
where it would be met by tbe rommer(« to and InMa tbe lower 
Mississippi with all the Stales and territories to be ionned in 
the iiumen8i< country on the Missouri, and extending to the 
head waters of tbe Mississippi. Illinois had a co«.<t of 150 milrt 
on the Dhio river, and nearly as much on the Wabash : the 
Miswwipi'i was its wesieni boimdary fur the whole length of 
the Sliite ; the cv>nimer\x« of all the westt-m cynuitry was to pass 
by its shores, aitd would necwoarily come to a focus at the 
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mouth of the Ohio, at a point ■within this State, and within the 
control of Illinois, if, the Union being dissolved, she shoidd see 
proper to control it. It was foreseen that none of the great 
States in the west could venture to aid in dissolving the Union, 
without cultivating a State situate in such a -central and eom- 
mandiug position. 

What then was the duty of the national government 1 Illi- 
nois was certain to he a great State, with any boundaries which 
that government could give. Its great extent of territory, its 
imrivalled fertility of soil, and capacity for sustaining a dense 
population, together with its commanding position, would in 
course of time give the new State a very controlling influence 
' with her sister States situate upon the western rivers, either in 
sustaining the federal union as it is, or in dissolving it, and es- 
tablishing new governments. If left entirely upon the waters 
of these great rivers, it was plain that, in case of threatened 
disruption, the interest of the new State would be to join a 
southern and western confederacy. But if a large portion of 
it could be made dependent upon the commerce and navigation 
of the great northern lakes, connected as they are with the eastern 
States, a rival interest would be created, to check the wish for 
a western and southern confederacy. 

It therefore became the duty of the national government, not 
only to make Illinois strong, but to raise an interest inclining 
and binding her to the eastern and northern portions of the 
Union. This could be done only through an interest in the 
lakes. At that time the commerce on the lakes was small, but 
its increase was confidently expected, and indeed it has exceeded 
all anticipations, and is yet only in its infancy. To accomplish 
this object efiectually, it was not only necessary to give to Il- 
linois the port of Chicago and a route for the canal, but a con- 
siderable coast on Lake Michigan, with a country back of it 
sufficiently extensive to contain a population capable of exer- 
cising a decided influence upon the councils of the State. 
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Here would, therefore, be a laige commerce of the nortli, 
western, and centra] portions of the State afloat on the lakes, 
for it was then foreseen tiiat the canal would be made : and 
this alone would be like taming one of the many mouths of 
the Mississippi into Lake Midiigan at Chicago. A very large 
commerce of the centre and south would be found, both upon 
the lakes and the rivers. Associations in business, in interest, 
and of friendship would be formed, both widi the north and 
the south. A ^t.it<' thus situati-.!. having such a dedded in- 
-tcrest in the commerce, and in the preaervation of the whole 
confederacy, can never consent to diamion ; for the Union can- 
not be dissolved without a division and di^o^iption of the State 
itself. Th.>s<- views;, urged by Judge P<^>e, obtained the un- 
qualified assent of the statesmen of 181.^ ; and this feature of 
till' bill, for the hdmiaaaon of Dlinois into the Union, met the 
imanimoQS approbation of both hott<aes of Congress. 

These t'u-is and views are worthy to be recorded in history, 
as a stan.liii!; and perpetual call upon I!Hn<-.is;;uis .if evorv age 
to rcmeraber the great trust which has been r,^ p.-**-.! in theni, 
as the peculiar champions and guardians of the Union, by the 
great men nnd patriot sages who adorned and governed this 
country in the earlier and b^ter dayn of the republic. 

In pursiinnoe of this Act of Congrraa. a C'onvcntion was called 
in Illinois, in tho summer of lsi>. which ft>rmcd our praacttt 
Constitution. The principal member of it was Elias K. Kane, 
late a senator in (\.ii:;n-ss and now deceased, to whose fcil. nts 
we ore mostly indebted for the peculiar fMtnrcs of the C^m- 
stitution. Mr. Kane w:>s bom in the State of Now York, and 
was bred to tho proftarion of tho law. lie r<>movcd in early 
vouil. to Tennessee, where he rambled about for some timo, 
luui fmiilly settled in the ancient \nll«ge of Ka.skaskia, in Illinois, 
about tho >o.ir tsi5, when he was ab<»ut twenty year* oi" age. 
His talents were b.>th solid and brilliant. After being appointed 
SixTotrtry of Stnto uudor tho new j^nonimont, ho was eltx-ttxl 
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to the Legislature, from which he was elected and again re-elect- 
ed to the United States Senate. He died a member of that body, 
in the autumn of 1835 ; and in memory of him the County of 
Kane, on Fox river, was named, as was also the Cointy of 
Pope, on the Ohio river, in honor of Judge Pope, the able and 
faithful delegate in Congress from the Illinois territory. Dur- 
ing the sitting of the Convention of 1818, the Eeverend Mr. 
Wiley and his congregation, of a sect called Covenanters, in 
Randolph county, sent in their petition, asking that body to 
declare in the Constitution about to be made, that "Jesu&t 
Christ was the head of the government, and that the Holy 
Scriptures were the only rule of faith and practice." It does 
not appear by the journals of the Convention that this petition 
was treated with any attention ; wherefore the Covenanters have 
never yet fully recognized the State government They have 
looked upon it as " an heathen and unbaptized government" 
which denies Christ ; for which reason they have constantly re- 
fused to work the roads under the laws, serve on juries, hold 
any office, or do any other act showing that they recognize the 
government. For a long time they refused to vote at the elec- 
tions ; and never did vote imtil the election in 1824, when the 
question was, whether Illinois should be made a slave State, 
when they voted for the first time, and unanimously against 
slavery. In the election of members to the Convention, the 
only questions made before the people were, the right of the 
constituent to instruct his representative, and the introduction 
of slavery, which were debated with great earnestness during 
the canvass. 

The Constitution, as formed, required the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor to have been citizens of the United States 
for thirty years before their election. It also gave power to the 
governor to nominate, and the Senate to confirm, all officers 
whose appointments were not otherwise provided for by the 
Constitution ; the only exceptions to this rule being the judges 

2 
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of the supreme and inferior courts. State treasurer, and pablk 
printer. But motiTes of favor to particular [•. rs. .ns who were 
looked to I., hold office under the m w government, induced the 
Convintioii to moke ixociti-m* in both tluiw cases, whicb in 
the case of ;i| jx jitiu' nt- to office in the hands of the legialatnra, 
licc-anic tlic ^'(-ncral rule. 

Col. Pii rn- Menard, a Frenclunan, and :in old settler in the 
conntrv, was generally looked to lo fill tJio office of lieutenant 
f^ovornor ; but as he had i."t been naturalized until a year or 
so I'lforo. the Convi-ntion declared in a schedule to the Consti- 
tution, that any citixcn of the United S;.i;. « who had resided in 
the Siato for two years migiit be eligible t.> this office. 

It was expected that Skvlrach I^ i.d would be the first gov- 
emor ; and the Convention wislu>l to have Elijah C". Bcttt lor 
the first auditor of public accuunta, but as it w.is bdiered that 
(iovcmor Bond would ii"'. appoint him to the office, the Ooo- 
M-iition again declared in the s<.-)it-viul<' that "an auditor of pub- 
lic accounts, an attorney general, and ^^-h other offiwns of the 
St;ito as may be ncor^sary, may be appointed l<\ the General 
.VssoinMv." Tilt- C-'ii-iitutioii, .vs it sIixhI. vested a very large 
appointing power in the pvivcrnor; but for the purjxjse of get- 
ting one man into otruv, a total change was made, and the 
power vested in tli<> lcj;islaturt>. It was lor many yc.irs a quea- 
tion, what was an " olVK^ r of tlu; St.ii. , " \\ , r, S;.,;, s «ttor^ 
ni-_>s ol'iho cinniitv ? \V, n- the canal i\>inmiNM.>ncrs offic«n 
for tlio St;,t.- ! Tbo 1, i-i^Lmir.^ aAcrwards decided that all these 
won' Stnio oiVuvs, luid passed l:>\>s from time to time, vw-iiij; 
in tlii-ir own botly all tl»« ap[v.;niins powers tho\ cwuld Uy 
tlu ir hands on. In this mode th. v :ip|v.intt-d t«aal ivmmia- 
Kiomrs, fund .»nimiv.ion,r», commisaioners of the Ixianl »>r 
piil.lii' « .'I ks. Lank dinvtow fbr tho principal l»a«ks and bnuicb 
IS. canal .i-.i.ts St;n< s' attonu-ys. and all snorts of ...c> iui,> 
wiiicli wHMw.xl to Ih' nixv«siir\. Somoiiim-s such agents wei« 
n|'iH.iut«i by election, then again the legislatur* would pan a 
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law enacting them into office by name and surname. They 
contrived to strip the governor of all patronage not positively 
secured to him by the Constitution ; such as the appointment 
of a secretary of State, and the filling of vacancies during the 
recess of their sessions. At first the legislature contented them- 
selves vrith the power to elect an auditor and attorney general. 
The governor appointed all the States' attorneys, the recorders 
of counties, aU State officers and agents occasionally needed, 
and many minor county officers. But in the administration of 
Governor Duncan he was finally stripped of all patronage, ex- 
cept the appointment of notaries public and public administra- 
tors. Sometimes one legislature, feeling pleased with the gov- 
ernor, would give him some appointing power, which their 
successors would take away, if they happened to quarrel with 
him. This constant changing and shifting of powers, from one 
co-ordinate branch of the government to another, which rendered 
it impossible for the people to foresee exactly for what purpose 
either the governor or legislature were elected, was one of the 
worst features of the government. It led to innumerable in- 
trigues and corruptions, and for a long time destroyed the har- 
mony between the executive and legislative departments. 
And all this was caused by the Convention of 1818, in the at- 
tempt to get one man into an office of no very considerable 
importance. 

According to general expectation, Shadrach Bond was elected 
the first governor, and commenced his term of four years in 
October, 1818. Governor Bond was a native of Maryland, 
was bred a farmer, and was a very early settler amongst the 
pioneers of the Illinois territory. He settled on a farm in the 
Aiperican Bottom, ia Monroe County, near the Eagle Creek. 
He was several times elected to the territorial legislature, and 
once a delegate to represent the territory in Congress. He was 
also receiver of public moneys at Kaskaskia, but was never 
elected or appointed to any other office after his term as gov- 
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ernor. 



Indeed, of the seven first goremors of Dlinob mHj on< 
has IV. r held any ofBce ancethe expiration of their respectivi 
tenns of service ; though 1 believe they have all, except myseU 
tried to obtain some other office. Governor Bond was a sob 
Btantial, farm, r-lik. man, of strong, plain cmiiion s^ns*-. will 
but little pretensions to learning or general infomutkm. H< 
■was a well-madi-. w, ll-*i t, sturdy gentleman, and what is re 
markablc at this day, his !ir-t meaaage (•> the legialatare coo 
tains a strmi;; recommendation in favor of the lUinms an<i 
Michigan canal. At that early day the people north of Kas 
kii>kia, then the seat . i"g«vcni:nont, w.to northern people, aad 
in favi.r of northern int. rests. The inhabited parts of the Stat« 
tlii 11 cxtoii.lixl north, a little above .\lton ; and at that time tk 
people of Ka ! Ij (.. Monroe, St. Clair and Madiwm, then north 
em I'lit now southern ix>un(:i-s, were as anxious for the canal w 
th. people of Lasallo have be«i ^in.v In like maiinor when 
tiie seat of govemmout was removed, first (o Vandalia, and 
nficrwards to S| ringfield, the p.-^ij.lo north of those plac«a, i* 
hinviivrlv, whilst the si-at of govenuneut rvuuuned at tbem 
wt-n- in favKr of tlie raiial and uorthoni interests; but when re 
inoviil fmni Vanda'i.a to Spring6eld, the northern men betweei 
S|>rinsri.'lil and Vanilalia were immediately ccnverted intc 
Soiiili riur.i, and luo^t of them p^■e^ afterwards opposed tb< 
canal. Ii seems tliat an imaginary east and west line will, ii 
tlio imagination of p'' ticians, be drawn thrv>iis;h the seat ol 
^ov.-niuifiit, aii.l all north of it will be north, and all south ol 
it will be south, with some triflinii oxo-ptions. tiovcnior Bow 
died about tho \oar ISJM ; and lor him was named the count] 
of Hoiul, 1\ ini; on the wators ol" Sht^ Oxx-k. 

Tlu> legislature was ixMnoiusi at Ka-kii-.k.a in ^Vti>!>,r, ISI^ 
and onrinifcl the jp>voniiiioiit by the election of .losoph Phi) 
ips to Ih« olii.'f jiistiiv, niomiis l\ Brown and John K<-vnoldt 
and William l\ Fostvr aasorlato jusli(«s of tlio SuprxMiu- Court 
Judges Drv>wn aitd Keyuolds n ill U< sjxAcn \)f \wi\iii\<T. Phil 
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ips had been a captain in the regular army, and was afterwards 
appointed secretary of State of the territory ; and, being a 
lawyer and a man of high order of talent, was therefore elected 
chief justice. Being afterwards a candidate for governor and 
defeated, he left the State in such disgust as defeat is apt to 
inspire, and went to reside in Tennessee, where he is yet alive. 
Foster, who was elected one of the judges, was almost a total 
stranger in the country. He was a great rascal, but no one 
knew it then, he having been a citizen of the State oiily for 
about three weeks before he was elected. He was no lawyer,' 
never having either studied or practised law ; but he was a man 
of winning, polished manners, and was withal a very gentle- 
manly swindler, from some part of Virginia. It might be said 
of him, as it was of Lambro, " he was the mildest mannered 
man that ever scuttled ship or cut a throat, with such true 
breeding of a gentleman, that you never could divine his real 
thought." He was believed to be a clever fellow, in the 
American sense of the phrase, and a good-hearted soul. He 
was assigned to hold courts in the circuit on the Wabash ; 
but being fearful of exposing his utter incompetency, he never 
went near any of them. In the course of one year he resigned 
his high office, but took care first to pocket his salary, and 
then removed out of the State. He afterwards became a noted 
swindler, moving from city to city, and living by swindling 
strangers, and prostituting his daughters, who were very beau- 
tiful. 

Ninian Edwards, now no more, and Jesse B. Thomas, who 
at this time resides in the State of Ohio, were elected our first 
senators in Congress. Elias K. Kane was appointed secretary 
of State, Daniel P. Cook was elected the first attorney general, 
Elijah C. Berry auditor of public accounts, and John Thomas 
State treasurer. Under the auspices and guidance of these 
names, was Illinois launched on her career of administration, 
as an independent State of the American Union. Among these 
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gentlemen, I will at this time speak of Judge Thomas only. 
He is first distinctly known when he resided in the tenitarj 
of Indiana, and was a member of the territorial legislature at 
the time Indiana territory included all the Illinois oountiy. 
William Biggs and John M.-^»<iil'.t. of St. Qair county, rep- 
resented the Illinois country in that legislature, and were de- 
sirous to obtain a division of that territory, aid to et«* a 
separate territorial government for litinois. Hie Indiana leg- 
islature then met at Vinoennea, a town on the Wabash, for 
which reason it was Ion:; aAerwards, by the vulgar, known by 
the name of the '• Vinton lepitlater ;" and the laws of the ter- 
ritory during that period were called the law- of the " Yioaaa 
legislater." The lllinoisians wanted a legislature of their own 
to meet at Kaskaskia, then vulgarly known by the name of 
" Kusky." a corruption and contraction of the real name. 
Whether the territory ooold be divided or not. depended upon 
the election of a delegate to Congress. The Dlinoinans were 
anxious to eletA one ftvorable to a division, and they selected 
Mr. Thomas for this purpose. But being determined not to 
be cheated, they made him give his bond to be in fiivor of a 
division. With the aid of the Dlinois vote and his own, Mr. 
Thomas had a bare ni.<jorily. and was elected. True to his 
pledges and his IwnJ, Mr. Thom.is procured a division of the 
ferriiorv, the erection of a separate territorial government for 
Illinois, and came homo with Qto appointment of one of the 
judge!)hi|ts oi" the supreme court of the now torritorj- for him- 
self. .Iiulco Thomas then removed to Dlinois. where he con- 
tinuotl to be one of the ju.lir.-s durini; the existcnoe of the tor- 
ritorj-. Ho was elected from St Oair county a member of the 
('onMniioii which lornunl the Const ituiion, and had the honor 
to bo ohoson president of that Invly. Ho wa-s twice elected to 
the I'nitiHl Sijii.-s Sonato. and in tJ»o yew 18-27 left the Sj.ito 
to reside in t>liio. Durim; his «onatorial oareer, he was a gi«at 
ftvorite with WUliam H. Crawford, the secretary of the treas- 
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ury, and was a warm advocate of Mr. Crawford's election to 
the presidency ; but after Mr. Adams was declared to be elected 
by the House of Representatives, he came over to the support 
of Mr. Adams' administration. He was a large, affable, good- 
looking man, with no talents as a public speaker ; but he was 
a man of tact, an adroit and winning manager. It was a maxim, 
with him, that no man could be talked down with loud and bold 
words, " but any one might be whispered to death." 

It appears by the journals of this first legislature that a 
committee was appointed to contract for stationery, who re- 
ported that they had purchased a sufficient stock at the cost of 
$13 50. For every dollar then paid, we now pay hundreds 
for the same articles ; but this was in the days of real frugality 
and economy, and before any of the members had learned the 
gentlemanly art of laying in, from the public stock, a year or 
two's supply at home. The assembly having organized the 
State government and put it in motion, adjourned, to meet again 
in the winter of 1818-'19. At this adjourned session a code 
of statute law was passed, mostly borrowed from the statutes 
of Kentucky and Virginia. Upon examining the laws of that 
day, it wiU be seen that they are generally better drawn up 
than those which were passed at a later and more enlightened 
period. The members were mostly ignorant and unpretending 
men ; there was then some reverence for men of real knowl- 
edge and real abilities ; the world was not then filled with au- 
dacious and ignorant pretenders ; and the sensible and unpre- 
tending members were content to look to men of real talents 
and learning to draw their bUls. But in these days of empir- 
icism and quackery in all things, when every ignorant pretender 
who has the luck to " break" into the legislature imagines him- 
self to be a Lycurgus or a Moses, very few good laws have been 
made,; and those which have, were drawn by men of talents 
who were not members, for the most part. 

But this code, as a whole, did not stand long. For many 
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sessions afterwards, in Cict until the new revisiwi in 1827, aD 
the standard laws were regularly changed and altered CTcry two 
years, to suit the ta-t.- and whim of every new legislature. For 
a long time the rage for amending and altirinp was so great, 
that it was said to be a good thing that the Holy Scriptures did 
not have to come before the Legislature ; f r that body would 
be certain to aJt.r and amend them, so tliat no one could tell 
what was or was n^.t tli.- word of God, any more than could 
be told what was or was not the law of the State. A aeaaoo 
of the legislature was like a great firo in the boundlew prairies 
of the State ; it consumed everything. And again, it was like 
the genial breath of spring, making all things new. 

One of the most remarkable laws < f ihU first code was the 
act concerning negroes and mnlattoes. It is to be observed 
tli.it the onlinance of Congreffi of the year 1 TifC, and the deed 
of cession i>f the country from Vii^nia, were interpreted so as 
to sciHirt? the French «< tilers in a right to their alavi-s and 
the legislatuns of the ii. ii i.;a and Olinois territorii's had passed 
laws allowing a qualified introiluciion of slii>-ery. For inrtanoe, 
it had been oJia.t«-d that eniisrRiiit--» to the country might bring 
their slaves n ii)i them, and if the dares, being of Uwful age 
to consent, would go before the clerk of a county, and volun- 
tarily sign an itnliMitiiro to vrvc iluir ma^er for a term of 
years, they should bo held to a specific perforauuioe of their 
ooiitnut.i. If tlioy n riis.-tl to giv« audi cons, nt, th.ir masters 
might ri'inovc them o«it of the t«rritorr in siviy dava. The 
iliil.ln n of -mil slav<«, being under ibe age of consent, wight 
bo taken U'fore an officer and registered : and then they wei» 
bound by those laws to servo their ntastcn until they wew 
thirt\ -t» .< years oUl. Siich skvM were thcQ called indeatur«d 
and r»>v'ister«^l m^rvaiita ; the Prtwoh nogroM wow cwllod slavwi. 
Many servants and alavea wore h.-Kl under these law*, but 
the iiuinlKT of negroes was ver> small, compared with the num- 
ber of the white iuhabitauta. Nevertliel.'Ks, this firs! l<^slatttT« 
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re-enacted in Illinois all the severe and stringent laTrs to be 
found in a slave State, where the number of negroes was equal 
to, or greater than the number of white people, and where such 
severity might be necessary to prevent rebellion and servile 
war. For instance, it was enacted that no negro or mulatto 
should reside in the State untU he had produced a certificate of 
freedom, and given bond, with security, for good behavior, and 
not to become a county charge. No person -wan to harbor or 
hire a negro or mulatto who had not complied with the law, 
under the penalty of five hundred dollars fine. All such free 
negroes were to cause their families to be registered. Every 
negro or mulatto not having a certificate of freedom, was to 
be deemed a runaway slave ; was liable to be taken up by any 
inhabitant ; committed by a justice of the peace ; imprisoned 
by the sheriff; advertised ; sold for one year ; and, if not 
claimed within that time, was to be considered a free man, un- 
less his master should afterwards reclaim him. Any person 
bringing a liegro into the State, to set him free, was liable to a 
fine of two hundred dollars. Eiots, routs, unlawful assemblies, 
and seditious speeches of slaves, were to be punished with 
stripes, not exceeding thirty-nine, at the discretion of any jus- 
tice of the peace ; also, slaves were to be punished with thirty- 
five lashes for being found ten miles from- home without a pass 
from their master ; also, it was made lawful for th^ owner of 
any dwelling or plantation to give, or order to be given, to 
any slave or servant coming upon his plantation, ten lashes upon 
his bare back ; and persons who should permit slaves and ser- 
vants to assemble for dancing or revelling, by night or day, 
were to be fimed twenty dollars. It was made the duty of all 
sheriflTs, coroners, judges, and justices of the peace, on view of 
such an assemblage, to commit the slaves to jail, and to order 
each one of them to 'be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes, on the bare back, to be inflicted the next day, unless 
the same should be Simday, and then on the next day after. 

2* 
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In all eases where free persons were punishable by fine under 
the criminal Uws of the Stat^. servants were t., be punished by 
whipping, at the rate of twenty lashes for every eight d.-llars 
fine. No per»jn was to buy of, sell t- .. or trade with a slave r 
servant, without the cn-^iit of his master; and for so doing. 
was to forfeit four times the value of the article bought, sold, 
or traded. Lazy and disorderly servant* were to be corrected 
by stripes, on the order of a justice of the peace, 

Thef e provisions have been continued in aU the reviaons of 
the law since made, and are now the Uw of the land, it was 
partly the -Ljii t of these laws t.. prevent free negroes ftwm be- 
coming miiiKr..ii« in the S- /. . by dij-»ura!rii!2 their settlement 
here, and discouraging nil iway slaves from coining to Illinois, 
to become fr«e ; and when we consider the importance, for dte 
purposes of harmony and good govommeot, of preserving a 
bomogeneons diaracter amoogat the pet^e, such an object nriis 
a wine one. But fur what purpose s'l. h sovi riiies were de- 
nounced againM slaves and servants, when their numbers were 
so few that they could not be dangerous, cnn only be coojee- 
tured. 'Die most plausible accoui-.: of the matter may be, that 
as the early legislators were from the slave St.ttes ; they im- 
ported this law, as diey did others, without considering its want 
of application to the condition <>t' the country. In the same 
miuuier, we find early laws imported from the slave Si.ite<i for 
the iniiHt-tioii of hemp and t.'Ki.x-.'. when there «.»-; neither 
hemp nor tobacco raised in the country. And no doubt the 
feoliiii! and habit of ilt>iiiiimti<>ii over the '■'.ive arauired in a 
alave Si.it.-, and brought l>y the seltJen into a ftw one, had ito 
full share of infliiciKv. Tlu>o laws would haw been modified 
or repealed long oi^> this, if it had not been I'-r the alnflitioa 
cxoitemont of modem times, which haa made it dangerous to 
tlu> popularity of politioiaiis to propiwe th.ir repc«l, since such 
a proiHwitioii miiihi indicate a leaning t.. that unpopular party. 
But as it is the severe points of them ar<> now, and for a long 
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time past have been, a dead letter upon the pages of the statute 
book, there being no instance, within the memory of the pres- 
ent generation, of putting them in force. 

This legislature also provided for the removal of the seat of gov- 
ernment from the town of Kaskaskia, the ancient seat of empire 
for more than one hundred and fifty years, both for the French 
and American inhabitants. C!ommissioners were appointed to 
select a new site, who made choice of a place, then in the midst 
of the wilderness, on the Kaskaskia river, north-east of the set- . 
tlements, which they called " Vandalia." After the place had 
been selected, it became a matter of great interest to give it 
a good sounding name, one which would please the ear, and at 
the same time have the classic merit of perpetuating the mem- 
ory of the ancient race of Indians by whom the country had 
first been inhabited. Tradition says that a wag who was pres- 
ent, suggested to the commissioners that the " Vandals" were 
a powerful nation of Lidians, who once inhabited the banks of 
the Kaskaskia river, and that " Vandalia," formed from their 
name, would perpetuate the memory of that extinct but re- 
nowned people. The suggestion pleased the commissioners, 
the name was adopted, and they thus proved that the name of 
their new city (if they were fit representatives of their con- 
stituents) would better illustrate -the character of the modem 
than the ancient inhabitants of the coujitry. 

In the year 1818, the whole people numbered about forty- 
five thousand souls. Some two thousand of these were the 
descendants of the old French settlers in the villages of Kaskas- 
kia, Prairie Du Rocher, Prairie Du Pont, Cahokia, Peoria, and 
Chicago. These people had fields in common for farming, and 
farmed, built houses, and lived in the style of the peasantry in 
old France an hundred and fifty years ago. They had made 
no improvements in anything, nor had they adopted any of 
the improvements made by others. They were the descend- 
ants of those French people who had first settled the country, 
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more than a hundred and fifty years before, under LasaDe, Ib- 
berville, and the priests Alvarez, Rasles, Gravier, Pinet, Marest, 
and others, and such as subsequently jtiiued them &om New 
Orleans and Canada ; and they now formed all that remained of 
the (inco proud empire which Ixiuis XIN .. king of France, and 
the regent Duke of Orleans, had intended to plant in the Dli- 
nois country. TTie original settlers had many of them inter- 
married with the native Indiana, and some of the descendants 
of these partook of the wild, roving disposition of the savage, 
united to the politeness and courtesy of the Frenchman, b 
the year 181 S. and for many years before, the crews of keel 
1">als on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers were fimu>hed from 
the I'renchnien of this st< x.k. M.'Uiy of them spent a g^reat part 
of their tinio. in the sprini; and &11 8casc>ns, in paddling their 
canoes up and do\ni the rivers and lakes in the river bottoms, 
on hunting exi-ursions. in pjirsuit of detr. fiir, and wild fowl, 
and gcmrally returned home well loaded with skins, fur. and 
feathers, which were with them the great staples of trade. 
Tlioso who stnyetl at home, contented themselves with culti- 
vating a few acres of Indian com, in their c>ommon fielda, for 
bread, and provi.lini; a supply <■!' pmirie hay for their cattle 
and horses. >'o genuine PVeochman, in tho«ie dayss ever wore 
a hut, cap, or coat. TTie heads of bolh men and women werx> 
i\>v.ri\l with Mii.lris it.iion handkcrciiioiH, which were tied 
around, in the fashion of night-eapc. For an upper covering 
of the body the men won' a l>l.inket garment, called a "eapot," 
(pronounced caj.jH.) with a cap to it at the Lack of the neck, 
to bo dr.iwn over tlu- head for a protection in cold weather, or 
in warm weatlu r to he thmwn Uck upon the sluxiMors in the 
fasliion of ac«p<<. Notwitlisiaiuling this people had been so 
loiii; sepaniltHl hv nn iniinense wildomi^w from oiviliaed so- 
riety, tliey still ntjiiiuvl all the suavity and politonc«is of their 
rnee. And it is n ninarkable fin i. that the roughest hunter and 
iHwUunn amongst them could at any time appear in a hM. 
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room, or other polite and gay assemUy, with the carriage and 
hehavior of a ■well-bred gentleman. The French women were 
remarkable for the sprightliness of their conversation and the 
grace and elegance of their manners. And the whole popula- 
tion lived lives of alternate toil, pleasure, innocent amusement, 
and gaiety. 

Their horses and cattle, for want of proper care and food 
for many generations, had degenerated in size, but had acquired 
additional vigor and toughness ; so that a French pony was a 
proverb for strength and endurance. These ponies were made 
to draw, sometimes one alone, sometimes two together, one 
hitched before the other, to the plough, or to carts made en- 
tirely of wood, the bodies of which held about double the con- 
tents of the body of a common large wheel-barrow. The oxen 
were yoked by the horns instead of the. neck, and in this mode 
were made to draw the plough and cart. Nothing like reins 
were ever used in driving ; the whip of the driver, with a han- 
dle about two feet, and a lash two yards long, stopped or guided 
the horse as effectually, as the strongest reins. 

The French houses were mostly biiilt of hewn timber, set 
upright in the ground, or upon plates laid upon a wall, the in- 
tervals between the upright pieces being filled with stone and 
mortar. Scarcely any of them were more than one story high, 
with, a porch on one or two sides, and sometimes all around, 
with low roofs extending with slopes of different steepness from 
the comb in the centre to the lowest part of the porch. These 
houses were generally placed in gardens, surrounded by fruit- 
trees of apples, pears, cherries, and peaches ; and in the villages 
each enclosure for a house and garden occupied a whole block 
or square, or the greater part of one. Each village had its 
Catholic church and priest. The church was the great place 
of gay resort on Sundays and holidays, and the priest was the 
adviser and director and companion of all his flock. The peo- 
ple looked up to him with affection and reverence, and he upon 
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them with oompassion and tenderness. He was ever readj to 
sympathize with them in all their sorrows, enter into all their 
joys, imd counsel them in all th.ir perplexities:. Manv good 
Protestant ministers, who stoutiv believed these Catholic prier s 
to be the emissaries •>!' Satan, would hare dorx- well to imitate 
their simple-hearted goodness to the members of their 6od(8L 

The American inhabitants were chiefly from Kentucky, A'ir- 
ginia, and Pennsylvania. S^me of them had been the officers 
and soldiers under General Ot-<-,rtri' Ropers Clark, who conquer- 
ed the country from the British in 1T7-. and they, with others 
who afterwards followed them, maintained their position in 
the country during the Indian wars in Ohio and Indiana in the 
times of Ilnrmar, .St. Clair, and Wayne. This handfiil of peo- 
ple, being incrcAscd in the whole to about twelve thousand 
souls, l>y sulis,Hjuent emigration, with the aid of one company 
of regular s..ldiera, dcfon.K-.! themselr.s and their ».n!elnents, 
during the war of 181*2. again^-t tht- then numerous and p-^wer- 
ful nati..ii-i of the Kickapooa, Sacs, and Fovi^s. P.ttawattomies 
and Shawnecs, and even made l).>-til.< cjipeditions into the hc«Tt 
of their territories, burning their vilUp:-, and dcfe.-kt rj and 
driving them from the cuntry. In the year ISIS, the -^.-itled 
part of the Slate extended a little n-rth of £dvanls\-illo and 
Alton ; south, along the M " «i|.|>i to the niouth of the Ohio; 
east, in the dinvtion of Csirlx-slo to the Walvish : and down the 
Wabash and the Ohio, t.. the nunith vf the last-named river. 
But llu r.' was yet a very large uns^^ltltxi wililonur^s; tract of 
ivuintry, within th.>9e bifundaries Ixii^ bet<re«'n the Kaskaskia 
riv.r and tJie WaUsh; and Wtwwn the K.i.skaskia and the 
Ohio, of ilir,v days' journey acrvvw it, Tliere wew no soboola 
in Uie c.u.ty, oxwj.t for reading, writing, and arithmetic, and 
one school f.>r (mrv.-\ ing and book-kecpn.::. The lawyers and 
jmifessional men eanie fKuu al.rxvid. rroaohoTs of the g<«jH>l 
tre,iuently sprung up fKini the Knly of the poopi© «t bon.e, 
without previous training, ewvpt in i\-ligioua excmsos and in 
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the study of the Holy Scriptures. In those primitive times it 
was not thought to be necessary that a teacher of religion 
should he a scholar. It was thought to be his business to preach 
from a knowledge of the Scriptures alone, to make appeals warm 
from the heart, to paint heaven and hell to the imagination of 
the sinner, to terrify him with the one, and to promise the 
other as a reward for a life of righteousness. However igno- 
rant these first preachers may have been, they could be at no 
loss to find congregations stUl more ignorant, so that they were 
still capable of instructing some one. Many of them added to 
their knowledge of the Bible, a diligent perusal of Yoimg's 
Night Thoughts, Watts' hymns, Milton's Paradise Lost, and 
Hervey's Meditations, a knowledge of which gave more com- 
pass to their thoughts, to be expressed in a profiisej flowery lan- 
guage, and raised their feelings to the utmost height of poetical 
enthusiasm. 

Sometimes their sermons turned upon matters of controver- 
sy ; unlearned arguments on the subject of free grace, baptism, 
free wiU, election, feith, good works, justification, sanctification, 
and the final perseverance of the saints. But that in which they 
excelled, was the earnestness of their words and manner, leav- 
ing no doubt of the strongest conviction in their own minds, 
and in the vividness of the pictures which they drew of the in- 
effable blessedness of heaven, and the awful torments of the 
wicked in the fire and brimstone appointed for eternal punish- 
ment. These, with the love of God to sinful men, the sufferings 
of the Saviour, the dangerous apathy of sinners, and exhorta- 
tions to repentance, fiimished themes for the most vehement 
and passionate declamations. But above all, they continually 
inculcated the great principles of justice and sound morality. 

As many of these preachers were nearly destitute of learning 
and knowledge, they made up in loud hallooing and violent ac- 
tion what they lacked in information. And it was a matter of 
astonishment to what length they could spin out a sermon em. 
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bracing only a few ideas. The merit of s sermon was meas- 
ured somewhat by the length of it, by the flowery language of 
the speaker, and by his vociferation and violent gestures. Nov- 
crtheless, these first preachers were of incalculable benefit to 
the country. Hiey inculcated justice and morality, and to the 
sanction of the highest human motives to regard them, added 
those which arise from a belief of the greatest conceivable 
amount of future rewards and punishment*. Tbey were truly 
patriotic also ; for at a time when the country was so poor 
that no other kind of ministry could have been maintained in 
it, they preached without charge to the people, working week 
days to aid the scanty charities of their flocks, in fiimishing 
theiiisrlvi-s with a "u^uiti. T living. Tliey believed with a posi- 
tive eortainty that thov saw the souls of men ru>hiiig to per- 
dition ; nnd tlioy -t. i>|-.-.i forward to warn and to s;iv,-, with 
all the enthusiasm and self-devotion of a goierous man who 
risks his own life to save his neighbor from drowning. And 
to them are wc indebted for the first Christian character of the 
rrotestant portion of this people. 

The loiii.', loud, and violent declamations of these early 
proaehers, seemed to be well adapted to the taste of tiM in- 
habitanto. lu course of time their style became the standard 
of popular eloquence. It »:is adopted by lawy«>s at the bar, 
and by politicians in their public harangues ; and to this dav. 
in some of the old si'ttUyl [xiri* of the Staio, no one i<awx>unted 
nn orator unless he can s<>n\o»hat imitate thunder in his stvlc 
of public speaking. From hiiux\ also, comw the vulgar notion 
that any iH'llowin;: fellow, with a prt.l'usion of flower)' bombaat, 
is a ■ smart man," a man of talents, fit to make lav»s, govern 
the iMuiitry, mid orijilnnte its |H>lioy. "nie public exemsea in 
religion were greatly aid.xl by the loud and wild music made 
l.y the singing of untutorcl >oi»vs. He whs oonaidered the 
beht sing<r, who could wake up the «\-htx>s to his vwce tmra 
the greatest distance, in tlto deep woods around ; so that in pjt>. 
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cess of time, when the New England smging masters hegan to 
establish singing schools, many people looked upon their scien- 
tific and chastened performances with perfect scorn. One of 
these itinerant teachers of music called his scholars together, 
they being large, loud-voiced young men and women, trained 
to sing at camp meetings^ As he stood out in their midst, and 
began a tune in a low, melodious voice, sawing the air with his 
hand, to beat the time, sliding gracefully about the room, after 
the fashion of a singing master, his scholars lifted up their loud 
voices, and struck into the tune before him, overwhelming him 
with a horrible din of sound, such as he had never heard be- 
fore, drowning his feeble voice and his fine music, both together. 
The scholars were vastly pleased with their own performance, 
and held that of their teacher in utter contempt. Whereupon, 
they all concluded with one accord, that each one of them was 
already far superior to his teacher, and the school broke up. 

The pursuits of the people were agricultural. A very few 
merchants supplied them with the few necessaries which could 
not be produced or manufactured at home. The farmer raised 
his own provisions ; tea and coflee were scarcely used< except 
on some grand occasions. The farmer's sheep furnished wool 
for his winter clothing ; he raised cotton and flax for his sum- 
mer clothing. His wife and daughters spun, wove, and made 
it into garments. A little copperas and indigo, with the bark 
of trees, ftimished dye stuffs for coloring. The fur of the rac- 
coon, made him a hat or a cap. The skins of deer or of his 
cattle, tanned at a neighboring tan-yard, or dressed by himself 
made him shoes or moccasins. Boots were rarely seen, even 
in the towns. And a log cabin, made entirely of wood, with- 
out glass, nails, hinges, or locks, furnished the residence of many 
a contented and happy family. The people were quick and in- 
genious to supply by invention, and with their own hands, the 
lack of mechanics and artificers. Each farmer, as a general 
thing, built his own house, made his own ploughs and harness, 
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bedsteads, chain, stooU, cupboards, and tables. The carts and 
wagons for hauling, were generally made without iron, without 
tires, or boxes, and were run without Ur, and might be heard 
creaking as tlu-y lumbered along the roads, for the distance of 
a mile or more. 

As an example of the talents of this people to supply all de- 
ficiciKie^, and provide atra:ii»i U'tl.l. i.ts by a ready invcndon, 
the fullowing anecdote N rt-iat.-J of James Lemon, one of the 
old sort of baptist preachers^ formerly of Monroe county, but 
111 .w deceased. Mr. Lemon was a iarmer. and made all lus own 
harness. The collars for hL- horses were made of straw or com 
husks, plaited and sewed t<<i.'> tin r by himaeUl Being engaged 
in breaking a piece of stubble ground, aiiJ having turned out 
for dinner, be left his luinn-s.-' on the beam of his plough. His 
son, a wild youth, who was employed with a pitchfork to dear 
the plough of the accumulating Miilibif. staid behind, and hid 
one of ilic li< >rs<' collars. This be did that be might rest whilst 
his fiithor made a new ooUar. But the old num. returning in 
tho afti-nioon and mifv^jng hi-> collar, mused for a few minutes, 
and then, very much to the disappointment of hs truant »an. 
Ill- (Iclibomtely pulled off his leather l>ri-tx-ho$. stuffed the legs 
of tliem with stubblei, straddled them across tho neck of his 
horse for a collar, and ploughed the remainder of tho day, as 
bare-legged as he came into the world. In a more oiriliaed 
t-t.uiitn . \\lu'rx> tlio people are bettor acquainted with the great 
laws which i»iitr«>l tho >liviaion of labor, a half day would have 
btH.>u lost ill prxiviiliiig I'or such a mishap. 

Such a thing a.s regular ct^uiinoroe was nearly unknown. 
Until lf*n. ovorytbing of ior.ij?» growth or manu&oture had 
Ikoii brought Irvim Niw (.Vl>.nj\s in keel boat^ U^wed with n,>jss 
or imsluyl with |R>los. by tlie harxly race of boatmen of that 
(lay. up the current of tho Mississippi ; or oIn<> wajfoiusl arrxtss 
the mountaius iK.m riiil.uKli.lii.i to Pittsburgh, and from thenoa 
fluatcil down tho Ohio to its mouth in kwl boats ; and from 
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there shoved, pushed, and towed up the Mississippi, as from. 
New Orleans. Upon the conclusion of the war of 1812 the 
people from the old States began to come in, and settle in the 
country. They brought some money and property with them, 
and introduced some changes in the customs and modes of liv- 
ing. Before the war, such a thing as money was scarcely ever 
seen in the country, the skins of the deer and raccoon supplying 
the place of a circulating medium. The money which was now 
brought in, and which had before been paid by the United 
States to the militia during the war, turned the heads of all the 
people, and gave them new ideas and aspirations ; so that by 
1819 the whole country was in a rage for speculating in lands 
and town lots. The States of Ohio and Kentucky, a little be- 
fore, had each incorporated a batch of about forty independent 
banlcs. The Illinois territory had incorporated two at home, 
one at Edwardsville and the other at Shawneetown ; and the 
territory of Missouri added two more, at St. Louis. These 
banks made money very plenty ; emigrants brought it to the 
State in great abundance. The owners of it had to use it in 
some way ; and as it could not be used in legitimate commerce 
in a State where the material for commerce did not exist, the 
most of it was used to build houses in towns which the limited 
business of the .country did not require, and to purchase land 
which the labor of the country was not sufficient to cultivate. 
This was called " developing the infant resources of a new 
country." 

The United States government was then selling land at two 
dollars per acre ; eighty dollars on the quarter section .to be 
paid down on the purchase, with a credit of five years for the 
residue. For nearly every sum of eighty dpUars there was in 
the country, a quarter section of land was purchased ; for in 
those days there were no specie circulars to restrain unwar- 
rantable speculations ; but, on the contrary, the notes of most 
of the numerous banks in existence, were good in the publio 
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land offices. Tbe amount of land thus purchased, waa increased 
by the general expectation that the rapid aettlement of the 
country would enable the speculator to sell it for a high price, 
before the expiration of the credit This great abundance of 
money also, about this time, made a vast increaae in the amount 
ofmcrchandlsebrought into the State. When money ia plenty 
every mans credit is p.x»d. The people dealt largely with the 
stores on credit, and drew upem a certain fortune in prospect 
fi.r payment. Every one was to pet ricJj out ct the future 
emigrant The speculator was to sell him houses and lands; 
and the farmer was t. • sell him everything he wanted to begin 
with and to live upon, until he could supply himself. Town? 
were laid out all I'vcr the country, and lots were pordiased by 
every one on a credit ; the town maker recaved no money for 
lii'i lots, but he received notes <■( hand, which he o-insidered to be 
as good as cash ; and he lived and embarked in other ventures, 
as if they had been C8.-Ui in truth. In lhi>i mode, by the year 
IS'JO. nearly the whole jx-ople were invciiverabljr involved in 
tl< Ijt. The lianks in Ohio and Kentucky broke, one after an- 
I'ihiT. leaving the people of those Si.-it.H covered with indebted- 
lu ■■<'<. and without the means of oxtrintion. Tbc hanks at home 
and in Si. l.,.iiis ceased bii*iness. Tbe grieat tide of imniijjrants 
from abroad, which had been looked fiT by cverv one, fiuled to 
come. Real estate was unsaleable ; the lands purchased of the 
United St.itcs wen' impaid for, and likely to bo f.>rtipit»>l Bank 
iK'irs liad driven out speoie, and when tbcsto notc^ became 
worthless, thert> was no money >.\f any deeicriptioa 1«A in the 
i-oiiatry. And there was absolutely no commerce by nwsins 
of wliicli a currency ix^idd W re«tored. For in those days we 
e\pori..l nothing; and if there had l>ocn any property fit for 
(Xportalion, ther\> was no market for it abrtvid. and if there hatl 
Kh'ii a market, then> was no capital with which to jMirchjiso it 
and t^e it to ntarkct. The (XH^pIo begiui to sue one another 
for their debts ; and as tlioro was absolutelr no monov in tbe 
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country, it was, evident that scarcely any amount of property 
would pay the indebtedness. 

To remedy these evils, the legislature of 1821 created a 
State Bank. It was founded without money, and wholly on 
the credit of the State. It was authorized to issue one, two, 
three, five, ten and twenty dollar notes, in the likeness of bank 
bills, bearing two per cent, annual interest, and payable by the 
State in ten years. A principal bank was established at Van- 
dalia, and fotir or five branches in other places ; the legislature 
elected aU the directors and officers ; a large number of whom 
were members of the legislature, and all of them professional 
politicians. The bank was directed by law to lend its bills to 
the people, to the amount of one hundred dollars, on personal 
security ; and upon the security of mortgages upon land for a 
greater sum. These bills were to be receivable in payment of 
all State and coimty taxes, and for all costs and fees, and sala- 
ries of public officers ; and if a creditor refused to endorse on 
his execution his willingness to receive them in payment of 
debt, the debtor could replevy or stay its collection for three 
years, by giving personal security. So infatuated were this 
legislature with this absurd bank project, that the members 
firmly believed that the notes of this bank would remain at par 
with gold and silver ; and they could readily prove their be- 
lief to be well-founded; for the most difficult argument to an- 
swer is one founded partly upon fact, but mostly upon guess 
work and conjecture. As an evidence of the belief of the legis- 
lature to this effect, the journals show that a resolution was 
passed, requesting the secretary of the treasury of the United 
States, to receive these notes into the land offices in payment 
for the public lands. When this resolution was put to the vote 
in the Senate, the old French lieutenant-governor, Col. Menard, 
presiding over that body, did up the business as follows : " Gen- 
tlemen of de Senate, it is moved and seconded dat de notes of 
dis bank be made land office money. AU in favor of dat mo- 
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tion, say aye ; aU against it, say no. It is decided in (fe affinn. 
ative. And now, genUemen, I bet you one hundred dollar he 
never be made land offitt money r The county of Menard, on 
the Sangamon river, was named in honor of him ; and the 
name could not have been more worthily bestowed. 

Jolin McLcaii, of Sliawneetown, was then the speaker rf the 
House of RepresenUtives. He was opposed to this bank, and 
was |1..SMKM^1 of a fertility < I" geniira, and an overpowering 
eloquence, of which the bank party were justly afraid. Tar 
this reason, that party being in the majority in the House, re- 
fused to go into committee of the whole, so as I o allow Mr. 
McLean to participate in the debate. Mr. McLean, indignant 
at sucl) treatment, resigned his office of speaker, and in a '[•eedt 
remarkable for it.s abiliiy and eloqaenoe, predicted all ihe evil 
cv)nsequenccs which resulted from the bank, and pot in motioa 
an opp'sition to the prevailing |olicy of crippling creditors in 
the collection of their debts, whicli thereafter {nvvcnt«d the 
r<'|H'tiiion of mkH measures daring that generation. But the 
majority were \\'t the biU. The governor and judgea, acting 
OS a council of revision, objected to it as beM-.i: unconstitutional 
and inr.x|xtlioiit, but it u-ts aftenrards reptuNsed through both 
li..u!i<>«, by the constituUona] majorities. It wa< passed fai the 
spirit of brute foroc triumjJiing over the p>>wi!r of intellect. 
Tlio Suprcjnc t\nirt of iho Tniteil Si.iii-> aft«^^wa^vl!• decided, in 
lilt' ojise of l>«ig against th* Stat* of M;-«»ouri, that the bilb 
I««\ nl'lt' !it a fulunc day of all stich Kinks rcjr<v,-ntinj; a State 
only, wore bills of onvlit, and prx>hihited by the consdlution. 

ITie most «li.siingui»hc<l advitcaie tot the omttion of this bank, 
amongst the mcmWr!! of the House of Keprmenbtiivvs was 
Juiliio Kioiuml M. Y> unii, who has since been si> prominent in 
Illinois; and wlio is one of tin* very n«ui\ ejuunplea in o«ir 
hi!.l<>r\ i>f tlw toniiNiuL; <lis}x»ition of th<> jHHiplc, to such of 
111. ir public >iorva«ts as have been so unfortunate as to b« in 
fcvor of bad nu-ju-iupoa, or opjH.s^xl to gxxnl ones. Mr. McLean 
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■was also afterwards, as long as he lived, very prominent in the 
politics of Illinois. He was several times elected to the legis- 
lature, once elected to the lower house of Congress, and twice 
to the United States Senate, and died a member of the Senate 
in 1830. He was naturally a great, magnanimous man, and 
a leader of men. The county of McLean was named in honor 
of him. 

In the summer of 1821, the new hank went into operation. 
Every man who could get an endorser horrowed his hundred 
dollars. The directors, it is believed, were all politicians ; and 
either were then, or expected to be, candidates for office. Lend- 
ing to everybody, and refusing none, was the surest road to 
popularity. Accordingly, three hundred thousand dollars of 
the new money was soon lent withoiit much attention to secu- 
rity or care for eventual payment. It first fell twenty-five 
cents, then fifty, and then seventy cents below par. And as 
the bills of the Ohio and Kentucky banks had driven all other 
money out of the State, so this new issue effectually kept it out. 
Such a total absence was there of the silver coins, that it be- 
came utterly impossible, in the course of trade, to make small 
change. The people, from necessity, were compelled to cut 
the new bills into two pieces, so as to make two halves of a 
dollar. This agaia fiirther aided to keep out even the smallest 
silver coins, for the people must know that good money is a 
very proud thing, and will not circulate, stay, or go where bad 
money is treated with as much respect as the good. For about 
four years there was no other kind of money but this uncur- 
rent State bank paper. In the meantime, very few persons 
pretended to pay their debts to the bank. More than half of 
those who had borrowed, considered what they had gotten from 
it as so much clear gain, and never intended to pay it from 
the first. 

By the year 1824, it became impossible to carry on the State 
government with such money as the biUs of this bank. The 
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State revenue varied from twenty-five to thirty thouand dd- 
law i>er annum, wWch was raised almost exclusively bv a tu 
on lands, then owned l.v non-residents, in the military tract 
lying north-west of the Dlinois river. The resident land tax io 
other parts of the Siato. was paid Into the county treasuries 
TTie annual expenditures of the Suie government were about 
equal t-i the annual revenues; and as the taxes were oc^ectad 
in the bills of the State bank, the legiaUtwe, to carry on the 
government, were compelled t.i {nvvide for their own pay, and 
that of all the public officers, and the expenses of the gi tvem- 
ment, by taking and giving enough <^ the depreciated bills to 
equal in value the sums required to be paid. So that eaok 
member, instead of receiving three doDara per day, received 
nine dollars |>or day. Thi- salaries of the governor and judges, 
and all other expejutea. were paid in the saune way. So thtt 
if #30,000 were required to pay the expenses of goveraincat 
fur A year, under this system it v-^ik #90,000 i» do it And 
thus, h\ the financial aid of an insolvent bank, the legislature 
managed tu treble the publio expenses, without increasing the 
revenues or amount of aervice to the S!.ito. In fiwt, this $tii« 
Icwt t» •■-thirds of its revenue, and ex|x«dod three times the 
amount neeenary to carry on the gvvcnmicat. In the coutm 
often years, it must have loat marc than #150,000 by reouviag 
a depreciated currency. #150,000 moiv by paying it outaad 
#100,000 of the loans, which were never n^wid l\\ the borrov- 
CT«, and which the Sute had to ntake s^»d, by re««iring the 
bills i>f the bank for laspe. by Amding some at six per cent, ia- 
tercal, and paying a part in cash ia the year 1 S5l. 

The year 1820 was nignaliaed )>y the first and Ust dnd 
whieh was .-ver (ought b UUucua. This took plac« in Bellevilk 
St. Ijftir count.\, betwv>on .\lphoniK> St.-wart and William B«a- 
neti, twoobacurv men. The Mccttnds had made it up to be* 
aham duel, to Um>w ridieule upon Henneii, the challengii^i ]>«<■ 
t> Stewart was iu the secret ; but Bennett, hi> advenarr. 
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was left to Relieve it a reality. They -were to fight with rifles ; 
the guns were loaded with blank cartridges ; and Bennett some- 
what suspecting a trick, rolled a ball into his gun, without the 
knowledge of the seconds, or of the other party. The word to 
fire was given, and Stewart fell mortally wounded. Bennett 
made his escape, but two years afterwards he was captured in 
Arkansas, brought back to the State, indicted, tried and convict- 
ed of murder. A great effort was made to procure him a par- 
don ; but Governor Bond would yield to no entreaties in his 
favor ; and Bennett suffered the extreme penalty of the law, by 
hanging, in the presence of a great multitude of people. This 
was the first and last duel ever fought in the State by any of its 
citizens. The hanging of Bennett made duelling discreditable 
and unpopular, and laid the foundation for that abhorrence of 
the practice which has ever since been felt and expressed by 
the people of Illinois. The present Judge Lockwood was then 
the Attorney General of the State, and prosecuted in this case. 
To his talents and success as a prosecutor, the people are in- 
debted for this early precedent and example, which did more 
than is generally known, to prevent the barbarous practice of 
duelling from being introduced into this State. 
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cnior Cd««nl«' iii»— mii» - V |*c*mI ODOUBlim nrfxKt agalMllk* Connor— Fmnr 
or a brukm nuU— fbrntauuUoa* la w i a l i otatr or naW lav— DaaM P.Oo*— 
c;oTmKir nuncu>-4%aa(* of poUUoal ftr.lm Ti— »al ia<tona^4ita>.aa4 a^ 
■>q»«l olrrUon— InHncne* oT IM> a|ioa paw w o Oo Twor PuBrao^ ckaiV»— Wla- 
nvbago Wu—Ualma- -aackan*— - Pakn^— Tk* ekl< Bad BM— CovtfMr Bi- 
...,i. ckin to Ibo pabBc tara>»-t»»la of SrtMol kM4»-Bonv«t«( af Ita SAnI 
ruad. 

!>..«. vivir 1>^J. another Goremor was deoled, and tliis !«• 
siiIuh] in n^niiu ofcitatiii;; the qirastioD of the iutroduoliOB of 
»liivi'ry. Tlicro wcr\> lour c3Ui«lid«los (It the oflice, Jomfkt 
rhinos, ilio cJiief .Iu>ti.v ; Tbiimas C Brvoum, twc of tiie judgM 
I'f tlio Siinrcnio Court ; M«jor-l!oiit-rBl Janus B. Mtniro, and 
Ivlwtml (.'oli-s vUio \raei at that time Koiri-it r of the Land offioa 
at !ul«;iril>\illo. Mr, I" >li>s was a Viri;iiii;ui, liad been jirivate 
M>ori-ti>r\ to Mr. M:i<]iaon, had ini\olUx1 in Eureka, wa» «^ 
inrnriiKHl, \(ol! lirtnl, and valunl>lc in eonvenatioii : had emanei- 
|>at>-vl Uia &lu\o.-i in \'ir^ii)i:i, \kas appointed to a land ofRee ia 
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Dlinois, through the influence of Mr. Crawford, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, had brought his slaves -with him to Illinois, and 
settled them on farms, and was a thorough opponent of slavery. 
At that early day, Mr. Crawford and John C. Calhoun, of South 
Carolina, and others, were looking forward as candidates for the 
• Presidency. Ninian Edwards, one of our Senators, favored 
Mr. Calhoun ; and Jesse B. Thomas, our other Senator, was in 
favor of Mr. Crawford. To counteract the influence of Edwards, 
Mr. Coles was sent out to Illinois. Philips and Brown were 
from the slave States, and were in favor of slavery. General 
Moore run also, as an opponent to slavery. Mr. Coles was 
elected by a mere plurality vote over Philips, his highest com- 
petitor ; and, of course, was so unfortunate as to have a majority 
of the legislature against him during his whole term of service. 
This election, took place not long after the settlement of the 
great Missouri question ; a question which convulsed the whole 
.nation, and came near dissolving the Union. The Illinois Sen- 
ators in Congress had voted for the admission of Missouri into 
the Union as a slave State, without restriction, whilst Mr. Cook, 
then our only representative in the lower House, voted against 
it. This, all helped to keep alive some questions for or against 
the introduction of slavery. About this time, also, a tide of im- 
migrants was pouring into Missouri through Illinois, from Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky. In the fall of the year, every great road 
was crowded and full of them, all bound to Missouri, with their 
money, and long trains of teams and negroes. These were the 
most wealthy and best-educated immigrants from the slave States. 
Many of our people who Tiad land and farms to sell, looked 
upon the good fortune of Missouri with envy ; whilst the lordly 
immigrant, as he passed along with his money and droves of ne- 
groes, took a malicious pleasure in increasing it, by preteiiding 
to regret the short-sighted policy of Illinois, which excliided him 
from settlement amongst us ; and from purchasing the lands of 
our people. In this mode, a desire to make Illinois a slave 
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Stote, became quite prevalent Many persMis had voted for 
Brown or Philips with this view ; whilst the firiends of a free 
State had rallied almost in a body for Coles. 

Notwithstanding the defeat of the party at this election, they 
were not annihilated. They had only be«i beaten for Goveraor 
by a division in their own ranks ; whilst they had elected a 
large majority in each house (•( the Assembly, and were now 
determined t" make a vigorous effort to carry their measure, 
at the session of the legislature !■• be held in 1822-3. Gov- 
ernor Coles, in his first message, recommended the emandpft- 
tion of the Frendi >lave& This served as tile ^wrk to kindle 
into activity all the elements in &vor of slavery. 

SliiM ry could not be introducvd, nor was it believed that Ab 
French slaves could be emancipated, without an amendment of 
the constitution ; the constitution could not be amei^ed with- 
out a new convention : to obtain which, two-thirds of each 
branch of the legislature had to concur in recommending it to 
the people ; and the voters, at the next eleclii^, had to sanction 
it )>y a majority of all the votes given for i uniln rs of the leg^ 
isl.'ituro. When the legialaiure assembled, it was found that 
tbe S,iiat.' niitiiined the requisite two4hirds majority, but in 
the 1 louso of Reprcacotativea, by deciding a contested election 
in fiivor of one of the cwndidateo, the slave party would have 
one iiioro timn two4hird8; but l>y decidi^ in fiivor <^ the other, 
thoy would lack one v»(o of haviiu; that maj<Hrity. Tbese two 
candidates wert> John SItaw and .Vicholas Hanson, who claimed 
to represent the comity of Pike, which th.>n included all the 
militJiry tracts, and all the cvumtry north of the Illinois river 
to the northern limits of the Si.iu\ 

The leaders ..i" the slave party were anxious to reject Jeaw 
B. Iliomaa to the InitiHl States S,-iiai.\ 1 1 an v. >ii would vote 
for him, but Slia\> would not ; Sli^iw would x-ote for the Ctm- 
viiilion, liul Uan»on would not. The party had use for both 
of them, and tlioy determined to use them both, one after tha 
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other. For this purpose, they first decided in favor of Han- 
son, admitted him to a seat, and with his vote elected their 
United States Senator ; and then, towards the close of the ses- 
sion, with mere brute force, and in the most barefaced manner, 
they reconsidered their former vote, turned Hanson out of his 
seat, and decided in favor of Shaw, and with his vote carried 
their resolution for a convention. 

The night after this resolution passed, the convention party 
assembled to triumph in a great carousal. They formed them- 
selves into a noisy, disorderly, and tumultuous procession, 
headed by Judge Philips, Judge Smith, Judge Thomas Rey- 
nolds, late governor of Missouri, and Lieutenant Governor Kin- 
ney, followed by the majority of the legislature, and the hang- 
ers-on and rabble about the seat of government ; and they 
marched, with the blowing of tin horns and the beating of 
drums and tin pans, to the residence of Governor Coles, and to 
the boarding houses of their principal opponents, towards whom 
they manifested their contempt and displeasure by a confused 
medley of groans, waitings, and lamentations. Their object 
was to intimidate, and crush all opposition at once. 

But they were mistaken : the anti-convention party took new 
courage, and rallied to a man. They established newspapers to 
oppose the convention ; one at Shawneetown, edited by Henry 
Eddy ; one at Edwardsville, edited by Hooper Warren, with 
Gov. Cbles, Thomas Lippincott, George Churchill, and Judge 
Lockwood, for its principal contributors ; and finally, one at 
Vandalia, edited by David Blackwell, the secretary of State. 
The slave party had established a newspaper at Kaskaskia, un- 
der the direction of Mr. Kane and Chief Justice Reynolds ; and 
one at Edwardsville, edited by Judge Smith ; and both parties 
prepared to appeal to the interests, the passions, and the intel- 
ligence of the people. The contest was mixed up with much 
personal abuse ; and now was poured forth a perfect lava of 
detraction, which, if it were not for the knowledge of the peo- 
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pie that such matters arc generally &lse or greatly exaggerated, 
would have overwhelmed and consumed all men's reputatiooB, 
Morris Birkbeck, an Englishman, who settled an English colony 
in Edwards' county, Gov. Coles, David Blackwell, George 
Churchill, and TTiomas Lippincott, wrote ficrv hand-bills and 
pamphlets, and the old preachers preached against a conventioi 
and slavery. Elias K. Kane, Judge Hmmas Reynolds, Judge 
Samuel M° I loborts. Judge Smith, and <<tht-rs. wrote hand-bills 
and pamphlets in its favor. TTiese missive weapons of a fiery 
contest were eagerly read by the people. Tlie State was al- 
most covered with them ; they flew everywhere, and ererywhere 
they scorched and scathed a-i they flew, llus was a long, ex- 
cited, angry, bitter, and indignant contest. It was to 1«>! from 
the spring of 1823 until the Aiisni^t election of 1""J4 ; the rank 
and file of the people were no less esdted than their political 
Icadcr><. Almo-st every stump in every county had its bellow- 
ing, indignant orator, on one aide or the other ; and the whole 
people, fiir the s-j^ce of eighteen months, did scarwlv anything 
but rend newspapers, hand-bills, and pam|^eta, qiiarrcL aigue, 
and wrangle with each other whenever they met, i.ii^ther to 
hear the viulont tiarangues ..f their orators. 

The principal piirtiRnns in fiivor ot"a convention, were Jodge^ 
Philips, Brown, and John Reynolds. J«^>e B. Thomas and Gov. 
K-lwiinls, our senators in l\'nirrc-is. Lieut, l^^v. Kinney, Judge 
Smith, Chief Jusii.v Thonws i;.-_\no!d<. John MIx«n, Eliaa 
K. Kano. Judge MK..lHrt«. and tiov. Rwd. .\nd tite princi- 
pal nun opposed to a convwitjoo and si.iv.ry. were Morris 
Birkbeck, iJ-.v. ( olos. Djnid l\ C«>k. our niomher of Congress. 
Diivid lll.ukwell. G«>rg* tTiurt-hill, Samuel D. Lockw.nxl. 
'n.on»ns l.ippincxitt, lloojx-r Warren, George Forquer. Thoma^ 
Mather, and llcnry E<ldy. The .xlds in the array of great 
nnniea soenuHl I,, be in favor of the cxwwntion party. The 
quertion of alaverv was thoroughly diseuswci. The people took 
an undivided and absorbing interest in it ; they were made to 
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understand it completely; and as this was long before the 
abolition excitement of modem times, the introduction of slavery 
was resisted, not so much upon the ground of opposition to 
it in general, as simply upon, the grounds of policy and expe- 
diency. The people decided, by about two thousand majority, 
in favor of a free State. Thus, after one of the most bitter, 
prolonged, and memorable contests which ever convulsed the 
politics of this State, the question of making Illinois a slave 
State was put to rest, as it is hoped, forever. 
' Nothing of any interest occurred after this struggle until 
the session of the legislature iu 1824r-'5. " The people had been 
so long under the influence of an intense excitement, that they 
required rest. And as a general thing, they had not then be- 
come inured to a political warfare, which has latterly become 
interminable. The contests in those days were of short dura- 
tion, and were scarcely ever repeated on the same grounds or 
questions. There were no parties of Whig and Democrat, 
Federalist and Republican. The contests were mostly personal, 
and for men. As for principles and measures, with the excep- 
tion of the convention question, there were none to contend 
for. Every election turned upon the fitness and- unfitness, the 
good and bad qualities of the candidates. The only mode of 
electioneering for a friend then known, was to praise one set 
of men, and blacken the characters of the other. The candi- 
dates were not announced until within a few weeks of the elec- 
tion ; the contest was soon over, and then peace and quiet 
reigned imtil the next election, two years afterwards. 

There are those who are apt to believe that this' mode of 
conducting elections is likely tojesult in the choice of the best 
materials for administering government. But experience did 
not prove the fact to be so. The idea of electing men for 
their merit has an attractive charm in it to generous minds ; 
but in our history it has been as full of delusion as it has 
been attractive. Nor has the organization of regular parties, 
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and the introduction of the new principle in elections of 
" mfsasures not men," full j answered the expectation of its 
friends. But if the introduction of such parties, supposed to 
be founded on a difference in principles, has done no other good, 
it has greatly softened and abated the personal rancor and as- 
perity of political contests, though it has made such contests 
increasing and etemiJ. h is to be regretted, howcTer, if there 
be evils attending the conteste of party, that society cannot re- 
ceive the fill] benefit from them by the total extiiiclieo of aU 
mere personal considenitiooii, personal quarrels, and pen<-'nal 
crimination, not necessary to eichibit the g^ns and tendoiey 
of a party as to measures, and whidi are merely incidental to 
contests f >r ofiic«. The present doctrine of parties is dmasuics, 
not men, which if truly carried out would lead to a diseiission 
of mea.<;ures only. But parties are not yet sufficiently organ- 
ized fur this ; and, acrordiRgly. we find at every election mnch 
]K-rsnnal bitt< mess and inviilive mingled with the >npposed 
contt-stx for principle. The political worid is still fiiU of those 
men who believe, and perhaps b<>Jieve correctly, that the at- 
tachment to principlt> is not vet so general and perfect as to de- 
stroy all rhanco of overthrowing th« principlea of a candidate 
by overwhelming his rcputatioD with falsehood. Perhaps the 
time ni.ny come when all these personal coolests will be con- 
fined to the bosirn of one party, in scicoting the bc«t eanJiJatfs 
to carry out its priiicipli^. 

At the session of IW-t-".'!. the levi>latai«. under the provis- 
ions of the Constitution, reorganised the judiciarf, by creating 
five I inuit court judgta. who w.rv to hxlil all the circuit courts 
in the St.ite ; nuil the supreme t*>urt, contposixl of four judges, 
was to he held twice a year at the smiI of govcnimcnt. Wil- 
liam Wilson was elected ohiof justiiH- ; Thomas t\ Brown, Sam- 
uel D. lAH'kwood, an«l 'llitHiphilus W. Smith were elected asecv- 
ciate judges of the supremo court ; John York Sawyer, S.'tmuel 
M'lUkberta, lUchaid M. Young, Jaiucs Hall, and Jarace O. 
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Wattles, were elected judges of the circuits ; and James Tur- 
ney to be attorney general. Of these ten great officers, it is 
believed that Wilson, Brown, Smith, Sawyer, M'Eoberts, 
Young, Hall, and Turney, had belonged to the convention 
party ; but such was the nature of party, at that day, that they 
had not lost their popularity even with the party opposed' to 
them. The anti-convention party had a large majority in this 
legislature ; but upon the principle of men, not measures, they 
put their opponents into office. 

Proscription for opinion's sake was then but little known. 
The first instance of it was shortly afterwards put in practice by 
one of the circuit judges. Judge M'Eoberts removed Joseph 
Conway, an opponent, and appointed Emanuel J. West, a friend 
of his own, to be clerk of the circuit court of Madison county. 
Mr. Conway was well known, and popular in several of the 
adjacent counties. The people of his own county elected him 
to the Senate without opposition, and kept Ijim there, by re- 
election, for eight years. A great outcry was raised against 
the extravagance of the judiciary system, the prodigal waste of 
the public money to pension unnecessary life officers upon the 
people ; and a talented young lawyer, of stirring eloquence in 
the southern part of the State, a man possessing many qualities 
which admirably fitted him for a demagogue of the highest 
order, mounted the hobby, and rode it in a storm of passion 
through several counties in the south. The legislature of 1 826-'7 
repealed the circuit system, turned the circuit judges out of 
office, and required the judges of the supreme court to hold 
the circuit courts. The chief reasons for the repeal of the 
system, were its cost and the proscription of a popular clerk. 
It was thought to be the height of extravagance to maintain 
nine judges, though the salaries of all of them together amounted 
only to six thousand two hundred dollars. The salary of a 
judge of the supreme court was eight hundred dollars, and that 
of a circuit judge was six hundred dollars. Such were then the 

3* 
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popular notions of economy and extravagance in public expen- 
ditorea. 

The effort to repeal the circuit judges out of office was aided 
by a decision of Judge M -Roberts on the circuit. It hi.s beoi 
said before that Gov. Coles had emancipated hia negroes. The 
law required him ti. give a bond for tluir good behavior, and 
that they should not become a county charge. This he omitted 
to do, and thereby subjected himself to a penalty of two hmi- 
drid dollars f-r each negro, to be sued for by the county in 
which they were wt free. The county commissioners of Madi- 
son county, during the convention contest, were insti:r.ite<i to 
bring a suit against him fur this penalty, and obtained the ver- 
dict of a jury in the suit A-r two tboosand dollars; but bel(H« 
any judgment was rendered, the le|dalature, by law, rele)L><4 
him from the penalty. At the next term of the court Gov. 
C'olo.x. in pursuance of the aet of the legislature for his rclid| 
]>1cad it in bar of a judgmtnt on the verdict. But Judgo 
M'lkolxTtt, belni; under thd erroneous bdicf that the legal doc- 
trine of vei«u<d rights wa.^ applicable to munidpal ooqwRttUws 
created soK-ly for purposes of !:"vemmcnt, decided thn; the law 
woM unconstitutional and void. The decNivm made a grcM i.' 'is.> 
at the tiinr, as it naturally would diircUy after a fierce contest 
about slavery, h n-as taken to ihe supreme court and reversed, 
as a matter of n^urac. 

At the session oi" ls->:i. also. William S. Hamilton h]troduc«d 
a now road law, which passed the legislature. Hitherto tho 
law Iwd required ivory able-bodied man to work on the roads 
live days in the year, nio m.<w law levied a tax in proportioa 
to pri>iH>rly, to In? a|>|<lied in m«mc> or Lilwr to the con-: mo- 
tion and repair of roads. Gov. Duncan, then a member of the 
S.ii:ii.\ intriHliuxxi a bill which became a law, lor the support 
of schools by a public tax. llolh of these law- workinl ad- 
mirably well. Tlio roada won- n.vi r. bcftw nor sim^ in suck 
good repair, and sdiools flourished in almost cwry neighbor. 
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hood. But it appears that these valuaMe laws were in advance 
of the civilization of the times. They were the subject of mucK 
clamorous opposition. The very idea of a tax, though to be 
paid in labor as before, was so hateful, that even the poorest 
men preferred to work five days in the year on the roads 
rather than to pay a tax of twenty-five cents, or even no tax 
at all. For the same reason, they preferred to pay all that was 
necessary for the tuition of their children, or to keep them, in 
ignorance, rather than submit to the mere name of a tax by 
which their wealthier neighbors bore the brunt of the expense 
of their education. Both of these laws were repealed and the 
old systems restored, by the legislature of 1826-'7. Since 
then, the legislature has been constantly engaged in. making and 
amending laws for roads and schools, but there has been no 
good system of either. Each subsequent attempt has been only 
a vain effort to accomplish its purpose by inadequate means. 
To come forward a little, in 1840 Judge William Thomas, of 
Jacksonville, prepared a school bill which became a law^ but 
for want of the taxing power, which the legislature refused to 
grant, it had but little effect. In the summer of 1844, John 
S. Wright, of Chicago, H. M. Weed, of Lewiston, Thomas M. 
Kilpatrick, of Winchester, and others, got up a common sdiool 
convention at Peoria, which prepared a very enlightened memo- 
rial to the legislature in favor of common schools ; and as a 
means of furthering the common object, the governor, at the 
session of 1844, recommended the appointment of a superin- 
tendent of common schools, to stir up the people and to col- 
lect information for the use of the legislature. The whole re- 
sulted in a new school law, making the secretary of State ex 
officio the superintendent of common schools, and authorizing 
a school tax to be levied in each district. Mr. Thompson 
Campbell, the secretary of State, made an able report to the 
legislature of 1846-"7, from which it appears that information 
had been collected from fifty-seven counties only, out of the 
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ninety-nine in the State, and that, with the exception of Qucago 
and some other places, the common schools were nowhere in a 
very flourishing condition. The school commissioners and other 
agents of schools in the coonties, receiving no compenaatkn 
for their senricea, w ri- generally negligent <■!" their duties, or 
not qualified to perform them, .\lmo^ ererywhere the people 
had reliised to tax themselves under the law; and in almost 
all the south part of tli. State there were oomplaints that the 
legal standard of qualifications for teachers was too high, the 
law requiring a knowKil^o of reading, writing, and arithmetie, 
English ^'nuumar, geography, and history ; and the people, 
being scarce of mntorials I'jr such leuned teachers, were de- 
sirous of ^-I'tting back to the old standard of reading, writing, 
and ciphering, to the rule <.'f three, or at &rthe8t through the 
orithiiK ti<-. 

And now to go hack again ; at the sMsion of I v24-'5, the 
judges of the supreme court were appointed to prepare a re- 
vision III" till- Uwa, and present it at the nejrt asssioo. At the 
(tession of Ix-^iV-'i, Ju>i:.'.* Lockwoi>d and Smith presented the 
result i<r their labor, which was adi'piod, and the laws then 
presented liy them. Ilivo been standard Uwa in every n vision 
since. It is U'liov.Hl thai thi-v wcro the authors of the laws in 
tlu- nvisod cihIc, under the titles AUlenient, .\wount, Aniood- 
nuHito and Jit^r^iila, .\pprenliees, Attaehnieni.s Attoroeya, Bail, 
Bills of Exch-uige, CTuiuvrv . t\m\-ey«]i.\ *, lAvurta, Otminal 
Cotio, 1 V|«.siiiona, IViinuc, IX^wer, Evidence. Forcible Enby 
and DeUunor. Fugiiiv.v* iVxim Ju>tiix<, Habeas Corpua, Jails 
and Jttili.rs, Limiiaiions Mandamus, Minors and t>rpha)iv No 
Kxiiit and InjunoUona, O.uhs and Atlirmatiima, Fraetioe, Prom- 
iswrv Ni.toji, l^|.l.^il^ I{i,;ht of Property, and Sheriflb and 
("orxHiers. Jmlf-o M K..)H>rts pr«>i>an<il th.< act «\vKvraing 
frauds niul p»'rjviri«; J.id-o S;,wyor. the lui concerning in- 
►.Ivont debtors; Judgv Young, the act c^nuvming wilN and 
t«.st4um'nt-s ; and llonry Starr, E«,.. now of CSncinn.iti, pr«- 
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pared the act concerning judgments and executions. It is most 
probable that all these laws were more perfect when they came 
from the hands of their authors, than after they were amended, 
somewhat out of shape and system, by the legislature. 

A new election for goyemor took place in 1826, for which 
office there were three candidates — ^Thomas C. Sloe, now of 
New Orleans, was one of them. He was a well-informed m,er- 
chant, and a man of good character and strong sense, and 
withal was a well-bred, courteous gentleman. Ninian Ed- 
wards, and the then lieutenant-governor, Adolphus Frederick 
Hubbard, were the other two candidates. As a part of a pio- 
ture of the times, and as illustrative of what a candidate for 
governor thought of himself and the people, I presenre a few 
words of one of Mr. Hubbard's public addresses during the 
canvass. In his speeches he said : " Fellow-citizens, I offer my- 
self as a candidate before you, for the office of governor. I do 
not pretend to be a man of extraordinai-y talents; nor do I 
claim to be equal to Julius Cessar or Napoleon Bonaparte, nor 
yet to be as great a man as my opponent, Governor Edwards. 
Nevertheless, I think I can govern you pretty well. I do not 
think that it will require a very extraordinary smart man to 
govern you ; for to tell you the truth, fellow-citizens, I do not 
think you will be very hard to govern, no how." Mr. Hub- 
bard could not have made this last assertion with much show 
of truth, for several years part. 

This gentleman had made himself famous for a number of 
odd sayings, and by a speech in the legislature on a bill to pay 
a bounty on wolf-scalps. Tradition has preserved this speech 
as follows : " Mr. Speaker, I rise before the question is put on 
this bill, to say a word for my constituents. Mr. Speaker, I 
have never seen a wolf. I cannot say that I am very well ac- 
quainted with the nature and habits of wolves. Mr. Speaker, 
I have said that I had never seen a wolf But now I remem- 
ber that once on a time, as Judge Brown and I were riding 
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across the Bonpaa prairie, we looked over the prairie about 
three miles, and Judge Brown said, Hubbard! look! there 
goes a woll ! And I looked, and I looked, and I looked, and I 
said, Judge, where ? And he said there : and I looked again, 
and this time, in the edge of a hazle tlnki t. about three miles 
across the prairie, I think I saw tli.' wolTs tail Mr. Speaker, 
if I did not see a wolf this tiroe, I think I never saw one. But 
I have heard much and read more about this animaL I have 
studied his natural historj-. Bv-the-bye, historj- is divided 
into two parts ; there ia, lir-t, the history of the fabulous, and 
secondly, of the ii.'n-fubul''us, or unknown ages^ Mr. Speaker, 
from all these sijiirxt-s of infonnatiou, I learn that the wolf ^s a 
very noxious animal: that be goes prowling about, seeking 
something to devour : that he rises up in the dead and soi-nt 
hours of the night, when all nature reposes in ^'lrut oblivion, 
and ihni commits the ni<><t terrible devastations upon the rising 
generation <•( hogs and sheep. Mr. Sin-.-iki-r. I have done, and 
return my thanks to the house for (hoir kind attention to my 
rcmnrks." Tlicsto s|Htxhos are truly > lur.ut. risiic of the man; 
and they are given as being illustrative of the >tiito of ctviliat- 
tii>ii which oxisitvl. what such a man could be elected to the 
office of li> iit<n;uii-i;ov< riior. and gain such ix>pularity in his 
office as ti> be encouraged to become a c«ndidale for govcitKir. 
Niiiitiii l-^lwimls, the other candidate at this elcetion. was 
bom in Mtir\ land and brought up in Kentucky. He was bred 
to the K-iriil profesdion, and becante attorney-general of Keu- 
tiicky nt an oarl) age. .\t the age of iwor.t\ -eight, he was ap- 
pointed ehiei' jusiitx> of the High I ourt of Appeals. He held 
Uiis olVuv when iho late Chief Jiistiot> lioxle, of Kentucky, was 
«p|V>intiHl the first g\>venior of the Illinois t.rnlorv in l!*09. 
Mr. Ivlwnr.ls pn-teri^xl to be novenior of the territory, and 
M r. Ho\ le preferred to be chief justice ; so in the end they e\- 
clianged oIIuh s. Edwards was sent out to llliiu.is by the pre*- 
iileJit u dnt governor of the territory, and l>^>\ le was made 
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chief justice by the Governor of Kentucky. Edwards was a 
large, well-made man, with a noble, princely appearance, which 
was a circumstance greatly in his favor, as governor over a rude 
people, of whom it may be said, that the animal greatly predom- 
inated over the intellectual man. In fact, it may well be ques- 
tioned whether mankind ever will becom.e so intellectual and 
spiritual, that mere size, vigor of muscle, and consequent ani- 
mal spirits, will cease to have more influence with the multi- 
tude than mere intellect, unaided by these fleshly advantages. 
Gov. Edwards had been governor of the Illinois territory for 
nine years, and was then elected to the United States Senate. 
In this ofiice he showed an extensive knowledge of public affairs, 
and became distinguished as a man of fine talents throughout 
the Union. Whilst in the Senate, he was appointed by Mr. 
Monroe to be minister to Mexico, and shortly after this ap- 
pointment, whUst on his way home to Illinois, to prepare for 
his mission, he wrote out and sent back to the House of Eep- 
resentatives in Congress, various charges against William H. 
Crawford, secretary of the treasury, accusing him of a corrupt 
administration of the treasury department, in aid of his election 
to the presidency. A committee of investigation was appointed, 
a messenger of the House was sent after Mr. Edwards, with 
whom he was required to return to Washington. Mr. Edwards 
failed to make good his charges to the satisfaction of the com- 
mittee, and as this happened just before the presidential election 
of 1824, when the whole country was convulsed with excitement, 
it resulted in prostrating his character abroad, and very much 
affected his standing at home. Public opinion was so much 
against him in the nation, that he resigned, his mission to Mex- 
ico. Gov. Edwards has often informed me himself, that he 
made the charges against Mr. Crawford under a promise of 
support from President Monroe, Gen. Jackson, John C. Cal- 
noun, and John Quincy Adams. I merely give his words, 
without pretending to know whether he spoke the truth or not. 
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But one thing makes his statement the more probable Mr. 
Crawford had been nominated for the presidency by a cauoM 
of fifty or sixty of the repubUcan members of Congreas. Before 
that time, this had been the usage of the republican party. Bat 
Gen, Jackson, John Qoincy A.lama, and Henry Qay, were in- 
dependent candidates, John G. Calhoun had been one and de- 
clined, and many people believing caucus nominatiaiis by 
members of Congress to be utterly corrupt and oorniptin|^ a 
powerful party was l..rmed to break up the usage. Upon this 
principle all the other candidates and their fnends were rallied 
against Mr. Crawford. 

TWs iKtlat very much injured the influence of Gov. Edward^ 
and now, when, as a candidate for Gorenior he attacked the finan- 
cial system which had hitherto prevailed : and committed him- 
self to press an invostigatioa into the corruptions of the old 
State bank, he was nut listmed to, or confided in to the extrat 
required by a reformer, in the work of ref'-muns public aboseSb 
11 was opposed by all the old niombers of the legislatare, 
who had supjmrtod the many unw s*- measures of finance, and 
by the whole bank inlhiciuv. from the Pivsidents down to the 
lowest afjcnt.-i, who had in anywise oausv to fear an investiga- 
tion. Hut his grent talents and fine pergonal appearance en- 
abletl him to triumph over his advers.ir»-r.. lie was elected by 
a mere plurality vote over Mr. Sloe, his principal opponent. 
It is worthy of remark here, tliat he never condescended to the 
couiinon low arts of eKHtiiineering. Whenever he went out 
among the |H>ople, l>e array.Hl himself in the style of a gentle- 
ntau ot° the oUlen tinie.s drvni^^ in fine broadcloth, ^ith short 
brt<eche^ long sttKkinga, and hii^h, &ir-top|x>d boots ; was diswn 
in a fine carriage, .lri\en liy a neirro; aini lor success he ri-lied 
tipoii his «(HH-,lie», which \ver»' iieli\*epcd with great pomp, and 
in a stylo ot' difluso and tlortd eltHpience. 

\\ lull lie WHS imuigumt«\l in l^'^tV lie appeared beforo the 
Ooneral Assembly wi<ariug a gold4aoed cloak, and with gr«at 
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pomp he pronounced Ms first message to the two houses of 
the legislature. In this address he merely repeated the grounds 
■which he had taken as a candidate. But in several messages 
afterwards, he pointed out to the House of Bepresentatives 
specific acts of mismanagement and corruption on the part of 
the officers of the old hank. A committee of investigation was 
appointed. The bank directors and officers, new and old, were 
sent for from every quarter. The charges of corruption were 
directed more particularly against Judge Smith, who, as cashier, 
had administered the Edwardsville branch. Smith was a saga^ 
cious, active and blustering politician, and managed to make all 
persons who had been connected with the bank, believe that 
they were all involved in a common danger. A powerful com- 
bination of influential men was thus formed to thwart the in- 
vestigation, and ensure their common safety from impeachment. 
And now commenced such a running to and fro, about the seat 
of government by day and night, as can only be equaled by 
a swarm of bees when rudely attacked in their hive. The Gov- 
ernor was openly and boldly charged with base motives j and 
that kind of stigma was attempted to be cast on him, which is 
apt to fix itself upon a- common informer. His charges against 
Mr. Crawford were remembered ; and he was now charged with 
being influenced by hostility towards Judge Smith, who had 
been a friend to Mr. Crawford's election. Judge Smith, with 
others involved in the charges, as a sure mode of defence raised 
a cry of persecution, and alleged that the whole weight of the 
executive power and influence, dir6cted by the spirit of revenge, 
had been pointed to overwhelm them. Without pronouncing 
here upon either the guilt or innocence of the accused, it may 
be remarked that it is no uncommon thing for rogues, when 
about to be held accountable for crime, to seek sympathy and 
aid by raising a cry of persecution. And as strength is sup- 
posed to be on the side of men in high office, and weakness on 
the side of private persons, it is sure to happen that in contests 
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between them the public sympathy inclines in fevor of the 
weakest party ; so that the strength of the one, is apt to make 
him weak, and the weakn<s>< of the other, makes him strong. 
And now, at this day, if a politician can get up a cry of perse, 
cution to operate in his Javor, it is u tower of strength ; although 
in truth h. be only Miircriiig an t \|«.'^ure of lii> folly or viUanj. 

Tlie oviJinte before tlie committee undoubtedly ^owed great 
mismanagement of the bank. But a comtnittee of invesbiratio* 
had been packed f >r the purpose, and aich was the influence of 
a combination of ilu- officers of even an insolvent bank, that a 
ro|x>rt was made without hesitation against the GoTemor's 
charges. Siuh wa> the iiiflucnce of* bank conducted by public 
ofllcttrs, being the first, but not tlte last time in the history of 
Illinois, in which it was proved that any considerable number 
of men of influence, acting in combination, to whom the monied 
atfairs i>f tlto St;itt- arc entrusted, are above all aooountabUi^ : for 
which reason it has not as \ et been vife fcr the State to have 
any Lireat coinplioated intrn -as to be m.uiaged by public offi- 
<.vn< ; nor was It the la>t time, when it ha^ bcvii pn^ved that any 
cx>n.siilenible combination of men are irrvsistible, and not to be 
made accountable when as.-«H-iated to commit crime, or to fto- 
eiirc impunity fn>ra punishment. S,>e future chapters upon th« 
history of banking in this State, fund oi.>inmi!>sioners, intienial 
iiii|>r<>\i'int-iils, mobs ajul Mormons for thi> proi>C 

li w:i.s durin:; liov. Edwards' administration in the mtmmer 
oi' l!<U7, iliat the first Indian diMurh.iuv^ iKvurred, >ince the 
var ol" ISfi, Ttits vras calUsI tlie ^Vinnebal^) war. The Win. 
nebaguca, Siu> and Fi>_\,«, Siou\. M. luminies. ainl othor iwrth- 
crn nntituis towanls the )K<ad \>Tit« r^ of tiw M :v>,!»ij»pi, had been 
at war with naofa oti>or most of the time for mt^rv than a cenlM- 
r\ ; and tho Unil.nl Siatos had uixlertakoii to act as iiiedialon 
lH-l«>-en them, and rcet(\n> |Hiaee. In fact, it h.i.-« Kvn the policy 
..I" liu' I uii.l Sijiios ^'ovrniiucnt latterly, to c^mipel the Indian 
tribt<» to live in jHjaco wiili one another; il»r oxpericiM« hm 



HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. . 67 

shown that war cannot exist amongst the Indians without its 
being inconvenient and dangerous to white people. But despite 
all the remonstrances of the United States government, hostili- 
ties were continued, and murders frequently committed. In 
the summer of this year, a party of twenty-four Chippeways 
were surprised by a war party of the Winnebagoes, and eight 
of them were killed or wounded. The United States command- 
er at Saint Peter's, caused four of the offending Winnebagoes' to 
be arrested and delivered to the Chippeways, by whom they 
were shot for the murder. The white people had also alittle before 
begun to overrun the Winnebago lands in the lead mines above 
Galena ; many of the miners having pushed their searches for 
mineral as far as the Wisconsin river. This was a further 
source of irritation to the Winnebagoes. Red Bird, a Winne- 
bago chief, was determined to revenge. the shooting of the four 
Winnebagoes, and for this purpose he led a war party against 
the Chippeways, by whom he was defeated; and now returning 
disgraced and disappointed of his vengeance, he resolved to re- 
pair his disaster -by an attack on the white people who had 
abetted his enemies, and, as he believed, invaded his country. 
On the 27th of June, two white men were killed and another 
wounded, near Prairie Du Chien ; and on the 30th of July, two 
keel-boats carrying supplies to Fort Snelling, situate at the 
mouth of the St. Peter's, were attacked by the Indians, and two 
of the crew were killed and four wounded. 

The intelligence of these murders alarmed the frontier settle- 
ments at Galena, and in the mining country around it. Galena, 
as a town, had been settled about eighteen months before. Col. 
James Johnson of Kentucky, had gone there with a party of 
miners in 1824, and had opened a lead mine about one mile 
above the present town. His great success drew others there 
in 1825 ; and in 1826 and 1837, hundreds and thousands of 
persons from Illinois and Missouri, went to the Galena country 
to work the lead mines. It was estimated that the number of 



68 raSTOBT OF ILLDTOIS. 

miners in the mining country in 1827, was tax or seven tlMo 
sand. The Illinoians run up the Mis»anppi river in steam- 
boats in the spring season, worked the lead mines during warm 
weather, and then run down the river again to their homes, in 
the fall season ; thus establishing, as was supposed, a similitode 
between their migratory habits and those <^ the 6skj tribe 
called " Suiiers." For which reason the nUnoians were called 
" Suckers," a name which has stuck to them ever since. That 
is another account of the origin of the nick-name "Suckers, " as i^ 
plied to the people of Illinois. It is said that the south part of 
the State was originally settled br the poorer dass <ii people > 
from the slave States, where tl^ tobacco plant was esrtensivdy 
cultivated. They were such as were not able to own slaves in a 
slave State, and came to Illinois to get away from the impemus 
doiniiiatjon of their wealthy neighbors. The tobacco {dant has 
many sprouts from the roots and main stem, which if not ^p- 
ped off, suck up its nutriment and defray the sta^de. These 
Hprouts are called " suckers," and are as oarefidly stripped off 
from the plant and thrown away, as is the tobacco w<»-m itaeLC 
Hiese poor cjnigrants from the slave States were j«eringly and 
derisively called "suckers," because they were asserted to be a 
burthen upon the |x«ple of wealth ; and when they removed to 
Illinois, they were supposed to have stripped themselves off 
from the parent -item, and gone away to peri^ like the ** sucker" 
of the tobacco plant. This name was gi\oi> to the Illinoiaiui at 
the Galena mines, by the Missourians. Analogies alwav^ abooad 
M-ith tlKwe who dc^ri> to U' sarcastic ; so the Illinoians, by way 
of retaliation, called the Missourians ** Pukes." It had been 
ol>si>r>-otl that the lower lead nuni\< in Missouri had sent up to 
tlie Galena country whole bt^ords of uncouth rufliaBS, from 
whkh it wsa inferred that Missouri had taken a " Puke," and 
ha<l vomit«xl forth to the upper lead miness »ll her wot»t popu- 
lation. From thonoofbrth the Mia<iourians were rcguiariy called 
" Pukes ;" and by these names of " Suckers ' and " Puk. s" th« 
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Dlinoians and Missourians are likely to be called, amongst the 
vulgar, forever. 

The miners in all the surrounding country, upon the alarm 
of Indian hostilities, collected into Galena. By order of Gov. 
Edwards, Gen. Tom M. Neale marched there with a regiment 
of volunteers from Sangamon county ; a considerable mounted 
force was raised amongst the miners, -which elected Gen. Dodge 
to he their commander. The inhabitants fortified the town of 
Galena, and Gen. Atkinson, of the U. S. army, with a body of 
, regulars and volunteers, marched into the Winnebago country, 
on the Wisconsin river, in pursuit of the offending Indians. 
The chief, called " Red Bird," with six other Indians of the 
tribe, voluntarily surrendered themselves prisoners, to save 
their nation from the miseries of war. They were kept in jail 
a long time at Prairie Du Chien, awaiting their trials for mur- 
der. Some of them were acquitted, and some were convicted 
and executed. It was the fate of " Eed Bird," who is described 
as having been a noble-looking specimen of the savage chieftain, 
to pine away and die in prison, not from the fear of death, but 
by a gradual wasting away, the victim of regret and sorrow for 
the loss of his liberty, as he had been accustomed to enjoy it in 
the fresh green woods. 

By the session of the legislature of 1828-9, the excitement 
of the politicians at the previous session had somewhat sub- 
sided, as men had time to forget and forgive each other for the 
causes of their animosity. Gov. Edwards, in the electioneering 
campaign previous to his election, had run athwart the views 
and conduct of many of his best friends, by attacking the vari- 
ous public abuses ; and his attempt to impeach the managers 
of the old State bank had resulted in a signal failure. The 
lieutenant-governor, Kinney, one of his opponents, truly said of 
him, " that he was like unto an old .crippled horse, which being 
no longer able to jump a fence, had fallen over into a corn-field, 
but was hurt so much by the fall that he was not able to eat 
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the corn after he had thus broken into it." So the goveiTHV 
sought to repair this disaster, by starting a new hobby at diis 
session. It is true that there was but little of political party in 
those days, but this did not prevent great men from haidig 
their hobbies, or rather from propoaing measures upraa the con- 
sideration of which they preferred the elections >lioiJd turn, 
rather than on tJicir own merits: and it was wn gn l ar that Gior. 
Edwards, the gifted and eminent man of talents, with erwy 
personal advantage ncocasarj- to command success, should think 
it necessary to ride a hobby. With a person and manner well 
calculated to win popular admiratioD and &Tor, and tala t:^ a«- 
knowledged by oil to be superior to any of his competHms, it 
was somewhat strange that he could !)••'•. be content to throw 
himself before the peoi'lc upon his own merita, upon his repo- 
tiition for taUnts, as an aspirant for office. .\s it wvs hb 
course could not be s< iisibly justified up>n any ground, cxc^ 
that of pointing the public aiuiiti'ii to matters with which he 
BtoiHl connected, and then-by diverting it from himsdC 

(Miionill^ it is the men without merit, the men of -niaU pre- 
tiiisions, without natural gifts to conciliate &vor. who ride hob- 
bies and most insist upon nien>urcs a-- artifioud helps to dis- 
tinction. But if suoli appliances arc neccsiiaTy to make s:.:.J' 
things Lrri-ai, so they may be used to lift gre.it weights from the 
low level I'l" had ekwacter, to high and ^^spcc^ablo posdtkms in 
govonuiioiit, 

llie lul>by which Gov Edwards >«>l«<4ed on this ocoaaaoD, 
was to il.iim lor the Siaio all the public lands of the Tnited 
Si;ii.s 1\ iiig Nulliin its limits. This cliuni was put forth in his 
nio««ii;o nt this s<«siun with gn^at i\nniestno*s, and is elabo- 
rai.lv sustnimM ujhmi iho ground of State s<n oreignty, to whidt 
nainent doiuaiu it niiist nee»-ssarily In-long ; and upon the 
ground ili.it Illinois luid bwa admitted into the Uniiwi upon an 
equal lixiting wiili the original Siatcw. 

I have Ihvu inlornuHl on ginnl autl>ority. tiuit the gOT«nior 
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put forth tMs claim, without having any confidence m its valid- 
ity, and that it was fabricated in the first instance only to em- 
barrass his enemies. The question was new ; it had never been 
discussed before the people, and it was unknown whether they 
would regard it with favor or otherwise. However, the gov- 
ernor's enemies were not to be entrapped ; they were too cun- ' 
ning to oppose what might be a popular rueasure, out of mere 
spite against its author. It ts believed that no one had any 
confidence in the claim, and yet the legislature were nearly 
unanimous in sustaining it. But this resulted in breaking down 
the opposition to Gov, Edwards' adtninistration, for the mem- 
bers, thinking themselves compelled to support his humbug, 
were more than ordinarily docile and obsequious, supporting 
all his measures and electing all his candidates to ofiice. 
Having laid a broad foundation to enrich the State with the 
public lands, they returned to their constituents swelling with 
importance and high expectations of future favor. But the peo- 
ple were not such big fools as they wei'e, believed to be, for 
many of them were indifferent on the subject, and most of them 
laughed at their representatives in very scorn of their preten- 
sions. Governor Edwards died of the cholera in Belleville, in 
the year 1833. The county of Edwards, in the Wabash coun- 
ty, and the town of Edwardsville, in Madison coUnty, were 
named in honor of him ; and 1 had forgotten to mention in its 
proper place, that the county of Coles, on the head waters of 
the Embarrass river (pronounced Embraw) was named in 
honor of Governor Coles. 

In looking back over this period of time, and calling to mind 
the prominent actors in the scenes of that day, the fierce strug- 
gles and quarrels amongst them, the loves and the hatreds, the 
hopes, fears, successes and disappointments of men, recently, 
but now no more on the stage of action, one cannot but be 
struck with the utter nothingness of mere contests for office. 
Of the men who then figured, Jesse B. Thomas, Gov. Coles, 
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Chief JugUoe Philips, Henry Starr, and Judge Hall, have kft 
the State; John McLean, Morris Birkbeck, GoTemor Bond, 
Ellas K. Kane, Governor Edwarda, Daniel P. Cook, Governor 
Duncan, Chirf Justic* Reynolds, George Forquw, Samnd 
M'Roberts, and John Yorkc Sawyer, are dead, reposing in tfceir 
graves. But whilst they lived they were Ml of bustle and agj- 
tation, oontoiding with each other for pre-eminence and fdaoe, 
Ds if they divided the earth amSngst them, and office was im- 
mortal. Since their time, they have had successors in the con- 
test who have flattered and shone for a few yean, and then dis- 
appeared forever, either by death, removal from the countiy, 
or loss of popularity. It is somewhat melancholy, but highly 
instructive, to look back upon the long list of popular names 
of those who, for a time, rioted in power, with a &ir prospect 
of continued pnseminencc, bat who have gone the way of dl 
floh, to the grave, or to oblivion, the way of the great ni.i^ of 
politicians. 

About these times poUtksal parties began to form in DlinMs, 
Hitherto Governor Edwards, Daniel P. Cook, and Judge Pope, 
had constituted the heads of one party ; whilst Governor Bond, 
Elias K. Kane, John M'l^wui, Judg(> Tbomaa, and Judge Smidk 
constituted the hc«da of the other. The portiea which oallod 
forth thoir struggles won- merely personal, and for men ; mwis- 
urcs and principles of national politics had nothing to do witk 
them. Upon the election of Mr. Monroe in 1S16, and dnrira! 
his long, succfssful, and clorioas administration, the angry ele- 
ments i>r party were queUed, and the nation rr-tfed in pt^aea, 
Hio noLw of the battle between ftxloralist and republican kd 
never reached lUinoia. It ••* truo that during the war of 18W 
we iuid beard a rumor of the existence of wck a peo(ri« as ^ 
federalists in the old States. We had heard of thoir opposiiMM 
to the war, of the Hartford CVin\-ention, and of the burning *if 
blue lights in Connecticut as a signal to the enemy, and ihi 
unaophiaticated republioana of th« territory, being at war witk, 



mSTOKT OF ILLINOIS. 73 

and surrounded by thousands of hostile savages, naturally con- 
cluded that the federalists were second in atrocity only to the 
great beast with the seven heads and ten horns. A federalist 
was hated with a most fervent hatred, as being an enemy to his 
country, and an aider and abettor of the savages in slaughter- 
ing defenceless women and children ; but as there were none 
of them in Illinois, it was impossible to rally parties here upon 
the principles of federalists and republicans. I have already 
mentioned Daniel P. Cook as being the first attorney general. 
He was elected to Congress in, 1819, and was re-elected bi-en- 
nially until 1826, when he was beaten by the late Gov. Dun- 
can. Mr. Cook was a man of eminent talents and accomplish- 
ments. In person he was small and erect He was a man of 
great social powers, wholly without guile, and kindness, sin- 
cerity, and truth animated every motion of his body, making 
his face t» shine, and giving his manners a ^ace and a charm 
which the highest breeding will not always give. He was a 
complete gentleman, and in all his electioneering intercourse 
with the people he had. the rare talent of making himself sin- 
gularly acceptable and agreeable, without stooping to anything 
low, or relaxing in the slightest degree the decorum or the car- 
riage of a high-bred gentleman. His mind was uncommonly 
supple, wiry, and active, and he could, as he pleased, shoot his 
thoughts rekdfly over the great field of knowledge. As a 
speaker, his voice, though not strong, was soft, melodious, and 
of great compass and variety of tone. He rose to a high 
reputation in Congress, and the last session he was there, ha 
acted as chairman of the important committee of Ways and 
Means of the lower house. To his services, at this last session, 
the people of Illinois are indebted for the donation by Con- 
gress of 300,000 acres of land, for the construction of the Illi- 
nois and Michigan canal. For him the county of Cook was 
appropriately named, as more than half of its great prosperity 
is owing to his exertions in Congress in favor of the canal. 

4 
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The defeat cf Mr. Cook, in IS-'O. bj Gov. Duncan, makes a 
kind of turning point in the fKjlitics of Dlinois. It is a new en 
in our elections, and marks the origin, though not the eomple- 
tion, of u prcat revolution in rmns motives for political actico. 
It is the point where the old sv>t.m of electing public offioos 
upon merit and personal preference was about t.. terminate^ 
and the new principle of '• measures, not men," was to begin. 
The opponents ■ i" Mr. Cook had run a i.i'i.] .Lito iicninst him at 
t very el.^tion ; tir>t John M'Lun, after him Elias K. Kaoe, 
and art< r him ('o'^. Bt>nJ. Tliey had even eadearored to make 
Illinois a slavo 8!at<-. -'lii. "hat with a view to his erentiial 
defeat. But they had failed on eTcry occasion. Defeat wllj 
inspired new courage, and prompted ibera to the use of ad£- 
tional energy. They kepi np their organization from year to 
year, and as parties were founded oo the principle of personal 
HtVi'<'tii>ii to one set "f men, and peraonal hatred ofanofdier, and 
as nun are moreattacbed i>< their friends than to their prind^ea^ 
it rollovti-.! that there wn- U^- d^«tioo and tieaehery in dw 
rank.i, and more h<l> liiy and dcvotiuo to leaders, than have been 
btnce, under the new system. 

At last the lime came ii>r the Cook ud Edwirds party to go 
(lo»ii. and ilieir cnemiea to ris>\ And this was the occaaiaB 
<<r the revolution. Gon. Jackson, John Qnincy Adams, Wil- 
linm II. Crawford, ami Henry Qay. were candidates for Presi- 
•l.iii 1. 1 (111- rnit«xl S:;i(.-. at the eWlion of IS-Jl. No one of 
ilie enudidatcs received a ntajorily of the elerloral rotoa. Tha 
el.Hii.ii, ilurefi.)rc, came into the House of ReproaantatiTes in 
('..iii;r.,-4-'. Mr, I'.Kk gave the vote of Illinois to Mr. Adann, 
bjr which he wa.s el.vt.-.!. iJeti. Jack^mi had rcoeiTcd more of 
ilie electoral ^t.-. ih.-ui any oUmt candidate. He had receiTtd 
two in IliiiM.is, and Mr. .\d.ims had rxxviv^^l but on«. Tlw 
jHHipie lH■li.■v^^l tJmt (mmi. Jack^ni had boen cheated out of Ws 
eKvtion l.\ bargain, intrigue, and corruption ; and whether their 
boliof was well or ill-fbtmded, they rc^entod his defeat with a 
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generous indignation which consumed all opposition, and which 
has continued to bum and consume until this day. The old 
opposition to the Coolt and Edwards party, and all the Craw- 
ford men, now rallied in favor of Gen. Jackson. , They brought 
out the late Gov. Duncan as a candidate against Mr. Cook, 
and by means of Gen. Jackson's great popularity, and the re- 
sentment of the people against the vote for Mr. Adams, he was 
elected by a small majority. 

At this time Gov Duncan was a thorough Jackson man, as 
the friends of Gen. Jackson were then called. He was what 
was called an original Jackson man, that is, he had been for 
Gen. Jackson the first time Gen. Jackson was a candidate. 
He was attached to Gen. Jackson from admiration of his char- 
acter, and the glory of his military achievements. As yet, 
there were no principles or measures, nor even the names of 
federalist and republican, involved in the election. Gen. Jack- 
son had not as yet declared his opinions on the tariff, -except 
that he was in favor of " a judicious tariff;" nor upon internal 
improvements by Congress, the bankrupt law, the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands ; nor upon the 
constitutionality or expediency of a United States Bank. Nor 
did parties, in Illinois, rally upon these subjects for some years 
afterwards. A few years after Gov. Duncan's first election. 
Gen. Jackson attacked the United States Bank, vetoed its char- 
ter, and removed from it the deposits of the public moneys. 
He also vetoed appropriations for the Maysville road, and for 
the improvement of the Wabash river. Gov. Duncan now, 
differing fronj him in opinion on these subjects, began to with- 
draw from his support ; and his aversion to Gen. Jackson's ad- 
ministration was finally completed by his objections to Mr. 
Van Buren, an influential favorite of the President, likely to 
succeed him in office,- and in the control of the Jackson party. 
A public man has a perfect right to his own opinions and 
predilections. Gov* Duncan was a brave, honest man, a gen- 
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tleman in his intercourse with society, and possessed a rare 
talent for conciliating affection and inspiiing confidence. Bat 
his great error was in becoming attached to a partj and a 
cause, in the fir>t instance, without knowing the principles bj 
which he was to )>c ^'.nenied. Thousands of others were in 
the same i>re<Jicanient, many of whom, both before and after 
Gov. Duncan, left as be did. when the Jackson policy begao 
to III' developed ; and many, equally ignorant when they b^an 
in &vor of Gen. Jackson, finding themselves suited by bk 
measures and princi|'!<-s adhered to him with more devotioii 
than <vrr. Aft.Twarda, when Gov. Duncan had tlK>rougblr 
identiriod himself with the opponeots of Gen. JackscMi, an old 
friend of his rebuked him and lamented over him as follows : 
" .Now, ( n)v. Duncan, we Jackson men took you up when yon 
was young, poor, and friendless ; wc put you into high office, 
and enabled you to make a fi>rtime ; and for all this you have 
deserted us, and gone o\ or to the Adams ni.o. Yon was like 
a poor coll. We caught you up out of a iLvket, fed you on 
the best, combed the bum out of your mane and tail, and 
made a fine lionw of you ; and now you have straved awar 
from your owners." 8uoh weiw, and aw likely to be, the 
opinions of mankind upon changes of political rflaticns. .No 
allowance is made for the altered circuiiu>tanoe> of the times, 
for the oblivion of old questions of dilute, or the epringing op 
of new onc> not drennicd of in fonner i>nUo»i*. Neither is 
any allowanc*' n.a^ie amonjrrt fieroe partiaaBS for the WlihilitT 
of human juilgnient, nor fur the twsu'.i^ of a morw matured, 
conful. and ,;indid eAamination oi politiod quesUona. Man- 
kiiul adopt their j.rii.cip!,-.. whcM the> ar« voung. when tite pas- 
aiona art* stnmg, ilu. judgment we^ Uio mind miainfonned, 
«..d arc generally mrtu. m^.I i„ their adoption by .„en- pivjudiM 
arising lVt>m «ttachn,ont to iVieiuK The mind h«. ..othing to 
do with It. If <.i\er«anl» they aiuin to more knowKxijre and 
oapaoJty. th.y «iv requirx^i to per*>vew i„ their first impre... 
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ions, or to be branded with incoiasistency. Without asserting 
that Gov. Duncan was right in his change, for such would not 
be my opinion, yet it would seem from his example and that 
of many others, that it would be better for politicians, if they 
could reverse the order of their existence, come into the world 
in their old age, and go out when they are young. As it really 
is, a, man comes into the world without knowledge, experience,, 
or capacity to think, and before he gets them, under the influ- 
ence of his attachments to men, he is required to make up his 
opinions upon all the grave questions which are to affect him- 
self or hig country. He is to take a party name, and however 
much he may afterwards become enlightened, or parties shift 
grounds, he is never to change, under the penalty of being 
branded as a traitor to his party. But perhaps this is one of 
the means appointed by providence, and implanted in man's 
nature, to keep the opinions of the men of the governing or 
majority party united, and give some stability to the councils 
of republican government. The feet that there is such a num- 
ber who even down to old age are never capable of forming 
opinions of their own, would seem to favor such a conclusion. 

In the year 1828, and afterwards, the policy of selling the 
school lands and borrowing the school fund, was adopted. 
From the very first organization of the State government, the 
legislature had been too fearful of its popularity to provide ade- 
quate revenues by taxation. At first the State treasury relied 
upon taxes upon lands in the military tract, then unsettled and 
owned by non-residents. The land tax in other parts was given 
to the counties to aid them in building court-houses and jails, 
and paying county expenses. This system kept the State treas- 
ury in debt. But it so happened that Congress had donated to 
the State a township of land for a seminary of learning ; three 
per cent, of the nett proceeds of the sale of the public land, and 
the sixteenth section in every township, for the support of com- 
mon schools ; that is, they had granted to the State one whole 
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township of six miles squsre, and the thirtj-sixth part of all die 
residue of the land in the State, and three per cent, of the nett 
proceeds of the sales of the remainder to promote education in 
this new country. This was a most magnificent provision for 
education. Tie sixteenth section, amounting to near a miUioD 
of acres, is destined to be worth a Uiige sum of money. The 
man is now alive and full grown, who will see the day when 
these lands will be worth from fifteen to twenty millions of 
dollars. So far as the sales hare proceeded, it may be judged 
that the whole of them will ii< -t sell for more than one milliaa 
and.a-haU| or two millions of dollars; and before the end of this 
generation, it is to be feared that, xtodtsr the s^vstom adopted of 
selling, and then lending out the price, most frequently on per- 
sonal security, there will be no trace <fr vestige of this benefiooit 
donation remaining either in money or lands. 

Laws were first made ut leasing out these lands, the rents 
to be paid -in improvements; but the leasees soon desinid a 
iiKTi- permanent title. Evorv towndiip througboot the inhab. 
ited partD bad settlers on the school section, either &!< lessees 
or squatters, who were entitled to a vote at elertions ; and in s 
ncwly^ttled country where the whole people cwne meraiy to 
better their individual fortunes as to property, with but little 
devotion to the publio interest, or to that of posterity, thess 
Irwees and squatters were likolv to have gr««t influence in gov- 
ernment And this is only one instance out of a thousand m 
Illinois in which a vorv small minority, united t<v interast, pas- 
sion, pn-juJico, or clanship, and acting with U>ld vijror. has 
controlled the iiuuority. and 8*cnfi««d the public interest to in- 
dividual iiitcM-st, 1 speak what I know when I say that the 
laws to sell mIux.1 lands were passed to please the people who 
were sottlwl on thsro, whi. wanted to purohase them at the Coo- 
gross price, whilst the other inhabitants being divided into little 
fiuOiona, and thinking more of s.uxv.-« at ono oUviion. than the 
iutoreal of aU posterity ; and acting upon the principle thtt, 
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■what is everybody's business is nobody's business, aided or sufi 
fered the mischief to be done. It is true that other reasons 
were alleged in the legislature. It was said that if these lands 
were not sold, the children of that generation must lose all 
benefit from them, and their value would be destroyed by be- 
ing stripped of their timber. These were the reasons assigned 
in debate, but they were not the true reasons for these laws. It 
has been often the case in an Illinois legislature that a majority 
of the members, for secret and selfish reasons of their own, first 
resolve upon a measure and then invent the reasons to be given 
to the public for it afterwards ; and-these invented and artificial 
reasons are always the reasons assigned in debate. So, too, to 
relieve the State treasury from debt, the legislature, to save the 
popularity of members by avoiding the just and wholesome 
measure of levying necessary taxes, passed laws for the sale of 
the seminary township, and for borrowing the proceeds of the 
sale and the three per cent, school fund ; and fiar paying them 
out as other public moneys, and for paying an annual interest 
thereon to the several counties, for the use of schools. By 
which means the debt of the State, for these moneys alone, 
amounted, in 1842, to 1472,493. Thus, as I conscientiously be- 
lieve, was a township of land sacrificed at low prices ; the school 
fund robbed, and a debt of near half a million of dollars fixed 
upon the State, rather than that the members would run the 
risk of not getting back to the legislature, or of being defeated 
for some other office. This money was paid into the treasury 
in sums averaging $20,000 per annum. The annual interest 
now paid on it is $28,000. And so, to save the popularity of 
members of the legislature, the State has received about $20,000 
a year for about twenty-five years ; by which she has become 
bound to pay $28,000 per annum, forever ; the diflference against 
the State being the difference between twenty thousand dollars 
borrowed, and twenty-eight thousand dollars annual interest ; 
and the diflference between eternity and tweitty-five years. The 
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only good which can result from these unwise and selfish : 
ores is, that they will ineritably compel the State into a systeo 
of taxation for the support of schools ; and the payment of in 
terest on these borrowed moneys wiQ furnish the pretext and 
excuse for it. 



CH.APTER III. 

Review— Election of State Treasurer in 1827 ; election and defalcation of Sheriffs — 
Courts— Judges-Sentence of Green — Instructions to juries— The bung jiiry — Law 
of 1846— Eminent lawyers— Character of litigation— Election by ballot— The keep- 
dark system— The "butcher-knife boys" — Influences in the Legislature— Greasing 
and swallowing, &.o— Aims of politicians and of the people— Anecdote of Sen- 
ator Crozier — Good and bad self-government — ^Rule to test the capacity of the people 
for either— Educated ministers of the Gospel — Ill-will towards them of some of 
the old ministers— Room enough for both— Benevolent institutions and education 
— Colleges— Change of dress among yoxmg people — Regrets of the old folks- 
Effects of attending Church on Sundays- Effect of not attending Church on Sun- 
days upon young people — Progress in commerce— Character of first merchants- 
Selling for money supplied by emigration — Nothing raised for or shipped to foreign 
markets — Flat-boatsr— Farmers taking their own crops to market, and bad effects of 
it— Foreign markets— Steamboats and high rates of exchange encourage the mer 
chants to become exporters — Bad effects of farmers holding their produce ftom 
market, expecting a higher price — This practice contrasted with the New England 
practice of selling at the market price— Good effects of this practice— Prosperity of 
northern Illinois in a great measure owing to th£a. 

Nothing more of importance occurred in the history of the 
State than what is related in the last chapter, until 1830. A 
few miscellaneous facts and a slight review of the progress of 
society and the workings of government during this time, may 
not he uninteresting. 

In 1827, there was a very excited election before the legisla- 
ture for a State treasurer, in which the former incumbent of the 
office was defeated. After the election was over the Assembly 
immediately adjourned ; but before the members got out of the 
house, the unsuccessful candidate walked into their chamber 
and administered personal chastisement upon four of the largest 
and strongest of his opponents, who had voted against him. 
The members generally broke one way or another out of the 

4* 
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house, and fled like sheep from a fold, invaded by a wdC No 
steps were ever taken to bring the oflender to panishmeBt 
but the same session he was appointed clerk of the circuit 
court, and recorder for Jo Davies' county. 

During all this time, from 181 « to 1830, a very large num- 
ber of sherifls elected by the people, were defaulters to the 
State or to counties for taxes, or to indi\-idaals for moneys col- 
lected on execution. The practice was to take the moneys col- 
lected on execution, and with them pay up for taxQS, for withoot 
getting certificates of having paid all moneys charged to them 
for taxes, the sherifls were not allowed to be commissioned 
when re-elected. Ilic people generally felt but little interest 
in the collection of moneys for debt, and paying it over, so diat 
a defalcation here was not apt to ii^are the pc^wlarity of an 
officer, who would tend the people money to pay their taxes, 
and who was compelled, by his <4licial duty, to be eonstantlT 
around among them, giving him ample op|xirtunity to make 
friends, contradict diargca, and thus s<-cure hi-' election. 

In those days justice was administered without modi ^v. 
parade, or ceremony. In some countries, the people are ao 
ignorant and stupid, that they have to be humbi^!|;ed into a 
respect for the institutions and tribunal* of the Stale. IV 
judges and lawyers wear robea, and gowns, and w^ and ap- 
pear before them with all the " excellent gravity" desc rib e d by 
Ix>rd Coke. Wherever mr«tn!> like these are re«Ily nec«a«rr 
to givt« authority to government, it would seem that the balk 
of the people muM be in a aemi-barbarous state at least, and 
must so lack intelligence and eapaciiv. as to be inftuenoed nwrs 
h\ mere outaide show than by the rt>a]iti«>s of wisdom and ital 
dipiiiy of oharacter in the judge. TV judges in eariy times in 
Illinois, wore pv>ntli>iuon of ciMisiderahle learning and much good 
sens*', and lioKl their i>>urts mtMtly in U^-hotisM, or in the hai^ 
rooms of tavonis, lut.xl up with a tomponuy bench fi>r the 
judge, and chairs or U-nchea for the lawyers and jurwa. At 
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the first circuit court ia Washington county, held by Judge 
John Eeynolds, the sheriff, on opening the court, went out into 
the court-yard and said to the people : " Boys, come in, our 
John is going to told court." This was the proclamation for 
opening the court. In general, the judges were averse to de- 
ciding questions of law if they could possibly avoid doing so. 
They did not like the responsibility of offending one or the 
other of the parties, and preferred to submit everything they 
could to be decided by the jury. They never gave instructions 
- to a jury unless expressly called for ; and then only upon the 
points of law raised by counsel in asking for them. They never 
commented upon the evidence, or undertook to show the jury 
what inferences and presumptions might be drawn from it ; for 
which reason they delivered their instructions hypothetioally, 
stating them thus : " If the jury believe from the evidence that 
such a matter is proved, then the law is so and so." This was 
a clear departure from the practice of the judges in England 
and most of the United States ; but the new practice suited the 
circumstances of the country. It undoubtedly requires the 
highest order of talent in a judge to " sum up" the evidence 
rightly to a jury, so as to do justice to the case, and injustice to 
neither party. Such talent did not exist to be put on the bench 
in these early times ; or at least the judges must have modestly 
believed that they did not possess it. 

I knew one judge, who when asked for instructions, would 
rub his head and the side of his face with his hand, as if per- 
plexed, and say to the lawyers, " Why, gentlemen, the jury 
understand the case ; they need no instructions ; no doubt they 
will do justice between the parties." This same judge presided 
at a court in which a man named Green was convicted of mur- 
der ; and it became his unpleasant duty to pronounce sentence 
of death upon the culprit. He called the prisoner before him, 
and said to him : " Mr. Green, the jury in their verdict say you 
are guilty of murder, and the law says you are to be hung. 
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Now I want you and nil your friends down on Indian Oeek, to 
know that it is not I who condemns jou, but it is the jury and 
the law. Mr. Green, the law allows jon time for proparati«i, 
and so the court wants to know what tinu you would like to 
be hang." To this the priKomr replitd. "May it please the 
court, I am ready at any time ; those who kill the body hare 
no power to kill the soul ; my preparation is made, and I am 
ready to sufler at any time the court may appoint." The judge 
then said, " Mr. Green, yon must know that it is a very serious 
matter to be bung; if can't happen to a man more than once 
in his life, and you had 1.. tit r Uke all tlie time you can get; 
the court will gire you until this day four weckai Mr. Oerk, 
look at the almanac, and ~'<' wheibrr this day four weeks comes 
on Sunday." The clerk looked at the almanac, aa d.r.^ ttxi. and 
ro{X)rtod that " that day four weeks came on Thursday." The 
judge then said, " Mr. Orwa, the court gires yon until this 
day four weeka, at which time yon are to be lnni£:." The case 
was prosecuted by Janu-^s Tumey, Esq., the attonicy^gwieral of 
the State, who here intorjH>s<-d and said : "May it please the 
court, on solemn oceaaions like the present, when the life of a 
human being is to be sentenocd away for crime, by an eanUy 
tribunal, it is usual and proper for courts to pronounce a formal 
sentence, in which the leading ftvitures i<i' the crime shall be 
brought to the recollection of the prisoner, a s,nse of hi* guih 
impresjkxl upon his conscience, and in which the prisi^nt^r shi»uld 
Ik- duly exhorted to repentance, and wanied against the judg- 
ment in a world to i»ni>\" To this the judge replied : " t> " 
Mr. Turney. Mr. Green understands the whole matter as well 
ns it" I had pivjuluil to him a roonth. He knows be hn- cot to 
be hung this day four weeks. You understand it in that way, 
Mr. tmvii. ilon't y.ui }" " Yea,"' said the j'ri<»>nor ; u|xh» which 
the jiulm< onlcnxl him to be rxinanded to jail, and the court 
then adjouniod. 

If some judges wore mnvUItng to risk censure by giving in- 
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structions to juries, there was at least one who was very posi- 
tive in his mode of instructing them. This one being more am- 
bitious to show his learning and ability, gave very pointed in- 
structions on one occasion ; but the jury could not agree on a 
verdict. The judge asked to know the cause of their difference, 
whereupon the foreman answered, with great apparent honesty 
and simplicity, " Why, judge, this 'ere is the difficulty. The 
jury want to know whether that ar what you told us, when we 
first went went out, was raly the law, or whether it -was onyjist 
your notion." The judge of course informed them that it was 
really the law, and they found a verdict accordingly. 

Some other judges through fear of doing wrong, or feeling a 
timid anxiety to avoid censure if they were compelled to give 
instructions, which might decide the verdict on one side, were 
careful to accompany them with such exceptions and explana- 
tions as served to mystify what they had previously said, and 
destroy its force with the jury. Others again were accused of 
partiality, and when a principle of law was in favor of the party 
whom they desired to lose the case, they took this mode when 
compelled to give instructions, of rendering them of no force or 
value. To this day some of the judges are reluctant to give 
proper instructions to juries. This arises* from a want of con- 
fidence felt by the judge in his own capacity ; firom a pusillan- 
imous fear qf giving oflTence, or a desire to avoid doing any- 
thing in 'favor of a side which the judge has determined shall 
not win if he can help it. It appears that this practice must 
have continued down to a late period, for the legislature of 
1846 passed a law, requiring all instructions to juries to be 
given in writmg, and that "there should be no exceptions or ex- 
planations but such as should be given in writing also. Whether 
this will be an improvement of the law remains to be seen. 

In this period there were many eminent lawyers in the State. 
Messrs. Cook, M'Lean, Starr, Mears, Blackwell, Kane, Look- 
wood, Mills, and Chief Justice Thomas Eeynolds, would have 
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ranked respectably as lawyers at any bar in the United States. 
The character of the litigation was somewhat different from 
what it has been since. Except during one time of general 
indebtedness, the lawsuits were principally small appeid cases, 
actions of trespass, trover replevin, slander, indictments (or as- 
Hault and battery, affrays, riots, selling liquor without license, 
and card playing ; but theri' was a natural leaning on the part 
of juri>r<i against convictions for these minor offences, and so it 
was a rare thing that any one was oonricted. There was now 
and then an indictment l'"r nnirder ur larceny, and other felo- 
nies, but in all cases <>f inunlcr arising fitMn heat of blood or 
in fight, it was impoaaible to conrict. The juries were willing 
enough to conrict an asj^ai^'^iii. or one who murdered by takii^ 
a dislionorable adrantage, but othenri«o if there was a conflict 
and nothing unGiir in it. This same ^irit prevailed in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, and was the t^ause of the great success 
of Clay, Rowan, and Grundy, in defendiiig trial'< for murder. 
During a part of this time, all elections were hv ballot. 
This mode of voting has alway- been nwst insiMod oo in old 
Kcttled countries, in which wealth i^ accumulator) in the hands 
of the low, where there an< a few landlords, and ihc grwit body 
of the people tenants, where -^niie arv capitalists and employ ent, 
and othen laborera and dependenta. In such cmmtrirs. the 
lallot is supposed to prv»>rve the independence of the po.ir. 
and make them irre>i)x>nsible to their wealthy sniperiors. But 
in Illinois, the ballot m.v).. of voiini; came m>ar destroying all 
manly iiiil.|H-naoiice and fhuikneas. \s there were no m«B. 
urea to be contended lor in eUvtiiNis. sutrrage was bestowed as 
a matter of fiivor. To vote Rg«ii»t a camlidatc was ot^uivalent 
to nji insult, l.y tolling him tlwt he was not so worthy or so 
well qualiii.><l as his opiH.iioi.i, Thentor." many of the wter* 
novor lot it be known Iww tlu-y ^otol^ at ol.vlions. And this 
was (lio ori-iii of the " keep dark" system of former tiroes, 
which la thus esplaimvl. Each candidate for offioei, and his 
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more immediate friends, kept their ;^referenee for other candi- 
dates for other offices, to he filled at the same election, a pro- 
found secret. There Vera many offices to he filled at each 
election, and the candidates made secret combinations amongst 
each other for mutual support, a few days before, or on the day 
of election. But as these engagements for mutual support were 
secret, and could only be carried out and fulfilled in secret, 
many were the frauds and breaches of faith among the candi- 
dates and their friends. That candidate who was the most in- 
triguing and unprincipled, in common cases, was the most likely 
to be elected. In the course of a few years' practice under the 
system, it was difficult to find any aspirant for office who would 
risk the expression of an opinion about any person or thing. 
Each one sought to keep himself in a position of non-commit- 
talism, in which he would be at liberty to make the best bar- 
gains for himself, to fulfil such engagements as would result 
most to his advantage, and to cheat such other candidates as he 
might be obliged to sacrifice. This " keep dark" system less 
or more pervaded the whole office-seeking tribe, from the high- 
est to the lowest, so that it was a rare thing to find amongst 
the humble expectants of the office of constable any degree of 
frankness of conversation or independence in the expression of 
opinion. No doubt this result was as much produced by the 
want of the influence of " measures," the want of party'lines, as 
by the ballot mode of voting ; but the two together made an 
election, so far as the candidates and their immediate friends 
were concerned; one great fraud, in which honor, faith, and truth 
were freely sacrificed, and politicians were debased below the 
standard of the popular idea of that class of men. The ballot 
System of voting was repealed in 1828-9. 

In the primary elections by the people, many influences were 
at work to thwart the stablishment of a wise policy. In almost 
every county there was a race of the original pioneers, many 
of whom were ignorant, illiterate, and vicious. These were apt 
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to be nidi as wore the huntiiig-diirt, the buckskin trowsera, the 
raccoon skin cap. and leather moocaBina. These deUghted to 
wear a butcher knife, *» an appenda-e of dresa. Tliey claimed 
unbounded liberty, and were natumllv hostile to any action of 
government tending to their improvement and cirilization. It 
is true that this class of people formed but a small minority, 
but the better informed and more ci\-ilized portion were so di- 
vided by faction, and -[lit up by contests amongst themselves 
for power and office, that these " butcher knife boys." as they 
were called, made a kind of balance of power prtj-. Thtoe 
people, from their propensity to fight and to lead uproar.>u* 
lives, were also called " the half horse and half allicator men." 
In all elections, and in all enactments of the legislature, great 
paina wero taken by all candidate* and men in office to make 
thiir course and measures acceptable to theae "butcher knife 
boy* ;" and moirt of the eJcciioos in early times were made un- 
der " butcher knife influence ;" not that these insirumenta were 
actually wielded to force an election, bat only the votes of those 
who carried tluMn. The candidate who had the " butcher knife 
boys" on his aide was almost certain to be elected. Since the 
but4-)KT knife has been disused as an article of diWK. the fiidi- 
ion has been, to call thte class of people " the bare-footed boys." 
" the flat-footed boya," and ** the hug«vpawed boys," names with 
which thov seem to be iin ally tickled and pleased, and their in- 
flii.iuv in yet considerable in all elivti>>na. 

I'l-DHMial politics, intrigue, M\d a disregard of the publio weJ. 
lire, wore carried firon> (!i.- primary electiiws into the legisla- 
ture. AlmoM everything there was «lono from personal mo- 
tivos. S|ioci«l Irgialntion for the Itenofit of friends occupied 
inombers, ami diverted their attention from such measures *< 
werv fur iho general lH'nei"it, Tlio man of the rao$t tact and 
«iUlr«>>», who ivulil niaka the mo^t trionds and the moat skiUol 
combinations of iiulivitliial int(<rt<sta, was always the must sue- 
wasful in aooompliahiug his pur|HM«is. A smooth, sleek, nipple, 
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friendly manner, which by gaining favor imposed upon credu- 
lity, made a politician formidable. Truly, the man who could 
approach another with a graceful and- friendly impudence, and 
readily conciliate good-will, was potent indeed. The genius 
and humor of the times invented or imported a slang language, 
very expressive of the achievements of these political heroes. 
Such an operator in politics was said to carry " a gourd of pos- 
sum fat" with which to " grease" the members. It is not known 
why the fet of the opossum was selected for the emblem of 
this kind of tact, unless because it was the most fluid and slip- 
pery of oils then known in 'the country. The easy, facile, 
credulous fool who was the victim of artful fascination, was 
said to be " greased and swallowed." A man was " greased" 
when he was won over to the purposes of another by a feigned 
show of friendship and condescension ; and he was " swallow- 
ed" when he was made to act to suit the purposes of " the in- 
trigue," whatever it might be. Sometimes the act of lubrica- 
tion, by which a man was fitted to be " swallowed," was sup- 
posed to be performed with " soft soap." It was no uncommon 
thing to hear that such a one " had a great deal of soft soap 
about him," and was a " great hand to swallow people." Gov. 
Edwards was said to be the greatest hand to swallow people 
in all the country ; and when he was last a candidate for gov- 
ernor, it was charged on him that he had not only swallowed 
a great many of his former enemies, but that he had actually 
performed the grand operation of swallowing himself. The 
simpleton who suffered himself to be made a mere instruments 
in the hands of another to do something discreditable or un- 
popular, whereby he was unable to be elected again, was said 
to be " used up," meaning that he had been used like the afore- 
said soft soap, or other household article, until there was no 
more of him left. 

During this period of twelve years, neither the people nor 
their public servants ever dreamed that government might b« 
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made the instniment to aocomplisli a higher destiny for the 
pf<i[plo. Tliere seemed to be no aim toadvanoe the civilization 
and real happiness of the human Cunily. Government was 
supposed to be necessary, not because any one understood or 
rnr<'<1 for its true object, but becanae men had been in the habit 
"C living under government. Hie people looked aroond, and 
they saw that evc-rybody, everywhere else, lived under some 
kind of government, and they merely submitted to it, to be in 
the &shion with other States and nations ; but they did not 
want LTi'vomment to touch them too d><«e]y, or in too many 
places : they were determined upon the preservation and oijoy- 
ment of their libertiea. S<< that government made no encroMb- 
ment upon liberty, they inquired no ftirther into its true um 
and object. But not so with politicians; t!ioy had a ddinite 
destiny to accomplish, not i" r the people, but for themselvta. 
In fact, the great maiis of the people, politicians and all, had a 
mere selfish destiny in view. TTie pe<^le were, most of them, 
pioneers aivl advonturcrs, who came to a new countiy hoping 
t» get a living with more case than thry had been accustomed 
to, or to bolter tlu'ir oonditioQ ;>■* to pro|nTiy. Siu-h persons 
cared but Utile for matters of government, except when stinvd 
up by their demngc^es; and then they had no dcfmite object 
to accomplish exec pi to pxini^h their rvpreocnlativos for a single 
act or vot.>, whieh was, nine times out often, a good one. The 
IHilitioians took a.l\Tuii«ge of this Irlhargic st.ifo of indiiTeremw 
oi' the people to advance ilu ir own pn>jccls, to jzit oHices and 
«|Hvial favors fK>m the lcgiNl3tiirx\ which won- all they luiM.'d 
their liemls altout. The pt-pl.- asked nothing and claimed no- 
tliin;; l.ut to be 1. 1 akmo, ami the politicians usually went to 
w.irk to ilivi.li- out the b<>miii.s and advantages of govemmoi t 
*moit)rst ilioinwlv.s ; tliat ia, anionirKt the active men, who 
Kouiilii them with most i;,et an.! dilis»-nee. Oaic««s and jol- 
were erxNitwI. and oinvinJ laws of all kinds <br indiv idual. not 
g«>«er<U benefit, \ver,> j»a»s.-,l. and the-* good things wcr\> dividcvl 
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Out by bargains, intrigues, and log-rolling combinations, and 
were mostly obtained by fraud, deceit, and tact. 

It is related of Mr. Samuel Crozier, a former Senator from 
Randolph county, who was a remarkable example Of the most 
pure, kind, and single-hearted honesty, that after serving two 
sessions in the Senate, at the close of the second, and after he 
had been bought and sold a hundred times without knowing it, 
he said he " really did believe that some intrigue had been 
going on." So little as this are honest men aware of the ne- 
cessity of keeping their eyes open, in sleepless watchfulness, or 
otherwise the few will monopolize all the advantages of govern- 
ment, and it will be done in the most' unfair and corrupt man- 
ner. Thus it was that a corrupt, cunning, and busy activity, 
blinded the eyes of the people and their representatives, gov- 
erned in the name of the people, and divided out amongst those 
who practiced it, nearly all the benefits and advantages of gov- 
ernment. In every government the administration of it will,, 
in the long run, reflect the true character of the people; and 
this is one thing which I desire to illustrate in this history. 
Many persons erroneously believe that good law:s will make a 
good government; whereas, if the genius of the people will 
permit it, the best laws will be badly administered, and will 
make a bad government. Reformation is not to begin with 
the laws or with the politicians, but with the people themselves; 
and when they are reformed, they will reform everything else. 
An indifferent, selfish, and ignorant people, will be made known 
by selfish and corrupt politicians, who administer their govern- 
ment and pervert the best of laws to the worst of purposes. 
If we could find a people truly wise, incapable of being misled, 
deceived, or humbugged, we should find statesmen instead of 
intriguing politicians, and a government where all the people 
enjoyed equal .benefits and advantages arising from it, and 
where none would be permitted by fraud, tact, deceit and hum- 
bug, to exceed their just share. If this rule be observed, it will 
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be the true test by wUch to judge of the cap«?ity of a people 
for a good or bad selfijoyeminent. Up to the year 1840, 1 can 
say with perfect truth, that considerations of mere party, men's 
condescensions, agreeable carriage, and profeasions of friendship, 
had more influence with the great body of the people, than the 
most important public servicea. Tlie cap^ity to be gratefiil 
for public services, short of fighting the battles of the country, 
existed to but a limited extent. But some could be grateM 
for individual benefits, and aU resented individual injury. 

About the year 1820, and perhaps a little before, one or two 
educated ministers of the gospel removed to this State. TkA 
Hov. John M. Peck, of Rodt ^ring, in St. Oair county, I be- 
lieve, was the first one. By the year ISIO. quite a number of 
them had come in from other States. They were either sent 
or encouraged to come by the miariwiaiy societies at the North 
and East; and being animated themaelves by tbe prindplea of 
charity, which have formed the rcligi u- world into benevolent 
societies of various sorta, they immediately began to make ao- 
tive effbrta t" pvt up Bible societies, tract «•« ieties, missionary 
societies, and Sunday-schools in Dlinola. For a long time tht>y 
were looked upon with jealousy and bad feeling by some of 
the old race of uneducated proacliors. Tbo«>e last had been die 
pioneers of the gospel, at a time when educated ministers, with 
salaries, could not have been supported. IWy had preached 
the doctrine of a free salvation, truly and literally without 
money and witlrout price. .\t their own expense had thej 
tmvoroetl the wiUlemeaa, slept in the op«» air, swam river* 
suflerwl cold and hun|t«r, travelled on horseback and on foot 
to preach the pos[H-l and establish churchea. They were no'« 
about to W superseded, as ar>mo of them feared, and throwi 
asiile, for nice, well-dre«se»l young men from college, whon 
they stigmatiied as having no ni>ligion in their hearts, and witi 
knowing noihinit about it, except what they had learned a 
school. A diUntier taste for preaching had grown up in th 
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towns, which could be satisfied only by a more polished and 
intellectual ministry. The new preachers settled themselves 
mostly in the villages and towns, where a more enlightened 
preaching was most in demand. They obtained here what lit- 
tle salary the people were willing and able to pay ; but drew 
their chief support from the contributions of charitable societies 
in the old States ; and from the towns they occasionally made 
short excursions to preach in the country places. They were 
charged by some of the old ministers with exercising their min- 
istry for the lucre of gain ; with selling the gospel to those who 
were able to pay for it ; with desiring the salvation of the gen- 
teel, well-dressed, rich people who lived in the towns, and with 
being utterly unconcerned about the salvation of the rough poor 
people in the country, who were unable to pay them a salary. 
Nevertheless, the new ministers persevered in their labors, 
without taking any notice of these persecutions, and rapidly 
succeeded in forming congregations, organizing churches, and 
building places of worship. And now at this day the truth is 
apparent, that both sorts of preachers were needed. Compe- 
tition between them was not called for by the interest of either. 
The educated minister of the town, with his learning and better 
information, and his more chaste and subdued style of elo- 
quence, would have been but an indifferent teacher of religion 
in many country places ; whilst the imleamed, rough and bois- 
terous speaker of former times, was as little suited to carry 
the message of grace to " ears polite" in town. 

I have said already that these new ministers were active in 
establishing all those kinds of societies, which have been made 
to illustrate the spirit of benevolent enterprise, characteristic 
of the first part of the nineteenth century. Everywhere they 
endeavored to promote education among the people, and in a 
few years they undertook to build colleges and seminaries of 
learning ; and to obtain acts^f incorporation for them from the 
legislature. But such was the prejudice against them, on the 
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part of the people, that they did not succeed in getting ai 
charters for several years, and when they did get them, eai 
charter contained a prohibition of a theological department, i 
determined were the people that no inatitutioa should be e 
couraged by law, for educating a sectarian ministry at home. 

A most remarkable diange occurred during this period and 
little before, in the habitji of dreae and appeannoe of the pe 
pie. Before the year 1 f<Kt. a man dressed in the costume < 
the territory, which was a raceoon-skin cap, linaey hunting«hi] 
buckskin breeches and iii'-ci-a-inti. with a belt around the wajs 
to which the butcher-knife and tomahawk on the side and b« 
were appended, was rarely to be seen. The blue linsey huntin 
shirt with red <>r white fringe, had given plaoe to the doth oo« 
the raccoon-skin cap with the tail of the animal dangling don 
behind, had been thrown a>ide for hats of wool or fiir. Boo 
and shoes bad supplanted the deerskin moccaan, and the leath 
breeches strapped tight around the ande, had dis^peared b 
fore unmentionables of more modem roateriaL The fema 
sex bad made a still greats progT«as in dress. The old so 
of cotton or woollen frodu, span, wove and made with the 
own lair hands, and striped and croas-barrvd with blue dye ai 
turkey red, had given place to gowiis of sOk and ealica T1 
ft'ct, bcton- in a state of nudity, now charmed in shoes of ca 
skin or slippers of kid ; and the bead formerly unbonnettcd h 
covered with a cotton handkerrhiel^ now displayed the cham 
of tiio female fiice, under many forms of bonnets of straw, si 
or leghorn. The young ladies, instead of walking a mile or tv 
to diurrh on Smi.l.i> , carrying their sho«« and >t.vking8 in the 
linmN to within a hiimlDHl yards of the pla<« of worship 
fornuTly, now cauie forth arrayed complete in all the pride < 
d^^«^ mounted »>n tine horsca, and attended l>_v their male a 
niirera. 

N\ iih the pride of drew came ambition, industrr, the d«si 
of knowledgts and a love ofdi-cciuy. It has been said th 
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civilization is a forced state of man, to which he is stimulated 
by a desire to gratify artificial wants ; and it may be truly said 
that the young people of that day were powerfully advanced in 
the way of civilization by the new wants created by the new 
spirit by which they were animated. But the old people re- 
gretted the change. They would have been better contented to 
live in their old log cabins, go bare-footed, and eat hog and 
hominy. From such were heard complaints that the spinning- 
wheel and the loom were neglected, and that all the Earnings 
of the young people were expended in the purchase of finery. 
The old world political economist foretold the ruin of the coun- 
try. He was certain that all these new trappings and oma^- 
ments should be disused or manufactured at home ; for if pur- 
chased from other States, all the money which came in must be 
sent out of the country as fast as it came. 

But to the phUosophical observer it appeared that those who 
adopted the new habits were more industrious and thrifty than 
those were who held on to the old ones. For this advancement 
in civilization, the young people were much indebted to their 
practice of attending church on Sundays. Here they were reg- 
ularly brought together at stated times; and their meeting, if 
it effected no better end, at least accustomed them to admire 
and wish to be admired. Each one wanted to make as good a 
figure as he could ; and to that end came to meeting well-dressed 
and clean, riding on a fine horse elegantly caparisoned. This 
created in them a will to exert more than the old measure of 
industry ; and taught them new notions of economy and ingenui- 
ty in business, to get the means of gratifying theis pride in this 
particular. This again led to settled habits of enterprise, econ- 
omy and tact in business, which once acquired and persevered 
in, were made the cause of a thrifliness unknown to their fathers 
and mothers. - 

As to the practice of attending church on Sunday, I am confi- 
dent that it produced these effects I have observed very care- 
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fully, in the course of thirty-fire years spent on the extreme 
frontiers ; that in those neighborhoods where the people habit- 
ually neglect to attend public worship on Sundays, aich im. 
provements rarely, if ever, take place. In such places the young 
people feel no pride, and do not desire improvemenC They 
scarcely ever throw aside their erery-day roug^ apparel to 
dress up neat and clean on Sunday. On that day the yoraig 
men are seen with uncombed heads, nnahom beards, and un- 
washed linen, strolling in the woods hunting ; or on the race- 
course, or at a grocery contracting habits of intoxication, or 
lounging sullenly and laxily at borne. Hie young women 
in appearance^ dresa, manners and intelligence, are the fit com 
panions for their brothen. Sunday to them brings no brig^ 
skies, no gladness, no liTcly and cheerful thoughts, and no 
spirits renovated by mixing in the sober, decent, quiet, but 
gay assemblage of youth and b«auty. Their week of labor Is 
not cheered by anticipations of the gar and bright f^te vkh 
which it is to dose. Labor thrxMtgb the week to them is a drudge- 
ry -. and ia performed with surliness and grudging ; and their 
Sabbaths are qieat in heedless sleepy stupidity. The ywinf 
people of U.th sexes are without selArcspect, an J are conscious 
of not deserving the rvspoct of others. They feel a cru^iiBg 
and withering -^nse of moanneas and inferiority mingled with 
an envious malignity towards all excellence in others, who ex- 
hibit an ambition for improvement. Such neighborhoodb aw 
pr»>tty certain to breed up a rough. Tidoua, ilUmannensd »nd 
ill-natured race of men and women. 

I'ommoroc from 1818 to ISiU). made but a snudl progress 
Steamboats commenced running the wt>stem waters in IS 16, 
and by the year 1880. thtw were one or two small ones run- 
ning on the Illinois rivtv as fiu- up «.■> Peoria, and sometim.-> 
ftirther. The old keol-boat navigatioo had Invn distiacd ; but 
aa yot there was so litilo trade as not to call for manr st««in- 
boats to supply Aeir place. The merchanta of the village*, few 
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in number at first, were mere retailers of dry-goods and grocer- 
ies ; they purchased and shipped abroad none of the produc- 
tions of the country, except a few skins, hides and furs, and a 
little tallow and beeswax. They were sustained in this kind of 
business by the influx of immigrants, whose money being paid 
out in the country for grain, stock and labor, furnished the 
means of trade. The merchant himself rarely attempted a 
barter business, and never paid cash for anything but his 
goods. There was no class of men who devoted themselves to 
the business of buying and selling, and of making the exchanges 
of the productions at home, for those of other States and coun- 
tries. The great majority, in fact nearly all the merchants, were 
mere blood-suckers, men who with a very littlfe capital, a small 
stock of goods, and with ideas of business not broader than 
their ribbands, nor deeper than their colors, sold for money 
down, or on a credit for cash, which when received they sent 
out of the country. Since their time a race of traders and mer- 
chants has sprung up, who use the money they receive for 
goods in purchasing the wheat, com, beef, and pork of the farm- 
ers ; and ship these articles to the eastern cities. Mather Lamb 
& Co., late of Chester, in Eandolph county, but now of Spring- 
field, were the first to engage in this business ; and they were 
led to it by the refiisal of the United States Bank at St. Louis 
to grant them the usual facilities of trade. As fJiey could get 
no accommodation from the bank, they fell upon this course to 
avoid going to St. Louis to purchase eastern exchange. 

The money which they received being again paid out, re- 
mained in the country, and the produce went forward in its 
place, to pay for stocks of goods. The traders in this way 
made a profit on their goods which they brought into the State, 
and another profit on the produce which they sent out of it. 

But, as yet, the merchants generally had^ neither the capital 
nor the talents for such a business ; and it was not until a more 
recent period, upon the going down of the United States Bank. ~ 

5 
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the consequent withdrawal of facilities for cxL-hnnrro in monej 
and the high rates of exchange which came in with local bank 
of doubtful credit, that they have been viry extensively force 
into it. \Mien they coalJ no lonjrtr get either money for ri 
mittance to their eastern crcdit'Ts. or bills of exchnnrro, i-xivp 
at ruinous rates of premium, they at onc<? saw the advantage ol 
laying out the local currency received for their goods in poi 
( hasirif; the staples of the country and forwarding them in thi 
place of cash. In virv i-arly times there wore many thin^ t< 
discourage regular commerce. A want of capital, a want oi 
capacity l^.r the liii~iiu<«. the want of a <rrvat surplus of pro 
ductions, the continual demand I^t them create.l by immigrants 
and facility nf carrying on a small commerce with the monej 
supplied by emi?ratir.n alone, all st.-xi in the way of rc^iai 
trade. New Orleans, at that time, was our princi|^ markel 
out of the State. It was then but a small city, and shipper) 
I.ut a trillo of the staj.lo articles of Illinois to ilreiim e..iintrio«. 
Such sliipments as were made to it wer* intended for the sup. 
ply cf the local m.arket ; and here the HIh :ans had to com- 
l>oto with Kentucky, Ohu\ Indiana, Tennessee, and Missouri. 
Any temporary scanity in this market wa« soon supplied, and 
tlie most of the time it was oonipKtolv chittiii. 

For want of menhants or others who were to ro.-ikc a busi- 
ness of carrying our st.ipKs to market, our farmers undertook 
to ho their own merclwnts and tradcrsi. This praodoe prvn-ailtNi 
.Mei,vi\ ely in the western coimtry. A fimner would produce 
or jjet to-, ilu . a quanUty of c^^rn, fk^ur. bacCTi, and such aiti- 
eles. I le « oiiKl build a il.itK.ttonuHl boat on the shore of some 
river or lar^e oroek. Kv>d his warx s into it, an.i. awaiting the 
rise of xvater. with a few of his nc^^ to assist him, would 
Hoat down to New Orleans. Tht. vov aire was long, tediows 
and exiHM.slve. When ho arriv.xl ther,>. he found himself in a 
strange city. filUxl with sharpers na^iy to take advantage of 
his .uw.vsities. l•:ver^ Kuiy combined against him to profit by 
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his ignorance of business, want of friends or commercial con- 
nexions ; and nine times out of ten he returned a broken mer- 
chant. His journey home was performed on- foot, through 
three or four nations of Indians inhabiting the western parts of 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky. He returned to a deso- 
late farm, which had been neglected whilst he was gone. One 
crop was lost by absence, and another by taking it to market. 
This kind of business was persevered in astonishingly for sev- 
eral years, to the great injury and utter ruin of a great many 
people. 

In later times, ailer the steamboat had taken the place of 
other species of navigation, after regular dealers and business 
men had made their appearance on the theatre of trade, and 
after New Orleans had become a great city, and a great mart 
of foreign commerce, there were still other difficulties to be en- 
countered of a very formidable character. , These were, the 
disposition of the people not to sell their produce for the mar- 
ket price, and to raise no surplus whatever unless the prices 
were high. If the trader offered one price, the farmer would 
ask a little more, and more than the trader could afford to 
give and make a reasonable profit. Let the price be what it 
might, many would hold up their commodity a whole year, ex- 
pecting a rise in the market ; and if the price was low, they 
would cease producing. If a farmer had a surplus of com, 
wheat, hogs, or cattle, in the fall season, and could not sell 
them for the full price he demanded, he would keep them until 
next year, expecting to get more for them then. la the mean- 
time, he would lose more by the natural loss and waste of his 
property, than he could possibly gain by increased prices the 
next season. I have known whole stacks of wheat and whole 
fields of corn to rot, or to be dribbled out and wasted to no pur- 
pose ; and whole droves of hogs to run wild in the woods so 
as never to be reclaimed, whilst the owner was saving them 
for a higner price. He suffered, also, by laying out of the 
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present use of the money, and by being compelled to purciias 
many necessary articles on a credit, at a higher price than the; 
could be bought for vnth cash. By holding back for a highe 
price, he suffered loss by the natural waste of hi-; property, bi 
laying out of the use of his money, by losing the many goo< 
bargains he could have made with it in the meantime, and bj 
being compelled to purdiase dear on a credit, and pay a hi^ 
interest on the debt if not paid when due. In all these ways h< 
lost more than he would by borrowing money on compoum 
interest. And yet he could never be persuaded that it wa; 
for his advantage to sill as siH.n as^ his article became market 
able, and at the market price. 

This practice of holding up property from the market unless 
the owner can receive more than the market price, >till prevails 
oxtonsivelv in the southern and some of the eastern parts o( 
the Stato. and fully accounts for much of the difference in th« 
degree of prosperity which is found there, and in the middle 
and northern part of the Stato. 

The Now Ejigland |x>pttlation make it a rule to sell aD theii 
marketable property as soon as it becomes fit for market, and 
at tlio ninrkot price. By this moans the fiirnier avoids the loss 
and expense of keeping it on hand. I le lias the ppoi iit tts« 
of its value in mcmey, and makes nuiny good barga ns and 
speculations which c^nild not be made without a little rwulv 
monoy. He avoids buying nn ertnlit, or rather, paying intcresi 
on his ilobis after they become due, Mcnov is more plenty, 
and tlio whole jHxiplo are on.il.lo<l to be n»ore punctual in (Ik 
payment o( their dobt.i. The local mcrrhant is enabKxi to do 
m notivo bustnesa. He is always sure that he c«n purvltase 
to the oMont ot'his capital, and atnitos which will put it in his 
power to wU at a prv.lit. In this manner tlw farmer prosjvrv 
till- local nion-hiuit prt^spers, the miller and mauuraclurvr pros 
per. Towns gn.w up rapidly. Employment ia (umiahcd foi 
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mechanics and laborers. By such means our northern people 
are enabled to build up a country village in three or four 
years as large as a country seat in the south of twenty years' 
standing.* 

* The people in many parts of the State have another practice which 
they must abandon before money can be plenty among them. They 
make their contracts to be paid in " trade at trade rates." This prac- 
tice, by dispensing with the use of money in business, discourages its 
presence : whereas, the opposite course, by creating a necessity for 
money, is the means of forcing it into the country. And accordingly, 
in all those countries where debts are punctually paid in cash, bar- 
gains all made to be paid in cash, laborers all paid in cash, at short 
intervals, say at the end of the week, money is always the most plenty ; 
and in those countries where the contrary course is purstied, it is the 
most scarce. It is useless to say that plenty of money enables one 
country to do a cash business, and that scarcity prevents it in the 
other. Money will go where it is most prized, used, and needed in 
business, and will refuse to go where its use is dispensed with, or to 
be used only to be hoarded. If any people want to be prosperous and 
have plenty of money, let them remember this. 
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to redeem the notea of the oU >Lwe Bank— llofrar oC IncraaOui^ taxea—Feati nf Ik 
legiaUure— Hie Hlgglna' loan— All the nie<nl>eri brake don— The DiUeball law- 
PWillenllaiy punlahmeola— Osrloaa eomal for Stale Tranrer— Indian dfamliaan 
— TreatiM with the Indiana— Blaek Bawk'a aeenaai of ibem— Hla cbanoei^B 
Inradea tba Rock rlTn- couni/T— CkO U» niaaiewa— Mardi to Bock Idand— Itaeap 

of the Indiana— New treaty with them— Sexl ytmr Black Bavk mr Tiiliwm 

again called for— March of Coreroar Reynold* and Gen. Whileaide — B..ri.n^ tt 
Prophefi town— Anlral at Dixon— Mi^on StIUman and Bailey— BoUe at »; IUiiab' 
run— Account of It by a TtviuniierCVtlaapl— Owndl of vai^-G«B. WhHeaide Barrbr 
la pnnoit of the Indiana— Maaaaera of Indian Oeek. ivo yenac iHUaa i»|ifatl a* 
rratored— Gen. Wbltealde horiea the dead and m a r ch ea back la Otxon— MeeU Ga 
Atklnaon— Dt—ll»ftciion of the men— Marebes id Ona> >— .Vraiy dlacbangnl- Sei 
call for Tolonteera— Volunieer R«linenl Ml aa a ireafd of ihf troatkn— CM. ianri 
Fry— Capuln Snyder— Battle wtik Ike Indiana, braney «r G««. WblieoMa— G« 
s.-iii|.>r and C^pi. !<ayder— Indian moidm— Ss. Vialn and oiben— s,. o- of .Apple 
rlTer Fort— OoL Sir «le— Galena— Uarual lav ihew Can. I>ad|w>i mmaif^l anad 
— CapL Stapbenaon— Malllal iplltt of the Indiana— M^Jor ppinenl, iliftaia of Kd 
logK*" Oroee— Gen. PoaeyS maieh— Cen. Monadar— OoLAikinatw— Gen. Beaty- 
March up Bock ttnr^Tanla liUacv— Bnrat ullafr— Lak> Ksakkoaaac s<«e] 
for the Indiana— Tvo ragnlar ^ 'M c'^ Brad «« — Kjif<«luioa to iha " Inab^ 
landa"— Ann; diapened In anrch of prorlatona. 

Th« population of the Siato h«d incrvMed by the yc«r 18S0 
to 157,447; it had spread north from Alton as far as Pooria 
principally on the rivers and creeks ; and in snch places then 
were settlors sparsely scattered along the margin of the Missis 
sippi river to Galena, soinetimes at the diataoce of an hundrw 
miles apart ; also on the Illinois lo Chicago, with long interval 
of wilderness ; and a few sparse siettlemoits were scatters 
about all over the southern part of the niiliiwy tract, Th 
country on the Sangamon river and its tributaries had bcei 
settled, and lUso the interior of the south ; learing a large wil 
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demess tract yet to be peopled between Galena and CSiioago ; 
the whole extent of the Eock river and Fox river countri«s, 
and nearly all the lands in the counties of Hancodt, M'Donough, 
Fulton, Peoria, Stark, Warren, Henderson, Knox, Mercer, 
Henry, Bureau, Livingston, Champaign, Piatt, and Iroquois, 
comprising one-third of the territory of the State. As yet but 
few settlements had been made anywhere in the open wide 
prairies, but were confined to the margins of the timber in the 
vicinity of rivers and streams of water. 

A new election for governor was to be held in August, 1830. 
The candidates for the office were John Eeynolds, late a judge 
of the supreme court, and William Kinney, then lieutenant 
governor, both of them of the' dominant party. All general 
elections since 1836, had resulted in tavor of the friends of Gen. 
Jackson. The .legislature always contained a large majority of 
Jackson men ; but parties were not as yet thoroughly drilled 
and consolidated. On the one side, there was a kind of idol- 
atrous devotion to General Jackson ; on the other, a mere per- 
sonal opposition and dislike, with but little reference on either 
side to the principles of government. When the great popular 
movement commenced, which resulted in the elevation of Gen- 
eral Jackson to power, many politicians ranged themselves 
under his banner as that of a popular and fortunate leader, 
upon whose shoulders they themselves could climb into power 
and office. Such persons were influenced in but a small degree 
by the spite and malice of party ; so that if they could provide 
for themselves, they were disposed to be kind and tolerant to 
their opponents. With many such it was the height of ambi- 
tion to get to the legislature ; and when they got there, the 
sleek, smooth, pleasant men of tact and address in the minority, 
seduced them from the majority ; and so the legislative acts of 
public officers were as likely to result in favor of one party as 
the other. This was a matter of wonder and astonishment to 
the new immigrants from the older States, who came blazing hot 
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like brands pludced from the burning, heated with the fiery con- 
tests, in the States from whence they came, between the old 
organized parties of federalists and republicans. 

But party lines were so far drawn that no anti-Jackson man 
could be elected to Congress, to the L'nited States Senate, or 
to be governor of the State. For this reason the anti-Jacksoa 
party proposed no candidate for governor at this election ; some 
of them preferred one candidate of the dominant party, and 
some the other ; but the great body of the and-Jackson party 
supported Governor Reynolds, ilr. Kinney was one of the old 
sort of Baptist preachers ; his morality was not of that pinched 
np kind, which prevented him from nsii^ all the common arts 
of a candidate for office. It was said that he went forth elec- 
tioneering with a Bible in one pocJiot and a bottle of whiskey 
in the other ; and thus armed with " the sword of the Ix>rd and 
the spirit," he could preach to one sc-t of men and drink with 
another, and thus make himself agrcealile to aU. In those days 
the people drank vast quantities ot' whi^ey and other liquors ; 
and the dispensation of liquors, or " treating," as it was called, 
by candidates for office, was an indispensable clement of succc« 
at elections. In many counties, the candidates would hire all 
the groceries at the country soats and other considerable vil- 
lagea, where the people could siot liquor without cost for several 
weeks before the olootion. In such plaft's, during the pending 
of I'loctions, the voters in all the ncighborins; country turned 
out on every Saturday, to visit the country seat, to see the can 
didatee, and hear the news. They came by d^^zens from all 
parts, and on every riMid, riding on their jHinii«, which they 
hitched up or tied to the fence«i, trees, and bushes tit the village. 
Tlio candidates cnme also, and addre^^Hl the j-teople from wa^ 
oiiH, benches, old logs, or stnraps newly cut, from whence comes 
the phrase " stump spoechea," usetl to signify a popular harangue 
to the people, by a enndiilatc for office. The stump speeches 
being over, th«u ooiumcnoed the drinking of liquor, and loi^ 
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before night a large portion of the voters would he drunk and 
staggering about town, cursing, swearing, hallooing, yelling, 
huzzaing for their favorite candidates, throwing their arms up 
and around, threatening to fight, and fighting. About the time 
of this election, I have seen hundreds of such persons in the 
town of Springfield, now the polished seat of government of the 
State. Towards evening they would mount their ponies, go 
reeling from side to side, galloping through town, and throwing 
up their caps and hats, screechiag like so many infernal spirits 
broke loose from their nether prison, and thus they departed 
for their homes. 

This had been the case for many years in many counties at 
all the circuit courts, elections, and public gatherings ; but thank 
God, such scenes are no more to be witnessed in Illinois. 

Mr. Kinney had the name of being a whole hog, thorough- 
going original Jackson man. Politicians in those days of the 
Jackson party were divided into whole hog men, and nominal 
Jackson men. Mr. Kinney belonged to the first division ; he 
possessed a vigorous understanding, an original genius, and was 
a warm and true friend, and a bitter enemy. He was a witty, 
merry and jovial man, who studied fun and was highly esteem- 
ed by his neighbors and acquaintances. The anti-Jackson men 
hated him more than they did Reynolds, and hence their prefer- 
ence for the latter. They did not so much votejf%r Eeynolds 
as against Kinney. They were like the man who said that he 
had not voted for any candidate for the last ten years, never- 
theless he had always voted at every election ; but instead of 
voting /or any one person, he had always voted 'a^'aw*^ some 
rascal. 

Judge Reynolds was made of more good-natured, easy and 
pliable materials. He had received a classical education, and 
was a man of good talents in his own peculiar way ; but no one 
would suppose from hearing his conversation and public ad- 
dresses, that he had ever learned more than to read and write 

5* 
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and cypher to the rule of three ; such acquisitions being sup- 
posed to constitute a very learned man in the times <^hi» early 
life. He had been a farmiT. a lawyer, and a soldier, a judge, 
and a member < <f the legislatiire. lie had passed his life on 
the frontiers among a frontier people ; he had learned all the 
bye-words, catch-words, old sayings and figures of speech in- 
vented by vulgar ingenuity, and common among a backwoods 
people ; to these he had added a copi(>us <iiipply i.'f his own, and 
had diligently compounded them all into a language peculiar to 
himself, which he used on all occasions, botii public and private. 
He was a man of remarkably good s.:p.m? and shrewdnv^-; for 
the sphere in which he chose to more, and possessed a fertile 
imagination, a ready eloquence, and a continual mirthfulness and 
pleasantry when mingling with the people. He had a kind 
heart, and was always ready to do a favor and niver harbored 
rcsoiitment against any human being. Such a man was certain 
to be Buooeasfiil against the Baptist prvachi-r. and sure enough 
he was elected by a most triumpb-int raajc<rity. 

A now legislature was elocttid at the mhu time ; it contained 
a majority of Jacks<>n men ; a majority of whom a^tin h.id 
been opposed to Kovnold>" election ; but the unioo of Remolds' 
Jackson friends with the onti-Jackson meniUTs constituted a 
small minority of the legislature. It is not rt^meniberod that 
the new governor put forth or advocated any measure of pub- 
lic policy, as a nu<a-«iure of his administrstiiMi. But during this 
first session the legislature bad t.. make provision for the r«>- 
domption of the iioti>s of tlie old Si;n.. Ruik, which l>eoame due 
in the course of the ncJtt simuncr. No former K<gislature had 
darcl to risk iJuir popularity by prox-iding lor the rvdemptioD 
of these notes, by taxation or otherwise. 

Tito subjwl had boon put off frv^n Unio to tim^ each lejrisla- 
tiiro willing to sliift tlio i>dious task u(H>n their sucw.'<v„ps in of^ 
fioe, until further dolny would amount to a bn>ach of the public 
fiiilh. Something must now be don^ and that immediately. 
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The popularity-loving members of this legislature came up to 
the work with fear and tremMing. They feared to be denounced 
as a band of perjured and faithless men if they neglected their 
duty, and they dreaded to meet the deep roar of indignant dis- 
approbation from their angry constituents, by performing it. 
But a majority in each house acted like men. They passed a 
law authorizing the celebrated Wiggins' loan of one hundred 
thousand dollars. The m.oney was obtained and the notes of 
the bank were redeemed, the honor of the State was saved, but 
the legislature was damned for all time to come. The mem- 
bers who voted for the law were struck with consternation and 
fear at the first sign of the public indignation. Instead of bold- 
ly defending their act and denouncing the unprincipled dema- 
gogues who were inflaming the minds of the people, these mem. • 
bers, when they returned to their constituents, went meanly 
sneaking about like guilty things, making the most humble ex- 
cuses and apologies. A bolder course by enlightening the pub- 
lic mind might have preserved the standing of the legislature, 
and wrought a wholesome revolution in public opinion, then 
much needed. 

But as it was. the destruction of great men was noticeable for 
a great nnmber of years. The Wiggins' loan was long a bye- 
word in the mouths of the people. Many affected to believe 
that Wiggins had purchased the whole State, that the inhabit- 
ants, for generations to com^e, had been made over to him like 
cattle ; and but few found favor in their sight who had anything 
to do with the loan. There has never been anything like this 
destruction of great men in Illinois, except on a subsequent oc- 
casion, when the legislature passed a law for the improvement 
of the breed of cattle, by which small bulls were prohibited, 
under severe penalties, from running at large, On this last oc- 
casion no one dreamed that a hurrioai\e of papular indignation 
was about to be raised, but so it was : the people took sides 
with the little bulls. The law was denounced as being aristo- 
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cratic, and intended to favor the rich, who, by their mooej, had 
become posaeseed of large bolls, and were to make a profit by 
the destruction of the small ones ; and besides this, there was 
a generous feeling in the hearts of the f^opia in favor of an 
equality of jiriviUfrt-s even among bull-. These two laws over- 
threw many a politieian, never to recover again or be seen in 
the public councils. "Hie " Wiggins' loan" and " the little buD 
law" will be long remembered by numerous aspirants ibr o& 
fice, who were sunk )>t tbcm so low in the pHblic &vor, that 
the " hand of resurrection has never reached them/' 

At this seauoD of 1830-°1. the cTuninal code was fiist adapted 
to penitentiary punlahmMit, and ever after the old system of 
whipping and pillory f'-r the puniahiaenk of crimes has been 
disused. In the course of fifteen years' experieDce ondcr the 
lu'w -^ystoin, I am compelled to say that crime hi» iocreascd out 
of all pniportion to the increti>« of inhabilaj.t^<. 

At this s(>-v>ion there wa> a curious contest in th« electioB 
of a Stale Treasurer. Judge Uall was th« candidate of th« 
Kinney men ; John Di nu-nt was the candidate «f Governor 
lii'vnolds. Hall was a violent anti-Jarkson nun, hut bad beeo 
olitor of a noTspapor in fiivor of Kinney. Dement was ao 
original .laekx.u lu^i, but had warmly supported Gcw^nior 
Reynolds. The Kinni>y men wcrv the ultrai^ts, the prc«crip- 
tioiiists. and the wholi>4iog-n)£n of the party, but yot Ihcy 
fought innnfiilly fbr Hall, whilst tiie autiJackMii members 
foii^'lit OS manfully for Dement. ( *u this quoation the two fMU^- 
tii'.t cjcchniigiHi positions and r.-uididatc*. 

Not Uini; ailiT the adjoumnu-nt qf uliis s^ v-ion. news came 
oriiislurliaiuvs by the Indiana, in the lox^t river «xHmtrv. It 
appears Umt a treaty had bw»n mado by tk«. Hurison at !*t. 
l.A>ui», in No\embcr, 1M>I, with tlw cjii«>& of the Sac and Fox 
nations of liuli.ius by which thoao Indians had coded to tha 
rnitctl States nil their land on Kcn-k river, and much uvoro 
clsowboro. Tttis treaty was cwiiUrmcd by a part of the tfUna 
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in a treaty with Gov. Edwards and Auguste CLouteau, in Sep- 
tember, 1815, and by another part in a treaty with the same 
commissioners in May, 1816. The United States had caused 
some of these lands, situate at the mouth of Eook river, to be 
surveyed and sold. These lands included the great town of 
the nation, near the mouth of the river. The purchasers from 
the government moved on to their lands, built houses, made 
fences and fields, and thus took possession of the ancient me- 
tropolis of the Indian nation. This metropolis consisted of 
about two or three hundred lodges made of small poles set up- 
right in the ground, upon wjiich other poles were tied trans- 
versely, with bark at the top, so as to hold a covering ofbark 
peeled from the neighboring trees, and secured with other strips 
of bark, with which they were sewed to the transverse poles. 
The sides of the lodges were secured in the same manner. The 
principal part of these Indians had long since moved from their 
town to the west of the Mississippi. 

But there was one old chief of the Sacs, called Mucata Mu- 
hicatah, or Black Hawk, who always denied the validity of 
these treaties. Black Hawk was now an old man. He had 
been a warrior from his youth. He had led many a war party 
on the traU of an enemy, and had never been defeated. He 
had been in the service of England in the war of 1812, and had 
been aid-de-camp to the great Tecumseh. He was distinguished 
for conrage and for clemency to the vanquished. He was an 
Indian patriot, a kind husband and father, and was noted for his 
integrity in all his dealings with his tribe and with the Indian 
traders. He was firmly attached to the British, and cordially 
hated the Americans. At the close of the war of 1812 he had 
never joined in making peace with the United States, but he 
and his band still kept up their connection with Canada, and 
were ever ready for a war with our people. He was in his 
p'ersonal deportment grave and melancholy, with a disposition 
to cherish and brood over the wrongs he supposed he had re- 
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ceivod from the Americans. He was thirsting for revenge 
upon his enemies, and at the same time lis piety constrained 
him to ijcvciti' a day in the year to visit the grave of a &vorite 
daughter buried on the Mississippi riv<T. not &r from Oqoaka. 
Here he came on his yearly vij^it. and -^jh nt a day by the grave, 
lamenting and bewailing the death of one who had been the 
pride of his fiunily and of his Indian home. With the«<; feel- 
ings was mingled tin- certain and melancboly prospect of the 
estinction of his tril>c. and M.- transfer of hi-; country, with 
its many silvery riv>T«, rolling and green prairies, and dark 
forcst.i. the haunts of his youth, to the possession of • hat<><i 
enemy ; whilst he and his people were t<> be driven, ai^ he sup- 
posed, into a strange country, t'jr from the graves of his Ci- 
thers and his children. 

Black Hawk's own account of the treaty of 1804 i« as lol- 
lows. lie says thaf ""me Indians of the tribe were arrested 
and imprisoned in St. LouU for murder, tkit some of th, chicft 
were S4'nt down to provide for their delenoc ; thiit whilst there, 
and without the consent of the luuion, they were induced to s. '1 
the Indian country ; timt whe« thoy came home, it appeuvd 
tliat they had been dnwk ni..st of the I'.mc they were ah«*>nt, 
and could s:i^o noanxiunt of wh-it they had done, except that 
they had s.il.1 some land t.. the white po'plo. and had come 
home loaded with pres,-iits and Indian finery. Tliis was all that 
the nation (fvar hcan.! or know alH>ut the treaty of lSf>l.* 

* It may b« well h«r« to mention, that »amt liistoriui* of Xht BUck 
n«wk w»r h«ve taken mneh of tlu- m»tt<T of their hiatorin* from a lifa 
of niaek Itawk written at Rix-k lalanj in IMS or JSM. porpoHinft to 
havo been lii* own •talonicnt* vrillen down on Uie i>|Hit. Thi« work 
haa milled many. Ulark Hawk knew but littK if anyUiin|b alwut it 

111 point of fact, it wa« got up from iho tUlemeaU of Mr. Antoine I.e 
t'lore and I'ol. l>Il^oll|v.•rl. and waa wrillrn bya prinirr, and was never 
iiil<Mi.lod for anything but a catcli-penny puhlieation. Mr 1^ Olere 
w»» a halfbree.1 Indian interpreter, and lol. DaTcnport an old Indiaa 
trader, wboM •ympalbiea were atronitly enliiled in faror of th« ladtani^ 
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Under the pretence that this treaty was void, Ije resisted the 
order of the government for the removal of his trihe west of 
the Mississippi. In the spring of 1831, he recrossed the river, 
with his women and children and three hundred warriors of 
the British band, together with some allies from the Pottawat- 
omie and Kickapoo nations, to establish himself upon his an- 
cient hunting-grounds and in the principal village of his nation. 
He ordered the white settlers away, threw down their fences, 
unroofed their houses, cut up their grain, drove ,off and killed 
their cattle, and threatened the people with death if they re- 
mained. The settlers made their complaints to Governor Rey- 
nolds. These acts of the Indians were considered by the gov- 
ernor to be an invasion of the State. He immediately addressed 
letters to Gen. Gaines of the United States army, and to Gen. 
Clark the superintendent of Indian affairs, calling upon them to 
use the influence of the government to procure the peacefid re- 
moval of the Indians, if possible ; at all events to defend and 
protect the American citizens who had purchased those lands 
from the United States, and were now about to be ejected by 
the Indians. Gen. Gaines repaired to Eock Island, with a few 
companies of regular soldiers, and soon ascertained that the In- 
dians were bent upon war. He immediately called upon Gov- 
ernor Eeynolds for seven hundred mounted volunteers. The 

and wliose interest it was to retain the Indians in the country for the 
purposes of trade. Hence the gross perversion of facts in that book, 
attributing this war to the border white people, when in point of fact 
these border white people had bought and paid for the land on which 
they lived from the government, which had a title to it by three dif- 
ferent treaties. They were quietly and peaceably living upon their 
lands when the Indians, under Black Hawk, attempted to dispossess 
them. As yet, I have seen no excuse for Black Hawk's second inva- 
sion of the State in breach of his own treaty with Gen. Gaines in 1831 ; 
but the sympathizers with the Indians skip over and take no notice of 
that treaty, so determined have they been to please their own country- 
men at all hazards. 
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governor obeyed the requisition. A call was made upon some 
of the northern and central counties, in obedience to whidi fif- 
teen hundred volunteers rushed to his standard at Beardstown, 
and about the 10th of June were organized and ready to be 
marched to the seat of war. Ibe whole force was divided into 
two raiments, on odd battalion and a spr battalion. "Dte 1st 
regiment was commanded by Col. James D. Henry, the 2d 
by CoL Daniel Lieb, the odd battalion by Major Nathaniel 
Buckmastor, and th.- spy ba'.t.ilioii )<y Major Samuel \Vliit<:-siJe. 
The whole brigade was put under the command of Major Gen- 
cral Joseph Duncan, of the State Militia, lliis was the largest 
military force of lUinoians which had ever been assembled in 
the State, and made an impoong appearance as it traversed the 
then unbroken wilderness of prairie. 

The army proceeded in four days to the Missia^pi, at a place 
IK1W called Rockport, about eight miles bdow the mouth of 
Rock river, whore it iiu-t Gen. Gaines in n s!<!unboat. with a 
supply of provisions. Here it encamped for one night, and 
here the two generals concerted a plan of operations. Gen. 
(iaiiii's had been in the >i<ani(y cHho Indian town for about a 
month, during which time it might be mipposcd thir. he had 
made himself lhorou};klr acquainted with the localities ^pd 
topography I > I' the country. The next morning the volunteers 
marched forward, with an old n^r-il-ir scKiicr for a guide. 
The steamboat with Gen. (i:iiiu< a.«icvuded the river. A battle 
was expi'ctcd to be fought th.-»t dnv on Vandrufl' > Island, oppo- 
site the Iiuliiui i.'WH. The plan wa* for tlie voluniivrs to crow 
the slough on to this island, ijive luttlo to the enemy if found 
ttun\ and then to ford (lu main river into the town, where they 
were to l.e met by the regular force coming down (torn the 
fort, nio island was ivvered with busbc* and vines, so a.< to 
l.e impeii.tral.le tO ilie sis-lit at the distance of twenty feet. 
General Gaines ran his steamboat up to the point of the island, 
and ficcd several rounds of grapo and canister shot into it to 
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test the presence of an enemy. The spy battalion formed in 
line of battle, and swept the island ; but it was soon ascertained 
that the ground rose so high within a short distance of the bank, 
that General Gaines's shot could not have taken effect one hun- 
dred yards from the shore. The main body of the volunteers, 
in three columns, came following the spies ; but before they had 
got to the northern side of the island, they were so jammed up 
and mixed together, officers and men, that no man knew his 
own company or regiment, or scarcely himself. Gen. Gaines 
had ordered the artillery of the regular army to be stationed on 
a high bluff which looked down upon the contemplated battle- 
field a half mile distant, from whence, in case of battle with 
the Indians in the tangled thickets of the island, their shot were 
likely to kill more of their friends than their enemies. It 
would have been impossible for the artillerists to distinguish 
one from the other. And when the army arrived at the main 
river, they found it a bold, deep stream, not fordable for a half 
mile or more above by horses, and no means of transportation 
was then ready to ferry them over. Here they were in sight 
of the Indian town, with a narrow but deep river running be- 
tween, and here the principal part of them remained until scows 
could be brought to ferry them across it. 

When the volunteers reached the town they found no enemy 
there. The Indians had quietly departed the same morning in 
their canoes for the western side of the Mississippi. Whilst in 
camp twelve miles below the evening before, a canoe load of. 
Indians came down with a white flag to tell the General that 
they were peaceable Indians, that they expected a great battle 
to come off next day, that they desired to remain neutral, and 
wanted to retire with their families to some place of safety, and 
they asked to know where that was to be. General Gaines an. 
swered them very abruptly, and told them to be off and go to 
the other side of the Mississippi. That night they returned to 
their town, and the next morning early the whole band of hos- 
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tile Indians re«roased the river, and thus entitled themaelTes to 
protection. 

It has been stated to me by Judge William Thomas, of Ja<^- 
sonvQIe, who acted as quArtermastcr of the brigade of volnn- 
teers, that Gaines and Duncan had reason to believe^ before the 
commencement of the march from the camp on the Mississippi, 
that the Indians had departed from their yillage, that measures 
had been taken to ascertain the tuA before the Tolunteers cross- 
ed to Vaodniff 's IsUnd, that Gen. Duncan in oompany with the 
advanced guard, following the spies preceded the main army 
in crossing, and that this will account for the want of <»>der and 
confusion in tln' march of the troops. 

1 was myself in company with the sji^-s I arrired at the river 
a mile in advance of the army, I saw Gen. Gaines ascend with 
liis boat to the point of the island, was within one hundred 
yards of him when he fired into the island to tes^t the prescsoe 
of the Indians ; I marched ahead with the spies across the iabad, 
saw with mr own c_\ <.'« the elevati<.-ii of the land near the dmc, 
which would have prevented cannon-slK>t taking effect more 
than one hundred yardsL I also know the cmidition of the tdand 
ii» to bushes and vines, and saw the artillery force from the fort 
stationed on the high bluff on the opposite side of the rivw. I 
was on the Ivank of the main river when Gen. Duncan came up, 
followed, soon oAor, by his brigade in the utmost confusioD, and 
heard him reprimand John S. Miller, a substantial and worthy 
oitiaen of Ii<K'k Island, for not Kttin:; him know that the nuin 
river was on the north side of the island; and I beaid Miller 
curse him to his fiice at the head of his troops, for refusing his 
eorvioos as guide when offered the evening before ; and then 
censuring him for not giving information which be had refined 
to rvHvive. I uive the laets as I i>crsonally know them to be 
tnio, and leave it to others to jiuljie whether the two Generals 
knew of the departure of the Indians ; had taken proper meas- 
uree to aaoertaiu the jiresemv of an encmv. or had made the 
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best disposition for a battle if the Indians had been found either 
at their village or on the island. Much credit is undoubtedly 
due to Gqt, Eeynolds and Gen. Duncan for the unprecedented 
quickness with which the brigade was called out, and organized, 
and marched to the seat of war, and neither of them are justly 
responsible for what was arranged for them by Gen. Gaines. 

The enemy having escaped, the volunteers were determined 
to be avenged upon something. The rain descended in torrents, 
and the Indian wigwams would have fiimished a comfortable 
shelter ; but notwithstanding the rain, the whole town was soon 
wrapped in flames, and thus perished an ancient village which had 
once been the delightful home of six or seven thousand Indians ; 
where generation after generation had been born, had died and 
been buried ; where the old men had taught wisdom to the 
young ; whence the Indian youth had often gone out in parties 
to hunt or to war, and returned jn triumph to dance around the 
spoils of the forest,»or the scalps of their enemies ; and where 
the dark-eyed Indian maidens, by their presence and charms, 
had made it a scene of delightful enchantment to many an ad- 
miring warrior. 

The volunteers marched to Eock Island next morning, and 
here they encamped for several days, precisely where the town 
of Eook Island is now situated. It was then in a complete 
state of naJture, a romantic wilderness. Fort Armstrong was 
built upon a rocky cliff on the lower point of an island near the 
centre of the river, a little way above ; the shores on each side 
formed of gentle slopes of prairie extending back to bluffs of 
considerable height, made it one of the most picturesque scenes 
in the western country. The river here is a beautiful sheet of 
clear, swift-ruiming water, about three quarters of a mile wide, 
its banks on both sides were uninhabited, except by Indians 
from the lower rapids to the fort, and the voyage up-stream af- 
ter several days' solitary progress through a wilderness country 
on its borders came suddenly in sight of the white-washed walls 
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and towers of the fort, petched upon a rock surrounded by die 
grandeur and beauty of nature, which at a distance gave it the 
appearance of one of those enchanted castles in an uninhabited 
desert, so well described in the Arabian-Nigto EjitertunmeDts. 

General Gaines threatoied to pursue the Indians across the 
river, which brought Black Dawk, and the ctiiefi and braves of 
the hostile band, to the fort to sue for peace. A treaty was here 
formed with them, by which they agreed to remain forever after 
on the west mde of the river, and never to recross it without 
the permission ot the president or the governor of the State. 
And thus these Indians at last ratified the treaty of 1804, by 
which their lands were sold to the white people, and they agreed 
to live in peace with the government. 

Rut notwithstanding this treaty, early in the spring <^ 18S2, 
BUck Hawk aiid the disaffected Indians prq>ared to reassert 
tlu'ir right to the disputed territory. 

The united Sacs and Fos nations were divided into two parties. 
Black Hawk commanded the warlike band, and Keokuk, another 
chief, beaded the band which was in &vor of pearo. Keokok 
was a bold, sagacious leader of his people, w:is giAed with a wild 
and stirring eloquoooe, ran? to be found even among Indians, by 
means of which he retained the greater part of his nation in 
amity with the white people. But nc«riy all the bold, turbu- 
lent spirits, who delighted in miachiei; arranged themselves 
under the bannexs of his rival. Black Hawk had with him tiw 
chivalry of his nation, with which he rccr«»»>d the Missisi]^ 
in the spring o( 1 SSi He directed his maich to the Ro«* river 
coimtrv. and this time aimed, by marching up the river into 
the iHxintries of the rottawattomiea and Winnebagoea, to make 
them his allien Covon.or RepioUK up^^n being informed of 
the ftcta, ntade another call for whmtccrs. In a frw days 
ei)iht«vii htmdred men mili.xi imder his banner at Beardstown. 
This force was orgiuii/.<d into four regiments and a spy bat- 
talion. Col. Dewit iwamanded the 1st wgiment, CbL Fry 
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the 2d, C!ol. Thomas the 3d, Col. Thompson the 4th, and Col. 
James D. Henry commanded the spy battalion. The whole 
brigade was put imder the command of Brigadier Gen. Samuel 
Whiteside, of the State militia, who had commanded the spy 
battalion in the first campaign. 

On the 27th of April, Gen. Whiteside, accompanied by Gov. 
Reynolds, took up his line of march. The army proceeded by 
way of Oquaka, on the Mississippi, to the mouth of Rock river, 
and here if was agreed between Gen. Whiteside and Gen. At- 
kinson, of the regulars, that the volunteers should march up 
Rock river, about fifty miles to the Prophet's town, and there 
encamp to feed and rest their horses, and await the arrival of 
the regular troops in keel boats with provisions. Judge Wil- 
liam Thomas, who again acted as quartermaster to the volun- 
teers, made an estimate of the amount of provisions required 
until the boats could arrive, which was supplied, and then Gen. 
Whiteside took up his line of march. But when he arrived at the 
Prophet's town, instead of remaining there, his men set fire to 
the village, which was entirely consumed, and the brigade 
marched on in the direction of Dixon, forty miles higher up the 
river. When the volunteers had arrived within a short dis- 
tance of Dixon, orders were given to leave the baggage wagons 
behind, so as to reach there by a forced march. And for the 
relief of the horses, the men left large quantities of provisions 
behind with the wagons. At Dixon, Gen. Whiteside came to 
a halt, to await a junction with Gen. Atkinson, with provis- 
ions and the regular forces ; and from here parties were sent 
out to reconnoitre the enemy and ascertain his position. The 
army here found upon its arrival two battalions of mounted 
volunteers, consisting of 275 men, from the counties of M'Lean, 
Tazewell, Peoria, and Fulton, under the command of Majors 
Stillman and BaUey. The officers of this force begged to be 
Dut forward upon some dangerous service, in which they could 
distinguish themselves. To gratify them they were ordered 
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up Rock river to spy oat die Indians. Major Stallman began 
his inarch on the 12th of May, and pursuing his way on the 
south-east side, he came to " Old Man's'' creek, since called 
" Stillman's Run," a small stream which rises in \Miite Rode 
Grove, in Ogle county, and fails into the river near Blooming- 
ville. Here he encamped just before ni^; and in a short 
time a party of Indians on horseback were discovered on a 
rising ground about one mile distant from the encampmoit. 
A party of Stillman's men mounted their horses without orders 
or commander, and were soon followed by others, stringing 
along for a quarter of a mile, to pursue the Indians and attack 
them. The Indians retreated after di^Iaying a red flag, the 
emblem of defiance and war, but were overtaken and three of 
them slain. Here May t Samuel Haddton, being dismounted 
in the engagement, distinguished himself by a combat with one 
of the Indians, in which the Indian was killed, and Major Hack- 
elton afterwards made his way on foot t.. the cftmp of Gen. 
Whiteside. Black Hawk was near by with his main force, and 
being prompt to repel an avv.iiiit, soon rallied hi< men. amount- 
ing then to about seven hundred warriors, and moved down 
upon Major Stillman's camp, driving the disorderly rabble, the 
recent pursuers, before him. Those valorous gentlemen, lately 
BO hot in pursuit, when the enemy were few, wcrt? no le-> h.i.««y 
in their retreat, when coming in contact with superior numbers. 
Iliey came with their lior-t-s in a fiiU run, and in this manner 
broke through the camp of M«jor Stillman, spreading dismay 
and terror among the nst of his men, who immediately began 
to join in the t1ii;l.i, s^^ tlwt no etfort to rally them could possi- 
bly have succeeded. Major StillnL-ut. now tvvi late to remedy 
the t>vil!. of insubordination and disorder m his command, did 
all that Mw practicable, by ordering his men to fall back in 
nnl.r, and form on hipher v'nnind ; but as the prairie rose bo- 
hind thorn for luoiv than a mile, the ground for a rally w.is 
never diaoovored; and bc.viiK* this, when the men once got 
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their backs to the enemy, they commenced a retreat, -without 
one thought of making a further stand. A retreat of undis- 
ciplined militia from the attack of a superior force, is apt to be 
a disorderly and inglorious flight ; and so it was here, each man 
sought his o-wn individual safety, and in the twinkling of an eye 
the whole detachment was in utter confusion. They were pur- 
sued in their flight by thirty or forty Indians, for ten or twelve 
miles, the fugitives in the rear keeping up a flying fire as they 
ran, until the Indians ceased pursuing. 

But there were some good soldiers and brave men in Still- 
man's detachment, whose individual efforts succeeded in check- 
ing the career of the Indians, whereby many escaped that night 
who would otherwise have been the easy victims of the enemy. 
Amongst these were Major Perkins and Captain Adams, who 
fell in the rear, bravely fighting to cover the retreat of their 
fugitive friends. But Major Stillman and ■ his men pursued 
their flight without looking to the right or the left, until they 
were safely landed at Dixon. The party came straggling into 
camp all night long, four or five at a time, each fresh arrival 
confident that all who had been left behind had been massacred 
by the Indians. The enemy was stated to be just behind in full 
pursuit, and their arrival was looked for every moment. Eleven 
of Stillman's men were kUled, and it is only astonishing that 
the number was so few. 

It is said that a big, tall Kentuckian, with a very loud voice, 
who was a colonel of the militia, but a private with Stillman, 
upon his arrival in camp gave to Gen. Whiteside and the won- 
dering multitude the following glowing and bombastic account 
of the battle : " Sirs," said he, " our detachment was encamped 
amongst some scattering timber on the north side of Old Man's 
creek, with the prairie from the north gently sloping down to 
our encampment. It was just after twilight, in the gloaming 
of the evening, when we discovered Black Hawk's army coming 
down upon us in solid column ; they displayed in the form of a 
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creaoent upon the brow of the prairie, and sudi aoairacy and 
predflion of military movements were never witnessed by man ; 
they were equal to the best troops of WeUington, in Spain. I 
have said that the Indians came down in solid column, and dis- 
played in the form of a crescent ; and what was most wonder- 
ful, there were large squares of cavalry resting upon the points 
of the curve, which squares were !sii|.f-.rt<-d again by other 
columns fifteen deep, extending back throogfa the woods and 
over a swamp three-quarters of a mile, which again rested npoa 
the main body of Black Ilawk's army bivouac«d upon the 
banks of the Kiahwakee. It was a terrible and a glorious sight 
to see the tawny warriors as they rode alMig our flanks at- 
tempting t<> outflank us with the glittering moonbouns glisten- 
ing from their polished blades and banushed qtears. It was a 
sight well calculated to str'.ko consternation into the stoutest 
and boldest heart, and accordingly oar men <oon began to break 
in small squads, for tall timber. In every Uttle time the route 
became general, the Indians were upon oar flanks and threaten- 
ed the destruction of the entire detachment. About this time 
Major StiUman, Col. St(f|Jienaon, Mi^r Perkins, Capt. Adams, 
Mr. Hackelton, and myself with same others, threw ourselves 
into the rear to rally the fiigitiTis and protect the retreat. But 
in a short time all my corapanions fell, bravely fighting hand 
to hand with the savage enemy, and I alone was left upon the 
field of battle. About this time I discovered not &r to the left 
a corps of horaemen which seemed to be in tolerable order. I 
immediately deployed to the left, when leanii^ down and 
placing my body in a recumbent jxustur* upon the mane of my 
hone, so as to bring the heads of the horsemen between my 
eye and the horiion, I discovoxcd hy the %ht (rf* the moon that 
they were gontlomcn wlm did not wear hata, by which token I 
knew they were iu> iVionds of mine. I thereibre ma.lo a rv^lwv 
grade movomoiit aiul recovcr»>d my former position, where I 
remained some time meditating what further 1 could do in the 
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service of my country, when a random-ball came wliistling by 
my ear and plainly whispered to me, ' stranger, you have no 
further business here.' Upon hearing this, I followed the ex- 
ample of my companions in arms, and broke for tall timber, 
and the way I run was not a little, and quit." 

This colonel was a lawyer, just returning from the circuit 
with a slight wardrobe and Oiitty's. Pleadings packed in his 
saddle-bags, all of which were captured by the Indians. He 
afterwards related, with much vexation, that Black Hawk had 
decked himself out in his finery, appearing in the wild woods, 
amongst his savage companions, dressed in one of the colonel's 
ruffled shirts drawn over his deer-skin leggings, with a volume 
of C!hitty's Pleadings under each arm. 

Major Stillman and his men were for a long time afterwards 
the subject of thoughtless merriment and ridicule, which were 
as undeserved as their battle, if so it may be called, had been 
unfortunate. The party was raw mUitia ; it had been but a 
few days in the field ; the men were wholly without discipline, 
and, as yet, without confidence in each other, or in their ofiicers. 

This confidence they had not been long enough together to 
acquire. Any other body of men, under the same circum- 
stances, would have acted no better. Tbej were as good a 
material for an army, if properly drilled and disciplined, as 
could be found elsewhere. 

In the night, after their arrival at Dixon, the trumpet sounded 
a signal for the ofiicers to assemble at the tent of Gen. White- 
side. A council of war was held, in which it was agreed to 
march early the next morning to the fatal field of that even- 
ing's disaster. In consequence of the ill-advised and misjudged 
march from the Prophet's town, tiie wastefulness of the volun- 
teers, and leaving the baggage wagons behind to make a forced 
march without motive or necessity, there were no provisions in 
the camp, except- in the messes of the most careful and ex- 
pmenced men. The majority had been living upon parched 
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com and cofTee for two or du-ee days. But QuartemuiBter 
Tlomaa, anticipatiiig the result of the council, went oat in 
search of cattle and hoga, which were obtained of Mr. John 
Dixon, then the only white inhabitant on Rock river, abore ita 
mouth. By liiis means, before daylight the next morning the 
army was supplied with some fresh boet, which they ate with- 
out bread, and now they bc^an their march for the scene cf 
the disaster of the night before. ANlien the volunteers arrived 
there the Indians were gone. Tliev had aotttered oat all over 
the country, some of them further up Roclc river, and others 
towards the nearest settlements of white people. 

A party of about sevoity Indians made a descent upon the 
small settlement of Indian creek, a tributary of Fox river, ai^ 
there, within fifteen miles of Ottawa, tliey maaaaored fifteen 
persons, men, women, and diildren, <^ the &milie8 of Messrs. 
Ilall, Davis, and Pettigrev, and took two young women pris- 
oners. Theae were Silvia and Raohel Hall, the one aboot sev- 
enteen and the other aboat fifteen years old. 

This [Mirty of Indians immediately retreated into the Win- 
nebago country, up Rook river, carrying the scalp* of the alun 
and their prisoners with them. Indian wars are the wars of a 
past age. They have always Ux-n characterized by the sune 
fiTotity and cruelty on the part ol" the Indians. To desoibe 
thia massacre is only to repeat what has been written « hundnd 
times ; but the history of this war would be imperfect without 
some account of it. The Indians approached the house in 
which the three fomilies were aaaemhiod, in the day time. 
Thoy entered it auddenly, with but littlo notice. Svuno of the 
inmates wore immediately shot down with rifk«a, others were 
picn-cl through with H|^H>ani or despatched with the tomahawL 
The Indians nftorwanlN related with an infi-rnal gliv, how the 
woimn liii.l squeaked like gcoao when ilu v wcr« run through 
the l».>l.\ with gpeiuis or fi It the sharp i.-iaahawk entering tlwir 
their hoada. All iho victims were oarcftdly aoklped ; their 
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bodies were mutU'ated and mangled ; the little children were 
chopped to pieces with axes ; and the women were tied up by 
the heels to the walls of the house ; their clothes falling over 
their heads, left their naked persons exposed to the public 
gaze. 

The young women prisoners were hurried by forced marches 
beyond the reach of pursuit. After a long and fatiguing jour- 
ney with their Indian conductors, through a wUdemess country, 
with but little to eat, and being subjected to a variety of for- 
tune, they were at last purchased by the chiefs of the Winne- 
bagoes, employed by Mr. Gratiot for the purpose, with two 
thousand dollars, in horses, wampum, and trinkets, and were 
safely returned to their friends. 

Gen. Whiteside, finding no Indians in the vicinity of the 
recent battle-field, and being destitute of provisions, contented 
himself with burying the dead. He gathered up their muti- 
lated bodies as well as he could, and buried them in a common 
grave, on a ridge of land on the old trace, south of " Stillman's 
run," and put up a rude board, hewn from a tree, as a memo- 
rial of the slain. He then returned to Dixon, where, on the 
next day, Gen. Atkinson arrived with provisions and the regu- 
lar forces. The army now amounted to twenty-four hundred, 
and had the men been willing to serve longer, the war could 
have been ended in less than a month, by the capture or de- 
struction of all Black Hawk's forces. But the volunteers were 
anxious to be discharged. Their term of service had nearly 
expired. Many of them had left their business in such a con- 
dition as to require their presence at home ; and besides this, 
there was much dissatisfaction with the commanding general. 
To require further service from unwilling men was worse than 
useless, for a militia force will never do any good unless their 
hearts prompt them to a cheerful alacrity in performing their 
duty. The militia can never be forced to fight against their 
will. Their hearts as well as their bodies must be in the 
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service ; and to do any good, they must feel the utmost con- 
fidence in their officers. They were first matched back to die 
battle-field in porauit of the Indians, and then, by Pawpaw 
Grove and Indian creek, to Ottowa, where the whole, at their 
urgent request, were discharged by Governor Re^Tiolds, on the 
27th and 28th of May. 

The governor had previously iwued orders for raising two 
thousand additional volunteers, to rendezvous at Beardstown 
and Flcnnepin. In the meantime, be called for a volunteer 
regiment from amongst those recently discharged, to remain in 
defence of the country nntil the new f<irc«a could be assembled. 
Such a reginii iit was readily raised, of which Jacob Fry was 
elected colonel, James D. Henry lieutenant-colonel, and John 
Thomas major. Whiteside, the late commanding general, vol- 
unteered as a private. The diflerent companies of this regiment 
were so dii!|>i>sed of :i.s to guard all the frontiers. Captain Adam 
W. Snyder was sent to range through tbe country betweea 
Rock river and Galena ; and whilst be was encamped net tu 
distant from Burr Oak Crove. on the night of tbe I Till of June, 
bi.s company was fired upon by the Indians ; the next moming 
bo purMiod them, four in luuiilM^r, and drove tbem into a sink- 
lu>li> in the ground, where his company chanred on them and 
killed the wlu.le ^^f the Indiana, with the loss of one man mor- 
tally wounJtd. As he returned to hia camp, bearing his 
woundeil soldier, the n»en sutfrring much from thirst, scattered 
in seardi of water, when they wetv shar]>ly attadted bv about 
wventy liulian*, who had Uvn Mvr.-tlv walchiiu; thvir motions, 
and (iwiiiiiiijj a gixxl opportunity. II, < men, as umal in smeh 
ca-His, were taken by surprises ainl -ome of them oommcnced a 
hfthly relrijil. (.^iptnin .'^lOil.-r oalled ujxmi G»»n. Whiteside, 
then a |>rivuie in his company, to assist him in forming his 
111.11 ; the general pnxliumed, in a loud voioe, tliat he would 
alimit the first man who atttMiipto^l to run. The men werv soon 
formed into rank. Both parties took iK^sition behind trees. 
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Here General Whiteside, an old Indian fighter and a capital 
marksman with a rifle, shot the commander of the Indians, and 
they from that moment began to retreat. As they were not 
pursued, the Indian loss was never ascertained; but the other 
side lost two men killed and one wounded. Captain Snyder, 
General Whiteside, and Colonel (now General) Semple, are 
particularly mentioned as having behaved in the most honor- 
able and courageous manner in both these little actions. 

On the 15th of June, the new levies had arrived at the places 
of rendezvous, and were formed into three brigades ; General 
Alexander Posey commanded the 1st, General Milton K. Alex- 
ander the 2d, and General James D. Henry commanded the 
3d. On the march each brigade was preceded by a battalion 
of spies, commanded by a major. The whole volunteer force 
this time amounted to three thousand two hundred men, besides 
three companies of rangers, under the command of Major Bo- , 
gart, left behind to guard the frontier settlements. The object 
in calling out so large a force was to overawe the Pottawatto- 
mie and Winnebago Indians, who were hostile in their feelings 
to the whites, and much disposed to join Black Hawk's party. 

But before the new army could be brought into the field, the 
Indians had committed several murders. One man was killed 
on Bureau creek, some seven or eight miles above Princeton ; 
another in Buffalo Grove ; another between Fox river and the 
Illinois ; and two more on the east side of Pox river, on the 
Chicago road, about six miles north-east of Ottawa. On the 
22d of May, Gen. Atkinson had despatched Mr. St. Vrain, the 
Indian agent for the Sacs and Foxes at Rook Island, with a few 
men, as an express to Fort Armstrong. On their way thither, 
they fell in with a party of Indians led by a chief well known 
to the agent. This chief was called " The little bear," he had 
been a particular friend of the agent, and had adopted him as a 
brother. Mr. St. Vrain felt no fear of one who was his friend, 
one who had been an inmate of his house, and who had adopted 
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him as a brother, and approached the Indians with the greatest 
confidence and security. But the treacherous Indian, untrue in 
war to the claims of gratitude, friendship, and brotherhood, no 
sooner got him in his power, than he murdored and scalped 
him and all his party, with as little compassion as if be had 
never known him or professed to be his friend. 

Not long after the new forces were organized on the Illinois 
river. Black Hawk, with a hundred and fifty warriors, made 
an attack on Apple River Fort, situate about a quarter of a mile 
north of the prcsait village of Elirabclh, withm twelve miles 
of Galena, and defended by twMitv-five m«», under the com- 
mand of Captain 8tone. This fort was a stockade of loss stuck 
in the ground, with block4iouae« at the cc'mers < I' the square, 
by way of towers and baationsL It was made for the protectioo 
of a scattering vfllage of miners, who lived in their houses in 
the vicinity during the day, and retired into tiie fort for protos 
tion at night. The women and children, as usual in the day- 
time, were abroad in the village, when three men on an express 
from Galena to Dixon, were fired on by the Indian- lurking in 
ambush within a half mUo of the village, and retreated into 
the fort One of them was wounded ; his oompaniims stood 
by him nobly, retreating behind him, and keeping the Indians 
at bay by pointing thtur guns first at one and then at another 
of thu!H' who were rt>adie»l to advance. The alarm was hoard 
at the fort in tinie to rally the snttered inhabitants ; the hi- 
dinns soon eaino up within firing distance ; and now commenced 
n fearful struggle between the itmall party of t««nty-fiv« men 
in the fort, lurainst rix times tlioir numlwr of the enemy. Tlio 
liiilinns took po>»e.«ii.>ii of the log-housca, knocked holes in the 
walla, through which to fire at the fort with grxviter s»«irity to 
themselvea, and whilst some were firini; at the fort, othtr* 
broke the fomitnr«s doatroyed the prorision». and cat open the 
beds and seattored the foatlurs found in the houses. The men 
in the fort wore e^ceit^yl to the highest pitch of daaperation ; 
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they believed that they were contending with an enemy who 
never made prisoners ; and that the result of the contest must 
be victory or death, and a horrid death too, to them and their 
families; the women and children moulded the buUets and 
loaded the guns for their husbands, fathers, and brothers, and 
the men fired and fought with a fiiry required by desperation 
itself. In this manner the battle was kept up about fifteen 
hours, when the Indians retreated. The number of their killed 
and wounded, supposed to be considerable, was never ascer- 
tained, as they were carried away in the retreat. The loss in 
the fort was one man killed and one wounded. One of the men 
who first retreated to the fort, immediately passed on to Galena, 
and there gave the alarm. Col. Strode of the militia, who com- 
manded in Galena, lost no time in marching to the assistance 
of the fort, but before his arrival the Indians had raised the 
siege and departed. Galena itself had been in imminent danger 
of attack ; at that time it was a village of four hundred inhab- 
itants, surrounded on every side by the enemy. Col. Strode, 
like a brave and prudent commander, took every possible 
measure for its defence. Even here in this extremity of dan- 
ger, a number of the inhabitants yielded their assistance un- 
willingly and grudgingly. There were a number of aspirants 
for office and command; and- quite a num.ber refused obedience 
to the mUitia commander of the regiment ; but Col. Strode 
took the most effectual mode of putting down these discontents. 
He immediately declared martial law ; the town was converted 
Into a camp ; men were forced into the ranks at the point of 
the bayonet ; and a press warrant from the colonel, in the hands 
of armed men, procured all necessary supplies ; preparations 
for defence were kept up night and day ; and the Indian spies 
seeing no favorable opportunity for attack, no considerable 
body of Indians ever came nearer the town than Apple Fort. 

About the time of the siege of the fort a party of Indians 
made an attack on three men near Fort Hamilton in the lead 
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mines, two of the men were killed and the other escaped. Geo. 
Dodge, of Wisconsin, who happened to arrive at the fint soon 
after with twenty moi under his command, made quick pursuit 
aAcr these Indiana, who were chased to the Pekatonica, and 
there took shelter under the high bank of the riyer. Genera] 
Dod^o and his f>artj charged upon them in their place of con- 
cealment and shelter and killed tl)e whole partj, eleven in num- 
ber, with the loss of thre« of his own brave men mortallr 
woiuided, and one who afterwarU reoovered. This little aotioD 
will equal any for courage, brill^'uicj and success, in the whole 
history of Indian wars. 

About this time, also, Ckpt. James W. Stephenson, of Galena^ 
with a part of his company, pursued a party of Indians into a 
small deiiM round thicket in the prairie. He ccxnmenoed a 
sovorc fire upon them at random, within firing distance of the 
thicket, but the Indians havini; every adviui(.ag«, <^u««edcd in 
killing a few of his men, he ordort^ a rvtr«at. Neither he nor 
the men wore willing to give np the fight ; and they oame to 
tho desperate resolution of returning and charging into the 
thicket upon the Indians. The command to charge was given ; 
the men obeyed with ardor and alacrity ; the captain himself 
led tho wny ; but before they had penetrated into the thickH 
twenty steps, tho Indians fired frx^n their covert : the fire was 
instantly returned ; the charge was m.ide a second and third 
time, each rime giving an.i nxviving the fire of the enemy, until 
three more of his men lay dead on the ground, and be himself 
was severely wounded. It now beoMne nec«ss.ay to retre«t, as 
he had from the first but a small part of his company aloi^ 
with liiin. This attack of Capt. Stoplio«»>n was unsuccessful, 
wul may have been im{»vdent ; but it equalled anythmg in 
modem warfare, in daring and de«|H>rate courage. 

TTie Indi.ms had now shown tliomsolves to be a cou^«geott^ 
aotlve and entcrpriaing enemy. They had scattered their war 
lartioe all ovcj: tho north, from Chicago to Galena, and from 
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the Dlinois river into the territory of "Wisconsin ; they occupied 
every grove, -^-aylaid every road, hung around every settle- 
) ment, and attacked every party of white men that attempted to 
penetrate the coimtry. But their supremacy in the field was of 
short duration ; for, on the 20th, 21st and 22d of June, the 
new forces assembled on the Illinois river, were put in motion 
by Gen. Atkinson of the regular army, who now assumed the 
command over the whole. Maj. John Dement, with a battalion 
of spies attached +o the first brigade, was sent forward in ad- 
T"" v A ^r ^ a^ '^™ army was to follow and concentrate at 

J '^^(^^HI^B-ent pushed forward across Eock river, and 
took pos^^ljl^vellogg's GrovCj in the heart of the Indian 
country. 

Major Dement, hearing by express, on the 25th of June, that 
the trail of about five himdred Indians leading to the south, 
had been seen -^ ' bin five miles the day before, ordered his 
whole command '■ saddle their^horses and remain in readiness, 
whilst he himself- ivith twenty men, started at daylight next 
morning to gain ;i telligence of their movements. His party 
had advance ./S<' t three hundred yards when they discovered 
seven Indian spies • some of his men immediately made pursuit, 
but their commaa' ir fearing an ambuscade, endeavored to call 
them back. In this manner he had proceeded about a mile ; 
and being followed soon after by a number of his men from the 
camp, he formed about twenty-five of them into line on the 
prairie, to protect tbe retreat of those yet in pursuit. He had 
scarcely done this before he discovered three hundred Indians 
issuing from the grove to attack him. The enemy came up 
firing, hallooing and yelling, to make themselves more terrific, 
after the Indian fashion ; and the major seeing himself in great 
danger of being surrounded by a superior force, slowly retired 
to his camp, closely pursued by the Indians. Here his whole 
party took possession of some log-houses, which answered for a 
fort, and here they were vigorously attacked by the Indians for 

6* 
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nearly an hour. There were brave soldiers in this battalion, 
among whom were Major Dement himseW; and Lieut Gov. 
Qwoy. a private in the ranks, who kept up such an active fire 
upon their assailants, and with such good aim, that the Indians 
retreated with the certain leas of nmc men left dead on the field, 
and probably five others carried away. The lose on the ride 
of the whites was five killed and three wounded. Major De- 
ment had previonaly sent an eiprtBs to Gen. Posey, who 
marched with his whole brigade at once to his relief; but did 
not arrive fi-r two hours after the retreat <Y the Indb's, Gen. 
Posoy moved next day a little to the north t uie In- 

diann. then mardied badi to Kollogg'a Grovl™*W»iit the ar- 
ri\*al < •( hiK baggage-wagons ; and then to Fort Hamilton, on the 
Pckatonioa. 

When the news of the battle at Kcllogg's Grove readied 
Disnn, where all the volanteers and the regular forces were then 
aaserablcd under command of Gen. .\tkin90n, Aloxander'a brig- 
ado was ordered in the dlrecdon of Plomb river, a short stream 
with numerous branehea, fidling into the Mlaaiaaippi tluTty.fiTe 
miles below Galena. t<< intercept the Indians if they attempted 
in tlut direction to eaoape by nscroasing the rirtst. Gen. At- 
kinson remained with the in&ntry at Dixon two daya, and then 
marcht>d, accompanied by the brij^Hlo of Ocn. Henry, towards 
the country of the fbor lakea, fiutht>r up Rock river. Coknel 
Jacob Fry. witli hi" regiment, wa.<< d«s|>atched in ad^-ancc by 
Gen. lli-nry, to meet some friendly Indians of the Pottawatto- 
mie tribe, oonmiaiuliHl by (Sildwell, a halfbrvd. and Shaubaiue, 
tho war-ohiol'of the nnlion. 

Gon. Atkinson having heard that Black Hawk had concen- 
trated hit fon-tMi at the four lakes and fortified his position, with 
tlie intention of d«5idini: the flite of the war by a general battle, 
marched with m nuu^h ha.ite as prudence wivuld warrant when 
invading a hoatilo and wildemees i.>ountry with undiaoipltBed 
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forces, where there was no means of procuring intelligence of 
the number or whereabouts of the enemy. 

On the 30th of June he passed through the Turtle Tillage, a 
considerable town of the Winnebagoes, then deserted by its 
inhabitants, and encamped one mile above it, ia the open prai- 
rie near Rock river. He believed that the hostile Indians were 
ia that immediate neighborhood, and prepared to resist their 
attack, if one should be made. That night the Indians were 
prowling about the encampment till morning. Continual 
alarms were given by the sentinels, and the whole command 
was frequently paraded in order of battle. The march was 
continued next day, and notMng occurred until the army arrived 
at Lake Kuskanong, except the discovery of trails and Indian 
signs, the occasional sight of an Indian spy, and the usual abun- 
dance of false alarms amongst men but little accustomed to 
War. Here the army was joined by Gen. Alexander's brigade ; 
and after Major Ewing and Col. Fry, with the battalion of the 
one and the regiment of the other, had thoroughly examined 
the whole countr/ round about, and had ascertained that no 
enemy was near, the whole force again marched up Eock river 
on the east side, to the Burnt village, another considerable town 
of the Winnebagoes, on the White Water river, where it was 
joined by the brigade of Gen. Posey, and a battalion of a hun- 
dred men from Wisconsin, commanded by Major (now Gen- 
eral) Dodge. 

During the march to this place the scouts had captured an 
old blind Indian of the hostile band, nearly famished with hun- 
ger, who had-been left behind by his friends, (for want of ability 
to travel,) to fall into the hands of Ms enemies, or to perish; 
by famine. Being, as he said, old, blind, and helpless, he was- 
never consulted or advised with by the other Indians, and- could 
give no account of the movements of his party, except ttat they 
had gone ftirther up the river. One historian of the war says 
that the army magnanimously concluded not to kill him, but 
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to give him plenty to eat, and leave him behind to end his life 
in a pleasant wnv by eating himself to death. Tlie old man, 
however, was denied this melancholy satisfaction ; for &lling 
in the way of Posey's men as tiny were marching to the camp, 
he was quickly despatched, even before he had satisfied his nat- 
ural hunger. This barbarous action is an indelible stain upon 
the men of that brigade. At this place, also, Captain Dunn, 
at present a judge in Wisconsin, acting as (Acer of the day 
of one of the regiments, was shot l>y a sentinel, and dangerously 
M-ounded. 

Up to the time of readiing the burnt tillage, the p rogreas of 
the command had been slow and uncertain. The oountty was 
comparatively an unexplored wildemei<» of forest and prairie. 
None in the command had ever been through it A few. who 
professed to know something of it, volunteered to act as gvddcs, 
and succeeded in electing themselves t<i be mOHary advisers to 
the commanding general. The numbers of the hostile party 
were unknown ; and a few Winnebagoos who followed the camp, 
and whose fidelity was of a very doubtful diaracter. were from 
necessity much listened to. but the intelligeooe received from 
thorn was always delusive. Short marches, frequent >t'.^ppagea, 
a]id oxplomiioii.<i always unsatis&otory, wer« the result, giving 
the enemy time to clmio the pursuing I'oroee, and every oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining their probable uiovenients and intentiooa. 

Till' ovi>ning tlio army arrived at the Burnt village, Captain 
Early, with hia ciimpniiy of tspiea, ritunicd from a scout, and 
reported the main trail of the Indians, not two hours old, to be 
thn-i' miloa In-yond. It was il.tenninixl to pursue rapidly next 
iiiiirning. At lui early hour next day, befiuv the trvx>ps were 
nwdy to march, two Msjular aoldiora, fishing; in the river one 
hundred njui fitly y.irils (Vom camp, were fired upon bv two 
Indians fW»iii the opposite shore, aiul one of them dangerously 
wounded. A part of the volunU<ers were immediately nuuvhed 
up the rivor in the direction indioattxl by Ouplain 1-^ly, and 
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Col. Fry's regiment, with the regulars, were left behind to con- 
struct bridges, and cross to the point from which the Indians 
had shot the regular soldier. A march of fifteen miles up and 
across the river, (fordable above,) proved Captain Early's re- 
port to be incorrect : no trail was discoverable. On crossing 
the river, the troops entered upon the trembling lands, which 
are immense flats of turf, extending for mUes in every direction, 
from six inches to a foot in thickness, resting upon water and 
beds of quicksand. A troop, or even a single horseman passing 
over, produced an undulating and quivering motion of the land, 
from, which it gets its name. Although the surface is quite 
dry, yet there is no difiiculty iji procuring plenty of water by 
cutting an opening through the stratum of turf. The horses 
would sometimes, on the thinner portions, force a foot through, 
and fall to the shoulder or ham ; yet, so great is the tenacity 
of the upper surface, that in no instance was there any trouble 
in getting them out. In some places the weight of the earth 
forces a stream of water upwards, which carrying with it and 
depositing large quantities of sand, forms a mound. The 
mound, increasing in weight as it enlarges, increases the press- 
ure upon the water below, presenting the novel sight of a foun- 
tain in the prairie pouring its stream down the side of a mound, 
then to be absorbed by the sand and returned to the waters be- 
neath. 

Discovering no sign of an enemy in this direction, the de- 
tachment fell back to the Burnt village, and the bridges not 
being yet completed, it was determined to throw over a small 
force on. rafts the next day. The Winnebagoes had assured the 
general that the shore beyond was a large island, and that the 
whole of Black Hawk's forces were fortified on it. In conse- 
quence of this information. Captain Early's, company were 
crossed on rafts, followed and supported by two companies of 
regulars, under the command of Captain Noel of the army, 
which last were formed in open order across the island, while 
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Gaptun Early proceeded to scour it, reporting afterwards at 
Head Quarters that he had found the trail of a large body of 
Indians; but CoL William S. Hamilton, having crossed the 
main river three miles below with a party of Menominies, re- 
ported the trail of the whole tribe on the main west shore, about 
ten days old, proceeding northward ; and it was afterwards as- 
certained that no sign had been seen upon the island but that 
of the two Indians who had fired upon the regular soldiers. 

Eight weeks had now been wasted in fruitless search for the 
enemy, and the commanding general seemed further from the 
attainment of lus object than when the seccmd requisition of 
troops wa^ otganized. At that time Poser and Alexander 
commanded each a thousand men. Hotry t<:«;>k the field with 
twelve himdred and sixty-two, and the regular force under Col. 
Taylor, now Major General, amounted to four hundred and fifbr 
more. But by thia time the volunteer force was rednced nearly 
one half. Many had entered the service for mere pastime, and 
a desire to participate in thi» excellent fun of an Indian cam- 
paign, looked upon as a frolic ; and certainly but few volun- 
teered with well-defined notions i>f the firtiguos. delavs. and 
hardships of an Indian war in an uns^^ttlcd and unknown country. 
The tedious marches, exposure to the weatho*, loss of horses, 
sickness, forced Bubmis>i' m to command, and disgust at the un- 
expected hardships and privations of a soldtw's lifo, produced 
rapid reductions in the numben of ewry regiment. IV great 
distance from the base of opcntions ; the difBcultiee of trans- 
p«.irtntion either by land or water, making it impct«4ble at any- 
time to have more than twelve days' provisions bi^forehand, 
still fVirther curtailed the powor of th* commanding general 
Such was the wasU<fulnoas of the volunteers, that they wer* 
ftvqueiitly one or two days short of pro\ i«ioo8 befbre new sup- 
plies pouKl bo fVimiahed. 

At this time thoro worts not more than fbur daya' rations in 



HISTORY OP ILLINOIS. 135 

the hands of the commissary, the enemy might he weeks in ad- 
vance ; the volunteers were fast melting away, but the regular 
infantry had not lost a man. To counteract these difficulties, 
Gen. Atkinson found it necessary to disperse his command, for 
the purpose of procuring supplies. 



CHAPTER 7. 

a<o. Pawr mwdM to Fori BaffllUas— GciMnh n<w7 ud Aldiadcr. tad M^ior Dodi^ 
U> Kurt WiimebHp)— G«o. AlkiMoo msalDed twMiid to baOd • fcn— Denrirtkia <ir 
the oounin *ai Ibc rtrtm al Fort Wl n M « i«« n Bwi . H«kt tntonatd •■ to Ike |ia^ 
Uoo of Black Bayt-OwBcU of wmr—A t ntm tM to rk>lau ontoi aad marck altar 
Um Indian*— Alexandtr^ ncn rrftar to marck— Dodfc^l bonaa brake dowa— AM- 
Tal oTCnMr'i compmBj~fnuti<4<imeBn aad iMbi rf aiaUaT— P« dowa by Gia. 
Hrarr-llu chararix m a BlDiaiT maa— Hank tv Rock nrtr~Daaiitlfm at 
Rock rirer— Man* (br (.>aBl>«rTT lakr— Expma to Gas. A ikl aa w MMPTwy oTiba 
Rinai or Black Hawk to Ika Vrtaeoada-Caakaioa of Ika W l— i i l m iiaa Marck 
tot Iha WlK»aila— Thmadar atom— Wraitoaa of Iba aa*— AnlTal al Ika Ibar 
Ukaa-FalHi alanB-ttaKrtpUoa of Ika Ibw lak«»-G«B. B«1a( aad Ika f^tm-Hwi. 
Dodaa— Afdoor of Ika OM*— Ohbo doaa apoa Ika lartlaaa Hallli of tka Wlimaila 
balcbu— DaAM of Ika ladlaaa— Tbair laimai acnwa Ika rtrer— Baaaoaa wk^ <Sa& 
Raary aad tba nilaato ninaiacn arvrr malTad oadli aktoad fbr vkai Om; tiMii 
tA—Gm. BaaiT'a daaik— lit* a.ain>l»r ai u dan; »*«i» af Ika Bvcifa to Ika Blaa 
rooaDdi— Bad maiaml of Htarj aad Ma ki%kda b) CSaa. Aiiktona Tia. AiUaaoa 
panoaa Uw tadlaaa tmm iba WTatetla 0»d«r of ai a iik Htafj H axo xm la 
ebaiia of ika hacgaca— Tbr; maM bu nbaUi— «:<«. Aiktaoia la (h>M da o a y a d \if 
Um lodlaaa— IiravBaVoaaklMinM— ll<«r]r adnnmoa ika Bate tmO— Oiaai 
■poB <k« mala h.h of Uw ladtaun aad afala da*ala Uaraa bata* Ga>. Aikiaaoa ai^ 
itTad aiih Uw miorikaaiVT— RMnaiof Blark lust !:>'>•.• -rr. , n panaH cT 
bin— Tba oaa-arnt DnM— CbrMfa aT BbK* Havk aad Ika rNfkM— DnerlfiUak 
o* Uw Pnipbai— ladlaa •pcMehat— Caa. Soxi-Iitariuirc* af Ika wdaaUMi TWrtj 
or p<««>— Black Ha«k aad Mbea prteaam lakaa i» WaiMaiiro— Makaa Iba loar 
ar Um I'akw, aad ai« MaiaRl to UMr owa raaaur. *«al afika MMUrip|d. 

AccoiiDiNo to prvv ious unu^pniMinta, Uie acwnl brigades 
took <i|> their linos o\' mardi on tbo lOlli of July, fiw tk«b' i»- 
B|HHiivo destinationa. C ol. Ewing's ro^nicAt w«» aent hac^ to 
l>i\on na an eacort l»r Ciiptain nmm. who wtw auppoaed to be 
niortnlly wouiuI.hI , tJoii. P.vs,-v marvhod to Fort HaniiltiMi on 
tlio l\-i kiiioiii,;!. as a guard to th* (Vontier country. Hemy, 
AloxAiidcr luid l>mli;.-, with their commanda, w<>rt> sent to Fort 
\\ iiiiu-l»ng.\ aituato at the Portago, betwtHsn the Fox and the 
Wiatwnain rivow; whilst Oon. Atkinaon himael^ ««U back with 
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the regular forces near to Lake Kush-Konong, and erected a fort, 
which he called hy the name of the lake. There he was to re- 
main until the volunteer generals could return with supplies. 
Henry and Alexander made Fort Winnebago in three days. 
Major Dodge having preceded them a few hours by a forced 
march, which so fatigued and crippled his horses, that many of 
them were unable to continue the campaign. Their route had 
been in a direct line, a distance of eighty miles, through a coun- 
try which was remarkably swampy and difficult. On the night 
of the 12th of July, a stampede occurred amongst the horses. 
This is a general wild alarm, the whole body of them breaking 
loose from their fastenings, and coursing over the prairie at full 
speed, their feet all striking the ground with force and sounding 
like rolling thunder, and by this nieans an hundred or more of 
them were lost or destroyed in the swamps, or on a log cause- 
way, three mUes in length, near the fort. 

A view of the country from the camp at Port Winnebago, 
presented the most striking contrariety of features. Looking 
towards the fort, a neat and beautiful erection among the green 
hills east of Fox river, were seen the two streams, the Fox and 
the WiscOnsm, with sources several hundred miles apart, the 
former in the east, the latter in the north, gliding as if to mingle 
their waters, until, when within three mUes of each other they 
sweep, the one to the northeast, the other to the southwest, as if 
they had met only to take a gallant adieu before parting in 
their adventurous journey, the one to deposite his sweet and 
limpid waters in the gulf of St. Lawrence, the other to contrib- 
ute his stained and bitter flood to the gulf of Mexico. The 
course of the Fox is short, crooked, narrow and deep, and 
abounds with the finest varieties of fish ; whilst the Wisconsin 
is long, wide, and comparatively straight, and is said to have no 
fish ; this, perhaps, is owing to its passage through the cypress 
swamps which render it unwholesome to the finny tribes, and 
is also the cause of the discoloration of its waters. This river 
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ia shallow, and abounds in sandbara, whidi, by consUnt diifting 
renders its navigation by steamboats, dangerous, if not impracd- 
cablo. Besides the rivcr-i. the face of the coontrjr is no less re- 
markable. The strip of land between the two riTers ia low, flat, 
nnd swampy, with no other growth but a coarse Tariety of roah, 
and at high-wntor so completely overflowed by the two streams as 
to convert oil tliat part of the United States cast of the Misais- 
sipiH into a great island ; a wisp of ^mw being thrown into the 
flood whore the two currents meet, will be divided, and one 
portion floated to the nortbem, the other to the soathem sea. 
Irlii-^t of Fos river, the land is gently undulating, presenting an 
cqunMc distribution of prairie of the richest mould, and timbo' 
of the finest growth, unobstrtided by underbmdi, and fiimisb- 
ins an abundance of a plant called pea-vine, an excellent food 
for cattle. Wc«t of the Wiscoii'^in. at the water's edgt, com- 
mence those tY'ivMiinc steps of rugged and barren rock, gamiab- 
ed with block and bristling pinea and hemlock, which, as the 
hunter progress*-! toward" the Mis"ia»ippi, he finds to terminate 
in a region mountainous, dre«rT, terriiie, and truly alpine ia all 
ita features. 

Two days were occupied at the fort in pitting provisiar'' : on 
the last of whidi the Winnebago ckir£> there reported that 
Black Hawk and his forw< were enonniped at the Manitou vil- 
l.'ii^o. thirty-five miles above Gen. Atkinaon, on Rock river, h 
a eouiu-il held K'tweon Alejcander, Henry, and Dodge, it was 
deternuned to violate onlers, by marching directly to the en- 
emy, with the hope of taking him by surprise; or at least put- 
ting him between tlh-m and li.n. .Vikinson ; thus cutting off 
his rurtlier reirwit to the north. Twelve oVKx'k on the 15th, 
was fipp«>intcd aa the ht>ur to march, twn. Henry proee««kd 
at once to reorganise his brigade, with a view to disencumber 
hlmaelf i>f his ^ifk and diMiu«int»i nien, that as little aa pMsi- 
l.le mijjht immxle the celerity of his mar«h. den. Alexander 
soon annouuced that his men wi<n< unwilling, and had refiiscd 



HISTOET OF ILLINOIS. 139 

to follo-w ; and Major Dodgfe reported Ms horses so much dis- 
abled by their late march, that he could not muster a force 
worth taking along. Gen. Henry was justly indignant at the 
insubordination and defection of his companions in arms, and 
announced his purpose to march in pursuit of the enemy alone, 
if he could prevail upon but fifty men to follow him. But 
directly after this, a company of mounted volunteers, under the 
command of Capt. Craig, from Apple river and Galena, in Illi- 
nois, with fresh horses, arrived at Fort Winnebago to join Major 
Dodge'^* battalion, which now made his force of men and horses 
fit for service, one hundred and twenty in the whole. General 
Henry's brigade, exclusive of Dodge's battalion, amounted to 
between five and six hundred men, but not more than four 
hundred and fifty had horses fit for service. On returning to 
his own brigade. Gen. Henry discovered that his own men, 
infected by association with those of Gen. Alexander, were on 
the point of open mutiny. 

Lieutenant-colonel' Jeremiah Smith, of Fry's regiment, pre- 
sented to Gen. Henry a written protest, signed by all the offi- 
cers of the regiment, except the colonel, agaiust the intended 
expedition ; but these mutineers had to deal with an officer of 
rare abilities as a commander of militia. General Henry was 
a complete, soldier ; he was gifted with the uncommon talent 
of commanding with sternness, without giving offence ; of for- 
cing his men to obey, without degrading them in their own esti- 
mation ; he was brave without rashness, and gave his orders 
with firmness and authority, without any appearance of bluster. 
In his mere person he looked the commander; in a word, he 
was one of those very rare men, who' are gifted by. nature with 
the power to command militia ; to be' at the same time feared 
and loved: and with the capacity of inspiring the soldiery with 
the ardor, impetuosity, and honorable impulses of their Com- 
mander. General Henry made no other reply to this protest 
than to order the officers under arrest for mutiny-; appointing 
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at the same time Collins' regiment as a goaid, to escort them 
to Gen. Atkinson. Colonel Smith, in great tar^idation, pro- 
tested that he did not know what the paper contained when he 
signed it, and implored the general's permiasioa to consult a 
few moments with the officers before further steps were taken. 
This being accorded, in less than ten miniiteB they were all col- 
lected at the general's quarters, manifestiiig the utmost contri- 
tion, many of them wiUi tears, and pledging themselves, if for- 
pivcii, to return to their duty and never be guilty of the like 
offence again. Hie general, than whom none better understood 
human nature, or had more c^tacily to act on it, made them a 
few remarks, tempered with dignity and kindness ; the officers 
returned to their duty, and it is but doing them justioe to say, 
that from that hour, no men ever behaved better. Alexander's 
brigade marched back to General Atkinson. 

From this place Gen. Henry took up his line of march on 
the 15th of July, accompanied by Poquette, a half-breed, and 
the " Wliito Pawnee," a Winnebago chiof. as guides, in quest 
of the Indians. On the roots to the head waters of Rock river 
ho was frequently thrown from a direct line by intervening 
swamps ejttendinji for miles. Many of them were cn^saed, but 
never without difficulty and the lose of hors**. .\fier three 
days' hard marching, his forces rncainped upon the beautiful 
stream of Rock river. "ITii* rivtst is not exivcdcd by any 
other in natural beauty. It.^ waters are cl««r ; its bottom and 
bajiks rocky or pebbly. Ilie country on each 5ide is either 
rolling, rich prairio. or hiUs crowned with fbr.-^!s five (iwn un- 
derifrowth, and its curn-nt swee[wt to the M»sissippi, de^p and 
l)old. Here throe Winnoltagocs ga\-e intolligtwce that Black 
Hawk wn-s oiuaraped at t>a«»H'rry lake, f\urther up the river. 
Kol) ing upon this information, it was settled by Gen. Henry 
to make a fon\>d march in that dirvvtion the next moniing. 
l).H-tor M.rrynuui of Springfield, and \V. W. Woodbridge of 
Wisconsin, were despatched as expresses to Gen. Atkinson. 
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Tliey -were accompanied by a chief called Little Thunder, as 
guide; and having started about 4ark, and proceeded on their 
perilous route about eight mUes to the south-west, they came 
upon the fresh main trail of the enemy, endeavoring to escape 
by way of the Four Lakes across the Wisconsin river. At the 
sight of the trafl, the Indian guide was struck with terror, and, 
without permission, retreated back to the camp. Merriman 
and Woobbridge returned also, but not imtil Little Thunder 
had annovmced his discovery in the Indian tongue to his coun- 
trymen, who were in the very act of making their escape when 
they were stopped by Major Murray M'Connell, and taken to 
the tent of Gen. Henry, to whom they confessed that they had 
come into camp only to give false information, and favor the 
retreat of the Indians ; and then, to make amends for their per- 
fidy, and perhaps, as they were led to believe, to avoid imme- 
diate death, they disclosed all they knew of Black Hawk's 
movements. Gen. Henry prudently kept the treachery of 
these Indians a secret from his men, for it would have taken all 
his influence and that of all his officers to save their Kves, if 
their perfidious conduct had been known throughout the camp. 
The next morning (July 19th) by daylight, everything was 
ready for a forced march, but first another express was despatch- 
ed to Gen. Atkinson. AU cumbrous baggage was thrown away. 
The tents and m.ost of the camp equipage were left in a pile in 
the wilderness. Many of the men left their blankets and all 
their clothes, except the suit they wore, and this was the case 
in every instance with those who had been so unfortunate as to 
lose their horses, such as these took their guns, ammunitiorij 
and provisions upon their backs, and travelled over mountain 
and plain, through swamp and thicket, and kept up with the 
m.en on horseback. All the mrai now marched with a better 
spirit than usual. The sight of the broad, fresh trail,' inspired 
every one with a lively hope of bringing the war to a speedy 
end ; and even the horses seemed to share somewhat in the 
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general aidor. Hiere was no murmuring, there wa« no excuse 
or complaming, and none on the rick r^wrt. Tlie first day, in 
the afternoon, they were oTertaken by one of thoee storms 
common on the prairies, black and terrific, accompanied by 
torrents of rain, aiid the most fearful lightning and thunder ; 
but the men dashed on through thicketa almost impenetraUe, 
and swamps almost impassable, and that day marched upwards 
of fifty miles. During thia day'-e march. Gen. Henrv, Major 
M'Connell, and others of the General's stafi^ often dismoonted 
and marched on foot, giving their horses to the footmen. 

That night, the st<>rm raged till two o'dock in the morning. 
The men, cjihaustod with fittigue, threw themaelTes aupperkaa 
upon the muddy earth, covered with water, for a little rest 
The rain made it Impoeaible to kindle a fire or to cook, so 
tliat both officers and men contented themselres with eating 
some raw meat and some of the wet Sour which they carried 
in their sacks, and wluch was conrerted into a soft dough by 
the drenching rains. A similar repast served them nest 
morning for breakfast. The honea had &rod but little better 
than the men. The goTvmment funiiahed nothing for them 
to eat, and they were obliged lo subsist that night upon a 
scanty grasDg, confined within the limits of the camp. 

Ni'xt morning (July -.:o\, the storm had abated, and all were 
on the march by ilavludit. and after a march as hard as that 
on tlu< day U'torxN iho artiiv oji«ani}H>l at night upon the 
banks of oiio of the A-ur ioken formitu; the ««.Hirc« of the 
t'ntlish river in Wisconsin, and luiur the plai-e uiivro the In- 
dians bad cnnmi[HHi the |>i\<vioui$ night. At this place the men 
wore ablo to make firc> and cook their supivrs. and this they 
did Willi a hearty ginnl will, having travelled alKHit one hun- 
>lrixl miles without tasting aiij tiling but raw RxhI, and without 
h«v iiig seen a spark of iir,<. Tlwt night they again laid upon the 
ground, miuiy vf tliom « iih uotltiiig but tlie sky for a ivvorii^ 
and slept soundly and sweitiv, like mou upon their beds at 
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home. All were in fine spirits and high expectation of over- 
taking the Indians next day, and putting an end to the war by 
a general hattle. The night did not pass, however, without an 
alarm. One of the sentinels posted near the bank of the lake, 
fired upon an Indian gliding in his eanoe slyly and stealthily to 
the shore. Every man was aroused and under arms in an in- 
stant, but nothing followed to continue the alarm. A small 
black speck could- be seen by aid of the star-light on the sur- 
face of the lake, but no enemy was visible. 

The march was continued by early light in the morning, (July 
21,) with imabated ardor ; passing round the lake on the edge 
of the water ; and after crossing a tongue of land running 
down between two of the lakes, the army forded a considerable 
stream, the outlet of one lake running into another. After 
this, they ascended a rising ground from whence could be seen, 
at one view, three of these beautifiil sheets of water. The 
lakes and the surrounding coimtry of sloping prairies and wood- 
ed hills stretching away ,in the distance, presented some very 
striking and beautiful scenery. . The hand of civilization had 
not then disfigured its natural beauty. The smoke of the log 
cabin and the ragged worm fence were not then to be seen. 
All was wild and silent save the distant roar of surging waters 
lashed into motion by the constant, but ever-varying winds, 
llie men, however, had but little time to contemplate the beauty 
of the scenery around them. They were hurried forward by 
the continual cry of " Close up your ranks,'' as the officers, 
whose duty it was to direct and accelerate the march, rode 
along the lines, admonishing them to keep up with the advanced 
guard. This day's march was stpl harder than any which pre- 
ceded it. The men on foot were forced into a run to keep up 
with the advancing horsemen. The men on horseback carried 
their arms and baggage for them by turns. 

Major William Lee D. Ewing (since a Major General) com- 
manded the spy battalion, and with him was joined the battalion 
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of Major Dodge, of Wisoonain. These two officers, with thrar 
commands, were in the advance ; but with all their ardor thej 
were never able to get out of right of the main body. Gai. 
Henry, who remained with the main body, deqiatdied M^ 
M'Connell with the advance guard, so as to get the earliest 
intelligence of any unusual occurrence m front About noon 
of this day, the advance guard was close upon the rear^guard of 
the retreating enemy. It is to be regretted that we have no 
account of the management, the perila, and hair-breadth escapes 
of the Indians in cmdnctnag their retreat All that we know 
is, that for many miles before they were overtaken thdr broad 
trail was strewn with camp kettles and ba^age of various kinds, 
which they had thrown away in the huny of thdr fligfat Hie 
Bight of these articles encouraged Henry** men to |»«aB for- 
ward, hoping soon to put an end to this vexatious border war 
which bad so much disturbed the peace of our northern frontier 
settlements. About noon, also, the scoots ahead came sud 
donly upon two Indiana, and as they were attnnpting to escape 
one of them was killed and left dead on the field. Doctor 
Addison Philleo coming along shortly after, walped this Indian, 
and for a long time afterwards exhibited the scalp as an evi- 
dence of his valor. Shortly after this, the r»>ar guard <rf the 
Indians began to make feint stands, as if to bring on a battle. 
In doing so, their design was merelr t<> gain time for die main 
body to roach a roort> advantageous poaitioD. A fi;w shots 
would be exchanged, and the Indians would then podt ahead, 
whilst the pursuing force would halt to fi»m in the order of 
battle. In this way the Indians wt>r« able to roach the broken 
grounds on the blutfu of the Wisconsin river, by four o'clock in 
the afternoon, before they wejv ovurtaken. 

About this time, whilst the advanced guard was passing over 
some luieven ground, through the high grass and low timber, 
they were suddenly tinnl upon by a body of Indians who had 
hero secretod thonisolves. In an instant Mi^or Ewing's l^tal- 
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ion dismounted and were formed in front, their horses being 
removed into the rear. The Indians kept up a fire from behind 
fallen trees, and none of them could be discovered except by 
the flash and report of their guns. In a few minutes Gen. 
Henry arrived with the main body. The order of battle was 
now formed. Cbl. Jones' regiment was placed on the right. 
Col Cbllins' on the left, and Col. Fry's in the rear, to act as a 
reserve. Major Ewing's battalion was placed in front of the 
line, and Major Dodge's on the extreme right. In tliis order 
Gen. Henry's forces marched into battle. An order was given 
to charge upon the enemy, which was handsomely obeyed by 
Ewing's battalion and by Jones' and Collins' regiments. 

The Indians retreated before this charge obliquely to the 
right, and concentrated their main force in front of Dodge's 
battalion, showii^ a design to turn his flank. General Henry 
sent an order by Major M'Connell to Major Dodge, to advance 
to the charge ; but this ofiicer being of opinion that the foe was 
too strong for him, requested a reinforcement. Col. Fry's 
regiment was ordered to his aid, and formed on his right. And 
now a vigorous charge was made from one end of the line to 
the other. 

Colonel Fry's regiment made a charge into the bush and high 
grass where the Indians were concealed, and received the fire 
of their whole body. This fire was briskly returned by Fry 
and Dodge and their men, who continued to advance, the In- 
dians standing their ground until the men came within bayonet 
reach of them, then fell back to the west, along the high broken 
blulfs of the Wisconsin, only to take a new position amongst 
the thickest timber and tall grass in the head of a hollow, lead- 
ing to the Wisconsin river bottom. Here it Seemed, they were 
determined to make a firm stand ; but being charged upon in 
their new position, by Ewing's battalion, and by Collins' and 
Jones' regiments, they were driven out of it, some of them 
being pursued down the hoUcw, and others again to the west, 

r 



146 HISTORY or ILLINOIS. 

alonp the Wisconsin heights, until they descended the blufis to 
the A\'isciinsin bottom, which was here about a mile wide and 
\cry swampv, covered with thick tall grass, above the heads 
of men on horseback. It being now dark ni^'lit. further pursuit 
was stopped, and < 'ren. llcnr}- and his forces lay upon the field 
<•( battle. That night, Henry's camp was disturbed bj the 
voice of an Indian, loudly s-jiinding from a distant hill, as if 
giving orders or desiring a conference. It aflom-ards appeared 
tliat this was the voice of an Indian diief^ «[H:;ikin^ in the Win- 
nolmgo language, stating that the Indians had their squaws and 
families with them, that they were starving for pr<'\ ision's and 
were ii< t able to fight the white people ; and that if they were 
piriiiitt. .1 t.i pass peaceably over the Mis.-.issippi, they would 
do no more mis* hi. f. He <!poke this in the Winnebago tongue, 
ill li.ipvs that some of that pe<'[!<- wcn^ with Gen. Ilenrv, and 
would act as his interpreter. No Winnebagots were present, 
tiiij Imvinji nm at the commenoement of the action: and so 
his language was never ejcplniiu>l until afler the dose of the war. 
Ni xt morning early. Gen. Henry adrancrHl to the Wisconsin 
river, and nsit riain.Ni th«t the Indians had all cmsscd it, and 
made their os^apc into the n . ui.sair.H between that and tho 
Mississippi. It was ascertained after the battle, that the Indian 
loss amounted to si\ty-t>i}:ht leA dead on the field, and a laig© 
numlHT of wounde<l. of w Imm twonty-firc were afVenrards found 
il>;i.l along the Indian trail loading to the Misj.iv.ippL lieneral 
IKnry lost «>iu- man kille^l and eight wounded. It appearvd 
that tho Indiana, knowing that they were to fight a mount«d 
force, liad b«Hii traiiuMl to fire at au olevation to hit men on 
horsel.iuk : l.iit as G.n. ll.nn had .li^niounted Us fbmw, and 
B. Ill his horv. s into the rear, the IixlLins ovorshv^t there ; and 
thi« will BccouMt lor the very few men kilUnl and wounded hy 
them. 

We have now to account for the Hiot that iv-n. Henry never 
ns'iived abroad the cre-lit which was due him as the com. 
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mander, in this battle, or in any other during the war. In the 
morning after the battle, Col. Fry heard Major Dodge and Dr. 
PhiUeo consulting privately about writing an account of it to 
be published. He immediately conveyed this intelligence to 
Gen. Henry, suggesting that Dodge would claim all the credit, 
and advising Gen. Henry, as the only means of securing his 
rightful daim, to send an express immediately to Galena, with 
his own account of the battle. This prudent advice Henry 
neglected. 

Doctor PHlleo was the editor of a newspaper at Galena, 
called " the Galenian," then the only newspaper published north 
of Springfield, either in Illinois or Wisconsin. The war news 
always appeared first in this paper. The editor belonged to 
Dodge's battalion, and. when he wrote home the news to be 
published in his paper, he never mentioned Henry, except as a 
subordinate, or any other officer but Dodge. His letters chron- 
icled the doings of Gen. Dodge only, and by calling him Gen- 
eral Dodge, it was made to appear that he was the commander 
of the whole brigade, instead of a single battalion attached to it. 
These letters were copied into all other newspapers throughout 
the United States, as the authentic news of the war ; and never 
having been contradicted, the people abroad were thus deluded 
into the belief that Dodge was the great hero of the war. 
Henry was lost sight of; and now, in many histories, we find 
it asserted. that Dodge was the commander in this war; thus 
throwing out of sight both Generals Henry and Atkinson, as 
well as General Zachary Taylor, whOj as colonel, commanded 
the regular force. The world loves to be humbugged. This 
delusion was of immense advantage to Gen. Dodge; for al- 
though he was a man of very high merit, yet would he have 
been more fortunate than thousands of others equally meritori- 
ous, if this delusion did not assist much in getting the great 
name he afterwards obtained. He was first appointed a colo- 
nel of dragoons; then to be governor of Wisconsin territory; 
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then ho was ele(^ed a delegate from die territory to Congress; 
and after this he was again appointed governor of the territory. 
And it is but ju>.t to say of him, that independently of the re. 
nown he acquired in the Black Hawk war, he enjoyed great 
popularity and influence.* 

• DoDOKnuA Ifarch 17th, 1841. 

Hon. T^nniAa Fosn, — 

SiH, — The endoaed parafmph taken from the " MilvaliM Senti- 
nel and Gaiette," of Uie 17lh ulL, porporta to hsre be«n • leetore read 
by yon in the Senate cliamber, daring the late Mnion of Um Illinois 
l^itlatara, ^riog the " true kiatory of the Black Hawk War.' Will 
yon pleaae inform me at yoar aariiast eonreaieace, if yoa made the 
■tatementa attributed to you in the paragraph is qnartioa I 
Retpecl/uUy, your swraat, 

HmT Dooob 

VrMtniBii Baown Corarr, lucron, ) 
April XX \u;. S 

Sib, — After an abaenee of tiro weeki, on my retam to tka plae<v I 
had the hanor to receire your note of the 7tk nit, wkiek va* forward- 
ed to me from Springftdd. The extract cat (ram the Wneoaaia paper, 
endorsed in yuur lettw, does not contain a correct account of my lee- 
ture on the KUck Hawk var. It is crroneoiu in many important par- 
ticulars Thai leetnre was prepared from my own personal knowledge 
of Ibe campaign In 1»<r.l ; and from information of tke Tsrioos opers- 
tion* in 18Si, fram rariotM peraont ; more partienlaHy fWim Ma). Oea. 
Jacob Prr. of Lockport : Mai Murray McConneU, of JaeksoBTille ; I>r. 
F. II. Merriman, of Springfield; Mig. Gen. Wm. Lee D. Swing, lata of 
S|>riii);rirKI, and tlie Hon. John J. Strvart, lata a member of Ooagmk 
(ion. Fry commanded a regiment nnder Ocn. Benrv ; Gen. Kwing e«a- 
maoded the Kpy battalion of Henry V brigade; M^ MeConnell wat 
brlgsde-mi^or of Henry'* t.rit-n.lr ; Dr. Merriman wa* a^jntaat of Col- 
lint' regiment In Henry'* brig«.ir; and Mr. Stc«»ri eommaaded a bat- 
talion in il. I hare not had an oppoHunily to see and convene wilk 
I'ol*. ('ollini and Jonea, who commanded the other two w ^ ua sats b» 
longing In llonrv't eommaod in the battle of the Wiaconain. Bat Oes. 
Krv, 0«n. Ewing and Mi^. McOnnell. were witk Gen. Haary Ikroagk- 
out tl>« war. In oollecling the Ikcta and writing out the history of this 
war, my only ol^jeet hss been to arrire at, aad stats ths Inth ; for his- 
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General Henry's subsequent career was less brilliant, but 
tbis was because it was cut short by death. Although he was 
a man of very powerful and muscular make, not long after the 
war he was attacked with the consumption. He went to the 
South for his health, and died at New Orleans on the 4th day 

tory without truth, is of but little value. I concluded, therefore, be- 
fore publishing anything on the subject, I would deliver this portion 
of the history of Illinois as a lecture, at Springfield, during the session 
of the legislature, there being then many persons present, who had 
been out in the war, and who might be able to correct me when I might 
be in error. Such corrections were invited ; and accordingly I have 
received many, of which I have freely availed myself since. 

It is my intention to publish a history of Illinois in the course of the 
summer, but as yet I have neither directly nor indirectly authorized any 
of the newspaper notices of it made last winter ; nor have I given any 
sort of publicity to the matter more than a lecture can give. In the mean- 
time, I will be glad to avail myself of any information which yon may 
have it in your power to communicate ; and if I cannot, consistently 
with other evidence, follow your statements implicitly, they will be 
published entire, if not too voluminous. 

According to my present information I have felt it to be my duty to 
insist that Gen. Henry was the principal man in this war ; that he com- 
manded and directed all the movements of the troops from Fort Winne- 
bago to Bock river, and from thence to the Wisconsin, and throughout 
the battle which there ensued ; that he commanded a brigade of three 
regiments and a spy battalion ; and that you commanded but a single 
battalion of one hundred and twenty men. I have stated that on the 
march, your command, and the spies commanded by the late Gen. Ew- 
ing, were in front as the advance guard ; that in the battle you was 
stationed on the extreme right, but when a charge of the whole line 
was ordered by Gen. Henry, the Indians collected on the right in front 
of your battalion, showing a design to turn your flank, which caused 
Gen. Henry to order Col. Fry's regiment to form on your right ; which 
being done, you and Gen. Fry charged upon and drove the Indians into 
the head of a hollow leading down from the bluffs of the Wisconsin, and 
from thence, upon the charge of the whole brigade they were routed, and 
fled down the bluffs and across the bottom to the Wisconsin river. 
Gen. Fry and Maj. MoGonnell say, that your battalion did not dome 
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of March, 1834. Such was the amiable modesty and nnpre. 
tending merit of this man, that he never let it be known to the 
strangers among whom he resided, in his last sickness, that he 
was Gen. Henry of the Black Hawk war. This &ct was dis- 
covered to them only after his death. He left no fiwculy to in- 

into the action nntil re-enforced by Fry'i regiment. Xaj. MeConoell 
■ayi th»t he bore the order from Gen. Henry to yon to ebaige on the 
Indinni, but that yon thought you wu not strong enough. He rftnrn- 
ed with thi» uuvcr to Gen. Henry, ud then Henry tent Pry to re-en- 
foree you. Gen. Fry uyi, that when the Indiana fint began the attack 
you wa» in advance with Gen. Ewing'a battalion, and that you and 
your battalion immadiataly fell back into line. Thia la«t bH, I aee 
that I omitted to sl«te in my lectar& I hare aUo been informed that 
you would not agree to march from Fort Wionehago in pursuit of the 
Indian!^ tlierrby diaobeying the ordcn of G«a. Atkinaon. without a 
written order from Geo. Henry. Thii^ alao^ I aee I hare omitted ia my 
lecture. I aee upon examination, that I »aj<l nothing whaterer about 
written orders. 

I hare alto stated that when G«l Atkinaoa pursued the Indiaas 
acroa* the Wix-.'ioin. your battalion waa put ia adraace with the r«g> 
ulars; and that Gen. Heury's brigade wa* put in the r«ar with the hag- 
gage, by way of degrading him and his men, aa they understood the 
matter; that when Atkinson 'a adTance reached within four or fire 
niilc'H of the MiauMippi, it wa* fired on by about tweaty Indians: that 
he pursued them viih all hisferew^ (your* iaeJuded.) exe^ Henry* 
bri)(a(le, to a plaea on the rirrr, about ito or lihrM miles abore the en- 
eampmaat of the main body of Indiana ; that Henry coming up in the 
rear, and a* vrl being without orderly pursued the maia trail of the In- 
dians dirwlJy t.> the rivrr, where hi* brigade wa* the fint to attack 
tlx-ir main l>otly, sad had Lillivl or driren the principal part of them 
into ili<< river, nr over a slough on to a little willow ialaad, before Oea. 
Atkinson came up with hi* furcp^ iaeludiug your battalioa. These are 
the principal matters •lat.Hl by m^ so for a* you and lien. Heary are 
oonivnictl. 

1 hare liccn informed by Ccn. Fry, that directtv aiW the battle of 
Ihr \Vi«o»i>»in. he haard yoti and I>r. i'hillea, talking about writing out 
and sending away an aommnt of tlic baUJe ; that he meaUonsd the eir- 
eumstaaee to Qaa. Henry, and urged Henry inuaetliately to wriu oat 
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herit his honors and vindicate his fame. After his death, the 
selfishness of the many suffered the matter to rest. No one 
felt interested to vindicate the rights of the dead against the 
false claims of the living. If I had not undertaken to write 
this history, I am certain that I never should have thought of 

his report, and send it to Galena by express to be publislied, as the only 
mode of securing the credit due to himself; but Henry neglected to do 
so. This I have stated. I am informed also, by Fry, Merriman, Mc- 
Connell and Stuart, that you did write a letter to Gen. Street, or some 
other person, giving an account of the battle, in which you said nothing 
of Gen. Henry. But as I do not remember seeing the letter, I have not 
attempted to speak of its contents. It is said that this letter was pub- 
lished in the St. Louia papers, and from them was extensively copied 
throughout the Union, I have made no search as yet in St. Louis for it, 
and do not intend to speak of its contents unless I can find it; and then 
they will be stated correctly. 

I do not personally know that Doctor Philleo was with you in this 
campaign ; but during the war I was a reader of the " Galenian" news- 
paper of which he was editor. It contained many letters from the Doc- 
tor giving accounts of your operations, and saying but little of other 
ofiScers. I remember, also, that these letters in the " Galenian" were 
extensively republished in other papers, from which I have inferred 
that this is the true cause why Gen. Henry and the Illinois volunteers 
have never received credit abroad for what they deserved in this war. 

It is not true that I stated you were first brought into notice by this 
war, as is asserted in the Wisconsin paper ; or that honors and ofiSces 
were showered upon you and your family in oonsec[uence of your re- 
nown acquired in this war. But it is true that I have traced the par- 
allel between your good fortune and that of Gen. Henry, and I stated 
expressly in my lecture that independently of the renown which you 
acquired in the Black Hawk war, you have enjoyed great popularity 
and influence. 

It has been stated to me that after the war you endeavored to get 
Doctor Philleo the appointment of surgeon in the army, but that he 
could not pass an examination before the Medical Board. WUl you 
allow me to ask you how is this ! 

Doctor Merriman has informed me in writing, that when Henry, Alex- 
ander, and yourself, were sent to Fprt Winnebago for supplies, you pre- 
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doing it. And now whilst I attempt it, I wish to do GeaenH 
Dodge no iiijii>^tiro. That he is a brave, meritorious oflScer, I 
make no doubt ; and in this history I have djeerfully given him 
all the credit he is entitled tr>. But I tUnif mott pontitrefy that 
he was the prineipal man, either in rank or merit, in the Black 

ceded tha others • few honr» by ■ forced march, by which mart of yoor 
bones were disabled ; that after agreeiiig to murch with Henry in pur- 
suit of the Indiana, and after Alcxander^i bripadc had mntiiued and 
refused to march, you reported to Gen. Iloorr that you could raise no 
more tlinn forty horses; tlint Henry insisted that T'h should go eroi 
with that number; tliat you replied you would see what yoo eoold do; 
sn<l just at that time some frosh bonemcn rsme n]K malting your com- 
mand, which yoo took along, one himdred and twenty eAeetive men. 
I would he pirnsod to hare your statement concerning thiii 

I Itave noticed in the most flatteriaK manner yoor enea^ement, or 
rather charge upon the Indians at PeckatoaMm. A ihoH statement of 
this affair will be thankfUly reeaired. 

Tlio Illinoiti Tolunteers, when tlicy returned from the war, anaai- 
moosly gave Cien. Il.-ury the credit of being the principal man in itt 
and such has been the current and anirersa] belief la t!ii< '^ist<> rrcr 
since— now nearly fifteen years. Thi» baa undoubtedly had its iaflo- 
cnce on my mind, and as yet I perecire no good TMSoa vhy it oofht 
not to bare an influencek Rv pleaeeJ to direct your future eorre^fion- 
ilrtt<<< to Peoria, to whicb pUr* I intend to remove my fiuaily ia a few 
days. 

1 am, moat reapectftilly, your obedient serrant, 

THOMAS FORD. 
HiB Gx(>su.cacT IlnnT Dodck ) 
Itoil^o* iUo, Wincotiwn. y 

1 refrret rxrcfHlinjilT that after waiting about trt moatluk nothing 
hA« be«n rp<'.>ivod from Dot, I>cHl(re in answer to the foregoing leMer. 
Prom I Ik- eridenoe before m<^ 1 hare been eona«i«nlio«Mly of o|HaioB 
that OoT. n.i.lv-t. was not, and that tJeo, Henry was, eatitled to the 
.rr.lii of lM<iiitf tlw hero iJ lite Ut«,-k Hawk war ; that Dodge, whether 
iloniKiip.llr or not on his part, ha* b««B for the last fifteen year* wear- 
ing the laurel* due to Henry ; and I bar* enJcamred to tat forth that 
o|.iniou with manly indepondanea. Ii; bowerar, t^an. Dodg^ aftar 
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Hawk war. In doing so, I have no motive but a generous one. 
It is simply to do justice to the memory of the great and meri- 
torious dead — to the memory of him who, being removed from 
the scene of action, has no further power to do me either good 
or harm. And in doing so, I may be fortimate not to expose 
myself to the enmity of the powerful- living, who can do me 
both or either. 

In Dlinois, General Henry's merits have been always duly 
appreciated. He was the idol of the volunteers and the people, 

commencing a correspondence on the subject, had seen proper to con- 
tinue it in answer to the foregoing letter, and had oommnnicated any 
facts calculated to weaken the force of that opinion, he should have had 
the full benefit of his communications. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have found the following in NUes' 
Register of the 18th August, 1832: " Indian Wak. We have received 
the ' Missouri Republican' extra of the 1st instant, confirming the in- 
telligence published in our paper of Thursday of the defeat of the In- 
dians by General podge at the Wisconsin. The following letter from 
General Dodge gives a hope that the remnant of the Indians may be 
overtaken : 

" Camp Wisconsin, July 22, 1832. 

" We met the enemy yesterday near the Wisconsin river, and oppo- 
site the old Sack village, after a close pursuit for near a hundred miles. 
Our loss was one man killed and eight woundei From the scalps taken 
by the Winnebagoes as well as those taken by the whites, and the In- 
dians carried from the field of battle, we have killed forty of them. 
The number of wounded is not known. We can only judge from the 
number of killed, that many were wounded. From their crippled sit- 
uation, / think we must overtake them, unless they descend the Wis- 
consin by water. If you could place a field-piece immediately on the 
Wisconsin that would command the river, you might prevent their 
escape by water. Gen. Atkinson will arrive at the Blue Mounds on 
the 24th, with the regulars and a brigade of mounted men. / will 
cross the Wisconsin to-morrow, and should the enemy retreat by land, 
he will probably attempt crossing some twenty miles above Prairie 
du Chien. In that event the mounted men would want some boats for 
the transportation of their arms, ammunition, and provisions. If you 
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and if he had lived, his numerous friends would never have per- 
mitted him to submit to the unworthy artifices used to deprive 
him abroad and in history, of his well-earned glory. If be 
had lived, he would have been elected governor of the Stati in 
|S:{4. by more than 'JO/K»0 majority, and this would have been 
(liiiic against his own will, by the spontaneous action of the 
people. 

The next day after the battle of the Wivixmsin, for want of 
provisions, it was determined to (all back to the Blue Mounds. 
The Winnebagoea, who accompanied Henry during his forced 
march, had displayed their usual treadiery and cowardice, by 
rotroatinp at the commencement ff the battle. No one, then 
in the brigade, knew enough of the country to act as guide. 
lli-nrv had marched one hundred and thirty miles through an 
unknown and hitherto unexplored country, without roads or 

could procure for ui mud* Mackinmw boaU in tliat •rcol, u well u 
tome proTuion •uppUe*, it would grcaily facilitate our rieva. ExeoM 
^reat haat«. I am, with ^reat re>pe«t, your obadieal Mrraat, 

tt DODGE. 
CoL commanding; MicUigaii Vuluntccrt.* 

Tha fact that Gen. Dodfe wrota th« ft>ref{oin{! letter, bcfriaaiiig^ " He 
met the enemy," contiauing " (>«p Ion wa*,* Ac ** Wi hare kiUad 
forty of them," "/think ■• rau»t oiprtake them.' " / will croM tlM 
Witconain," •(>-.. the fad that he |->inla out to the officer at tVairiads 
t'hien vhat to do to iotoreept the Indiana and aid the wbiKik at if 
Dodge wa« in reality the commander, the Cart that be ngnt himat If 
" I'ol. commanding Michigan Volunteera." when he only commanded 
a small battalion, the fact that h« aava n»ihtn|; of Gen. Henry, wl* 
vrnt preaeiii. but do«« (prak of Gen. Alkinaoa, who waa abaeni, the fact 
Uiat thin letter w«» republitheJ an war new. in all the ncw»paper» 
in tlie t'nitcd .'^talea, and the (act that llanry bimadf nr^ cr mad* any 
rc|M.rl of the liatUc. will, wliolher I'.cn. iKvipe dmugnad it or not. tnf- 
fi.-irnlly explain the rcaaxn why GwL llcnry did noi ^i the credit 
abroad which waa and i. juatlv du* him. and alao the rvanin why tJen 
Dodge did get rrclii, which be never waa anlillad to, of b«iBf tha 
noro of tha Ulack Ilawk war. 
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land-marks, and now found himself in a position from which no 
one with him could direct his way to the settlement. He was 
without provisions for his men, or surgeons or accommodations 
for the wounded ; horses and men were worn down with fatigue, 
and they might he a week or more blundering through the wil- 
derness, before they found their way out. A coimcil was called 
to consider these difficulties; and whilst it was debating the 
course to be pursued, some Indians approached with a white 
flag, who were ascertained to be friendly Wimiebagoes. Their 
services were secured as guides. Litters were made for the 
wounded ; and the army was soon on the march for the Blue 
Mounds, which were reached in two days. Here Gen. Henry 
met Gen. Atkinson, with the regulars and Alexander's and Po- 
sey's brigades. It was soon apparent to Gen. Henry and all 
his officers, that Gen. Atkinson and all the regular officers, 
were deeply mortified at the success of the militia. They did 
not intend that the militia should have had any of the credit in 
the war. The success of Henry, too, was obtained by a breach 
of orders, and in defiance of the counsels of those who professed 
exclusive courage and knowledge in the military art. The reg- 
ular officers evidently envied those of the militia. General At- 
kinson had always relied most upon the regulars ; they had all 
the time been kept in advance, and now it was too much to be 
borne, that whilst they were forted at Lake Kushkowng, the 
Indians had been discovered, pursued, overtaken; and, victory 
obtained, by the Illinois militia. 

After spending two days in preparation at the Blue Mounds, 
the whole force, now under the direction of Gen. Atkinson, was 
again on the march ia pursuit of the Indians. The Wisconsin 
river was crossed at Helena, and the trail of the Indians was 
struck in the mountains on the other side. And now again the 
regulars were put in front ; Dodge's battalion, and Posey's and 
Alexander's brigades, came next ; and Henry was placed in the 
rear, in charge of the baggage, the commanding general thus 
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making known the ungeoerons envy which burned in Ids boeora 
against the brave men who had distinguished themselves in the 
previous battle. It was plain that if other laurels were to be 
won, th. \ were to be worn on other brows. Henry'* brigade 
flit that they had been visited with undeserved insult, for they 
well knew that they deserved better treatmait, and with one 
voice claimed the post of honor and of danger. But Hemy 
was too good an oflioer t<i utter a word of complaint, and his 
officers and men, though lately the vi< tor* in a well-fought field, 
following his noble example, quieUv trudged on in the roar, 
doing the drudgery of the army by taking charge of the bag- 
gage trains. 

Day after day the whole foree toiled in climbing and descend- 
ing mountains covered with den-w forests, and passing through 
swamps of deep, black mud lyii% in tlie intervening valleyai 
But the march was slow compared with that preceding the bst- 
tli' of the Wix-onsin. In this march were found, all aloBg the 
route, the metandioly c>'ideur«s of the execution done in that 
bnttlo. The path of the rctrvating ln<.!::ui:i was strvwn with 
the wounded who had died i>n the march, more &om neglect 
and want nl' tikill in dr('-*iii<; theJr \\ •Minds than from the mor- 
tal nature of the wounds thrii%»t-lvi *. Fivo of them worw AmumI 
dead at one place where the band had encnmp<>d for the night. 

About 10 o'clock in the morning of (lu< fourth day after 
crossing the N\' isconsin. Gen. Atkin.'>on'-i advance reached the 
blufTa on the <ii.st sido of tlio Mi•^.M^tsippi. The Intlians had 
reachiHi the Imnk of the river sumo time before. S^me had 
orosstHi, and i>ihors wore now making )>n*parations to m^ss it. 
The Rtoainboat " Warrior,'' commanded by Captain ThixH'k- 
iiioiton, ilo-k^tiulod to Uut plnixstbe day U-foro, .\s the steam- 
luwit nonrod the oanip ol' the Indians, thoy raised a white flag ; 
liiit Captain Tlirtiokraorton, U^lioving this to be treaeherouNly 
inlomloti, onionti tJiem to send a boat on board, which they 
tUniined doiKg. In the flip|vutt language of the Oiptain, after 
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allowing lihem fifteen minutes to remove their squaws and chilT 
dren, he let slip a six-pounder at them, loaded with canister shot, 
followed by a severe fire of musketry ; " and if ever you saw 
straight blankets, you would have seen them there." Accord- 
ing to the Captain's account, the " fight" continued for an hour 
and cost the lives of twenty-three Indians, and a large number 
wounded. The boat then fell down the river to Prairie du 
Chien ; and before it could return the next morning, the land 
forces under Gen. Atkinson had come up and commenced a 
general battle. 

It appears that the Indians were encamped on the bank of 
the Mississippi, some distance below the mouth of the Bad Axe 
river. They were aware that Gen. Atkinson was in close pur- 
suit ; and to gain time for crossing into the Indian coimtry west 
of the Mississippi, they sent back about twenty men to meet 
Gen. Atkinson, within three or four miles of their camp. 
This party of Indians were instructed to commence an attack, 
and then to retreat to the river three miles above their camp. 
Accordingly, when Gen. Atkinson, the order of march being as 
before, came within three or four miles of the river, he was 
suddenly fired upon feom behind trees and logs, the very tall 
grasp aiding the concealment of the attacking party. Gen. At- 
kinson rode immediately to the scene of action, and in person 
formed his lines and directed a charge. The Indians gave way, 
and were pursued by Gen. Atkinson with all the army, except 
Henry's brigade, which was in the rear, and in the hurry of 
pursuit left without orders. When Henry came up to the place 
where the attack had been made, he saw clearly that the wily 
stratagem of the untutored savage had triumphed over the 
science of a veteran general. The main trail of the Indians was 
plain to be seen leading to the river lower down. He called 
a hasty council of his principal officers, and by their advice 
marched right forward upon the main trail. At the foot of the 
high bluif bordering the river valley, on the edge of a swamp 
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densely oovra^ with timber, drift-wood, and imderbrudi, 
through which the tnul led fresh and broad, he halted his com- 
mand and lift his horses. The men were form«l on foot, and 
thus advanced to the attack. They wrrc preceded by an ad- 
vanced guard of eight men, who were ><nt forward a> a forlorn 
hope, and were intended {o draw the first fire of the Indians, 
and to disclose tin r»l.y to the main body where the enemy w»s 
to be found, preparatory to a general <*argc These eight men 
advanced boldly some distance, unti] they came within sight of 
the river, where they were fired upon by about fifty Indiana, 
and five of the eight instantly fell wounded or dead. The other 
three, protected behind tr< - ->, stood their ground until the ar- 
rival of the main body under Gen. Henry, which deployed to 
the right and left firom the centre. Immediately the bugle 
sounded a charge, every man ntdtcd forward, and the battle 
became general along the whole line. Thes<> fifty Indlw^ had 
retreated upon the main body, amounting to about three hun- 
dred warrioni, a force equal if not anperiw to that now contend- 
ing with them. It wiui !<x» apparent that tbey had be«i taken 
by surprise, lliey fought bravely and desperately, but seem- 
ingly \rithout any phin or concert ot' actioii. The bugle i^ain 
si.iiii.loii the ins|nring music of a chanre. The Indians were 
driven from tree to tree, and ft\im one hiding-place to another. 
In this manner thoy receded >i<"p by step, driven by the ad- 
vnncin^ foe, until they i> :ulu>l tlu' bank of the river. Here 
a desperate struggle ensued, but it was of short duration. The 
bloody )>ayoiu-t. in tlu- hands of excited and daring men. pur- 
suetl and drove thent forward into the waters of the river. 
Smii- of thorn triixl to swim tli.> river; otht^rs to take a tem- 
porary slioli.r on a small willow i>I.iii.l ntvir the shore. 

About thia timo tun. Atkin^^M). with the rt^lars and 
Dodge's battalion, arrive*), followed by lV-<.'\'!i and Alexan- 
der's nun. But the main work had been done before they 
came up. It had been determined that Henry's men should 
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have no share ia this day's glory, hut the fates, taking advan- 
tage of a blunder of Gen. Atkinson, had otherwise directed. 
After the Indians had retreated into the river and on to the 
island, Henry despatched Major MoConnell to give intelligence 
of his movements to his commander, who, whilst pursuing the 
twenty Indians in another direction, had heard the firing where 
Henry was engaged. Gen. Atkinson left the pursuit of the twenty 
Indians, and hastened to share in the engagement. He was met 
by Henry's messenger near the scene of action, in passing through 
which, the dead and dying Indians lying around bore fright- 
ful evidence of the stem -work which had been done before his 
arrival. He, however, lost no time in forming his regulars and 
Dodge's battalion for a descent upon the island. These forces, 
together with Ewing's battalion and Fry's regiment, made a 
charge through the water up to their armpits on to the island, 
where most of the Indians had taken their last refuge. All 
the Indians who attempted to swim the river were picked oif 
with rifles or found a watery grave before they reached the op- 
posite shore. Those on the island kept up a severe fire from 
behind logs and driftwood upon the men, as they advanced to 
the charge ; and here a number of regulars and of volunteers 
under Dodge, were killed and wounded. But most of the In- 
dians there secreted were either killed, captured, or driven into 
the water, where they perished miserably, either by drowning 
or by the still more fatal rifle. During these engagements a 
number of squaws were killed. They were dressed so much 
like the male Indians, that, concealed as they were in the high 
grass, it was impossible to distinguish them. It is estimated 
that the Indian loss here amounted to one hundred and fifty 
killed, and as many more who were drowned in the river, and 
fifty prisoners were taken, mostly squaws and children. The 
residue of the Indians had escaped across the river before the 
commencement of the action. The twenty men who first com- 
menced the attack, led by Black Hawk in person, escaped up 
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Uie river. Hie American loss amounted to seventeen killed, 
one of them a captain of Dodge's battalion and one a lieutenant 
of Fry's regiment, and twelve wounded. 

It appears that Black Hawk, with his twenty men, after the 
commenceinf nt of the battle by Gen. Henry, and after Gen. 
Atkinson had ceased pursuit, retreated to the DalU^ on the 
Wisconsin river. A number of Sioux and Winnebago Indians 
were sent in pursuit of him. These tribes, though sympathis- 
ing with the hostile band, were as accomplished in treachery 
to their fVienda, when friendship was most needed, as are a more 
civilized people. They had lately s^-en so striking a display of 
the strength •>!' the white man, that, like a more polished race, 
thoir mean and crafty natures dang to the side of power. 
Ilra<l<.l by the one-eTod Deoori, a Winnebago chieC they went 
in pursuit of Black Hawk and his party, and captured them 
high up on the Wisconsin rivt-r. The pri-mers were brought 
down to Prairie du < tu.-n and delivf-red np to ti.-n. Street, the 
I'uiti'.l Slates Indian Acont. .\mongst them wasa son of Black 
Ilnwk, and also the Pn^phet. a noti<d chief who fiirmorly re- 
sided at Prophet's t'wn, in Whiteoide county, and who w&ioiw 
of the principal instigators of ths war. He ha.* perhaps been 
correctly dcwribed as being about forty years old, tall, straight, 
and athletic ; with a Urge, broad Cmo ; short, bloat nose ; large, 
full eyes ; broad mouth ; thick lipt ; and an abondance of thick, 
coarse, black hair. IK- wa« the prio-it and prophet of his tribe, 
and lu< mingled with hi» \h<\\ charaotor the cruel feelings of a 
w lid beast of the feline tribe ; exhibiting in his looks a delib> 
emit' fcrooity, iukI cnibiHlyiiig in his persiw all our notions of 
l>ri<<stl) lutsnwinntitm itiui clerical murder. He was dre>>«d in 
A suit of MTV white det<rskin, ftjnged at the seams, and wore 
n hi>n<l-dr«»!w »l' white cloth, whioh t>»9<« s»<vor«l inchi<s above his 
h(>nd, and lu<l<l in one hand a white flag, whilst the other hung 
t^Tfltwily down l>v his side. 

The priaonert were presented by the two ohie&, Decori and 
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Cheater. The Decori said to Gen. Street : " My father, I now 
stand before you ; when we parted, I told you we would return 
soon. We had to go a great distance, to the Dalles of the 
Wisconsin. You see that we have done what we went to do. 
These are the two you told us to get (pointing to Black Hawk 
and the Prophet). We always do what you tell us, because 
we know it is for our good. My fether, you told us to get 
these men, and it woidd be the cause of much good to the 
Winnebagoes. We have brought them, but it has been very 
hard for us to do it. That one, Mucatah Muhicatah, was a 
great way off. You told us to bring them alive ; we have done 
so. If you had told us to bring their heads alone, we would 
have done it. It would have been easier to do than what we 
have done. My father, we deliver these men into your hands ; 
we would not deliver them even to our brother, the chief of the 
warriors, but to you, because we know you, and believe you 
are our friend. We want you to keep them safe. If they are 
to be hurt, we do not wish to see it. My father, many little 
birds have been flying about our ears of late, and we thought 
they whispered to us, that there was evil intended for us ; but 
now we hope the evil birds will let our ears alone. My father, 
we know you are our friend, because you take our part ; this 
is the reason we do what you teU us to do. My father, you 
say you love your red children ; we think we love you more 
than you love us. My father, we were promised much good 
if we Would take these people. We wait to see what good will 
be done for us. My father, we have come in haste, and axe, 
tired and hungry ; we now put these men in your hands." 

The foregoing is not given as a specimen of Indian eloquence ; 
but may serve as a fair example of the mean spirit, cringing, 
fawning, and flattering of these rude barbarians, when their nat- 
ural ferocity is overpowered by fear. 

It may at this day be interesting to hear the answer of the 
great Gen. Taylor, who was then a colonel of the regulars, to 
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this speech. lit- said : "Hie great chief of the warriors told 
me to take the i'ri>oiKTs. when you should bring Uiem, aad 
send tlii-m to him at ]i<K'k Island. I will take them and keep 
them saf.-. and use them well ; and will send them down by 
you and Gen. Strwt, when you go down to the council, which 
will be in a few days. Your friend. Gen. Street, advised you 
to get ready and go down to lix- oounciL I adviae you to do 
so too. 1 tell you again, that I will take tho prisoners, keep 
them safe, and do them no hann. 1 will deliver them to the 
groat chief of the warriors, and he will do with them and use 
them as he may be directed by your f^'eat ikther the president" 
Cliiater addressed Ui a. Sire- 1 as follows; " My &ther, I am 
young, and don't know bow to make speeches. This is the sec- 
i>iul time I have s|>okcn to you, before the iH>>ple. Mv &ther, 
I am no ehii t° 1 am no orator, but I have been allowed to speak 
to you. .My fiithcr, if I should n'>( speak as well as others, still 
you must li>ten to roe. My fioher. wbcai you made the ^po».■ch 
to the chiefs WaughJcon Daoori, Caraniance, the on»«yed D»- 
cori and others, ilu- oiher diiy, 1 w»^ then and heard vou. I 
thought wluit you said to them you also said (o me. You said 
if these two (ix.intiiig to Bhick Hawk and the Prophet) were 
brought to \ oil, a black cloud would never again hang over the 
\Viiinel(jigiH>a. M\ father, y<Hir wt.nla entered into my ears 
and into my h. art. I leA here that ver\ night, and you have 
ii.'i seen iu<- siiux- iniiil now. Xfv lather. I have been a great 
w!i> 1 iwve had much (nnible. But when I remember what 
} oil said, knowing \ on wer.' right, I kept right on, and did 
what vou tol.l me to do. Near the DalK-s on the WiscooaiB 
river, I took Bhuk Hawk. .No one did it but roe. 1 say this 
in ilie e;irN of nil prpaent ; Uiey know it to bo true. My father, 
1 am no eliief, Init wImI I Iwve done i^ lor the benefit of my 
iiiilion ; and I now ho|H> for tho gvnxl tlwt Ims been prvmii-ed 
lis. M\ father, that one, Wabokishick, (the profthel,) ia my 
kliiamaiu If lie is hurt, I do not wish to aee iL Tho soldiers 
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sometimes stick the ends of their guns into the backs of the 
Indian prisoners, when they are going about in the hands of the 
guard. I hope this will not be done to these men." This is a 
more manly specimen of Indian oratory,, showing much gener- 
ous feeling, delicately expressed. 

General Atkinson, with the regulars, had gone down to 
Prairie Du Chien, in the steamboat Warrior ; the volunteers 
had marched down by land. Here they met Gen. Scott, who 
had been ordered from the East to take the chief command in 
this war. In eighteen daysj Gen. 'Scott had transported a reg- 
ular force from Fortress Monroe, on the Chesapeake Bay, to 
Chicago. On their route up the lakes, they were dreadfully 
afflicted with the Asiatic cholera, then a new and strange dis- 
ease, making its first appearance on the continent of America. 
It suddenly broke out among his troops at Detroit, about forty 
miles from which place two hundred and eight men were landed, 
under the command of Colonel (now General) Twiggs, of whom 
it is said only nine survived. The main body under Gen. Scott 
came on to Chicago, but were attacked with the same disease at 
Mackinaw, and by the time they arrived at Chicago, the con- 
tagion was general ; and within thirty days, ninety more were 
carried to their graves. Gen. Scott staid at Chicago about a 
month, and reached the Mississippi at Rock Island, some time 
in August 1832 ; but not until the decisive affair at the Bad 
Axe had terminated the war. 

Upon the arrival of the troops at Prairie Du Chien, the vol- 
unteers were ordered to Dixon, where they were discharged, 
and then each merry, brave man, hastened as he pleased to his 
home, his kindred and friends. Black Hawk and his son, 
Naapape7 Wishick, and the Prophet, were sent down to Rock 
Island ; and with them went many of the "Winnebago chiefs to 
meet Keokuk, and the other chiefs of the Sacs and Foxs. 
But when they arrived at Rock Island, the place appointed for 
a treaty, the cholera had broken out there, so that Gen. Scott 
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and Gov. Reynolds, with the prisoners and other cfaie&, fell 
down to Jefferson Barracks ; where a treaty was made, by 
which the Sacs and Foxs ceded to the United States a large 
tract of land bordering on the Mississipjn, from the Desmoine 
to Turkry river, in the territory of Iowa. The prisoners named 
were held as hostages, lor the peaceable behavior of the hostile 
Indians. They were taken to Washington City, where they liiid 
an interview with President Jackaoa, to whom, it is reported, 
Black Hawk said : " I am a man and you are another. We 
did not expect to conquer the white people. 1 took up the 
hatchet to revenge injuries, which could no longer be borne. 
Had I borne them longer, my people would have said. Black 
Hawk is a squaw ; he is too old to be a chirC He is no Sac. 
This caused me to raise the war-wboop. I say no more of it. 
All is known to yoo. Keokuk once was here : you took him 
tiy the hand, and when he wanted to return you sent him b*ek 
to his nation. Black Hawk expects, that like Keokuk, we will 
be permitted to return too." The President told him. that 
when he was satisfied that all tilings would remain quiet, they 
should return. He tlit-n took them by the hand and dismissed 
them. Tliey were then sent to Fortress Monroe, where Black 
Hawk became much attached to Col. Eustiss, the commander 
at the fort. < >ii parting with him, BlacJc Hawk -^d : " The 
mi'Miory of your friendship will n>nmin until the Great Spirit 
NiYs, that it is time lor Ulack Hawk to ain|; his death song;" 
then |>n-.«eiiting him with a hunting-drmK, and some feathers 
of tlio white eaglo, he said : " Accept these, my hn^lhor ; I 
have jfivon one like them to the White Beaver," (Gen. Atkin- 
son.) " AcH^<|<t the-m (Vom Black Hawk, and when he i'< &r 
away, ihoy will s.>rvo to remind you of him. May the (>rt>at 
Sjiirit bless you and your children. Farvwdl.'' 

My order of the Preniilent, thi>so Indian prisoners, on the 4th 
day of Juno, 1883, \vin< returned to their own coimtry. They 
were taken to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and other 
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cities, to show them the numhers and power of the white peo- 
ple. In all these places they attracted great attention ; crowds 
everywhere collected to see them ; and they even divided the 
attention and curiosity of the public with Gen. Jackson him- 
self, who was then making the tour of the northern States. 
Amongst others, the ls(flies universally sought their acquaint- 
ance ; and one young lady, (said to be respectable,) in her ad- 
miration of Black Hawk's son, actually kissed him, before 
crowds of people. In return for their politeness and sympathy, 
Black Hawk told them that they were " very pretty squaws." 
They were returned by way of the New York canal and the 
northern lakes, to their own people in the wilderness west of 
the Mississippi. Black Hawk lived until the 3d of October, 
1840, when he was gathered to his fathers at the age of eighty 
years, and was hurried on the banks of the great river where 
he had spent his life, and which he had loved so much. 
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FIni aObiK for a Kallraad fyiiam— Ootral Balbaad— Impwekncal oT twOf aailk— 
Beniunln MUl>-OibM cObru lo tB|«Kk Jii lg n VW u it oa \kt pabUc aUid— Elw- 
Uoo or GoTrrnar— Comaor Daaem— OmUon of * ••» Stale Buk— Ooafad mo— 
Mauu or psMtng lu chuwr— Boad Ikt— Baakli« itaBbcr— PraaikM* enpkijid M 
pmch agilut trnpjin V«lo pav«r— Baakia* ta DWao ia Imenmm ot Uw Baak 
Slock— Slock readllT ukra-lainrMa of U>r ■aUau't b ei a B iai f Baak (oca laU ihe 
handa or Tbooiaa Haibrr and h:* IH«ada— Eltan to baiM ap AHaa— Ttaa Lead Ifsde 
— I'nlbnunale ipfvnlaUaaa— Baal eaiaie Ikad— BoMHII; at ika DiMiiiiafi miiiiila 
and HldilgaB canal— C«Of(a Ftarfan^ rrpon— BUI lo banaw bobq— Piaaad wlU 
aa ameadmcal lo borroa oo ika cndli oT aaal laadi Graal nwea la lloa la lf3S-V 
-Internal ImprOTcoMoi nileai— Maaaa at paailBy M— Calc^aiioai at Ha ftiadi 
Election oT Board oT Public Wortia— Baak aaat— ta a a, aignilallaaa ITImlna ef 
Goirvniar In IKk'— Thoouu Cartim—Cfnt Edward*— MailB oT |aiHI ilaat IC»|ilo 
>l»a or Um Inimial laipronoMBl Hjim a— Pn al iV all a l atacUoB of IMO— Fanhar 
blMory or partlea— Worii oa Uaa eaaal— PifSMal of laiaraa— Mr. Ckiartj^ MB. 

Aftkb the Black Hawk war, nothing of importance ocvnrred 
until the 8(»sion of ilio lo^sUturv of lS-"i--';i : vkidi was dis- 
tinffuished for the first elTorts serioiuilv made to <x>nstruct rail- 
roails, and to impeach one ol' the judgvs. Senral dbir'.cD 
passed to incorporate railroad companies: and an eflbrt was 
made to procure a charter for a railroad from Lake Michi|rin 
to the Illinois riwr, in place oi' a c«naL lite stock in none of 
these companies was over taken. At this session also were 
first proposiMi in the Son.-iio, stirvovs for a railroad across the 
Si.iic through Spriiii;!!, !il ; and the central railroad flwn Pero 
to I .liro. ttt^ip^o Forquor proposed the lirst, and the last was 
proposetl liy l.ii'iit.nant (.Jovonior Jenkins thou^ the central 
milrond had before been suggested in a newspaper publioaUoo 
hy Judge Broesc, now S-ii.iior in (\>iii:ri-is, 

Nuincrouslv signed petitions from the people wero sent up 
to this legislature, prajiing the impeachment of Theophilus W. 
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Smith, one of the justices of the Supreme Court, for oppressive 
conduct and misdemeanors in office. Witnesses were sent for, 
and examined by the House of Representatives. Articles of im- 
peachment were voted and sent up to the Senate, charging the 
judge with selling a clerk's office, of one of the circuit courts ; 
with swearing out vexatious writs returnable before himself, for 
the purpose of oppressing innocent men by holding them to 
bail, and then continuing the suits for several terms in a court 
of which he was judge ; with imprisoning a Quaker for not 
taking off his hat in court ; and with suspending a lawyer from 
practice for advising his client to apply for a change of venue 
to some other circuit, where Judge Smith did not preside. A 
solemn trial was had before the Senate, which sat as a high 
court of impeachment, and which trial lasted for several weeks: 
The judge was prosecuted by a committee of managers from 
the House of Representatives, of which Benjamin Mills was 
chairman. This highly-gifted man shone forth with imcommon 
brilliancy, in three days summing up, by way of conclusion, on 
the side of the prosecution. At last the important day and 
hour came when a vote was to be taken, which was to be a 
sentence of doom to one of the magnates of the land, or was to 
restore him to his high office, and to the confidence of his 
friends. But during the progress of the trial, Judge Smith pro- 
cured some one to go into the Senate chamber regularly after 
every adjournment and gather up the scraps of paper on the 
desks of the senators, upon which they had scribbled during the 
trial. From these, much information was obtained as to the 
feelings of senators, their doubts and difficulties ; and this en- 
abled him and his counsel to direct their evidence and argunients 
to better advantage. The whole country looked with anxious 
expectation for the result of this trial. The vote being taken, 
it appeared that twelve of the senators concurred in believing 
him guilty of some of the specifications ; ten were in favor of 
acquitting him ; and four were excused from voting. It ap- 
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pears from the jouniala, that fifteen senators, bdng a majori^ 
of two-thirds of the senators \'otiiig, had yoted him guilty of 
one or the other of the q>ecificatioD8 ; but as twelve was tin 
highest vote against him, on aaj one spedficaticm, he was ae- 
quittcd. The House of Repreaentativea, by a two-thirds vote, 
immediately passed a resolution to remove him by address, but 
the resolution fiiiled in the Senate. 

Afterwards, other eflforta were made to impeadi judges for 
misconduct, but without success. So that latterly the legisla- 
ture has reftised even to make an efibrt to bring a judge to trial ; 
knowing that whether guilty or innocent, '-uch an effort can 
have no other result, than to increase the length and expenses 
of the session. This conviction has beoi so general among in- 
telligent men, that it has had a wonderful eflect in creating a 
feeling in &vor of limiting the term of service of the judges. 

In August, 1834, another electioa came on Cji Governor, 
which resulted in the choice of Governor Duncan. Lieutenant 
Governor Kinney was again the opposition candidate. By this 
time Governor Duncan had become thoroughly estranged fiwn 
, the A-iends and administration of Gen. Jackson. But as be was 
absent in Congress when he became a candidate, and never r»- 
tumed until after the electioii, the rank and <Ue of the Jackson 
party had no means of ascertaining his defection. It was known 
to the anti-Jackson men, and to the leading men of the Jackson 
party. Tliese last had not credit enough with tbdr party frien^ls 
to make them believe it, nor would they believe it, until the 
publication of the new governor's inaugural message, w)ii<4i 
took bold and strong ground against the measures of Gen. Jack- 
son's administration. About this time the anti-Jaokson party 
began generally to take the name of Whigs ; and attempted to 
baae it, oa did the whigs of the revolution, upon opposition to 
the exeoutivo power. It may be wdl here to ^ive some further 
amount of Governor Duncan. lie was a native of Kontuc^y; 
and when quite young, obtained an «fujgn's commiaaion during 
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tlie war of 1812. He was with Col. Croughan and his handful 
of men, at the defence of Fort Stephenson, against ten times 
their number of British and Indians. This brilliant affair was 
the means of distinguishing all the inferior officers engaged in 
it, and immortalized theii* commander. 

Governor Duncan was a man of genteel, affable, and manly 
deportment ; with a person remarkably well adapted to win 
the esteem and affections of his fellow-citizens. He had not 
been long a citizen of this State, before he was elected major- 
general of the militia, and then a State Senator, where he dis- 
tinguished himself in the session of 1824r-'5, by being the author 
of the first common school law which was ever passed in this 
State. He was next elected to Ciongress, in. which he continued 
as a member of the House of Kepresentatives, until he was 
elected governor in 1834. He was a man of but little educa- 
tion or knowledge, except what he had picked up during his 
public services, and he had profited to the utmost by these ad- 
vantages. He had a sound judgm.ent, a firm confidence in his 
own convictions of right, and a moral courage in adhering to 
his convictions, which is rarely met with. 

A new legislature was elected at the same time with Gover- 
nor Duncan, which met at Vandalia in Dec 1834. At that 
time, the State was in a very flourishing- and prosperous condi- 
tion. Population and wealth were pouring into it from all the 
old States. The great speculation in lands and town lots, 
shortly afterwards so rife, had made only a beginning, and that 
at Chicago alone. The people were industrious, and contented 
with the usual profits of labor, skill, and capital. They were 
free from debt ; and the treasury of the State, for once, had 
become solvent, paying all demands in cash. If the prevalent 
speculations, further east, had not commenced in Illinois, there 
were certainly very many persons who were anxious that they 
should begin ; for at this session, the legislature undertook to 
better the condition of public and private affairs, by chartering 

8 
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a new State BanK, with a capital of one million five hundrwJ 
thousand dollars ; and by reviving the charter of the bank at 
Shawncctown, with a capital of three hundred thousand dollars, 
which had once broke, and had ceased to do business for twelve 
viars. "niis was the beginning of all the bad legislation which 
followed in a few years, and which, as L-s well known, resulted 
in general ruin. At the commencement of thl* s^-ssi.n. no one 
could have anticipated the creation • f a bank. The people, 
with one accord, ever since the fiiilure of the old State Bank of 
1821. had looked upon local )<.<inks with •iisf;ivor. And the 
whigs at that time, contendinc .i^ they were, f t a national 
hank, were thought to be hostile to banks .f any other kind. 
But a large majority of them in both bnuichc* of the legisla.- 
tuio. vuti-d for these bank chart, rs. The United States Bank, 
vot<x'(l by < fell. Jackson, was about t.i go out of existence, Mr. 
\Noodbury. the I'nited States secretary of the trca-ury. had 
encouraged the State and local banks t'> lii-ixMitit liberally, with 
a view to supply the defici«Mcy of currency, anticipated upon 
the discontinuance of the United States Biuik. From this, very 
many democrats inferred it to be the wish of Oen. Jadison's 
adniini->trai,ion, that St.ite banks should be created where they 
did not e\ist; and with this view, these democrats wen? now 
in favor of the creation of banks. The intrigue-^ practised to 
]in,«s these ohnrtors, are but imperfectly known to me. The 
charter for the State Bank was drawn by Judge Smith, and 
)ires.iito»l in the Sonnie by CV>nnid Will, of Jackson county. 
It was in honor of him that the e^nnity of Will was subse- 
qiu'Mtlv namiHl. He was not remarkable for anything except 
hla good-htimor, and for having been long a meniher of the 
lt>piHlaiiir<>. One member of the St»nate. wIh'* was bitterly ho*' 
tile to all banks, nii<l was o|>)H%«ed to the Slviwiuvtown Bank 
bill on constitiitti'iial (tninnds, as he derlarcd fmm his place in 
the Senate, gave both the l»ank charters his hearty aupport in 
conaldoraUon of assistance in passinj; a law to levy a tax on 



HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 171 

land in the military tract, for road purposes ; and a member 
of the House supported them, because the hank men made him 
a State's attorney. 

It may be thought strange, that an increase of taxes was so 
earnestly insisted on at that early day, as to be made the sub- 
ject of log-rolling in the creation of a bank. But it is to be 
remembered, that the military lands were then owned princi- 
pally by non-residents, who were unwilling to sell except at 
high prices. Every town built, farm made, road opened, bridg^ 
or school-house erected by the settlers in their vicinity, added ' 
to the value of these lands, at no expense to the non-resident. 
The people persuaded themselves that in improving their own 
farms, they were putting money into the pockets of men who 
did nothing for the country, except to skin it as fast as any hide 
grew on it. This tax was called for, to make the non-resident 
owner contribute his share to the improvement of the country, 
and thus by burdening his land with taxes, render him more 
willing to sell it. A very bad state of feeling existed towards 
the non-resident land-owners; the timiber on their land was 
considered free plunder, to be cut and swept away by every 
comer; the owners brought suits for damage, but where the 
witnesses and jurors were all on one side, justice was forced to 
go with them. The non-residents at last bethought themselves 
of employing and sending out ministers of the gospel, to preach 
to the people against the sin of stealing, or hooking timber, as 
it was called. These preachers each had a circuit, or district 
of country assigned them to preach in, and were paid by the 
sermon ; but I have never learned that the non-resident land- 
owners succeeded any better in protecting their property by 
the gospel, than they did at law. 

But to return to the banks. How many other converts were 
made in their favor, by similar means, must remain forever a 
secret. The State Bank charter was passed in the House of 
Representatives by a majority of one vote ; so that it may be 



172 HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 

said that making of a State's attorney made a State Bank. The 
vote in the legislature wa« not a party vote ; the banks were 
advocated and supported upon grounds of public utility and 
expediency ; and like on the vote upon the internal improve- 
ment system, which followed at the next session, both whigs 
and democrats were earnestly invited to lay party ll-vlinirs 
aside, and all go, at least once, for the good of the country. 
Whenever I have heard this cry since, I have always suspected 
tliat some great mischief was to be done, tor which no party 
desired to be responsible to the people. A"- majoritii-s have 
the power, sn it is their duty to carry on the govcnimenL TTie 
niHJoritv, ;is long as | dirties are necessary in a free government, 
ought never to divide, and a portico of it join teniponmly with 
tbe minority. It should always have the wisdom and courage 
111 ailnpt all the nica-surcs necessary f.T good government. As 
a general thin;;, if the minority is anything more tk-m a &cUon, 
if it Ims any priiuii'ics, and i^ true to them, it will rally un op- 
posiiiiMi to all thut is done by the majority-, an-l even if it :s 
convinced that the mi.i-iir. ^^ i>f the majority are right, it ;s 
Kiili'st for the minority u.> i-ompcl the majority to take the un- 
divided rcfi(>onsil>ility of govcniment. By tliis means there 
will always bo a \\iTiy to cx]h»<' the faults and blunders of our 
rulers ; and the m:ijorii\- will bo mor« otuvfvil what they do. 
But if the minority mixes itself up with the m.xjority in the 
support of gri\»t measun.\s which prvno unflmunate for the 
oounlry, iioillier juirty can o\|h>m- the error without prostrating 
its own fiivoritos. In this wji_\ , mnnv pcrsi^ns now pnvminent 
as politioiiut!* in this State, have gone unwhip{«od of justice, who 
otluTwistc would have been consijnicd to an unfailKtroablo ob- 
livion, CVrtaiii it is, tluil if this course had Kva oUsiTved in 
tlio eniu'tiuciit of the divasimua measures of this mid the siic- 
ceiiling >>^sion of tho Kgialattire, the don\iiuiiit party would 
never Imve dared, as it tlid not aAcrwanla daT\\ to risk the i\u»- 
Uiniiuicv of iHjpular lavor, by supporting such a policy. 
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These banks were brought into existence in violation of the 
plainest principles of political economy. The State -was young. 
There was no social or business organization upon any settled 
principles. A large crowd of strangers, as it were, had met 
here for adventure. Our most sagacious citizens were of this 
sort. We had no cities, no trade, no manufactures, and no 
punctuality in the payment of debts. We exported little or 
nothing. We had no surplus capital, and consequently the 
capital for banking must come from abroad. Some few then 
foresaw, what proved true, that it would be difficult to find di- 
rectors and officers for two banks and numerous branches, who, 
from their known integrity and financial knowledge, would be 
entitled to the public confidence. The stockholders would (as 
they did) reside abroad, iu other States. They could not su- 
pervise the conduct of the directory in person. It was probable 
that many improvident loans would be made, and that the banks 
would be greatly troubled in making their collections. 

It appears to me that banking cannot be successful in any 
country where the capital comes necessarily from abroad. The 
stockholders wUl be imposed on. They cannot conveniently 
meet in proper person to examine the banks, but must from 
year to year trust everything to agents, who, the whole world 
says, never manage other people's business as well as their own. 
Banl^ng cannot succeed except in a state of settled, organized 
society, where honesty, truth, and fidelity are paramount ; 
where the merchants and business men have all received a 
regular commercial training ; where they have been educated 
from their youth upwards in the principles and practice of com- 
mercial honor and punctuality ; where a bank protest, by break- 
ing a man and closing his business, is more terrible than im- 
prisonment ; where the laws favor the collection of debts, and 
the whole people are in the habit of prompt payment. In such 
a society, honest and capable men may be readily found to 
manage banks, and those who deal with them may be relied on 
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for punctuality. I place great stress upon punctuality, as the 
vital priaciple of safe banking. Because if the debtors of th<« 
bank do not pay, Uie bank itself cannot. 

Nor can banking succeed in a State where the great body of 
the people, or any considerable party of them, are opposed to 
banks. Some project to repeal their charter, or harass them, 
will be started at every session of the legislature, and they will 
be strongly tempted to extend their &Tors fiirlher than safety 
will warrant, for the purpose of silencing opposition. In a com- 
munity like Illinois, there are scores of men in every county 
who, from their business, or rather want of business, and want 
of punctuality, cannot with safety be favored by a bank. Yet 
such men are not destitute of [xilitical importance and influence, 
and can give the banks great trouble if a loan is refused. Fa- 
vor to such persons is a fraud upon the stockholders and the 
community which credits the circulation. Nevertheless, banks 
are driven to accommodate such persons, and, in fact, to abso- 
lute bribery, for the purpose of buying their peace. 

I aver, without fear of contradiction, that when these banks 
were chartered, there was, in a manner, no surplus capital in 
the State ; that the^capital came moetly from abroad ; that the 
stockholders resided at a distance, and never had a meeting!, in 
proper person, in this State ; that we had no dties, and but few 
largo towns ; that, in a manner, we exported nothins. but im- 
ported everything excopf meat and breadstuff, and iiuioed muck 
<>r these. Wo had no settled society. The biisine*^- men wore 
not ponenilly men of (M>mmercial training and etiueation. The 
laws <livl not liivor the ooUooiion of debts, nor did the public 
senUnient (ro\n\ upon a want of punctuality. 

After the internal improvement s\ stem wiis adopted at a 
Bul>s»quent «<»8ion, its irionds inrr«ased the capital of these 
banks, by making Uio Stnto a stwkholdor in each. The oi^i. 
tal ..r the Slat.. IJiuik was inrnnased two millions of dollars, 
and the Illinois Bank one million Rmr hundred thousand dollsrs. 
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The stock in the State Bank was readily and greedily taken, 
and the subscriptions greatly exceeded the amount allowed by 
the charter. Early in the spring of 1835, John Tillson, jr., 
then of Hillsboro' ; Thomas Mather, then of Kaskaskia ; God- 
frey Gilman & Co., then of Alton ; Theophilus W. Smith, then 
one of the judges of the Supreme Court ; and Samuel Wiggins, 
of Cincinnati, made arrangements to obtain large sums of 
money in the eastern cities,' principally in New York and Con- 
necticut, to be invested in this stock. The charter required the 
advance of five dollars on each share subscribed, and gave a 
preference to citizens of the State. It also provided against 
the undue influence of large stockholders, by reducing their 
(proportional) vote for directors. These provisions made it 
desirable, not only that all the stock should be subscribed by 
citizens of the State, but also, that all subscriptions should be 
small in amount. Accordingly, each of these gentlemen, with 
a view of monopolizing the stock and controlling the bank, em- 
ployed men all over the country to obtain powers of attorney 
from any and all who were willing to execute them, author- 
izing one or the other of these persons to act as their agents in 
subscribing for stock, and to transfer and control it afterwards. 

Many thousands of such subscriptions were made, in the names 
of as many thousands who never dreamed of being bankers, and 
who do not know to this day that they were ever, apparently, 
the owners of bank stock. 

The contest for the control of the bank was between Judge 
Smith, on the one side, and the other gentlemen named, on the 
other. When the commissioners met to apportion the stock, a 
motion was made, that all subscriptions by or for the use of 
citizens of the State, should be preferred to subscriptions made 
for the use of persons residing abroad, and requiring all hold- 
ers of proxies to make oath as to the fact of residence or non- 
residence. This resolution was advocated by Judge Smith, who 
stood ready, as it was said, to swear that all the stock subscrib- 
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ed by hira, in his own name or by power of attorney, bona fid* 
belonged to him, and had been paid for by his own money. The 
iithtr great operators could nnt make such an oath, and conse- 
quently opposed the resolution, which was defeat. ■]. Tillson, 
Matli( r, Wiggins, and Grodfrey Oilman & Co^ combined against 
Smith. They obtained a «'iitn>lling portion of the stock. Math- 
tr was made president, and a dirfctory was elected, who were 
in the interest of the combination. Tlie directors appointed 
were probably as good men for the trust as could hare been 
found in the State. 

As I have said, the stock in the State Bank having been taken, 
it went into operation under the control of Tli.^ ^is Mather and _ 
hia friends, in 1835. TTic .\lt<>n interest- iiv-. was veiy large. 
Godfrey Gilroan & Co., merchants of Alt^m, Lad obtained con- 
trol of a l.irpc part of tlio ••i.ick ; enoiiiih, in •'n-^ ''f diTiaioo, 
to control thi' election of directfrs. To conciliate them, the 
bank undertook to lend its aid to build up .\lton, in rivalry of 
St. I.oiiis. At this time, a strong desire was fi'lt by many to 
cn-!i'o a commercial cmporiitm in our own Stale ; -aadvit was 
hoped that .Vlton coulJ be made such a pLice. .\% yet. how- 
<\iT, nearly the whole tm.lc of IlUnoia, Wisconsin, and of the 
I'pper Mississippi, was concentrated at St. L«.u;*. Tl» little 
pork, beef, wheat, flour, and such otbof articles as the o untry 
aflbrded fir export, were sent to St. Louis to be shipped. All 
the loiul of the upper and lower lca*linin»'« was shipped from 
or on account of th^ m.rx'hants of St. lAniis. EschangMMi the 
east I.) liny amount could only be purcha.-Kxi at St. Loui< ; and 
luiiiiy of the smaller niorvkint." all over the countrj- went to St. 
Iauus to purt'hns<< their amortnu-iits. , 

Tlio Slate Bank uiulertiwk \o brv«k up this oiurse of things, 
and divert these lulvnniaije.* to Als.m. Gtidftvy Gilntfm \- Cb. 
wi r.' supplitvl with alxMit 1*00,000, to b«>j.'iB on the K«d busi- 
noM, My their ngtMit.s they nwde heavy purduux* of lead, aitd 
had it shipped to Alton. Stone, Manning it Co., another Alton 



HISTORY OP ILLINOIS. 177 

firm, -were furnished with several hundred thousand dollars, with 
which to operate in produce ; and Sloo & Co. obtained large 
loans for the same purpose. The design of the parties, of course, 
was, not accomplished. Instead of building up Alton, enriching 
its merchants, and giving the bank a monopoly of exchanges on 
the east, these measures resulted in crushing Alton, annihilating 
its merchants, and breaking the bank. This result ought to have 
been foreseen. The St. Louis merchants had more capital in ' 
business than, ten such banks, and twenty such cities as Alton. 
They were intimately connected, either as owners or agents, in 
all the steamboats running on the Illinois and Upper Mississippi. 
These boats required an up-river as well as a down-river freight. 
The up-river freight could only be gotin St. Louis, and would 
not be furnished to boats known to be engaged in the Alton con- 
spiracy. The" merchants in -Galena and throughout the Upper 
•Mississippi, and Illinois country,' were connected in trade with 
the St. Louis merchants, many of them owing balances not con- 
venient to be paid, au^ enjoying standing credits which could 
not be dispensed with. . 

The Alton merchants, however, commenced operations on the 
moneys furnished by the bank, and they were so anxious to ob- 
tain a monopoly of purchases, that prices rose immediately. 
The price of lead rose in a short time from $2 75 to $4 25 per 
hundred. This did not appear to be the best way of monopo- 
lizing the lead trade. Therefore, Godfrey Gilman & Co. ftir- 
nished their agent in Galena some two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars to purchase lead-mines and smelting establishments, 
^his agent was a manly, frank, honorable, and honest man, but 
wild and reckless in the extreme) He bought all the mines and 
smelting establishments he could get,' and some lots in Galena. 
He scattered money with a profuse, and princely hand. The ef- 
fect was apparent in a, short time. Property in Galena rose in 
a few months more than two thousand per cent. While such 
great exertions were making to divert the lead trade to Alton, 

8* 
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and whfle sudi lavish expenditures at Galena raised its price 
there, they could not keep up the pride in the eastern cities, ite 
destined market .The lead was kept in store in New York a 
year or two, in hopes the price would rise. The o»nier< were 
at last compelled to sell at a great sacrifice, and the operation 
ruined all concerned. Stone, Manning it Co^ and Sloo A: Co.. 
were equally imfortunate. •- 

I think the bank roust have lost by all its Alton operations 
near a million of dollars, and was nearly insolvent before th» 
end of the second year of its existence, though the fact w.is un 
known to the people. This is an example of the danger of en 
deavoring to force trade, wholly against nature, out of its accus- 
tomed channels. Let it be a warning ai^^y to all banks, not to 
engage, either by themselTcs <.r by their agents, in the ordinary 
business of trade and speculation. 

The democrats helped to make the banks, but the whigs con- 
trolled the most money, which gave them the contr<:>l of the 
banks. The president and a large maj<>rity of the directors and 
other olVicor-! were whigs : Just enough I'l" democrats had been 
appointetl to avoid the appearance of proscription. Thu< the 
democrats were defeated at least once in the ciwti-^t f >r the 
*• spoils," and probaM) it will always be thus whi>n Icmg purees 
are to de<Milo who are the " moi.ts." 

When till' S(;it.' Ilauk was crv«t«il, its projectors, to make it 
popular, attached t.> it a provision for a reslestate fiwid, to tlie 
amount of a million of dollars, to be lent out on moncagis of 
lanil. This was intiiuUxl to conciliate the fanners, as thereby 
the Iwjik would become a sort of fiimiors" bank, out of which 
U»c tiinners i-ould iibtoin money on a n>'Tigaj^> of their fiinns. 
But this wiis rx'aliy tin- worst l«aluro in the whole project- At 
this day ii will be g«nt-nill\ «oknowK<vljn>d tlwt no larmer ought 
.vi r lo iHJrrow mono\ to oarr_\ on his farm, Tlio only nuvlo 
in «liiih a fiirnuT can be Wmefitod by a bank, is for merchjiius 
and traders to borrow luoney and pay it out to fiu-inors for thoir 
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produce. But very many farmers did borrow, and very few of 
them were able to pay. Their farms were taken away from. ' 
them^ and so this popular lure to the farmers operated like set- 
ting out huge steel traps to catch their plantations. 

The fact that the presidents and cashiers of the principal 
bank and branches, and a very great majority of the directors 
and other officers, were whigs, was sufficient to dub the ,bank 
a whig concern. It was viewed with great jealousy by the 
democrats. Judge Smith headed an opposition to it ; and al- 
though he had written the charter, and urged its passage upon 
his friends in the legislature, he did not hesitate to declare it 
unconstitutional. He was joined by Judge McEoberts, Re- 
ceiver of public moneys at Danville, and many other leaders of 
the party. The bank made an effort to get the deposits of 
public money, but it had become so odious to the democrats, 
and such representations had been made at Washington, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury refused its application. The con- 
sequence was, that a continual run was made upon it for specie, 
to enter Government land. To avoid this continual drain of 
specie, the bank adopted the expedient of sending its notes ,- 
purporting to have been issued at one branch, to be loaned at 
another, and by this means keeping its circulation at a distance 
from the place of payment. 

Here I will leave the subject of the bank for the present, 
and notice another important matter acted upon by the legis- 
lature at the session of 1834-'5. This was the Illinois and 
Michigan canal. As early as 1821, the legislature appropriated 
$10,000 for a survey of the route of this canal. Judge Smith 
and others were appointed commissioners, and they again ap- 
pointed Ren6 Paul, of St. Louis, and Justice Post, now of Al- 
exander county, as engineers. A survey of the route was 
made. The work was reported eminently practicable, and the 
cost of construction was estimated at a sum near six or seven 
hundred thousand dollars. In 1826, Congress donated to the 
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State about 300,000 acres of land on the route of the canal, 
in aid of the work In IS'io, a law was passed incorporating a 
company to make the canal. The stock was never subscribed. 
And in 1828, another law was passed, providing for the sale of 
lots and lands, for the appointmcut of a board of canal com- 
missioners, and for the commencement of the work. Nothing 
was done under this law, except the sale of some land and 
lots, and a new surrey of the route and estimate of costs, by 
the new engineer, Mr. Bucklin. Tbc t-^tiinate thi^ dme ran into 
millions instead of thousands, )iiit was ret too kiw, as expe- 
rience has subsequently demonstrated. After that time there 
were various projects of giring the work to a company, or vi' 
making a railroad instead of a canal. But nothing eflectual was 
proposed to be done until the session of 1834-'5. 

At this session of the legisUture, Geoige Fi>rquor. a senator 
for Sangamon county, as chairman of the commit toe on inter- 
nal improvements, prepared and made an elaborate report in 
faror of a loan of half a million of dollars, on the credit of the 
State, to begin with. I call the report an elaborate one, Ihn 
cause it is so : perhaps mon? able than any similar document 
submitted to any of the wci-trni Icgi-latures. h contains cvi 
denc« of rast reseaivh, and ahund:uiee of &cts and probable 
conjectures, and is cxpressod in la«suiii;o at onc« pleasins;. bril 
liant, and attnutivc. The rvport w.-us accompanied by a bill 
authorising a loan on the crolit of the Si.'it«\ which (vvssod th« 
Senate, and would certainly hare pa.-i!ii.>i the ki^islaturtt, luit tot 
the fact that tlie govenuir. in his :^.Mleral nie>sitge, and also in 
a s|ieej;il iiies,Nijj\\ lussiertwl with eiinlidenco tkil the money 
could Ih< olitained upon a ple«lgt« of ihe canal lands alone. 
Aniendwl in this piirtienlar, the bill [tasked, and has 8i-r\od as 
a nioilel for all tlio 8ul>s*\(uent laws on that subjt^ct, Tlw r*. 
jMjrt was justly liable to one eriiioism. The e«v«t was esijmattxl 
too low. Tlic Si iiiitc onleriil 5,000 ixipies of ii to be published 
lor ilio information of Uioi people, litis was the lira oAioicnt 
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movement in favor of the canal. The loan under this law fail- 
ed ; but at a special session in 1835, a law was introduced by- 
James M. Strode,' then a senator representing all the country 
including and north of Peoria, authorizing a loan of half a mil- 
lion of dollars on the credit of the State. This loan was nego- 
tiated by Governor Duncan in 1836, and with this money a 
commencement was made on the canal in the month of June of 
that year. William F. Thornton, Gurdon S. Hubbard, and 
William B. Archer, all whigs, were appointed the first canal 
commissioners under this law. 

In the spring and summer of 1836, the great land and town 
lot speculation of those times had fairly reached and spread 
over Illinois. It commenced in this State first at Chicago, and 
was the means of buildiag up that place in a year or two from 
a village of a few houses, to be a city of several thousand in- 
habitants. The story of the sudden fortunes made there, ex- 
cited at first wonder and amazement, next a gambling spirit of 
adventure, and lastly, an all-absorbing desire for sudden and 
splendid wealth. Chicago had been for some time only one 
great town market. The plats of towns, for a hundred miles 
around, were carried there to be disposed of at auction. The 
eastern people had caught the mania. Every vessel coming 
west was loaded with them, their money and means, bound for 
Chicago, the great fairy land of fortunes. But as enough did 
not come to satisfy the insatiable greediness of the Chicago 
sharpers and speculators, they frequently consigned their wares 
to eastern markets. Thus, a vessel would be freighted with 
land and town lots, for the New York and Boston markets, at 
less cost than a barrel of flour. In fact, lands and town lots 
were the staple of the country, and were the only articles of 
export. 

The example of Chicago was contagious. It spread to all 
the towns and villages of the State. New towns were laid out 
in every direction. The number of towns multiplied so rapidly, 
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that it was waggishly remarked by many people, that the whole 
country was likely to be laid out into tuvms ; and that no land 
would be left for forming purposes. The judgments of all our 
business men wore unsettled, and their minds occupied only by 
the one ides, the all-absorbing desire of jumping into a fortune. 
As all had bongfat more town lots and lan<ls than many of them 
could pay for, and more than any of them could sell, it wa^ 
supposed that if the country could be rapidly sittled, its re- 
sources developed, and wealth invited from abroad, that all the 
towns then of any ni:>t<- would soon become dtiea, and that the 
other towns, laid <>ut only for speculation, and then without in 
habitants, would immediately become thriving and populous 
villages, the wealth of all would be increased, and the town lot 
market would be rendered stable and secure. 

With a view to .^ii.'h a consummatjon, a rrstem of internal 
improvements bc^an to be agitated in the summer and fidl rf 
1836. It was argued that niinos had all the natural advan- 
tages which constitute a great State; a rich soil, variety of cli- 
mate, and great extent of territory. It only wanted inhabit.int5 
and enterprise. Those would be invited by a system of im- 
ITovenients; timber would be carried by roilmad to fence the 
prairies ; and the products of the prairio«, 1>y the !>an>e means, 
would bo brought to market. The people began to hold public 
meetings and pass resolutions on the subject : and before the 
next winter, most of the count i<s had aj^intvd delegates to an 
internal improvement convention, to be assembled at the seat 
of government. TTjis boily of delegates assembled at the same 
time with the legiitlaturo of ISSft-T. It devised and rc^x»m- 
niunded to the legislnturt' a >\stem of internal intpnneinents ; 
the chief I'.ature of which was, - that it should be ci^mmonsiirate 
with the WiuUs of the jxn^ple." Tims the general dcaire of 
sudden and unwomuitable gain ; a dissati.<s.ta<«ion with the slow 
but sure profiU of industry and lawful (xmimcrcei, produced a 
g«neral phreniy. Speculation was the order of the day. and 
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every possible means was hastily and greedily adopted to give 
an artificial value to property. In accomplishing this object as 
to the manner and means, our people surrendered their judg- 
ments to the dictates of a wild imagination. No scheme was 
so extravagant as not to appear plausible to some. The most 
wild calculations were made of the advantages of a system of 
internal improvements ; of the resources of the State to meet 
all expenditures ; and of our final ability to pay all indebted- 
ness without taxation. Mere possibilities appeared highly 
probable ; and probability wore the livery of certainty itself. 

I have said that our people were moved by these influences ; 
but only those are meant who attended these meetings, and 
aided in sending and instructing delegates to the internal im- 
provement convention. It is not true that the whole people 
were thus moved or thus acted. These meetings were generally 
held in the towns, and mostly attended by the town people. 
The great body of the people in the country treated the subject 
with indifference. But this silence was taken for consent. The 
voice of these meetings was considered as the voice of the peo- 
ple, and the voice of the people as " the voice of God," and 
many of the members of the legislature felt themselves in- 
structed by it to vote for some system of internal improve- 
ments. 

The legislature at this session took up the subject in fuU 
earnest ; and in the course of the winter passed a system pro- 
viding for railroads from Galena to the mouth of the Ohio ; 
from Alton to Shawneetown ; from Alton to Mount Carmel ; 
from Alton to the eastern boundary of the State, in the direc- 
tion of Terre Haute ; from Quinoy on the Mississippi, through 
Springfield to the Wabash ; from Bloomington to Pekin ; and 
from Peoria to Warsaw; including in the whole about 1,300 
miles of road. It also provided for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Kaskaskia, Illinois, Great and Little Wabash, 
and Rock rivers. And besides this, two hundred thousand 
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dollars were to be distributed amongst those counties through 
which no roads or improvements were to be made. The legis- 
lature voted $8,900,000 to the system, which was to be raised 
by a loan. 

As a part of the system also, the canal from Qiicago to Peru 
was to be prosecuted to completion, and a further loan of four 
millions of dollars was authorized for that purpose. The legis- 
lature had already established a board of canal commissioners. 
They now established a board of fund commissioners to nego- 
tiate the now loans for the railroads : and a board of comnii$- 
sioners of public works, one for each judicial obciiit, then seven 
ill number, to superintend construction. And as a crowning 
act of folly, it was provided that the work should commence 
simultaneously on all the roads at each end, and from the croas- 
inpx of all the rivers. 

It is very obvious now that great errors wore committed. 
It was utterly improbable that the great number of public offi- 
rcrs and agents for the faithful prosecution of so cjnensive and 
cumbrous a system, could be found in the .St.it*' ; or if found, 
it was loss Ukoly that the besst mntvirial would be ejected. But 
the K'i<ialnture went on to create a multitude of ofiiceTs, for a 
niullitiiJe of men, who wcnj all to be engaged in the expendi- 
ture of money, and superintendinj; inipn .vomcnts. a« if there 
were a hundred De Witt (lintons in the State ; but there is no 
limit to the conci<it of aspiring ignorance. Indeed, our past rx- 
IHrioiK'c goes far to show that it has not vot b«*n safo for Illi- 
nois, IIS a goviimment, to have any very complic«ted or o\ti>i». 
si VI- inton>-is to nianagu, for the want ..f men to manage thoni ; 
and lor the wajit of an euligbtcnetl public will to sustain able 
and faithful public servants, and to hold the unfiuthAil to a juat 
and strict account. Tlu> lcgialatur(> wort) to chvt the members 
of tlu> board of publii' wurk^ and tlu>st> offices were very nww 
l.oing filled by the clootion of mrmWrs .>f the lcpsl.^tun>. It 
is true, that the cousUtutiun made ihtun ineligible, by proviiting 
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that no memlDer should he appointed to an office created during 
the term for which he had heen elected. Governor Duncan 
announced his determination not to commission members of 
the legislature, if elected, to these offices. A law was attempted 
to be passed dispensing with a commission from the governor, 
although the constitution provides that all civil officers shall be 
commissioned by him. It had been too much the case, in the 
Illinois legislature, that when a majority were set upon accom- 
plishing their purpose, no constitutional barriers were sufficient 
to restrain them. Ingenious reasons were never wanting to 
satisfy the consciences of the more timid ; so that many regret- 
ted that there was any constitution at all, by the violation of 
which, members were forced to commit peijury to accomplish 
their utUitarian views. A vigorous effort was made in the two 
houses to elect members to these offices ; but not quite a ma- 
jority could be obtained in favor of it. The joint meeting was 
adjourned for one day, and on the next, persons were elected 
who were not members of the legislature. 

No previous survey or estimate had been made, either of the 
routes, the costs of the works, or the amount of business to be 
done on them. The arguments in favor of the system were of 
a character most difficult to refute, composed as they were part- 
ly of feet, but mostly of prediction. In this way I have heard 
it proved, to general satisfection, by an ingenious orator in the 
lobby, that the State could well afford to borrow a hundred 
millions of dollars, and expend it in making internal improve- 
ments. The orators in favor of the system all aimed to argue 
their way logically, and the end has showed, that the counsels 
of a sound judgment, guided by common sense, jumping at eon- 
clus'ons, are to be preferred to ingenious speculation. Nothing 
is more delusive in public affairs than a series of ingenious rea- 
sonings. In this way John C. Calhoun, in his report on the Me- 
morial of the Memphis Convention, proved conclusively that it 
is constitutional to build a single pier on the lakes, but it would 
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be unconstitutional to build two rf them dose together, and 
IMrallel, for then they would be a harbor. In the same man- 
ner he proved it to be constitutional to improve the channels 
of the great Western rivers, but utterly unconstitutaonal to im- 
prove tlxMi near shore, so that boats could have a la n d in g ; and 
in the same manner he proved that it was constitutional to im- 
prove the navigation ■ -C rivers common t- > three or more States, 
but unconstitutional to improve a river running through a aingle 
Sinto. although it might be the channel of trade for half tha 
nation. 

The means used in the legislature t< > pass the system, deserve 
some notice for the instruction of pi-tcritr. First, a large por- 
tion of the people were intererte.J in the s«i.^vi.* of the canal, 
which wa.4 threatmed, if other sectjc-ns oi'the State were denied 
the improvements deiiumded bv them ; and thus the friends of 
the caiuil were forced to log-roll for that work by 8iq>portiiig 
others which were to be ruinous to the country. Roads and 
improvements were proposed everywhere, to oilisl c\xaj sec- 
tion of the St;)to. llirpe or four eflbrts were made to pass a 
smaller xy-icm, and when defeated, the bill would be amended 
by the addition of other roada, until a ntajority was obtained 
for it TW« coimties which could not be thu-^ accommodated 
were to share in the fond of two hundred thousand dollars, 
l^roe roadti wtro appointed to t4>nninat« at Alton, before the 
Alton iniiTcst would agriH> to the svstem. The s«at of govern- 
iiHiit was to be r«nu>ve»l t.> Springfield. Sangamon couutv, in 
uliich Springfii'KI i« situated, was then represented by two seo- 
nii'i-s and »i<\-o« repr«sentati\ is called " the lone nine," all whigs 
but one, Ain.msnrt them were some dejttnrous jugglers and 
inruingers in (wliticn. whose wht»le objivt was to obtain the seat 
of gi'vemin.iu for SprinjilieKl. This deW tli.'ii, Ax>m the be- 
j;iiuiing of the »»<ssion, thn>w itai-lf as a unit in support ot, or op- 
positjon to. every local inoosiire of interest, but never without 
a bargain for voteti in return on the seat of go>-enuaent quea. 
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tion. Most of the other counties were small, having but one 
representative, and many of them -with but one for a whole dis- 
trict ; and this gave Sangamon county a decided preponderance 
in the log-rolling system of those days, It is worthy of exam- 
ination whether any just and equal legislation can ever be sus- 
tained where some of the counties are great and powerful and 
others feeble. But by such means " the long nine" rolled along 
like a snow-ball, gathering accessions of strength at every turn, 
until they swelled up a considerable party for Springfield, which 
party they managed to take almost as an unit in favor of the 
internal improvement system, in return for which the active 
supporters of that system were to vote for Springfield ia be the 
seat of government. Thus it was made to cost the State about 
six millions of dollars to remove the seat of government from 
Vandalia to Springfield, half which sum would have purchased 
all the real estate in that town at -three prices ; and thus by log- 
rolling on the canal measure, by multiplying railroads, by ter- 
minating three railroads at Alton, that Alton might become a 
great city in opposition to St. Louis, by distributing money to 
some of the counties, to be wasted by the county commission- 
ers, and by giving the seat of government to Springfield, was 
the whole State bought up and bribed, to approve the most sense- 
less and disastrous policy which ever crippled the energies of a 
growing country. 

The examples of Pennsylvania and Indiana in adopting a sim- 
ilar system were powerfully urged by the deluded demagogues 
of this legislature, to delude their fello'W members, and to quiet 
the fears of the people. Now was developed for the first time 
a principle of government, or rather a destiny for government 
to aim at, which was to keep pace with the grand ideas which 
had seized upon the people of other States, — ideas having in 
view not the improvement of individual man, by increasing his 
knowledge and power of thought, but merely by enriching his 
pockets. 
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It appears by a report of a committee of the House of Repr^ 
■entatives, that it was believed that the people were expecting, 
and anxious for a system of internal improvements ; that the 
system would be of great utility in multiplying population and 
wealth ; that such a system was oitirely practicable ; that the 
cost of it could be easily guessed at without previous sur\-eys ; 
that even small sums could be profitably expended upon the 
rivers ; that estimates f jr the railroads could be ascertained by 
analogy and comparison with similar works in other States; 
that the system would cause a great deal of land to be entered, 
and increase the land tax, a part of which could go to form a 
fund to pay interest ; that the tolls on p:irts of the ^oad^^ as &!-t 
as they were completed both ways from the crossings of rivers 
and from considerable towns, would yield the interest on their 
ciist ; that the water-power made by improvements on the 
rivers, would rent (br a large sum ; that lands were to be en- 
tered along all the roads by the State, which were to be r«^«old 
for a higher price ; that eminent financiers were to be elecied 
fund comtiviasionent, wh<ise high st.uidtm; and eminent qu^ifioik 
tioiis were to reflect credit upon the St.ote, and add to its re- 
Bouix<e!i ; and with all the-'W resources at command, that no 
groat financial skill would be required in any future legiaUUure 
to provide for paying the interest on the Kvms and carry the sa-s- 
tem to completion, without burdonin:; the people. Suoh wcro 
the ingenious devices of this legislature, in all of which tbey 
wire totally mistaken, as expcricnoe afterwards pro\-ed. Not 
n solitiiry one of three prop«»sitioiis has borne the test of exp«i- 
ment : but all have resulted just contrary to what was predict- 
itl. 1 will mention also, that it was confidently believed, in 
and out of the legialatui^>, tluit the Slate st.K<k to be issued, 
would command a premium of 10 per ivnt,, which would gi> to 
vwill the interest tuixl ; that the stock in the Ivuiks would yield 
enough to \M\\ int^^rcat on the l»ank bonds and a sur)dus be- 
•iiioii ; and that in fiiot the system was to be self-acting and sol( 
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sustaining ; to provide for its own liquidation and payment, and 
enrich the State treasury into the bargain. 

I mention these calculations, all of which so signally failed ; 
all of which were once so confidently believed, but which now 
appear so absurd and ridiculous, as a warning to all theoretical, 
visionary schemers in public affairs ; and against the counsels of 
all impracticable, dreaming politicians. Let posterity remem- 
ber it, and engrave it upon their hearts as a lesson of wisdom, 
that splendid abilities and the power of ingenious speculation 
are not statesmanship ; but they may lead a country to the 
verge of ruin, unless guided by solid judgment and plain com- 
mon sense ; by which they are rarely accompanied. 

As no system could be passed except by log-rolling, and 
without providing for a simultaneous expenditure of money all 
over the State, it followed that none of the roads were ever 
completed. Detached parcels of them were graded on every 
road, the excavations and embankments of which will long re- 
main as a memorial of the blighting-scathe done by this legisla- 
ture ; but nothing was finished, except the road from the Illinois 
river to Springfield, which cost about $1,000,000, and which 
now is not worth one hundred thousand dollars. 

I will here mention that this internal improvement law was 
returned by the Governor and council of revision, with their 
objections, but afterwards passed both houses by the constitu- 
tional majority. It is a singular fact, that all the foolish and 
ruinous measures which ever passed an Illinois legislature, 
would have been vetoed by the governor for the time being, 
if he had possessed the constitutional power. The old State 
Bank of 1821, which ruined the public finances and demoralized 
the people ; and by which the State lost in various ways, more 
than its entire capital, would have been vetoed by Governor 
Bond. The laws creating the late banks and increasing their 
capital by making the State a stockholder to a large amount, 
and the internal improvement system, would have been vetoed 
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by GoTemor Duncan. In all these cases the veto power would 
hare been highly benefidaL I am aware that demagogaea and 
flatttrers of the people, have so &r imitated the supple parasites 
in the courts of Monarchs, whose mwcini is that the "king can 
do no wrong, " as to steal the compliment and apply it to the 
people. They are contending ererywhere that the people never 
err. Without dispotiiig the in&llibility of the people, we know 
that thoir rfpresentatives can and have erred ; and do err most 
grievously. A qualified veto power in the eiecotive, is a whole- 
•omo corrective. It can on) v nj-^Tate to delay a good and pop- 
ular rooa.<sure ; for if the people de»irv it with any unanimity, 
they will select reprcsoitatiTes who wiU pass it, notwithstand- 
ing the veto. 

As 1 have already aaid, the capital atodc of the State Buik 
was increased tlu^ seaaioa, in the whole, to the amount of 
$3,100,000, by making the State a stockholder. Hie stock of 
the Shawneetown Bank was iocTMsed to II.Tin'i.OOO in alL 
The Fund Commisaionera were authorised to subscribe f-^r tlus 
inrrrase of t^to.^, amounting to 13.400.000, a portion of which 
was to be jvud for from the <urplus revtriios of the United 
Stati«, and il»' reaidue by a sale of -Stale bonds. And allhoi^ 
the State was to have the majority of stock in both banks, yet 
were the privato stockholders to have a majority of the direc- 
tors. The banks woiv made the fisc*l agents of the canal and 
railroad funds; and. upMi the whole, it was a mere chance 
that the Staio did not lose its entire capital thus invcst.Hl. It 
was supposed that the State bonds would s. U for a premium 
of about 10 per cent,, which would go to swell the interest 
(Vind : and that the dividends upon stock would not only pay 
the inti'n<9>t on the boniK but furnish a laigc surplus to be 
carried, likowi-w, to the iiiter^'st fiind. Ilowover, when these 
Uinds were olTonHl in market, thcv could not be sold, even at 
par. T\\e bank* were accommodating, and rather than the 
«p«oulalion ahould Qui, they agreed to take the bonds at par. 
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as cash, amounting to 82,665,000. The Bank of Illinois sold 
their lot of $900,000, but the $1,765,000 in bonds disposed of 
to the State Bank, it is alleged, were never sold. They were, 
however, used as bank capital, and the bank expanded its busi- 
ness accordingly. 

In the spring of 1837, the banks throughout the United States 
suspended specie payments. The banks of Illinois followed 
the example of others. I will not dwell upon the causes of 
this movement, as they belong more to the history of the whole 
country than to that of a single Stdte. The charter of the State 
Bank contained a provision, that if the institution refused spe- 
cie payments for sixty days together, it should forfeit its char- 
ter. These banks were made the fiscal agents for the canal 
and the railroads. A large sum of public money was deposited 
in them, and if they went down, they would carry the canal and 
the internal improvement system in their train of ruin. Two 
of the canal commissioners visited Governor Duncan, and re- 
quested a call of the legislature to avert the evil. A special 
session was called in July. The governor's message made a 
statement of the matter, without any direct recommendation to 
legalize the suspension, and did recommend a repeal or classi- 
fication of the internal improvement system. The legislature 
did legalize the suspension of specie payments, but refused to 
touch the subject of internal improvements. It was plain that 
nothing could be done to arrest the evil for near two years 
more. In the meantime all considerate persons hoped that the 
public insanity would subside, that the people would wake up 
to reflection, and see the utter absurdity of the public policy. 

They were disappointed. Loan after loan was effected, both 
in Europe and America. The United States Bank, then dealing 
in stocks, by which it was ruined, gave important aid to our 
negotiations. This bank itself took some of the loans, and lent 
its great credit to effect others. The loans made in America 
were at par, but those in Europe were at 9 per cent, discount. 
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The banker paid 90 cents on the dollar to the State, and, as is 
alleged, 1 per cent, to the Fund Commissioners, for brokerage. 
A large contract was made for railroad iron at an extravagant 
price. The work continued to be prosecuted upon all the im- 
provements. A new governor and new l^al^ure were to be 
elected in August, 1838, from whose second sober thoughts re- 
lief was to be expected, onlesB the State should be irretrievable- 
ruined in the meantime. 

At this election the question of the cootinaance of the rail- 
road system was but feebly made. Cvrus Edwards, the whig 
candidate for governor, declared himself to be decidedly in 
favor of it. Thomas Carlin, the democratic candid^e, was 
charged with secret hostility to it, but never s-i siifliolnatly ex- 
plained his views, during the pcndencr of the election, that he 
could be charged with entertaining an opinioii one way or the 
otlur. A large majority <^ the legislature was for the sys- 
tem. And although Mr. C^lin was elected governor. auJ 
most probably was oppoitcd to it, yet. finding that nothing 
could be done with such a legislature, he was at the first session 
forced to keep ailcnccL 

This legialature not only r.-Ai«cd lo repeal or modify the 
system, but added other works to it, requiring an additional 
expenditure of about #800,000. Tbus w.i* pry^wnted the sp.v^ 
tocJo of a whole people becoming infatuated, adopting a nio.«t 
ruinous policy, and mntinuing it for three years ; in feet, until 
the whole scheme tumbled about their ears, and brought dowii 
tlw Stjite to that ruin which all cool, njlecting men, saw fk>m 
the first wa.<i inovitablo. 

A special »i>aKion was again called m ls:i<-"0. This s.-svion 
r<<pealtHl the syxtoin, and provia.ni fi>r winding it up. Bv this 
tin>o it b.Hniiii' apparent that no n>oM> loans could be obbiined 
at pr. The K«uid C'ommift>ioiior, and th.we ap|y>inted to sell 
oaual bonds, had adopl«d some ingenious expedients for raislog 
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money, aR of which most signally failed. Upon the creation 
of the New York free hanking system, a demand was at once 
created for State stocks, to set the swindling institutions under 
it in motion. The law required a deposit of State stocks of 
douhle the value of circulati<«i and deht, together with a cer- 
tain per centage in specie. Our commissioner enabled several 
of these swindling hanks to start, hy advancing Illinois bonds 
on a credit, in hopes that when die banks came into repute, 
they would receive payment in their notes. These banks all 
failed, I believe, in a short time, and the amount they received 
was nearly a total loss. Other State bonds, to a large amount, 
were left in various places on deposit, for sale, and others again 
freely sold on a credit, although the law required ready pay- 
ment in cash at par, A large amount was left with Wright 
& Co, of London, for sale. Some half a million was sold, and 
then Wright & Co. failed, with the money and the residue of 
the bonds in their hands. 

The residue of the bonds was returned, but the State was ob- 
liged to oome in as a creditor and share with others in their 
estate, for the money received. The State received a few shil- 
lings on the pound. 

I do not attempt to write a history of all the bungling, illegal 
and ni-advised negotiations of our commissioners. I mean to 
say enough to show that, at the special session in 1838-9, the 
legislature was compelled by inevitable necessity to stop the 
system. And in fact that nearly the whole people obstinately 
shut their eyes to the perception of plain truths, until these 
truths burst upon them terrible as an army with banners. 

It may be supposed that this revulsion, this disappointment 
of cherished hopes, came upon the people with a crushiug effect. 
It did so. Nevertheless there was but little discontent. The 
people looked one way and another with surprise, and were as- 
tonished at their own folly. They looked about for some one 
I 9 
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to blame, but there was no one. All were equally to be oon- 
demned. 

It was a maxim with many politicians, just to keep along evoi 
with the humor of the people, right or wrong. Any measure 
was to be considered right which was popular for the time be- 
ing. TTie politician felt assured that if he supported a bad meas- 
ure when it was popular, or ojp -^ed a good <Mie when it was 
unpopular, he would never be called to account for it bj the 
people. It was belicred that the people nerer blame any one 
for misleading them ; for it was thought that they had too good 
a conceit of thejnselves to anspcct or admit that they could be 
misled. A misleader of the people, there/ore, thought himself 
safe, if he oould give presrat jopulariiy to his measures. In 
fact it JM true, that a public man will scaroelj ever bt fbrgiTen 
for being right when the people are wrong. New contests, fix- 
ever occurring, will make the people forget the cause of their 
resentment ; but their n>sentment itaell^ or rather a prejudioe 
which it sinks into, will be remembered and felt when the cause 
of it is forgotten. It is the pcrfn-t knowledge of this &ct by 
politicians which makes so many of them ready u> prortimte 
their better jndgmenta to catch the popular breoxe ; aiid so it 
will always be, until the people have the capacity and the will 
to look into their affiurs more oarefhlly. Any refonn in this 
particular mu-t begin with the people thomselvea, and not with 
politicians. Hcfoniiation must work upwanU frym the people 
through the povenniuiit, and not from the politicians down. 
I'or I still insist, tluit, as a genemi thing, the gi-vvemment wiU 
be a t.\ pc of the }H<ople. Tlio followmg ar»' the ayes and nap 
on ill.' pn-iaage nf the inleni.il impnn .in.ul sj-stem in the Hou.« 
of i;. i'r,.H,.nijitiv.s. IV names of prominent men an> g!\Tn in 
nil). Tlmsti in flivor ot" it «.r«> : AM.'. Aldrioh, .\l«at.r. Ball. 
Bamott, ClmrUs, ( ourtrlj;hf, Orsiij;. JoMn Trwin, Jolkn Amy*- 
#r<y, John DaKwn, Strphen A. />..«7/o«, Dunbar, Edmoadsoo, 
Xinian W. Hiiwardt, WUliom F. SIkim, Auymtut C. /Wn<A, 



HISTOET OF ILLINOIS. 195 

Galbreath, Green of Clay, Green of St. Clair, Hankins, William 
W. Happy, Hinshaw, John Hogan, Lagow, Leary, Abram Lin- 
coln, U. F. Under, Logan, Lyons, McCormack, John A. Mc- 
Clernand, Madden, Morris, Minor, John Moore, Moore of St. 
Clair, Morton, Murphy of Perry, Murphy of Vermilion, Joseph 
Naper, James H. Balston,. Eawalt, Eeddick, James Shields, Rob- 
ert Smith, Smith of Wabash, Dan Stone, Stuntz, Turley, Tur- 
ney, Voris, Walker of Cook, Walker of Morgan, Watkins, Wil- 
son, Wood, and James Semple, the Speaker. Those opposed to 
it were : Bently, Milton Carpenter, CuUom, Davis, Dairman, 
DoUins, Dubois, English, Enloe, John J. Hardin, John Harris, 
Lane,McCown, WilliamMcMurtry, William, A. Minshall, Adaxa, 
O'Neil, Pace, Paullen, William A. Bichardson, Stuart, Thomp- 
son, Wheeler, Whitten, and Witt. And John Dement and Wil- 
liam A. Minshall afterwards voted to concur in the amendments 
of the senate. 

Of those who voted for the measure on the final passage, or 
by concurring with the senate, Messrs. Grain, Dougherty, Daw- 
son, Edwards, Elkin, Happy, Hogan, Naper, and Minshall, have 
been since often elected or appointed to other offices, and art 
yet all of them popular men. Hogan was appointed Commis- 
sioner of the Board of' Public Works, and run by his party for 
Congress ; Moore was elected to the Senate, and to be Lieut. 
Governor, and afterwards Lieut. -Colonel in the Mexican war : 
Stone and Ralston were elected to,be Circuit Judges — Ralston 
afterwards to be a Senator, and then run by his party for Con- 
gress ; Linder has been Attorney-General and Member of the 
Legislature ; Dement has been twice appointed Receiver of 
Public Moneys ; Semple, to be Chaxg6 des Affaires at New 
Grenada, Judge of the Supreme Court, and Senator in Con- 
gress ; Shields, to be Auditor, Judge of the Supreme Court, 
Commisssioner of the General Land office, and Brigadier-Gen- 
eral in the Mexican war ; French was elected Governor in Au- 
gust, 1846 ; Lincoln was several times elected to the Legisla- 
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ture, and finally to Congress ; and Douglass, Smith, and Mo- 
Qernand have been three times elected to Congress, and Doug- 
lass to the Upited Statvs Senate. Being all of them spared 
monuments of popular wrath, evincing how safe it is to a poli- 
tician, but how disastrous it may be to the country, to ke^ 
along with the present fervor of the people.* 

But the only hope now was that the State might not be able 
to borrow the money. This was soon taken away ; for the fund 
commissioners suooeeded in negotiating a loan in the summer 
of 1837 ; and before the end of the year the work had begun at 
many points on the railroads. The whole Suto was excited to 
the highest pitch of phrenzv and expectation. Money was .is 
plenty as dirt. Industry instead of being stimulated, actually 
langui^ed. AVe exported nothing ; and everv-thing from abroad 
wax paid for by the borrowed money expended amongst us. 
And if our creditors have fbiud u> slow of payment, (hoy have 
been justly punished for lending us the money. In doing so, 
they disappointed the only hope of the cool, rejecting men of 
the Sute. 

At the same time the work was going on upon the canal. 
The board of canal comniis-ion<>r8, in pursuance of law, prvijoct- 
e«l a moist magnifioMii work, and completed portions of it in a 
niiuiiKT moot creditable to the engineers and contncior^. But 
liore again t)u< spirit of oror-ealrulation diil infinite m^schiefl 
Tliu riiii<-a S(.'it.s in ISCiO, had donated about 300,000 acxv-^ of 
land to this work. This laud wa- estimated at the most exag- 
gerati-il price. It was thought that it« value was Ulinuuble. 
.\-* ilio Amd apfx-ari-d to Ih< >o great, a very laige and di>cp 

* TboM f(«nll«m*n hkvr bmni oxoumJ upon tho prounJ that th«y 
•wore ln(tru«l«<i I" toI» w tJicy diJ. and llml lh«y had trtry ri(th» «« 
WliuTo tJml they were truly rvllrotinK the will of their eonttitueata 
But It appear* to me that iB«inl<«r« ouf^ht lo raiign meh anuiU offi««^ 
to Mcrifloe a petty ambition, rather than become the willing tools of a 
deluded p«opI% to bring to mueh oalamity npoa the country. 
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canal was projected, to be fed hj the waters of hake Michigan. 
Governor Duncan had recommended the commencement of a 
steamboat canal, which according to our present experience, 
would have cost some $20,000,000, as a means of improving 
the navigation of the Illinois river and rendering its shores 
more healthy ; and confidently relied upon Congress for addi- 
tional appropriations of money or land to complete it. Such a 
recommendation from a distinguished source, bewildered and 
depraved the public intellect, and contributed in no small de- 
gree to form the inflated and bombastic notions which led to 
the extravagances of the internal improvement system. The 
legislature refused to sanction a steamboat canal ; but neverthe- 
less projected the work after a style of grandeur far beyond the 
means of the State. Several magnificent canal basins, and a 
steamboat canal and basin at the termination on the Illinois, 
were provided for. To complete the whole about $9,000,000 
would be required. This sum, however, was regarded as a 
mere nothing, when compared with the then inflated ideas of 
the value of the canal lands. At the session of 1837, there 
were already great complaints of mismanagement on the parts 
of the banks; committees were* appointed to examine them, but 
the examination resulted in no discovery of any importance. The 
only thing worthy to be remembered concerning it, is that one 
of the committee to examine the Shawneetown Bank, after his 
return, being asked what discoveries he had made, verbally re- 
ported that he had seen plenty of good liquor in the bank, and 
sugar to sweeten it with. 

But to return to the internal improvement system. The 
fund commissioners, by taking from the principal sums bor- 
rowed, managed to pay interest on the State debt until the 
meeting of the legislature in 1840. During the interim be- 
tween the fall of the system and this meeting there was a terri- 
ble contest between the whigs and the democrats, for a Presi- 
dent of the United States. Gen. Harrison was the candidate 
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on one side, and Mr. Van Buren on the other. Nothing wm 
heard in thia contest but United States Bank, sub-treasury, tarifi; 
free trade, patriota, friends of the country, spoilsmen, gold 
spoons, English carriages, extravagance, defalcations, petticoat- 
heroes, aristocrata, coons, log-cabins, and hard cider. Not one 
word of our local aflaira. Thus was mbstibited in the public 
mind one specin* of insanity for another, which had worn out ; 
and thus it was that both paitaes cheated themselves into a for- 
getfulness of the dreadful condition of the State. For previous 
to tho explosion of the internal improvement i^stem, a debt 
had been contracted for that and the canal of |1 4.237,^1^. not 
counting the debt to the school fimd, or for deposits of surplus 
revenues ; all of whidi was to be paid by a pc^polation of 4T8,- 
929, aooording to the State census of Is 10. 

And here is a proper place for some further account of politi- 
cal ptartics. In their origin, such partioi^ seem to be fi>undod 
partly in the nature of man, and much upon artifice. There is 
undoubtedly a dilTcrence in the mental and ihysical constitu- 
tion of men, inclining them one way or the other in political aA 
faint. Some disinist tho pc<^le, >>thors confide in their capaci- 
ty (or self-government. Some prefer a quioi govemniout, others 
a stormy turbulence. The condition of man, also, has much to 
do with party ; some are poor and lowly as to property, but 
proud in their hoarts ; others ridi and well-boni. with a power 
to make tlicir pride felt by olhera. Siime are ignorant and 
fi>eblc-miiuloii. other* shrewd and intelligent ; some are iv>iurh 
and ill-hnxl, others pi>lishcd and gntceAiL In a woni, some 
hiive superior ad\'antagea, which cri»ate tliem into a csste <>f 
their own. That jnirtion enjoying these s\i|>>rior advantages, 
are apt to 1>>«k down upon their los»gtft«d fellow-ciliiens with 
i-oiiiompt or indiflRT»-iu-s> ; and to ftH>l that as they are sn|H-rior 
iu some n>!<|xvt.H, they ought to be in all. They can have but 
little |>j)lit'iuH< with the idea tltat the rabble is to govern the 
oounlry. Tho people in humble condition look up to them 
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■yrith resentment and detestation. These remarks are not in- 
variably true of either side, but it will be accorded to me that 
almost every neighborhood has some one richer than the rest, 
who puts on airs of importance, and manifests such a want of 
sympathy with his fellows, as to disgust his humbler neighbors ; 
amongst whom there are those who, fiill of ill-nature, look upon 
such pretensions with envious reseritment. These little big 
men, on both sides, of the neighborhood sort, are apt to feel the 
most thorough hatred for each other ; their malice often supply- 
ing the place of principle and patriotism. They think they are 
devoted to a cause, when they onlj hate an opponent ; and the 
more thoroughly "they hate, the more thoroughly are th,ey par- 
tisans. Here originates the hostility between democracy and 
aristocracy, as it is said to exist in this country ; and here origin- 
ates the feeling of proscription, which is more violent amongst 
mere neighborhood politicians, men who never expect an office, 
than among politicians who have risen to distinction. The em- 
inent politicians on each side frequently feel a liberality, per- 
sonally to an adversary, which cannot be manifested without 
losing the confidence of their humbler friends. 

And this state of things are kept up by the party newspapers 
on each side, the editors of which well know that their most 
profitable harvest is during an excited contest. Newspapers 
are then more sought for and read ; and then it is that an ed- 
itor's funds best support him with money and patrona,ge. It 
may be said with truth that a partisan editor is a continual 
candidate for the favor of his party ; for which reason, it is his 
interest to make political contests interminable. The great 
mass of the people, who take newspapers at all, generally con- 
tent themselves with one political paper of their own party. 
This and no other, except in the towns, they read from week 
to week, and from year to year, until they become thoroughly 
enlisted in all the quarrels of the editor, and imbued with all 
his malice and prejudice ; and thus they become bound up in 
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the most ill-natnred, nairow-nunded, pedantic conceits; fiilly 
convinced that their way, and no other, is right, and that all 
persons of the opposite party know it to be so. Thej feel 
assured that their political opponents, and particularly those of 
them who are elected to office, are a set of insuflerable rogues, 
bent upon the enslavement of the people, or the ruin of the 
country. The rascality of the whiga, in the (pinion of the dem- 
ocrats, is to end in enslaving the people, or to transfer the gov- 
ernment to some (bre^ power ; and the ra-scality of the dem- 
ocrats, in the opinion of the whigs, i'^ to ruin the country. It 
is probably true that in something like this, is the natural diC 
ference; founded upon which parties will continue to be bmlt, 
and that all efforts V^ get up third parties, not founded upon 
this diflerenoe, and all efforts to make new and merely tem- 
porary issues the permanent foundation ciT party, must be 
nliortivo. 

Some men arc .-iii-iihed ta one, and some to the other party, 
from conviction, interc>t, or the prejudices of oducatioD. I have 
already said that tlioro was no question of principle, siu-h as 
now divides parties, involved in the first election of G^. Jack- 
son. I -(peak only o( Illinois. But as the mc-usxires of Gcn- 
Jackson's administnitiivn wi iv tmfblded, it was discovered that 
he favored the dix-trint-^ of the old republican party. His at- 
tack upon the I'niteil Sim.vi Bank, his veto of its charter in 
INIJ, reni<iv.il of the deposits in 1833. the expuncinj: rpsolu- 
tiona, and the specie circular, rallied all to his party who were 
of a nature to l>c hosiiU to the power of weaihlu This is not to 
say that all wonlihy men were eseluilixi from, or all poor ones 
included in the .lomoeratie party. Many woalthy perivms still 
ronuiined democrats iVom principle, interMit, or ambition; and 
many poor men attnohed themselves to the opposite party ft>r 
like nnsons. There is a olnss of the po.ir. over whom it i- 
naturnl for the wealthy to exercise au influence ; this dan most 
gcnoTolly lack the boldness and vigor to think and feel for 



HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 201 

themselves. Some are attached to the " rich and ■well-bom," 
on account of their accomplishments and virtues, and others 
find it their interest to adhere to them. And there is always a 
class of wealthy men, who from pure tenovolence, or from the 
love of the importance their wealth gives them as leaders, at- 
tach themselves to the democracy. The Jackson party had 
long called themselves democrats ; the other party called them- 
selves democratic republicans. The democrats began to call 
their opponents federalists ; and these opponents, in 1833 or '4, 
began to call themselves whigs, a popular name of the rev- 
olution. The whigs, to be even with the democrats for call- 
ing them federalists, which they greatly resented, about the 
year 1887 gave to the democrats the name of locofocos, which 
they have persisted in calling the dempcrats ever since. The 
whigs, knowing the influence of mere words in all human affairs, 
gave this uncouth name to the democrats, in hopes thereby to 
make them ashamed of it, disavow it, and prefer the name of 
whig. It has had no effect whatever on elections; but the 
whigs stUl keep it up, as if it had a power in it to blister and 
destroy, and no Consideration on earth can induce them to re- 
linquish it. In all this,- there are just two things which are 
remarkable. It is remarkable that the whigs, by tRe mere in- 
fluence of the newspapers, without any open agreement, have 
from o?ie end of the Union to the other, adopted this name for 
their opponents, and have adhered to it now for nine years as 
the only name by which their opponents shall be known ; and 
it is remarkable that the' democratic party should have no 
squeamish men in its ranks, to run away from, or be disgusted 
with a party having so uncouth a name. 

Our old way of conducting elections riequired each aspirant 
fbr office to announce himself as a candidate. The more pru- 
dent, however, always first consulted a little caucus of select, 
influential friends. The candidates then travelled around the 
county or State, in proper person, making speeches, conversing 

9* 
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with the people, soliciting vot^ whispering slanders againrt 
their opponmta, and defending themselves against the attacks 
of their adversaries. But it was not always best to defend 
against such attadu. A candidate, in a Cur way to be elected, 
should never deny any charge made againet him ; for if he 
does, his adversaries will prove all they have said, and much 
more. As a candidate did not offer himself as the diampion 
of any party, he usually agreed with all opinions, and promised 
everything demanded by the people ; and most usually prom- 
ised, either directly or indirectly, his support to all the other 
candidates for oflJoe at the same election. I »ne of the arts was, 
to raise a quarrel with unpopular men, who were odious to the 
people ; and thus try to be elected upon the unf'opularity of 
others, as well as upon his own popularity. These modes of 
electioneering were not true of all the candidates, nor perhaps 
half of them, vcrj many of Uiem being gentlemen of first-rate 
tntoiirity. 

After [mrtv spirit arose so as to require c«idi«iii<'^ to come 
out on party grounds, there was for a time no mode of concen- 
trating the action of a party. A number of candidates would 
come out f.>r the same oflice, on the same side. Their party 
would be split up and divided between them. In such a case, 
the minority party was almost mite of succ«as, this being the 
only ease in which one is strvrngi-r than many. As party spirit 
increased more and raon\ the ne»>-*sity of si>me mode of con- 
centrating the party strength became more and more apparent 
The large onujjnition fron> the old States, bringitig with it the 
Keal and party orguniiation in which it had Inxtn trained fVom 
innmcy, pive a now impulse to thi« oonsi>Udalion of the strength 
ol" |nirty. .\ii attempt at thi.< was early n>ade by the New 
England and Now York jHH^ple livinj; in the north jwrt of the 
State, by introducing the v\>nvention system of uontinating can- 
didates. 

litis system was first triix) in nnmiiivs and di-iricts in tho 
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north ; but, on account of the frauds and irregularities which 
first attended it, small progress was made in it from 1832, 
when its introduction was first attempted, until 1840, the peo- 
ple generally preferring the election of independent candidates. 
In 1837, Judge Douglass was nominated for Congress in the* 
Peoria district, and in the winter of 1837, Col. James W. 
Stephenson was nominated by a State convention as a candi- 
date for governor ; and upon his inability to serve, on account 
of sickness, Thomas Carlin was nominated ia the same way in 
the summer of 1838. 

At first, the system encountered the furious opposition of the 
whigs, who, being in the minority, were vitally interested to 
prevent the concentration of the democratic strength. The 
western democrats looked upon it with a good deal of suspicion. 
It was considered a Yankee contrivance, intended to abridge 
the liberties of the people, by depriving individuals, on their 
own mere motion, of the privilege of becoming candidates, and 
depriving each man of the right to vote for a candidate of his 
own selection and choice. The idea of conventions was first 
brought into the middle and lower part of the State by Eben- 
ezer Pefek, Esq., a member of the bar at Chicago, a man of 
plausible talents, who had formerly resided in Canada. He 
had there been elected to the provincial parliament by the lib- 
eral party, in opposition to the ultra monarchy party. But he 
had not been long in parliament before the governor of Canada 
appointed him King's Counsel, in return for which favor Mr. 
Peck left his old friends, to support the ultra monarchists. 
His position was an uneasy one ; so, before long, he resigned 
his ofiioes and removed to Chicago. Here he attached him- 
self to the democratic party, but, on account of his defection in 
Canada, anything coming from him was viewed with suspicion 
and prejudice by many. 
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At a great mcetinfj of the lobby, during the special ; 
of 1885-'6, at Vandalia, Mr. Peck made the first speech ever 
made in the lower part of the Stit.- in fevor of the convention 
system. IK was answered by William Jcffi-rson Gatewood, 
democratic senator from Gallatin county, and s-'ine consider- 
able interest was awakened on the subji^t among politicians 
From this time th.- system won its way slowly, and now all 
the candidates for governor, lioiit.nant gi^vornor, and members 
of Congress, are brought before the people by coDventiMis, and 
it pervades two-thirds of the State in nonunating candidates for 
the legislature. 

The system has some advantages and disadvantages in this 
country. Thoso in lav.T of it viy that ii fiiniishes the only 
mode of concentrating the action of a party, and giving effect 
to the will of the majority. Th^v justly urge, that Mjice the 
organization of partio*, the old systom of electing I'n^in per- 
sonal preference is carried into e«ch jxirty in the mere selection 
of candidates, which distracts the harmony of a party by in- 
troducing mni|H'iiii<tn amongst distiiiguished men for the mere 
privilejje of becoming candidates, without any meiin* of dei-iJ- 
ing between them, cJteept at the polls. .\ix>>inlins;ly, it is 
strictly true tliat where two or more men of the same party 
are canJidni><a, without a nomination, they arc apt to hate each 
otiior ten times as int<«n9ely as thoy do the proraincDt men of 
the i>p|>«sitc pnrly. A whig i« to )h> elected by wh^. a demo- 
crat I'V iloincK'ratji. llie succ»'« of either dep<>nds upon the 
nunilu-r and Mn-iiiiih of their respective j^arties ; but an as- 
piring u hig or democrat has still to seek sup(>ort in his own 
l>:vrt_\, ill oi>|...^iiion to his own pnmiinoiit political friends, 
l>y a cnnvnjw ol" his inerit.s as a man. Such lH>ini: the cause, it 
is not likely thiit llio ambitious men of the same pariv, who 
are c\cii«d agtun»i c<ioli otlier by mere |x>rsonal coutesta, will 
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decline in favor of others, so as to have but a single candidate 
for the same office in the same party. Without a nomination, 
a party may be greatly in the majority, but by being divided 
on men, the minority may succeed in the elections, and actually 
govern the majority. To remedy this evil, it was proposed by 
conventions of delegates, previously elected by the people, to 
provide but a single set of candidates for the same party. It 
was also urged by some, that these bodies would be composed 
of the best-informed and principal men of a party, and would 
be more competent than the people at large, to select good 
men for candidates. This body to the people, would be like a 
grand jury to a circuit court. As the court would have no 
power to try any one for crime without a previous indictment 
by the grand jury, so the people would have no right to elect 
any one to office without a nomination by a convention. In the 
one case innocent men could not be publicly accused and tried 
for crime, without a private examination of their guilt, and es- 
tablishing a probability of its existence ; so the people would 
be restrained from electing any one to office without a previous 
nomination of a body more fitted to judge of his^ qualifications. 
The convention system was said to be a salutary restraint 
upon universal suffrage, compelling the people to elect men of 
standing, who alone could be nominated by conventions. 

On the other side, it was urged, that the whole convention 
system was a fraud on the people ; that it was a mere fungus 
growth engrafted upon the constitution ; that conventions them- 
selves were got up and packed by cunning, active, intriguing poli- 
ticians, to suit the wishes of a few. The mode of getting them up, 
was for some active man to procure a few friends in each precinct 
of a county, to hold primary meetings, where delegates were 
elected to county conventions, who met at the county seats, and 
nominated candidates for the legislature and for county offices ; 
and appointed other delegates to district and State conventions, 
to nominate candidates for Congress and for governor. The great 
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difficulty was in the primary meetings in the predncts. In the 
Elastern States, where conventions originated, they had town- 
ship govemmenta, little democracies, where the whole people 
met in person at least once a year, to lay taxes for roads and 
for the support of schoola and the poor. This called the whole 
people of a township together, enlightened their minds and ac- 
customed them to take a lively interest in their goveniment ; 
and whilst assembled thrr could and did elect their delegates to 
conrentioni. In thia mode a convention reflected the will of a 
party, as much as the legislature reflected the will of the whole 
people. But how is it in Illinois 1 We had no township gor- 
emments, no occasions for a genera] meeting of the people, ex- 
cept at the electi'Mis themselves ; the people did not attend the 
primnry meetings; afcw only a.«sembled, who were nearest the 
places of meeting, and thcM- wore too oftrai mere profc9«<Hial 
politicians, the loafers about the towns, who having but little 
business of their own, were ever ready to attend to the af&irs 
of the public. This threw the political power out of the luads 
of tlio i^-ople, nii>rcly because they would not exorcise it, into the 
luinds »f idlora~-of a few active men, who controlled them. If 
any oiu< desired nii office, he never thought of ^plying to the 
]H>oplc for it ; but {vassed them by. and applied himself to con- 
ciliate the managers and idlers about the towns, many of whom 
could only be conciliated at an inunense samfice at the public 
interest It ia true that a {arty had the mserved right of rebel- 
lion against nil this nuohin<-r\ ; no one cotild be punished for 
treason in so doing, otherwise llutn by losing the fiivor of his 
party, niul lu'iiig deiiounetnl »< a traitor ; whicji w:i$ almost, as 
oflioacioua in restraining the rt^Anctory as the pains and {lenaK 
ties of treaatMi, the hanging and eiubowollins; of former times. 

My own opinion of tlic otinvejition sx-stem ia, Uvtt ite.-ui never 
bo perftvt in Illinois, without the orpuvintiiHi of little town.«hip 
lU'iuooraoios, such n» an> fvmnd in New ^ ork and New England; 
that In a State where tlie people are highly intelligeot, and not 
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indifferent to public affairs, it will enable the people themselves 
to govern, by giving full effect to the will of the majority ; but 
among a people who are either ignorant of or indifferent to the 
affairs of their government, the convention system is a most ad- 
mirable contrivance to enable active leaders to govern without 
much responsibility to the people. 

By means of the convention system, and many exciting con- 
tests, the two parties of whigs.and democrats were thoroughly 
organized and disciplined by the year 1840. No regular army 
could have excelled them in discipline. They were organized 
upon the principles of national politics only, and not in any de- 
gree upon those of the State. The first effect of this seemed to 
be, that all ideas of State rights, State sovereignty, State policy 
and interests, as party questions, were abolished out of men's 
minds. Our ancestors had greatly relied upon the organization 
of State sovereignties, as checks to anti-republican tendencies, 
and national consolidation. For this purpose, all the State con- 
stitutions, Illinois amongst the rest, had declared, that no person 
holding an office under the United States should hold an office 
under the State government. The object of this was, to sever 
all dependence of the State upon the national government. It 
was not permitted the President to appoint the officers of the 
State governments, for this would at once lay the State govern- 
ments at the feet of the President. But if the State officers 
were not appointed by the President, they were elected upon a 
principle which made them, if belonging to his political friends, 
as subservient to his will as if he had appointed them. The 
President was the leader of his party in the nation, and there 
was no principle of party in the State but this. Men were 
elected to office upon the popularity of the President, and upon 
the principles which the President put forth ; and they were 
thus compelled, in self-defence, to support and defend him, 
through good and evil, right or wrong, as much as if they owed 
their offices to his gift. Besides this, their parties absolutely 
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required them to do so. It may be remarked here as a carious 
&ct, that the politicians all over the nation, pretending to be 
most in fiivor of State righta and State soveriiimty, have con- ■ 
tributed most to overthrow them, by l"..rtver ini«isting upon the 
organization of parties, purely upon national questions. 

This dependence of State upon national politii^. and the ex- 
clusive devotion of Stnto politicians to national questions, was 
the true cause why so little attention was paid to the policy of 
the State, lliese remarks are o<|ually applicable to both poli- 
tical parties. But it is as nccessarv that the aflaira of the I'nited 
States should be attended to hy the people as those of the Stale, 
and the misfortunes which a ncgUx-t of a^rs at home has 
caused, may poeubly have been the price of government in the 
nation. 

A new legislature was elected in 1^40, which, although they 
wort' chosen under the influence of the presidential election of 
that year, were obliged to think somewhat upon the public con- 
dition. The fund comnuvsioiurs stated the difficulty of mecdng 
the January interest of 1 M 1. .Vs yet the canal had not whoU v 
stopped, and the canal men were interested to kt<cp up the 
credit of the Slate ; and sonielhinj: ilcsiH'r.»to must be done for 
that purpose. 

TTie canal contra, t.rs had taken their jobs when all prices 
wen> high. By the fidl of priix'a. thi- v could make a laig« profit 
on thoir work, nnd lo«e twonty-five per .x-nt. Tb<-\, thervR^re, 
hnil agreed !•> tjikrt a million of St.no lH<nds at par. in payment 
of their e-tin»«tea. tJ.n. Thornton w.is deputed to go to Europe 
with the Innuk nnd sell thent f.r what Ihey would bring, not 
lets ilinn 8evon«.Y45ve jvr >vnt.; tlu- contrtiotors stiflering the 
loss, niis they rould well aJTord to do ; and by this expedient 
the work on the canal had In^n continued, long after that on 
the rallronils luid luTn nl>nn>lonotl. TIhs c«na] was not vet 
liMikril ujHiii as dead, nnd a great olfort was to be made to raise 
the means to keep it in life, and sustain the credit of the Stat*, 
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■without wMoh it was known that the canal would not live an 
hour. 

The time was short, only six weeks until the interest would 
become due ; and many expedients were proposed to raise the 
money ; but the one which met most general favor, was a new 
issue of bonds to be hypothecated for whatever they would 
bring in market. This was a desperate remedy, and showed 
the zeal of the legislature in sustaining the public honor. It 
proposed a plan of raising money, which, if pursued as the set- 
tled policy of the State, must end in utter ruin. Nevertheless, 
it was but feebly opposed on this ground. The principal ground 
of opposition was an objection to paying interest at all ; and 
particularly to paying interest upon bonds, for which the State 
had received nothing, or less than par. Now was heard for the 
first time, any very earnest complaints against the acts of the 
fund commissioners, in selling bonds on a credit, and for less 
than their face ; and it was seriously and earnestly contended, 
first, that the State was hopelessly insolvent, that any effort to 
pay would be ridiculous and futile, and secondly, that the State 
was not bound to pay interest on more money than had been 
actually received. An amendment to this effect was offered, 
and strenuously insisted on. 

On the other hand, it was insisted with reason, that the State 
was bound to do everything in its power to meet its engage- 
ments ; that if bonds had been erroneously issued, it had been 
done by the State agents, selected and chosen by the State it- 
self; for whose conduct the State must be responsible. It was 
admitted, that if such bonds remained in the hands of the orig- 
inal purchasers, as to them the State would be entitled to a 
deduction for money not actually received. But it was as 
earnestly contended, that if such bonds had passed into the 
hands of bona fide holders, who were no parties to the original 
deficiency of consideration, the State was liable in equity, as 
well as at law, to pay the face of the bond. There seems to be 
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an obvious propriety in this view of the case. Because tiie 
bonds were issued by State agents, appointed by the State, not 
I'V its creditors. The constituted authorities of the State ought 
to have chosen l)ettcr men for public trusts ; and if they did not 
do so, the State is justly responsible for their blunders. It 
seems to be a principle of law, as well as of equity, that if the 
State selects bad men. or those who .ire incompetent to act as 
Its agents, the St.ito thus abusing its power, and not individuals 
who had no hand in their appointment, ought to siiflcr the o«»- 
sequcnces nf its foUy, or want of .K votion to its own interests. 
TKa doctrine, if established, will be a lessmi to the people, and 
teach them t' > bo ccmmderate and cardul in electing their public 
servants. 

Those ciinictins: opinions were near preventin:; any actiim 
on tho subject at this session. At last, Mr. Ca\'arly, a member 
fh>m GriH-nc, introduced a bill of two sections, autborini^ the 
fund i-ommissioner to hypothecaii- iT.toni.U improremont bonds 
to the amount of ftSOO.OOO, and wfai<di contained tho remarkable 
provision, tlutt the proceeds were to be applied by that ofiioeT 
to tiie pavment of all interost Itj/tMjf due on the public debt. 
Tims shifting fivin the («oiionil Assembly, and devtJving oo 
the fund oninnussionor. the duty of decidiug on the Iccsility of 
tho debt. And by this happy oxjHxlicut conflidii^ »i|nniv>ns 
wi re rcoonoiled, without direct action on the matter of contro- 
vorsv ; luid thus the two bouM-^ were enabled to agree upon a 
mt'asuri' to provide tejnporarily lor the payment of tho iiitor\-st 
on the [tublio debt. The U^islaturo fiirther provided at this 
session for the issue of intere^it UmuIs. to W s,.<ld in the niar):t>t 
for whnt they would bring : and an additiiwal tax of ten certs 
on the hundred dollars worth of profH-rty was imposed and 
pliHlged to pjiy tho interest on those booda. By th<si> contrix- 
aniH"i tho iiileresl for Januitry and July. 1841, was |Mud. The 
ftmtl iMiiunissionor hy|H>thecati<d intenw) improvtment Iwtids 
for the luouoY first duo ; and his successor in offico, finding no 
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sale for Illinois stocks, so much had the credit of the State fallen, 
was compelled to hypothecate $804,000 of interest bonds for 
the July interest ; on this hypothecation he was to have received 
$321,600, but was never paid more than $261,500. These 
bonds have never been redeemed from the holders, though 
eighty of them were afterwards repurchased, and $315,000 of 
them were received from the Shawneetown Bank for State stoci 
in that institution. 
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otkar. 

TnKKB wer« other lucAsorvs of great interest to the people 
vhich came before the legislature of 1&40. the principal of 
frhich wna a bill to reform the Judicianr. 

The people of the State, at the rltvtkm of 1^40, had sustain- 
ed Mr. Xan Buren, the democratic candidate for President, and 
botli branrhes ot'the legislature were laigoly of the same party. 
Tlio majority of the judges of the supreme court were whigs. 
Judge Siitith WW the only deroocmiio member of the court, 
MrhiUt Chief Justice ^Vilson, and his associates LockwiXKi and 
Itruwn, were of the minority party. It is due to truth heT« to 
Niy, tliat Wilson and Lookwood were in vrety rcapect amiable 
and «oi>ompli»hetl gentlemen in private life, and o^mmandcd the 
«>Ki.>em and reapect of all good men (l>r the purity of their ciu>- 
tturt and their pr»>bity in official station. N\ ilson was a Vlrgin- 
iiu) »f the old sort, a man of good tvluoation. sound judgment, 
ond an elegant writ(<r, aa his published o^nions will show. 
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Lookwood was a New-Yorker. He was an excellent lawyer, a 
man of sound judgment, and his face indicated uncommon pur- 
ity, modesty, and intelligence, together with energy and strong 
determination. His face w'as the true index of his character. 
Brown was a fine, large, affable, and good-looking man, a toler- 
able share of tact and good sense, a complimentary, smiling 
and laughing address to all men, and had been elected and con- 
tinued in office upon the ground that he was believed to be a 
clever fellow. Two great political questions had been brought 
before this court, one of which . they decided contrary to the 
views and wishes of the democratic party, and the other ques- 
tion was yet pending, but it was believed would be decided in 
the same way. 

These were the questions : When Governor Carlin was elect- 
ed in 1838, he claimed the power to appoint a new Secretary, 
of State. Alexander P. Field was the old Secretary. He had 
been appointed by Governor Edwards ten years before, and had 
been continued in' office without any new appointment under 
both Eeynolds and Duncan. He was a whig, and Gov. Carlin 
was a democrat ; and as the Secretary of State is not only a 
public officer, but a sort of confidential helper and adviser of the 
executive, Gov. Carlin claimed the right of selecting this officer 
for himself, and from his own party. The governor nominated 
to the senate Mr. McQemand of Gallatin county. The whigs 
of the senate, and some democrats, enough to constitute the ma- 
jority, decided that the tenure of the office might be defined and 
limited by the legislature, but that until they did so the Secre- 
tary could not be removed and a new one appointed. The gov- 
ernor and his friends contended that he had the power of re- 
moval and appointment at all times, to be exercised at his dis- 
cretion. The governor made five or six different nominations, 
all of which were rejected by the senate. 

After the legislature adjourned, the governor again appointed 
Mr. McClemand, who demanded the office of the old Secretary 
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of State, and wa« refoaed. Mr. McClernand then sued out hia 
writ, to try hia right to the oflBoe. The question was takoi to 
the Bupreme oourt, and decided againat him by Wilson and 
Lodcwood ; Judge Smith dissenting, and Judge Brown giring 
no opinion, on account of relationship to Mr. McClernand. TTiis 
at the time was aupposed to be a great question. Hie ablest 
oounael in the State were employed, and the decision of the 
judge is elaborated to such a degree, as to show their opinion 
of its consequences. TTie decislbn raised a great flame of excite- 
ment, and tho democrats contended that the odiooa doctrine of 
liffroflicers had been established by it. In 1840. the govenior 
found no difficulty in (retting his nomination confirmed. Hie 
senate was now largely democratic, probably caused by this de- 
cision of the court. But the other great que^on wa^ still pend- 
ing ; and a fhar tiuit it might be decided against the democrata, 
determined that party to reform the Judiciary. 

Tho Constitution providoM that all tree white male iitMabikmtt, 
over tlu' age of twenty-one rears, who have resided in tho State 
for six months, shall be entitled to %'ote at all genri^ and 
special elections. The whigs had long contended that this pro- 
rision did not authorise any but citizens to vote ; whilst the 
practice had been, ever sinoe tho Constitutian was forme^l. to 
allow nil to voii'. whether citisena or aliens, who had been in th« 
Stiiti' nix months, lliis question had been much talked of and 
i-aiivass,^ in orery part of the Siate, It producvd much 
rxriiciiK'iit, an it naturally wituld when two great parties were 
nrraved on it, nnd when it was beliovt<d by both parties that 
the alion voio in the Stiii,- was suffioient to decide the elections. 

In iliis state of tho >-.■»<■, two whigx of f;!ilona nuide an aprt>ed 
cnuso to bo lUviiliMi by the oin-uii ooiurt. It was not arg\ied on 
either side, and the judgt\ who was a whijt, d«videvl that aliens 
wore nut ontitliHl to vote. This wss all done so quietly, that 
It was near i^isaing witliout notice. But when the derision wuii 
publi^lu•^i, it threw tho loaders of tho democratic party into 
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perfect consternation. By this time the alien vote was sup- 
posed to be about 10,000 strong, nine-tenths of which was 
democratic. 

The leaders of the party took measures to carry the case to 
the supreme court. Numerous and able counsel on each side 
had been heard on it there in December, 1839, and it was con- 
tinued until the following June. It was unirersally believed, 
from certain intimations, that a majority of the judges had deter- 
mined to decide against the aliens. In June, the democratic 
lawyers succeeded in finding an imperfection in the record, 
which caused another continuance until December, 1840, and 
until after the presidential election. This was thought to be a 
great feat of dexterity and management, as by that means the 
alien vote was secured at all events for one more election, an(i 
more particularly for the presidential election of that year. In 
this, as well as in the other case of the Secretary of State, I 
think the whigs were clearly wrong. It is a principle in all 
our constitutions, that the appointing power, when exercised by 
a single person, or by a body of men who can conveniently 
act, must necessarily possess the power of removal from office ; 
and, in the other case, it was equally clear that the word in- 
habitant must mean an alien as well as a citizen. But it was 
also alleged that this provision of our constitution, if construed 
to allow an unnaturalized alien to vote, would come in conflict 
with the Constitution of the United States, which gives to Con- 
gress the power of passing uniform naturalization laws. It was 
contended, that as no foreigners by those laws could be natu- 
ralized without a residence in the country for five years, the 
State could not confer the elective franchise upon one who had 
resided in it only six months. The obvious answer to all this 
is, that the Constitution of the United States was never intended 
to give Congress the power of interfering with the right of 
suffrage. If it had contained such a provision, so various were 
the difierent State Constitutions on this subject at the time i,t 
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was adopted, and so jealous were the States of their sovereignty, 
that the Constitution of the United States would never have been 
ratified. Beades this, citizenship alcme was never construed in 
any State to confer the elective franchise ; there bdng many 
citizens in every State, in some more and in othov less, who 
were not allowed to vote. And it seemed to be a legitimate 
and unanswerable argument, that if citizenship alooe did not 
confer the right of voting, the want of it alone could not take 
it away. 

However, it was believed that the whig judges, right or 
wrong, would decide with their party. And here I would re- 
mark, that the higher oourta are bat indifferent tribunals for 
the si'ttU'iiu'iit of great political questions, supposing soeh set- 
tlement no longer to rest on phyaioal force, but to rdy fbr its 
authority upon the conviction of the public judgment, fan this 
sense, such questions can never be settled except by the oon- 
tiniiod triumph of one party over the other, in which c«ac the 
minority yields, from despair of ^ticoo^is. Hie jodge-^ are but 
men. In all the great questions which arise, and which divide 
the people into parties, they wiU never £ul to have their pre- 
conceived opinions, as well as others, and those opinions mu$t 
necessarily be biased by their political prMiilections. But it is 
said that party men and politicians ought not to be judges of 
the courts. It would be better, if this were possible. At a 
tiiuc when the whole [x-ople are divided and convulsed by the 
agitation and disouasioii of groat party measura and principles, 
it would be strange indeed if gifted and talented men onuld be 
found with a power of thought making them fit for the office, 
and vol w)u> have never formed any opinions on sucii subjects. 
The most that the judge can do to disarm the public or party 
prejudice, is to conceal his opinion* ; but «he knowing persons 
of the oji|K>sito party are no lc^•i certain that he Iwa them. 
It may, tlu<r«foM\ be said of ()io ablest and b««t judgM, those 
most oelebnUod for dispensing iv|uity and justici> in common 
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cases between individuals, that when any great political ques- 
tion on which parties are arrayed comes up for decision, the 
utmost which can be expec^d of iiiem is, an able and learned 
argument in favor of their own party, whose views they must 
naturally favor, for the very reason that they prefer one party 
to the other. Such a decision, therefore, can never be satisfac- 
tory to ike opposite party, which well knows that if the judges 
had been of a different political complexion, the decision would 
have been otherwise. And, therefore, no such party decisions, 
not based upon the power of majorities of the people, can ever 
be a satisfactory settlement of this description of questions. 

As I have said before, the legislature in 1835 had created 
circuit courts, and elected circuit judges, the number of whom 
had by this time inweased to nine. The plan of reform now 
was to abolish these courts, repeal the judges out of office, and 
create five additional judges of the supreme court, all of whom 
were required to hold circuit courts in plaice of the circuit 
judges repealed out of office. This arrangement would give 
the democratic party a majority of two to one on the Supreme 
bench. The measure was infa-oduced into tiie Senate by Adam 
W. Snyder, a senator from St. Clair county ; a district contain- 
ing a larger foreign vote than any other in the State. A long 
and violent struggle ensued; and at times it was doubtful 
whether it would pass. It was confessedly a violent and some- 
what revolutionary measure, and could never have succeeded 
except in times of great party excitement. The contest in the 
Presidential election of 1840 was of such a turbulent and fiery 
character, and the dominant party in this State had been so 
badly defeated in the nation at large, by the election of Gen. 
Harrison, that they were more than ever inclined to act from 
motives of resentment and a feeling of mortification. The 
dominant party therefore came to the work thirsting for re- 
venge, as well as with a determination to leave nothing undone 
to secure their power in this State at least. Notwithstanding 

10 
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this dispoeitico on the part of the democracy, many members 
of the legialature belonging to that party, were drawn to the 
support of the measure with a great deal of difficulty ; others 
opposed it outright, and upon co terms, and with no af^lianoM 
of f-arty machinery and discipline, could be brought to support 
it. The flit, of some of these democrats affords a melancholy 
leason. They were denounced by their friends and turned over 
to the whigs. But, so ikr as I know, they hare erer since been 
found acting with the party, thouirh they hare never been able 
to recover its confidence, TTte excitement ha» gone by ; die 
party itself ha.-* been pretty generally convinced that the *i\ >■ 
tern then adopted, ought to be abondcned ; that the supreme 
court ought to be constituted as it w.'i> before ; yet these demo- 
crats, many of them, are still under the ban ; so true it is, that 
in all party matters, a breach of discipline, a rebellion against 
Ittaden, i.s rvganlod as infinitely more odeiLsivo than the nu-ro 
support (>!' wicked or unwise meamres, or opi-o-itioo to good 
onea. A party never holds it^ members to account fv>r sup- 
jiirtiiu; the Worst sort of measures, or (^posing the liest ones, 
nnlem the leaders have made thorn the test (^ fidelity to party ; 
but wo to him whose coosdenee is so tender that he cannot 
support, or opposes the iin\!i.-iirx>> decreed by his party. Wo to 
him who is guilty of a hrvach ol' d.~ici|:Jin«, or who rebels 
against IcadorH. in all matters ot' part \ , there ore two thii^ 
to bo considered ; the prii>o:pU-s ol" the party and its discipline. 
A man may hold all the prinri{<lo> oi' the party, but if he does 
not harinonise with its urgaiiiiatiun, he will not be eoii^i.lond 
US l>i'loiii;ing to it. Aiul lu> will be allowed much of hts natural 
liberty to think for himselC aiul be (>>rs:ivi'it much defertioa of 
principle, if ho will (•iil\ obey U-.i.l.-rs, ainl work in the party 
hiinu'sa. A party may entirely change its principles aiul nMv»- 
ures wli< luMr tlio gr»>at K;».Iiin say the word ; but if it still 
ktvps up llio same or}:ajiitation and name, and has the same 
l> aderH, no member is to doubt but that it is the same party it 
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was before. The privilege of changing principles and measures 
is only the privilege of the great leaders, upon consultation and 
agreement with the lesser ones ; and then all the lesser leaders 
and members of the party can safely follow in the change. But 
wo to the presumptuous small leader, who sets up to change on 
his own account ; or who undertakes to diifer with his great 
leaders on the adoption of new measures, not before thought of 
in former contests. This, gentle reader, is government by moral 
means ; and it seems, in the present state of civilization, that 
without this kind of government, imperfect and abhorrent to 
the freedom of thought as it may be, we are to have our choice 
between anarchy and a government of stern force. In the 
democratic party, such rebellious, free-thoughted, independent 
little leaders, in the slang language of the day, are called 
" tendet-jboted democrats,''' and finally, no democrat, at all ; and 
this I believe to be the case with the other party whenever they 
have the majority. 

The bill was finally passed through bqth houses, and returned 
by the council of revision with their objections ; but was again 
re-passed through both houses, in the Senate by a large majori- 
ty, in the House by a majority of one vote. By this means the 
new Secretary of State was secured in his office, and the demo- 
cratic party were secured in the continued support of the alien 
vote ; for all the new judges elected at this session, were as 
thoroughly satisfied of the right of each governor to appoint his 
own Secretary of State, and of the right of alien inhabitants to 
vote, as the whig judges could be to the contrary. 

During the pendency of this question before the legislature, 
the whig judges decided the alien case from Galena. They, 
however, did not decide the main question. The case went off 
upon another point, which it was charged by the democrats 
that the whig judges had hunted up on purpose to dispose of 
the case, without deciding it, in the hope that when the domi- 
nant party could see that they were no longer threatened with 
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a decision oontraiy to their wishes, they would abandon their 
reform measure. Tliis charge was boldlj made )>,v Judge 
Douglass, in a speech in the lobby of the House, one evening 
aA«r an adjoummenb Douglass had been one of the ooumel 
for the aliens; and it appeared from his speech, that he and 
Judge Smith had been in constant communication in relation to 
the progress of the case. Judge .Smith (I n-irrit to sav it of a 
man who is no more) was an active, bustling, onibitioas. and 
turbulent member of the democratic party. He had for a long 
time aimed t< < be elected to the United States Senate ; his de- 
vices and intrigues to this end had been innumerable. In &ct, 
he never lacked a pl"t to advance hin.'x^-ll^ or to blow up some 
other person. He was a laborious and ingeniona schemer in 
politics ; but his ]>lans wire always too compleJi and ramified 
for his power (■ > execute them. Being always unracoessfiil him- 
Holf, he was delighted with the mishaps alike of friend > and ene- 
mies ; and was crer chuckling over the defeat or the bl.isted 
hopes of some cno. In thi- case he M'ught t.> pun crv^iit with 
the leading democrala, by the part bo lixtk, and adecicd to takek 
in the alien nt>«, as he had U>ibre in tbe case of the Sixretarr 
<if.*<iate. lie it was who priviUeJy suggested to coun»< ! the 
delW-t in the reix>rd which resulted in the continuance in June, 
1H40; Olid iliirinj! the whole lime the ««s»« was pondiiii:. with 
the siirae view he was giving out to I>ougl.vi5 and i^ihers, the 
probable opiniim of llie court. I le airirnuxl that the judgos at 
one term all iMd their opinions written rwidy to deliver, aini 
all but him»i<lf dwiding again»t tbe aliens ; and that the «i>o 
would have been so d«vidod. if he had not .lis,\ner«>d the afi>re> 
Miid lief.-.! in the r«>cor\l. I pon hi- authtrity iKtugln-ss de- 
noune^^i the ixmrt, and bnuii-lii all ilios,- cluHrg»w against the whig 
jiidg\>K, Mul en.KvivorxHl (o nu»ke it appMir that they ha«l now 
onlj evii.ltHi n diH-idion for the tiim- InMug. in the vain Itope of 
•topping the iwivr of the l.gialat«r«>. The judg^w. on ihvW- part, 
dcniixl all these chargtw , and Jutlge Smith uniting with the 
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■whig judges, published their denial in the Sangamon Journal 
newspaper, at Springfield. Douglass was immediately sus- 
tained as to the statements of Judge Smith, by the published 
letters of a half dozen other gentlemen of veracity, to whom 
Judge Smith had made similar statements. 

But allowing all that was said to be true, and there is now 
no doubt that the whole of it was false, it is feared that if the 
right mode of reformation had been adopted, the legislature 
would have punished an oifence which they had themselves 
caused the court to commit. The judges may possibly have 
feared being put upon the laborious duty of holding circuit 
courts, from, which they had been relieved for several years ; 
and they may have supposed that the reform measure, as it was 
called, would be put an end to, as soon as the democrats ceased 
to fear a decision against them in the alien case. If they thought 
so, they had but little knowledge of the spirit and genius of 
party. The democrats, by a thorough change in the constitu- 
tion of the court, desired to obtain full security for the future. 
Independent of this, when a measure once becomes a party 
measure, it cannot be suddenly abandoned. And besides this, 
again, a party scarcely ever stops at the accomplishment of its 
wishes, unless brought about by its own favorite measures, and 
by something that it has done itself. I have more than once 
known a party to persist in urging a measure, long after its 
wishes had been accomplished by other means. 

Ever since this reforming measure, the judiciary has been 
impopular with the democratic majorities. Many and most of 
the judges have had great personal popularity ; so much so as 
to create complaint of so' many of them being elected or ap- 
pointed to other offices. But the bench itself has been the sub- 
ject of bitter attacks by every legislature since. The two houses 
have almost come to the opinion, that as they are numerous 
bodies, fresh from the people every two and four years, the 
other departments of the government, the executive and judi- 
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ciary, are mere ezcreaecnces on the body politic, which ought 
to bo pruned awaj. Aa to Judge Smith, he made nothing by 
all his intrigues. By opposing the reform bill, he fell out and 
quarrelled with the leaders of his party. He lost the credit he 
liad gained by being the dcmooratic dMunpion on the bench, 
and (ailed to be elc<-i.-<l to the United Stat.-s S, nate ; and w.^s 
fill back t.. the laborious duty of holding circuit courts. Thus 
bringing upon himself^ by his active (iV^rts to destroy the char- 
acter and iiirtu.n.. of the court of which he was a member, the 
just desert of his conduct. 

The judges of the supreme court had h<o<»n withdrawn from 
holding circuit owxiris for six ye*r»; consequently they had lost 
their pnlitical influence, which now attached itaelf to the cirmit 
jmlpi's, who had a better opportunity of beeom.t e acquainted 
and niakint! Inend" among the people. The supreme court, .as 
a oo-ordinalo branch of government, had become weak : <•' true 
is it, that the actual power to be exercised by either braneh of 
govi-ninii-nt, depends lew upon the pttwers conferred in the 
Constitution, than upon the moral power >!' popularity and in- 
fluonce with the people and their ropniseiitjtivcs, Fvr this 
roa"i<">n, many believed it to be neci^ssary to rv^toro the judges 
of tilt- supreme court to circuit duties, in order to give political 
vii,'or to thi' judiciary department ; «•' as to enable them to act 
with iiuli-|H'iiil(<iuv. and thus preserve the l>al«nr«s of the ceo- 
Ktitiitli>ii. 

No flirthor attempt was made after July. 1S41, to pay inter- 
rvi on the public debt. For woni of full knowledge of her 
coiiilition abroad, and of the conOiii-m of other new States, in 
a short liino Illinois, and »<ime oilH^rs in the we8t> became a 
stench in the lu^strila of the civilinxl world. The people at 
home began to wake up in tem^r ; the people abroad who wish- 
P<l to settle in a new country, avoided lllinoi.* as they would 
pestilentv iiml fmuino -, and there was gn<at danger that tlte (\i- 
turn nmigmnts would be men wh(\ having no rcfjard for their 
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own cTiaraeters, would also have none for that of the State where 
they might live. The terrors of high taxation were before all 
eyes, hoth at home and abroad. Every one at home wanted to 
sell his property and move away, and but few, either at home 
or abroad, wanted to purchase. The impossibility of selling, 
kept us from losing population ; and the fear of disgrace or 
high taxes, prevented us from gaining materially. 

To add to the general calamity and terror . of the people, in 
February, 1842, the State Bank, with a circulation of three mil- 
lions of dollars, finally exploded with a great crash, carrying 
wide-spread ruin all over the State, and into the neighboring 
States and territories. In June following, the bank at Shawnee- 
town " followed in the footsteps of its illustrious predecessor," 
leaving the people almost entirely williout a circulating medium. 
The paper of these two banks had been at a discount for spe- 
cie ever since the United States refused to receive it for the 
public lands, and to make the banks depositories of the public 
moneys. At first the discount was small, two or three per 
cent., but in two or three years advanced to twelve and fifteen 
per cent., and then came the crash. The banks, however, man- 
aged to make their paper the standard of par ; and specie, and 
other paper of less credit, was above or below par. The dis- 
count was sufficient, for three years before, to banish all good 
money from circulation ; so that when the banks failed, the 
people were left without money until supplied by the course of 
trade, which, in a country so little commercial as Illinois at 
that time, was a slow process. When I came into office in 1842, 
I estimated that the good money in the State, in the hands of 
the people, did not exceed one year's interest on the public debt. 

That which contributed the last spark to the explosion of 
the State Bank, was the course of some of the State directors, 
who were contractors to finish the northern cross railroad, and 
who were to be paid in canal bonds, which at the time were 
unsaleable. These interested parties, joining with others in the 
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directory, c&tablished it as a principle, that the bank could no< 
issue an excess of its paper whilst in a state of suspensioB. 
This they did to pet loans from the bank to carry on their 
work on the road ; and having "I'tained money ihemselTes upon 
this prin(i|plc, they were obliged I" veto loons to all others. 
But experience soon showed that the principle was false, for no 
sooner was more paper put into circulation than could be sus- 
tained )■> the business of the country, than the bank exploded. 
It may be added to this, that the Slaiti- Bank, to obtain &Tor 
from the legislature, was compelled to make loans to the State, 
and to advance its bil!~ for auditor's warrants for a large amoont, 
to defray the ordinary expenses of government ; the revenues 
beuip again insufficieii, and the legislature afraid to incrm^ 
the tiixes. When I came into office, the ."stase owed the bank, 
on tills account, tvro hundred and ninety-four thousand doUurs. 

A siitiie«h.it similar conneciioo with the S!,it<- a.<sistcd mudi 
to break iho Shawneolown Rink. That bank was first induced 
to lend the State about |J!)0.000 to finish the State n.'UM< -. and 
in September, I s.'>!>, upon the recommendation and urgi>nt re^ 
que.si I'f Covenjor Carliu, and upMi hi- promise to deposit 
$500,000 in iiiteriuil imprxiveinent bonds, as ciillateral s<viirity. 
whieh promise wax never perfi>rmed. the bank wa.s induced to 
lend the (.'ommissioncw of Public Works the furtbej- sum of 
$200,000, which was never repaid to it.* 

Upon the wholei, we have hcwd nnieh said by demagog\ii-s 
alHiut our swindling l>iu\ks ; but it would be an easy nMtler to 
show, that if the Ivuika had swindled oitly one quarter as mudt 
aa they have been 8windl^^l dy the St.nte, and by individuals, 
tin V would have bei>n iH>rfi<ctly !«l>lv^H^t, ami able to pay every 
dollar of their debt ; and what is nuwt remarkable is. that 
tliodc who hn\e swiiullttl the l>anks miwt, are tlie mo«t loud in 
llieir cries against them lor HwiiKlling. 

Aa I have elacwlu'tv said, tin -»» banks first su!>p<>ndod specie 
• »•• r»porla of Hou»« of RvpnweotaUTaa, IMS-X l^itf** 4M. '*. "ft. 
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payments in the spring of 1837. In that year, the suspension 
was legalized to save the canal and internal improvement sys- 
tem. I do not know the reason why this favor was continued 
by the session of 1838-'9, or any of the following sessions until 
1841. But I do know that all, or nearly all, of the leading 
democrats opposed the measure. This was a new manifestation 
of hostility on the part of the democrats to these banks ; and 
this, again, was cause enough to rally the main body of the 
whigs in their favor ; and this, again, was of immense advan- 
tage to the banks in sustaining their credit. The merchants and 
business men all over the country were mostly whigs. They 
believed that the banks were unjustly persecuted by the demo- 
crats, that they were perfectly solvent, and that all the objec- 
tions of the democrats amounted to no more than senseless clamor. 
In the meantime the State Bank had been made the deposit- 
ory of the State revenues. The collectors had been required 
to pay the revenues arising from taxation into this bank, as into 
the public treasury. All auditors' warrants were drawn upon 
the bank, which were paid in its own paper. In this mode the 
legislature and all public officers were paid in the paper of the 
bank ; for, as nothing better was paid in, nothing better could 
be paid out. This gave the bank a decided advantage over the 
legislature. It was in the power of the bank to send the mem- 
bers home without their pay, except in auditors' warrants, at 
fifty per cent, discount, unless something should be done to sus- 
tain the credit of its paper. This lever, and a few opportune 
loans to some democrats, together with the aid of the whigs, 
commanded relief at the session of 1841. This session was 
called two weeks earlier than usual, for the purpose of provid- 
ing means to pay the interest on the public debt, becoming due 
in January, 1841. The democrats contended that this early com- 
mencement was a special session, and that the regular session 
must be commenced anew, on the first Monday of December 
following the first meeting. The whigs contended that the two 
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aessions only made one, and refiwed to support a tine die ad- 
journment on the Saturday preceding the first Monday in De- 
cember. This was then supposed to be a very viuil question. 
The democrats supposed that such an adjournment would put 
an end to the banks, as the previous law had provided for a re- 
sumption of specie payments before the adjournment of the 
next session of the general aascmbly. or otherwi-H> they were to 
forfeit their charters. This was a session of much bitterness and 
personal hatred. The deni- rat* came up from the pec^le in- 
flamo.l with the highest degree of resentment against the banks 
and the judiciary ; and the whigs came with an equal hatred of 
the democrats, and a firm d.^ termination, a" a general thing, to 
oppose whatever the democrats might favor. I believe it is a 
principle ut' all great p'!>iioaI part:-"^. that they cannot be very 
far wrong if they disagree to everything proposed by their ad- 
versaries. The whigs took ground in &vor of the banks, the 
demorrnts against them. The questioa was on the Me die ad- 
journment of the special »e««ion. The wlinr^ saw that the ad- 
journment would carry. To defeat it, tlK»y began to absent 
tltomselvcs from the house, so as not to leave a quonmi. A 
call of the house was ntade, and ii< oilio» r< were sent out to 
bring in and secure the attendane*^ of the absent inombera. The 
doors were closed to pr»'vent fiirther t'iicapeai,-but nevertheless 
some of the whigs jumped out of the windows, but not enoogh 
to defeat the purpose of the domiu.-mt party. The in^^ion was 
adjourned, and, according to the views of the democrats, the 
iMUiks were at an end. Tlie bank party hiul bet<n deieated, and 
the dennxracy had obtained at last a grx-at and glorious victory. 
B\it the vietorv e»>iild not be s.'cured : ft»r before the end of th«< 
ri^ilar session iu December xlw lianks obtained a ftirther priv- 
Ih^' of stmjHMmion, and the St.nte Bank obtainitl an additional 
privilege whit>h had never Kx-n granted to it beibre, that of issu- 
Inn one, two, and thriHMlollnr notes. So much for a denuvratio 
victory. This privileg«i of issuing small notes, it was thought, 
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would aid the 130111(3 in making an earlier resumption. They 
immediately flooded the country with small notes in place of 
the large ones. This hanished the silver dollar from circulation. 
It destroyed the specie basis all over the country, and made it 
impossible for the banks to increase their stock of precious met- 
als except by purchase. All deposits and payments were made 
in the only circulation then in the country. The banks might 
lose specie, but they could not increase it. I think I hazard no- 
thing in saying that this privilege of issuing small notes did as 
much mischief to the banks themselves as it did to the people 
at large. 

During the whole of this long and angry contest, the whigs 
accused the democrats of making war upon the commerce and 
the currency of the country. These banks were termed the in- 
stitutions of the country, and war upon them, in the language 
of the whigs, was war upon the institutions of the country. In 
whig estimation, the democrats were disloyal, destructive, and 
opposed to government. The whigs, in the estimation of the 
democrats, were a set of bank vassals, and were frequently call- 
ed by the democrats, the ragocracy. The presidents and direct- 
ors of banks were called rag-barons ; bank paper was called 
bank rags, and written or printed lies ; whilst the whole body 
of the whig party were, from an excess of hatred, termed the 
British-bought, Bank, blue-light, federal, whig party. 

Our whig friends contended that the continual and violent op- 
position of the democrats to the banks destroyed confidence ; 
which, by-the-bye, could only exist when the bulk of the people 
were under a delusion and believed in a falsehood. According 
to their views, if the banks owed five times as much as they 
were able to pay, and the people owed to each other and to the 
banks more than they were able to pay, and yet if the whole 
people could be persuaded to believe the incredible falsehood, 
that all were able to pay, this was " confidence," which, if once 
destroyed, could only be restored by the restoration of a sim- 
ilar general delusion. 
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malMr-Cradll-Deiiu— I'awT— Bl(k nu«. of lawnnl— BMivt «* ■«il»-Aln»— 
Mol>-l«n(ar— AkaUUaaua— Hob« IB Pop* tommy— »€ih» tm ih> MMk-Ofi* 
eoiuu; oiab— CUn* oT sob* la b«v tomKUtn—ln ^aMh—t^tftm tt ik* Mniragi 
TbMr nulnmnl la Hlnaart— TWaMm thnv-ArtitaBMl laOhx>— KMtwd Baak— 
M<«tno» iMoni lo MtHoort— Monac* •« Umr— Kx|MWaa iKm Uiw^r — Ssott- 
nam of lb* M^4ia-«« la nnaota-IVriiUca of Ik* ■)Utmmmt Mafttl Vb Bana- 
IIbut ilar-Jolai X INaan— Dock* laMW— Hiaai-c Uak— jtophca A. Di^iw 
— M(«inoo riiailaia-Xaareo l<<<<a ^nailar rlwir a«iiaai ll» M.iiai Awwl 
or to -.uuk— Trial Uton imO^ lina»ta« Xaailaailiia of Mr. ■v><4«r la Om 4aM>- 
cmlc aaadlilala tt-r Uotafaor— <ianraar Pa aiaa afato a laiitlilaii TW Uaimcm 
4nctara Ibr Ilia damocni*— 4««««ri«ev D aa r aa auack* ike Mxvaiaa* aarf ik« Monaoa 
ckanata— Daalk or l l *» ai» tkataaar— S u Miaa i iiai <ir ik* aalkar la kb yl a n 
Raaanai Ibr lkk> aiMalaaiiaa— Funkar « i iarli t li > a Mo ika praokal op«a(kaa> al 
gDnnuaaM— ia*ctk>a vl ik* aaikor— Tka Gotmbi*, AadiW aatf Ttaaiarar fortad 
Iko ia<»lpl of Baak iiapar ferlana— OaatMoa V :^' ~->.r la ISM. 

Br the jeor 1840, i1m> whol« Stale h«d be«n settled, except 
•omc of the wide pniirics fiu* from timber. Tbere wks no longer 
ojiy more wiKlfnuss*. The country in Hearr county, tltough 
M good M Ml)- other part of the Stale, I boliere was the last to 
\m> acttled in 1838. S.<v< ml collegee and academies had been 
liuill and were in aucccasful operation. The Illiiiois college, at 
.Ii»ks..nvill.\ under the direction of the rrrebytcrians, waa 
built by lui aaaociiiiioii <>i" sonilpinon of IVwton. ShurtlifT col- 
U'fH< nt Alton, wan establiahod iiiuior the direction of the Bap- 
ti«|i<; MoKi>mIrw c^llll■)^• at l.i-t>;in>>n, under the direction of 
ill.' Moihodiala ; and MoDonough wllege at Macomh, and Knox 
college, nt Ualcahur^, \v<r<' eatablighed aleo by the Pre^yte- 
rlaiia. T\w iHiholiiV oatablinhcd a flouriahUtg miimory at the 
ancient town of Kaakaakia tor the edumtion of ihnialos; Biahop 
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Chase, with the aid of contributions from the members of the 
Episcopal church and others, established Jubilee college in 
Peoria county, and the Methodists established a flourishing 
seminary at Mount Morris, in the county of Ogle. Beside 
these there were numerous academies and high schools in many 
parts of the State. Opportunities for education in the higher 
branches were good for all who were able and willing to profit 
by them. Common schools flourished in many places, more 
than could have been expected, when all efScient encourage- 
ment to them had been abandoned by the Government. 

Chicago, Alton, Springfield, Quincy, Galena, and Nauvoo, 
had become cities before the year 1843. To these has since 
been added the city of Peoria. Most of the county seats had 
grown up to be towns of from five to fifteen hundred inhabit- 
ants ; and there were many other villages in many of the coun- 
ties oantaining a population of from one hundred to a thousand 
souls. The towns contained a good deal of intelligence, polish, 
and eloquence. It must not be thought that the people of this 
new country had just sprung up out of the ground, with no ad- 
vantages of education and society. They were nearly all of 
them emigrants from the old States, being often the most in- 
telligent and enterprising of their population. As .such, they 
were just a slice off of the great loaf of the old States. But 
they were not apt to be so considered by the latest comers. 
These always imagined that they were come to a land of com- 
parative ignorance, and that they must necessarily be superior 
to the people already here, until they were convinced to the 
contrary by finding, out that their pretensions had made them 
ridiculous ; and if their pretensions were noticed at all, it was 
only to be laughed at. It was no uncommon thing to find 
families of these last new comers scattered all over the country, 
forever complaining of the want of good society ; and of the 
many privations they endured in a new country. These com- 
plaints were uttered, not so much because they were true, as to 
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let people know that diose who made them, were iomtho£t$ 
where they came from. TTie same kind of people to show 
themselves off as something superior to others, were forever 
uttering sarcasms and flighting remarks .f the State and the 
people. It was no uneommon thing to find them in all the 
taverns, stagcs^coadies and steamboat*. leUing on, that although 
their destiny compelled them to live in the State, yet they 
knew how degraded the reet of the people were as well as he 
who resided in a dty, or lived in a palace. Indeed, the bodies 
only of a great many people and not th-ir nunds lived in the 
St.ito. It was difiicult to forget the &ther-Iand. M' -st of die 
emigrants remembered New York, or N\w England, or their 
other places of nativity, with affection and lively interest. A 
mnn from Mamachtt!K'tt'< took a newspaper from his native 
tuwn, he watched the progrer< of politico, die success of men 
and iiarties, and the history of envenunent there, with as much 
interest as if he had never removed. And so of the emigraata 
fW>m other States. It was natural it should be sou But whilst 
it was so, it is to be feared that matters suflered at home. 
There was but little State pride ft* Illinois. Illinois could he 
abused anywhere with impunity. I hope yet to live to see the 
day in Illinois, as it is in Kentucky, \ irginia, Tennessee, South 
Cartflina, N.» York, and New England, that no one will he 
Nuffered to abuse the Stat.- without being scorned and insulted. 
If is true that a State j»riile must be de«>rv»xl before it can 
exist. Ilio [H-^iple must have soinothin;; to l>e proud (^ The 
Si.iic will never really pit>spt<r without this State pride. It is 
the greatest incentive to e\i\llence in government, and in every- 
thing else, for the people to Ih> proud of their country.* 

• li *M>nM t» III* Uist tli« pMpl« of niinois may now justly b« proad 
of Ui«ir SUls. Tl«y hsvo with grNil unanimity put aown th« biJ««u« 
inOD«l«r of repudiation ; ooatrwy to the in«U|r«tion« of nomerou* Joiiin- 
goKUM tli<> h*T« (ubmitttM] rhMrhiUv to Ik tmeJ to pay th»ir ja»t 
dsbte; tli«y sr* sboiii i.i •<>» |}i«ir oansl. on* of tiicgrMlast works ia 
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As new people came in they brought with them their religion 
and literature. Churches now began to be rapidly established 
in the towns, and in many country places. Pastors were regu- 
larly settled and paid; church buildings were erected, divided 
off into pews, and the sound of the " Church-going bell" began 
to be heard. It soon become fashionable to attend some church, 
and constant attendance induced many to join as members. 

During the previous period of our history, our literature was 
principally confined to mere newspaper writing, which discuss- 
ed mostly the mere affairs of party, or the claims of some man 
to an office ; or the demerit of an opponent. John M. Peck, 
of Rock Spring, in St. Clair county, published a State Gazetteer, 
a work of considerable labor and well written. John Russell, 
of Bluff Dale, published some fugitive essays and tales in the 
newspapers, which marked him as a man of genius and a fine 
writer ; and Judge James Hall early distinguished himself as a 
scholar and writer. He published at Vandalia, an Illinois 
monthly magazine of high merit ; and an annual called " the 
Western Souvenir," a col]petion of original tales and poetry, 
written principally by himself, evincing such merit as to make 
him distinguished all over the United States, as an author. But 
there was not sufficient patronage in Illinois at that time for the 
pursuits of literature ; so Judge Hall removed to Cincinnati, 

America, completed. Their legislatures hare improved in knowledge, 
public spirit and patriotism, ever since 1840 ; which was about the 
darkest time in public affairs, And when the services of her sons were 
called for in the Mexican war, 8,3*70 of them in a few weeks answered 
the call, though only 3,720 (four r^ments) could be taken. Every 
one of these regiments afterwards distinguisbed themselves for unheard- 
of courage in the severest battles ever fought on this continent. Har- 
din, Bissell, Weatherford, Morrison, Trail, Warren, are proud names as- 
sociated with the glorious victory of Buena Vista. Shields, Baker, 
Harris, Coffey, and others, will be remembered as long as the capture 
of Vera Cruz, or the storming of Cerro Gordo, are remembered. What 
did Kentucky ever do more than this? 
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where he now resides. But before he left Illinois he had ae 
quired a high reputation as a writer. 

The great plenty of money brought here by the work on the 
canal and the railroads, set up a great many merchants all over 
the country in bunneos ; it increased the stocks of goods brought 
to be sold ; created unnatural competition amongat the mer- 
chants to sell ; who were forced to sell on a credit or not at alL 
The people were encouraged to buy on CTcdit, and when their 
debts became due, for want of money to pay them, they gave 
their notes to the merchants with twilvt' per cent, interest, 
which til. reader will observe hereafter was the cause of s-jme 
strange legislation on the collection of debt!', and caused the 
reduction of the rate of intert-st to six per cent. Until the year 
IX\:\. there had been no legal limit to the rate of interest to be 
fixed by itMitrad. But usury had been carried to such an un- 
precedriited degree of cxliTtion and oppreaaioa, as to cause the 
lif;ii(laturo to enact severe usaiy laws, by which all interest 
above twelve per cent, was condemned. It had been no un- 
common thing iH'ibre this, to charge one hundred and one hiw- 
drcd nnil fiAv per cent., and somc<ime< (wo and three hundred 
per cent. But the common rate K-f iniorvst br contract had 
been nlKuit fifty jht cent. 

In the year 1840, the people called Mormoii;< came to tiii^ 
Sinto, and seiiK'il in IIan<-iH-k county, and a> their residence 
anioiiL;'-! us led to a mobocratic spirit, whid rvsuhe^l in their 
cxpul-ioii, it is proper lure to notice other inoidcnbi of this sort, 
in our iirevious history. 

In Is 1(1 oiitl '17, in the towns of the territory, the co«intry 
was overnui with hon«Hhicve- and couniorititera. Tb«\v wer« 
ao nunierouK. and so w»<ll (»mbin<Nl tog«<th<r in many countii-s 
as to »t»t the laws nt ilefiance. Many of tin* sheriflb, justices of 
the I'l'juv, and i.H>ii>talilc«, were of their number; and oven 
•onie of the judge* of llie <\iuMty e^nirts; and they had numer- 
ous tVionds to aid ihcui and »\ nij^thise with them, even 
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amongst those -who were the least suspected. When any of 
them -were arrested, they either escaped from the slight jails of 
those times, or procured some of their gang to be on the jury ; and 
they never lacked witnesses to prove themselves innocent. The 
people- formed themselves into revolutionary tribunals in many 
counties, under the name of "Eegulators ;" and the governor 
and judges of the territory, seeing the impossibility of executing 
the laws in the ordinary way, against an organized banditti, who 
set all law at defiance, winked at and encouraged the proceed- 
ings of the regulators. 

These regulators in number generally constituted about a 
captain's company, to which they gave a military organization, 
by the election of officers. The company generally operated at 
night. When assembled for duty, they marched, armed and 
equipped as if for war, to the residence or lurking-place of a 
rogue, arrested, tried, and punished him by severe whipping 
and banishment from the territory. In this mode most of the 
rogues were expeUed from the country ; and it was the opinion 
of the best men at the time, that in the then divided and dis- 
organized state of society, and the imperfect civilization wluch 
required such proceedings, were not only justifiable, but abso- 
lutely necessary for the existence of government. 

There yet remained, however, for many years afterwards, a 
noted gang of rogues in the counties of Pope and Massac, and 
other counties bordering on the Ohio river. This gang built a 
fort in Pope county, and set the government at open defiance. 
In the year 1831, the honest portion of the people in that re- 
gion assembled under arms in great numbers, and attacked the 
fort with small arms and one piece of artillery. The fort was 
taken by storm, with the loss of one of the regulators and three 
of the rogues kiUed in the assault. The residue of the rogues 
were taken prisoners, tried for their crimes, but I believe were 
never convicted. 

At a later time, a number of rogues who had located them- 
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selves in the county of Edgar, were broken up, whipped, and 
expelled by a company of regulators from the Wabash valley, 
the jirc^-nt Govwnor French being a distinguished member of 
the rcgnl;itf>r8. 

In 1H;{7 a series of nifibs took place in Alton, whidi resulted 
in the destruction of an aU-lition press, and in the death of one 
of the rioters and one of the abolitionistSL This a&ir haa made 
a great noise in the world, and i'- desorrine of a more extoided 
notice. It appears that the Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, of the 
Preshytoriaii chuix^ had attempted to publish an aboliti<n 
paper in St. I>oiii«, but his pr«?ss had there been destroyed by 
a mob, and he himself had been expelled from the city. 

Mr. Lovejoy now determined t<i remove Us establishment 
to .Mton. Tlie prc« for this purpose was landed on Sunday, 
but during that night was thrown into tlw river by the dtiaens. 
There wrts much excitement on the subject, and a public meet- 
ing was called on Alonday evening to be held in the Presby- 
terian church, which was attended by an immense concourse of 
people, 

Mr. Lovejoy first addreasetl the meeting. He said he came 
to Alton to establish a religious newspaper. He was pleased 
with the place, and wished to remain : there most of his sub- 
soriborii resided in Illinois ; and it would best <iiit his purposes 
and thoirs ihit ho should do so. He disliked St. Louia, and he 
dialikctl slavery. I lo r<>(;n-i((Hl that he had met with such a re- 
ception at Alton; he presumed that the people had miscon- 
tM'ivcd his object. Il<> w«.t no abolitionist; he believed the 
nlKiliiionlsls were iiijiirii-!; the colored race; he had repcifedly 
denounced them, and had be«4i hlmwlf deiuninciid by Garrison 
onil others as being in tUvor of slarerv. because he was unwill- 
ing to go Willi ilii' alK>litioui»i.s in fa\-or of all their roeasurMi 
He WHS op[io->-<l to idavory to Ih> sure ; he ha<l o\or been, and 
hopeil ho alwiivs would be opposed to it, and ho >»'iahed to get 
away from the evil of it ^Mlilst at St. Louia, where slavery 
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existed, he felt bound to oppose it. For so doing Ms press had 
been mobbed and himself insulted. He had resolved to come 
to a free State, and he thanked his God that he was now re- 
moved from slavery. He could now publish a religious news- 
paper without meddling with the subject of slavery ; he could 
entertain his opinions ; but being removed from the evil, he 
would have no cause to express them. Indeed, said he, it would 
look like cowardice to flee from .the place where the evil existed, 
and come to a place where it did not exist, to oppose it. 

The people understood this to be a pledge of Mr. Lovejoy, 
that he would not mingle the question of slavery with the dis- 
cussions in his paper ; and upon this condition he was permitted 
to set up the " Alton Observer" without opposition. Time 
rolled on : the paper extended its circulation, but solely as a 
religious paper, heralding the peaceful gospel of the blessed 
God, which is peace on earth and good-will to men. After some 
time, slavery was very moderately referred to, and then de- 
nounced. Soon after, the paper became moderately abolition- 
ist. Next, some of the most respectable citizens were de- 
nounced as being in favor of slavery, and held up to public 
scorn because they dared to speak their opinions of the aboli- 
tionists ; and ultimately, in the course of a year it became 
decidedly an abolition paper of the fiercest sort, and religion 
was pressed into its service as a mere incident. and auxiliary to 
the main cause of abolitionism. 

The mob spirit of Alton became aroused. The people 
thought that they had nurtured a viper to bite them and destroy 
their peace. The pledge of Mr. Lovejoy was remembered. 
He was urged by his friends to desist from his course, but no 
consideration could shake his inflexible resolution. He only 
became more violent, and his denunciations more personal. A 
public meeting was called to induce him, by peaceable means 
if possible, to return to his original pledge. A committee was 
appointed to wait on him, and call his attention to his original 
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promiaM. ITe denied nuVing «idi promises, and contended for 
ttM fircodom of the pnm, and kia right to unbounded liberty as 
one of its coadoctora. He read to the committee a long bomilj 
on mobs ; and appeared to think that the action of a mob, hj 
creating sympathy for him, would 8|n«ad his renown, and im- 
mortalize his labors. The pontire denial of a niinistcr of the 
gmpel <<( what hundreds had hcarl him declare, increased the 
rage of the people, which wa.< blown into a consuming fury by 
a lottt r which appeared in the " Plain De*ler," in which the 
leading men of Alton were doiounced l>i>cau$e they did not 
throw themselves mto the breach, and protec; Mr. Loveji>v at 
tho rink of their lives in ooodocting a pnnss employed to vilify 
tlu'in-u'lvrs, and t>> suppcnt a cause which they beUeved to be 
fnugfat with injury to all concerned. Ute people assembled 
and quit'tly t.-ik the prcas and types and threw them into the 
.Mk«is-sip|ii. It now l>ecaroe maiuie'-! to all rational men that 
tho " .\lti>n Obaerre*" could i. • longer be puhli>li<-d in Alton 
as an aliolitinn paper. The more rea s ona bl e of the atK>liti"riNt.< 
themselves thought it would be useh-s-i to try it agaiiL IIow- 
fviT, u few of them, who were nio«t violent, seemed to think 
Ihiit tho salvaiifM of the black race d^Moded upon continuing 
the poblii-.'ition .It Alton. They called « pri^-ate meeting to 
»N.iisiilt, into which were aJmitted Mi-«>r Otodfrey and Oilman, 
and the Kov. Mr. Hogan. who wer»> not abolitionists. All ex- 
prvaacd their o[<iiii.m>i. S.>me were (or re-<<stabli!ihing the press, 
and Huylaiiiin^ it at all haaards. Others thought it would be 
madnoM l«> make the attempt. and they Klievivl that the efforts 
already made had come near destroying the reli^i>Hi'' feeling 
of the ooinmuniiy, and breaking up the peace and harmony of 
the ehureh««. Mr. I^'vejov complained tlwt Mr. tltnltWy, who 
wan a leading Pnv-1'ytorian, and the iJev. Mr. Hogan. had de- 
elnnnl that if tin- '• » )l«H>r\ or" wore again established they could 
do nothing to protect it frxnu tho mob ; but he forgot to state 
Umt tlie-te gentlenu>n could not recognise .is the cause oi" ln>d 
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that which had done so much evil. They had seen the effect 
of abolitionism in the slave States, where, instead of breaking 
the fetters of the slave, it had increased their strength and se- 
verity. They conscientiously believed that abolitionism was 
wrong — they could not risk their lives in its defence. 

The majority, however, determined to re-establish the " Ob- 
server" as an abolition paper ; and as preparatory thereto, they 
put out a call for a convention, to be held in Upper Alton, on 
the 26th of October, 1837, of jail such persons in Illinois as 
were opposed to slavery, and in favor of free discussion. The 
convention assembled ; and although the call was for all per- 
sons opposed to slavery, yet an attempt was made to exclude 
all who would not avow themselves to be abolitionists, all 
others being set down as opposed to free discussion. The 
trustees of the Presbyterian church would not allow it to as- 
semble in their place of worship, unless all were allowed to 
come who were opposed to slavery. This was finally acceded 
to, and many such took seats in the convention. A committee 
was appointed to prepare business, and in the afternoon the 
Rev. Mr. Beecher, then President of Illinois College, was to 
preach a sermon before the convention. The committee of two 
abolitionists and one opposed to them, made a majority and 
minority report, and President Beecher held forth in a violent 
harangue against slavery. Mr. Beecher was a man of great 
learning and decided talents ; but he belonged to the class of 
reformers who disregard aU considerations of policy and expe- 
diency. He believed slavery to be a sin and a great evil, and 
his indignant and impatient soul could not await God's own 
good time to overthrow it, by acts of his providence working 
continual change and revolution in the afiairs of men. He con- 
tended that slavery was wrong, sinfully and morally wrong, 
and ought not to be borne with an instant. No Constitution 
could protect it. If the Constitution sanctioned iniquity, the 
Constitution was wrong in the sight of God, and could not be 
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binding opon the people of this country. ¥cr faia pert, he did 
not atnotkn the Cootlitntioii. It was not binding on him ; and 
vhiJat it tolented ■laroy it oould not be. S<>voral oilier 
•peeche* of • like njUore were made on the same side, which 
were anawered bj Usher F. Linder, the Attorney General and 
by the Rer. Mr. Ilogan. 

llie next day an abolition society was secretly formed at Ae 
bouse or the Krr. Mr. Huribut, in I'pp^ Alton, belieyed to be 
the first eTer formed in Dlinoiac Mr. Beecber was appointed to 
preach in the Upper Alton Presbyterian church on the foUowi]i<: 
Sunday. Here his lectures against sUrery were continued un- 
til Uondar evening. No outbreak had taken jdaoe, and Tppo^ 
Alton was looked upon as conquered. Tliis enooonged a sim- 
ilar ilTort in the main city on the bank oi the rirer. AiX^rvl- 
ingly, it wa.1 announced that on IWaday Mr. Beecher would 
deliver the tame lectures in Lower Alton which he had deliv- 
ered in the upper town. On this day am^thcr abolition pness 
was expccUtl to arrive in a i'tr'ambuat. The alx>litJoiii.«ts an- 
nounced that they were organised with a company of forty 
men, armed witJi muakcla, fully determined and prepared to 
defend it at cvrrv haiard. llio people, in a high state of ex- 
citement, flocked to the river in gtt«t numbers. The steamboat 
came, but no prcea was on board. Tbo evening approached. 
Mr. BviK-hor was to deliver lii- addrx>s». The sKiliti<.>iii$t$ as- 
sembled at the church under nrins. Armed to the teeth with 
muaketa and other deadly WMpons, tlnv werv s«vji wending 
tliiir way lo the house of God ; and at the do»e of the s.-rvirt\ 
as the people rvtunied to their hoiiu-t. the nnnoili^ht was re- 
flected ftxMn the swords and g\m» of fitVeen momWrs of the 
chun^h, ►i;iii><iu><l in iho vo>nl>\ilo. Such w.-is rt-liiiion, when 
made the iiu-rf allv and auxilinry of" Suiaticiviii. Tliis waj* t*K> 
much. M<"" ctxilil not endure mioIi m\ luiiniiH', I do notapolo- 
giie for moba, all i>rwliifii 1 w..iil,l crutih lort>vt-r, in ovorv part 
of thia ft«e country. But no language can be loaded with su^ 



HISTORY OP ILLINOIS. 239 

ficient severity for the fanatical leaders who, by their violence, 
by their utter disregard of honest prejudices, drove a peaceful 
community to a temporary insanity, and to the commission of 
enormous crimes. 

On Wednesday was to be observed that peculiar calm ■which 
indicates an approaching storm. The sayings and doings of 
Tuesday were talked over. Many who before had taken no 
part, were now active on the side of the mob. Indignation 
blazed on every iace. As no outbreak had yet occurred, the 
abolitionists believed that they had triumphed. In a secret 
meeting, they determined to re-establish the press at the point 
of the bayonet. The people could not bear such threatenings, 
and now the waves of excitement rolled to the height of moun- 
tains. The Rev. Mr. Hogan, in taking the side he did, re- 
tained considerable power with the populace. He was appealed 
to, to allay the threatening storm. He called twenty or thirty 
of the most moderate on each side, to a meeting at his counting- 
house. One party seenied willing to compromise matters, 
and bring about an adjustment, Mr. Beecher, at the head 
of the other, was imwilling to make the slightest conces- 
sion. He contended for aU their abstract rights, and demanded 
all the guarantees of the government, and the Constitution, at 
the same time that he and his friends were contending for their 
right to trample upon both. He invoked the Constitution for 
his protection. He wanted others to be bound by it, whilst 
he refused to rendei it obedience himself. He insisted that 
all that he claimed should be awarded, to the slightest particu- 
lar. He would retract nothing, compromise nothing, and no 
consideration could induce him to accede to other terms. In 
all this Mr. Beecher displayed that heroic obstinacy, which, 
when accompanied by good sense and powerful talents, and 
working with the natural current of events, has overthrown gov- 
ernments and systems, and revolutionized the moral and almost 
the physical world. But here it was exerted in a cause which 
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wM not mooeod, at least at that time. This meeting was 
about ii> adjourn, when it was proposed and resolved to appoint 
• aommjltee to derise and npatt some means of adjintment 
to a meeting to be held neit day at 3 o'clock. 

TV oommiUee met, and it was stated to be impossible, after 
what had truiq>ired, for Mr. Lovcjor to oontimie his paper. A 
rMolntioa was passed propoaiug anj other editor, and for Mr. 
LoTejojr to seek some other field of labor, wfaidi was reported 
to the meeting ncit daj. It is beliered that Lorejor himself 
would hare acoednl to this arrangement, but not so with Mr. 
Beechcr and his other friends^ Pride and obstinacr were both 
•roosod to demand a trium|^ in which principle was less eon- 
aidercd llian victory. Had tbej made the leart coocessioa, the 
scene which followed, muhing in the death of two human be- 
ing^ would probably never haTe taken place. IV hour of twT> 
having arrived, tba people assembled in the courtJioose, and the 
OommittiHs by their chairman, made their report, txie eakolatad 
to still the troubled elemenfei. Mr. Linder made sonio remarks 
calculated to restore peace, and prepared the large meeting then 
aasembled to calmly consider the exceedingly vTioiis matters 
then before them. 

Mr. Lovcjoy now arow, and commcnvd his speech, which 
was very mild and affecting, in which he deprecated the action 
of the nuH>ting and the rq>ort of the committett. He said he 
had thought of leaving Alton and cviing elsewhere, but a voic« 
nunc to him flvMn the east, urging him to remain : here he would 
nlav . ho could not leave his post, without Uung imrsiuHl by the 
Spirit of <"»! to his desiructiiw. The people might mob him, 
or do anything they plea«xl ; ho could not, and he would not 
be dri\ <>« away ; he would live there, ami die tbere. The Spirit 
of God urged him to contend for his righta, and for a holy cause. 
He denied that he had ever ^iven any fdedgea, and called on 
Mr. Hogan to suatain him in this denial. He lu vor had vieKi- 
ed his rights (he had foigoitvn hia flight from St. Louis), be 
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never would yield them, and he would die contending for 
them. 

Mr. Lovejoy closed his remarks in a state of great excite- 
ment, and the meeting was quite in an uproar, when Mr. Hogan 
rose, and endeavored to throw some oil on the troubled waters. 
He said that the meeting had been convened, not to consider 
each man's abstract rights, but to inquire iijto the doctrine of 
expediency, and how far we could relinquish the plea of right 
for the sake of peace. The great apostle had said, All things 
are lawful for me ; but all things are not expedient. If Paul 
yielded to the law of expediency, would it be wrong for them, 
for Mr. Lovejoy also, following his example 1 The Spirit of 
God did not pursue Paul to his destruction for thus acting ; but, 
on the contrary, had commended his course. Paul had never 
taken up arms to propagate the religion of his master, nor to 
defend himself against the attacks of his enemies. The people 
of Damascus were opposed to Paul, but did he argue with the 
populace the question of his legal rights ? Did he tell them 
that he was a Eoman citizen, and would do and say what he 
pleased ? Did he say, I am a minister of Christ, and must not 
leave the work of my master, to flee before the face of a mob 1 
No ; he quietly let himself down in a basket, outside of the 
wall, and departed for another field of labor. And God com- 
mended and blessed him for his wisdom and humility. Mr. 
Hogan expressed himself strongly in favor of peace, and hoped 
all present would yield something of their determinations to se- 
cure it. 

The Rev. Mr. Graves next addressed the meeting. He wished 
• to allude to the pledge of Mr. Lovejoy, so much spoken of Mr. 
Lovejoy had never given such a pledge ; he could not give it, 
and he appealed to Mr. Hogan to bear him out in the assertion. 
He commended Mr. Lovejoy for his firmness ; he could make 
no compromise ; it was in vain to propose one. 
I Mr. Hogan then repeated what Lovejoy had said at the first 

11 



242 HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 

meeting. Mr. Graves admitted that Lovejoy had made snch 
t-tat.vii.iitx, but they were not binding. Mr. Lovejoy was not 
an n1x)litionist at the time, nor was he himself one thea. Since 
that time, God had opened their eyes to ^e^• the great wicked- 
ness of slarery. "nwy now felt it a doty to oppose it. If they 
had given such a pledge, they had sinned against God, and ought 
to repent of it and forsake it. Their decision was unalterably 
made ; they might die, but they could n. .t compromise the per- 
formance of duty. 

By snch specious argumcntai, many good men frequently de- 
lude themaelTCs. Tlieae men had worked themselTes np to a 
iiiK-'t heroical resolution, and indeed a generous mind finds much 
to admire in their inflexible obstinacy. It was the sdCaKrifidng 
spirit of the martyr and the patriot ; and although we may i]i:<- 
agreo with them, we cannot withhold our admiration from men 
who an nobly wrong, whilst we despise him who i> meanly 
right 

The abolition proas was expected to arrive next day aAer this 
meeting, but it did not come. An outbn-ak was now confident- 
ly looked for ; all business wa.« suspoult-.! : notbittg w.<is talked 
of among the populace Imt the eflbrts of the a!i>liti.>nists. Tlii-s.' 
last armed thcnisi-lvca, formed :i mtUtwy company, and elected 
their of!icers ; and they mounted guard every ni^t, in expecta- 
tion of the arrival of the boat from below with the &ta] press. 
ITiis great matter i>fdiacortl arrive*! on the next M on. lay niijlit, 
imd wax retudvetl on TNiesilsy morning to the stone warehouse 
of (i.Hirr.'\ Oilman ik l\i., where its irun.ls were assembled 
with arms to guanl it, l>n Tuesday every one knew of iis 
arri>-nl, and the cititena were goaded on to n>a.iiu-<s by the 
taunts and tlirvats of tho atioliti.inista. They were told that 
th.'v dare ii»t touch the preaa, that powder and lead wen? not 
nuTe playthings, that tho nliolitionists were now omuniicd by 
niithorily, and wen- sup|>li(Hl with thirty rounds of earfri<lj^>s. 
aiul that tho mob should IWI their \ irtne. Thcae thr«atenings 
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were doubtless made against the wishes of the leaders, hut they 
served powerfully to augment the spirit of rebellion. 

Towards evening, the excitement in the city had reached a 
pitch which made it evident to all that a violent struggle was 
soon to come, and blood be shed. The press was in the ware- 
house ; the abolitionists, and some others who were not aboli- 
tionists, were assembled with powder and ball to defend it unto 
death. Between nine and ten o'clock on Tuesday night, a mob 
assembled in front of the warehouse, and demanded the press 
to be given up to them. The night was clear and beautiful, the 
moon not quite risen, but so clear and bright was the sky, that 
both parties were distinctly visible during the parley. All crea- 
tion seemed to smUe, and everything seemed divine but man, 
who that beautifiil night was converted by his raging and surg- 
ing passions into a demon of obstinacy on the one side, andof 
destruction on the other. The assailed party returned for an- 
swer, that they were well provided with arms and ammunition, 
and, would defend the press to the last extremity. The house 
was then assailed with a shower of stones, *id the mob endeav- 
ored to carry it by storm. Some one Lq the building fired from 
the second story. This shot was fatal to a young man by the 
name of Bishop, producing almost instant death. Some of those 
in the house afterwards stated, that this first shot was fired by 
Lovejoy. Be this, however, as it may, the result was terrible ; 
for, as the populace bore the young man away, loud and bitter 
were their imprecations, and the death of all in the house was 
boldly threatened by the mob. 

Some went to the magazine for powder, to blow up the build- 
ing ; others procured ladders to set the roof on fire ; but by far 
the greater number retired to the neighboring grog-shops, to re- 
enforce their courage ; and then returned to the assault, with 
their hot blood made hotter still, by the power of intoxication. 
The bells of the city were loudly rung, and horns were blown, 
to" assemble yet a greater multitude. Armed men everywhere 
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came rushiug to the scene of action. Some were urging on the 
mob, and others sought to allaj the bimult. 

The ladders were placed on the vacant space, on the aootlMni 
side of the building ; one man mounted with a torch to fire the 
roof. There were no windows on this side, from which the 
party within oould fire at him as he asoi'nded. At this time 
Mr. Lovejoy came, from the door fronting the river, around the 
comer of the building, and fired at the crowd. His ^h«>t did 
not take eflect, and he instantly retreated into the building, where 
he urged his companions on t<> an attack, and upbraided them 
for their cowardice in refusing. A young man by the name of 
Wo.st, seeing the building on fire, asrtndcd the ladder with a 
bucket of water, and cxiinguidied the flames. Whilst he was 
BO engaged, ^(r. Lovejoy again made his appearance from the 
same place, again fired without cfle<<t, and ri<tumed to the build- 
ing. Meanwhile, several guns were fired by the mob and sev- 
eral \'\ the party in the bouse through the windows, but all 
without cflix-t on either ^ido. 

The mob still invireased. The ferocity grew upon it in pro- 
portion to the iiu-rt>ase of iis numbers and strength. Another 
attempt was made to tire the house, when Mr. Lovejov and 
one of his companions made their appearance from the same 
di-Kir. The fonuer shots fK>in th.nt qu.-u-ter, had drawn attentian 
to tills door, and when the figwn-s of two men were seen to 
emerge from it, one of them to raise his gun to firo again, thor 
were furod ujwrn h\ tin* mob with &tal precisi<«i ; one of them 
being wounded in the Uy, and the olht^r, the Kev. Mr. Lovejov, 
niortally ; having only time lo exclaim, "M\ tnid ! 1 am shot !" 
l>efor»< he expirxM. With the fiill of the chief or maimer spirit, 
the Hiiikiiig courage of \m partv siH.<nuxl utterly to die away. 
A gi<iier»l firing was now kept up bv the mob ; the roof of the 
building was in flaiiuv*, and the party within set-nuHl to exjxvt 
nothing U'.-w than utter destruction. In tliis ejttn,>mity tlK\v 
wore Induced to surrender the obnoxious prtss. They were 
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permitted to make a hurried escape down the river bank, their 
retreat being accelerated by ^several guns fired over their heads. 
The press was again thrown into the river. , 

After the violence of feeling had somewhat subsided, both 
parties were indicted for their crimes arisitigo'u.i of thesfe trans- 
actions, and all were acquitted ; ma^ag^t: a'fflatter of record, 
that in fact the abolitionists had not prbv^ked'an assault ; that 
there had been no mob ; and that no one had been killed or 
wounded. "•'"^ - 

Previous to the year 1840, other mobs were rife iti the north- 
em part of the State. The people there had settled without 
title, upon the public lands of the United States, which were 
then neither surveyed nor in market, and they had made valu- 
able improvements on these lands, by building nulls worth ten 
thousand dollars, opening farms, frequently of four or five hun- 
dred acres, and whole villages of six or eight hundred inhab- 
itants, were built on them. By a conventional law of each 
neighborhood, the settlers were all pledged to protect each other 
in the amount of their respective claims. But there were 
mean men, who disregarded these conventional arrangements. 
Such as these belonged to that very honest fraternity, who 
profess to regulate all their dealings by the law of the land. 
Such men had but little regard for public opinion or abstract 
right; and their consciences did not restrain them from "jump- 
ing" a neighbor's claim, if they could be sustained by law and 
protected against force. It soon became apparent to every 
one, that actual force was the only protection for this descrip- 
tion of property. _ And although the most of the settlers were 
from the eastern States ; from the land of steady habits, where 
mobs are regularly hated and denounced, and all unlawfiil fight- 
ing held in abhorrence ; yet seeing themselves left without le- 
gal protection, and subject to the depredations of the dishonor- 
able and unscrupulous, they resolved to protect themselves 
with force. Many were Tie riots and mobs in every county, 
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arimng from tliiB stole of things. Every neighborhood was tag. 
naliW by some brawl of the kind. Tlie old peaceful, staid, 
puritan Yankee, walked into a fight in defence of his daim, or 
that of his neighbor, just as if he had received a regular back- 
woods educaUon in the oldi n time*. It was curious to witness 
this change of charact«(' with the change of poation, in emerg- 
ing from a govemmoot of strict Uw to one of comparative an- 
archy. The readiness with whit* our puritan population from 
the East adopted the mobocraUc spirit, is evidence tliai men are 
the same cverywhorv- under tl- ^une drcumstaacea. That 
which any man wiU do, depends more upwa Wa poaliwj upon 
the laws and govimnicnt, and upon tho administration of the 
lawa, than to mental or phymcal constitution, or aiiv peculiar 
trait of character or previous traiiiins. 

Then again the northern part i-f the ^tat. was not destitute 
of its organiied bonds of rogues, en^rsgeJ in murders, robbnies, 
inrx-st.alint:. and in making and ja>«ing counterC it money. 
Thtsee r.>i;uc^ were scattered all oxer the north ; but the mo* 
of them were located in the counties of Osjlc, Winnebago, L#e, 
and I >>• Kalb. In the county of < »s;lo. they wi-re so numerous, 
strong, and well-orgaiuaed, that the.> could lu't bo «Hivic4ed fi>r 
thoir crimes. By pi-ttiiig siome of their nimiWrs on the jariea, 
by producing hosts of wit]i'->..ieB to suiUaiu their doiience by per- 
jured evidence, and by ohangini: the vmiuo (Vom one county to 
another, and by continuances from tortn to term, and by the 
inability of witnotsea to aileiul from time to time at a disi.-wt 
and foreign wmuv thoy miv-t gpncr.i!l\ ntanagcd to W acquit> 
tod. At the s(>ring term, I Ml. wvon of them wer» confined 
in the t>j;U' ixmiity jail for trial. The judge and the lawyers 
li.'t.l nMCinblctl at the little village of t>r<'^on, pn<i>aralory to 
hoKliitg the ctmrt. llie county had just rtunplotiHl a n.w cvurt- 
li.nisr, in wliioh «>urt «i»« t«> Ihj hoKl (or the firrt time the nost 
tiny. The jail stinnt near it, in which were tho pri*.Miors. The 
rogUM aasciuMtHl in tho night, and a»t tho court-house on fin. 



HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 247 

in the hope that as the prisoners would have to be removed 
from the jail, they might in the hurry and confusion of the peo- 
ple in attending to the fire, make their escape. The whole pop- 
ulation were awakened at a late hour of a dark and stormy 
night, to see the lurid flames bursting from the roof and win- 
dows of their newly-erected temple of justice. The building 
was entirely consumed, but none of the prisoners escaped. 

This produced a great excitement in the country, three of the 
prisoners were tried, convicted, and sent to the penitentiary for 
a year. But they managed to get one of their confederates on 
the jury, who refused to agree to a verdict, until the eleven 
others had threatened to lynch him in the jury room. The 
other prisoners obtained changes of venue, and were never con- 
victed. They all broke out of jail and made their escape. The 
honest and substantial portion of the people were now deter- 
mined to take the law into their own hands ; they were deter- 
mined that delays, insufficient jails, changes of venue, hung 
juries, and perjured evidence, should no longer screen the 
rogue from punishment. And here it is to be remarked that 
the new coimties, such as Ogle, were so poor in revenue, and 
so much in debt, their orders at so great a discount, that they 
were not able to build good jails ; and the other counties which 
had them, refused to receive prisoners from the new counties, 
unless the cost of their keeping were paid in advance. The 
people formed themselves into regulating companies, botii in 
Ogle and Winnebago counties, and proceeding in a summary 
way, they whipped some of the most notorious rogues, and 
ordered others into banishment. Amongst those who had been 
ordered away, were the family of the DriscoUs, — the old man 
and several of his sons. The old man and some of his sons had 
been in the Ohio penitentiary, and made their escape from it. 
The old man was a stout, well-built, hardened, deliberate man, 
and his sons had more than common boldness in the commis- 
sion of crime. This family were determined not to be driven 
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away, and to this end they and several of th«r confederates 
held a private meeting, in which they resolved to strike terror 
into the r^ulatora, by threatening death to aU the leadii^ men 
in their ranks, and by assassinating their captain. Some of the 
Driscolls went to the house of Oapt Campbell, who was a cap- 
fain of the regulators, just after dark, of a Sunday evening, just 
as the fiunily had returned from churdi, and pretending to be 
strangers inquiring their way, they calli-'l Capt. Campbell out 
into his door-yard, and there deliberately ^bl<t him dead in dte 
presence of his wife and children. Before day next morning, 
the news • >f the murder had run over the country like lightning. 
The people tarly assembled at the bouse <'f the murdered man, 
■ in White Rock Grove, in great numbers ; and there sivLng the 
dead victim of this secret aa.-v.i.>i-iiiaJioa, hi< )>l<Kid yet fWssh upon 
the ground, his wife and childrrn in frantic agony, they were 
throw II into a wild uproar of excitement and fr&ay, somewhat 
like that which seizes upon a herd of cattle, upon seeing and 
scenting the blood of a >laughtorod bullock. They spread out 
all over the coiuitr\-, in search of the murviorors. The actual 
murderers who had done tlu> doo<.l had cscjij-wdi, but they seiied 
upon the old man DrisooII, and the {xx-tple of Winnebago coun- 
ty, coming dovrii next day nltorwarxls, had suaed upon two of 
his sons. T\e prisoners wen^ taken to Washington Grove, in 
Ogle county, for trial. The old nian and one of his sons were 
CKUvioiiHl as being acccs>orit!S to the murder, and the other was 
acquitted. The trial ooeiipied nearly a whole day before the 
wliole band of reguliitors, composed of bXmmX three hundred 
men, many of thorn iK-iivj; inagistrativs aiid some of them min- 
ivers of the R»*1H<1 ; and is de«i -rilHHl iii> haviKs; Ixh« MMiducted 
\Wth much solemnity and seriouancsaL Hie condemned woru 
•entonood to Ih> shot within an hrnir; a muiister of the g<xspt»l 
who was present, prayed with them ami admiui$t(>red to them 
the consolations of religion ; and then thiv wert> l>nni>;ht out 
for execution. They were placiHl li\ a kneeling position, vrith 
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bandages over their eyes, and were fired upon by the whole 
company present, that there might be none who could be legal 
witnesses of the bloody deed. About one hundred of these 
men were afterwards tried for murder and acquitted. These 
terrible measures put an end to the ascendancy of rogues in 
Ogle county. 

There can be no doubt but that the mobocratic spirit origin- 
ates in two causes. First, the laws fail to provide remedies for 
great evils. The administration of the laws, owing to the checks 
and balances in the Constitution, intended for the protection 
of innocence and liberty against arbitrary power, is necessarily 
slow and uncertain. In framing our governments, it seemed to 
be the great object of our ancestors to secure the public lib- 
erty by depriving government of power. Attacks upon liberty 
were not anticipated from any considerable portion of the peo- 
ple themselves. It was not expected that one portion of the 
people would attempt to play the tyrant over another. And 
if such a thing had been thought of, the only mode of putting 
it down was to call out the militia, who are, nines times out of 
ten, partisans on one side or the other in the contest. The 
militia may be relied upon to do battle in a popular service, 
but if mobs are raised to drive out horse thieves, to put 
down claim-jumpers, to destroy an abolition press, or to expel 
an odious sect, the militia cannot be brought to act against 
them efficiently. The people cannot be used to put down 
the people. The day may unfortunately come, when the States, 
as well as the nation, will be compelled to keep up a regular 
force. 

In fact,^ the principal strength of government in free coun- 
tries is, that the mass of the people do not need government 
at all. Each man governs himself, and, if need be, assists to 
govern his neighbor. Keligious principles and feelings incline 
to justice. Industry inclines to peace. Early training begets 
submission to parents, and then to the magistrates and laws ; 

11* 
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making government quite poaable, without much authority ia 
the magistrate. With the assistance of the well-affected, hon- 
est citizens, who are supposed to make a large majority of the 
people, the magistrate is able to bring to punishment the 
lesser sort of rogues, who belong to no great combination, and 
sometimes succeeds in breaking up the strongest combinations. 
But if an association of bankers, of public oflioers who are 
charged with public a£birs to disburse money, swindle the 
public, or if a number of rogue< as^-viatc to depredate upon 
the community, wo arc apt t'> find the old Athenian definition 
of law still to be true, " that law is a cobweb to catch the 
small flii-s, but the great ■lu-ji break through iL" Hie true 
reason why the great oflenders and oombiuationa <^ criminals so 
frequently go unpunidied is, that they are too stri'ng f^ir the 
ordinary machinery of government, single handed, withuut a 
vigorous sup|xirt of that government !> tbe <'r.ler!_v and well- 
disposed, llie government i< too frequently left without this 
support. The peaceable and orderly many arc so enpkiid in 
Bopamte and selfish, but lawful pi\>jix>t« of their own, tlut it is 
hard to get them t<< take part in putting down the di orderly 
few, except when the di>onlors bcowiie intolerable and in>uffer- 
ablc ; and then the jKiwer of the many is exemsed, as the 
limbs of the hotly nrt> exercised in a sj^iasm, which waits for 
iioitiuT law nor government. 

The second cause of mobs is. that men engaged in unpopular 
priiject.i expect more protection from the laws tluui the laws 
are :ilile to funiish in the fiice of a (Hipular eAeiienJcut. TWy 
n>nd in the ('oiistitiiiioii ilie jjiuiranty . f their rijrhts, and they 
iiinict upon tlie enjoy nuiit of lh»"se rights to the' fullest extent, 
no matter wlwt may Ik* the extent of popular op|<osit ion ainun->t 
them. In such a ease, it n».i\ happen that th© whole people 
may 1h> oh one siile. and morvly the public officers on the other. 
The public oflKvrs are apiN^ilod to ti>r prutectian, when it is 
apparent that, being aoparatod tiMin the strtsngth of the inwplc, 
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they form the mere dead skeleton of a govermnent. The 
men fengaged in projects which may be odious to the people, 
call upon government for that protection which it cannot give. 
For if government cannot suppress an unpopular hand of horse 
thieves, associated to commit crime, how is it to suppress a 
popular combination which has the people on its side 1 I am 
willing enough to acknowledge that all this is wrong, but how 
is the evil to be avoided ? The Alton mob was provoked by 
the abolitionists. They read in the Constitution that they had 
a right to print and publish whatever they pleased, being re- 
sponsible to the laws for the abuse of that right ; and they 
planted themselves here as firmly as if government was omni- 
potent, or as if they intended, by way of experiment, to test 
the power of government to put down the people, on whom 
alone it rests for support. The same may be said of the Mor- 
mons. Scattered through the country, they might have lived in 
peace, like other religious sects, but they insisted upon their 
right to congregate in one great city. The people were de- 
termined that they should not exercise this right ; and it will 
be seen in the sequel of this history, that in their case, as in 
every other where large bodies of the people are associated to 
accomplish with force an unlawful but popular object, the gov- 
ernment is powerless against such combinations. This brings 
us to treat of the Mormons. 

The people called Mormons, but who call themselves " the 
Qiurch of Jesus Christ of latter day saints," began to figure in 
the politics of this State in 1840. They were a religious sect, 
the followers of a man familiarly called " Joe Smith," who was 
claimed by them to be a prophet. This man was born at Sha- 
ron, Windsor County, Vermont, on the 23d of December, 1805. 
His parents were in humble circumstances, and gave their son 
but an indifferent education. When he first began to act the 
prophet, he was ignorant of almost everything which belonged 
to science ; but he made up in natural cunning and in power of 
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inTention and oonstructivenesa, for many defidencies of edno- 
tion. When he was ten years old, his parents removed to 
Palmjra, Waj-ne County, New York. Here, his extreme 
youth was spent in an idle, vagabood life, roaming the woods, 
dreaming of buried treasures, and exerting hinisi-lf to leam the 
art of finding them, by the twisting of a forked stick in his 
hands, or by looking throogh enchanted stones. He, and his 
&ther before him, were what are c«Ued " water witches," al- 
ways ready to point out the ground where wells might be dug 
and water found, and many arc the anecdotes >-f his eariy life, 
giving l.rii.'lit promise of fiiture profligacy. Such was Joe 
Smith when he was (bund by S^.lney Kigdoo, who was a man 
of considerable talents and information. Rigdon had become 
possessed of a religious romance, written by a Presbyterian 
cliTgynian in OW\>\ then dead, wbidi sui5:^'*t<?d to him the idea 
of starting a new religion. It va$ a^rreed that Joo Smith 
should )»' put forward a> a prophet: and the two devised ft 
story that golden plates had been found, buried in the earth, 
in the neighborhood of Palmyra, containing a record in^i«^■ri)K<d 
on thrin, in unknown characters, which, when decyphered by 
the powiT of inspiration, gave the history of the ten lost triKvs 
of Israel, in their wanderings through Asia into America, where 
tlu'v liad settled and ftouri>]usl, and where, in due time, Christ 
caiiio and preached his go«pe] to them, appointed his twelve 
apostles, and was cruclfit'vl bore, nearly in the same manner in 
which he was cruoified in Jeru>aIotn. "Die reix^rd then pre- 
tended to give the history of the .\nierican Christiana, for a few 
hundred vi-ara, until the great wiekeilncss of the people called 
down the jiidgntents of God upon them, which tt >ulted in their 
('\t><rnunaUon. Sv>ver«l nations and |x>opk\ (Vom the Isthmus 
of Paricn to the ostreniiiio of N.^rth America, were arrayed 
i^rniuNt enoli otluT in war. At la.it tlio i;n>Ht Ivittlo of Cumorah 
was Rmnht in Palmyra, N> « York, betwix<n the Ijmiauitoa, who 
won) the hvAthou of this continent, and the Nephitos, who wore 
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the Cihristians, in which battle there was a prodigious slaughter 
— ^hundreds of thousands being killed on each side. The na- 
tion of the Nephites was destroyed, except a few who had de- 
serted, and a few who had escaped into the south country. 
Among this number were ]yiormon and his son Moroni, who 
•were righteous men, and who, as was said, were directed by the 
Almighty to make a record of all these solemn and important 
events on plates of gold, and bury them in the earth, to be dis- 
covered in a future age, fourteen centuries afterwards. It is 
needless to add, that the pretended translation of the hierog- 
lyphics said to be inscribed on these pretended plates, was no 
more nor less than the religious romance already spoken of, 
but which now appeared as the book of Mormon. 

The prophet in after-life pretended that at an early age he 
became much concerned about the salvation of his soul.' He 
went to the religious meetings of many sects to seek informa- 
tion of the way to heaven ; and was everywhere told, " this is 
the way, walk ye in it." He reflected upon the multitude of 
doctrines and sects, and it occurred to him that God could be 
the author of but one doctrine, and own but one church ; he 
looked amongst all the sects to see which was this one true 
church of Christ, but he could not decide ; and until he became 
satisfied, he could not be contented. His anxious desires lead 
him diligently to search the scriptures, and he perused the 
sacred pages, believing the things that he read. He now saw 
that the true way was to enquire of God, and then there was a 
certainty of success. He therefore retired to a secret place in 
a grove near his father's house, and kneeling down, began to 
call upon the Lord ; darkness gaye way, and hp prayed with 
fejrveney of spirit. Whilst he continued praying the light ap- 
peared to be gradually descending towards him ; and as it drew 
nearer it increased in brightness and magnitude, so that by the 
time it reached the tops of the trees, the whole wilderness for 
quite a distance around, was illuminated in a glorious and bril- 
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liant manner. ITc expected the leaves of the trees to be con- 
sumed, but seeing no such effect of the light, he was encouraged 
with the hope to endure its presence. It descended ?lowlj- 
until he woa enveloped in the inil-t of it. Immediately he was 
cau;;l)t away in a heavenly virion, and saw tw.. glorious person- 
ages alike in their features; and be was now inf<Mined that \u\ 
sins were forgiven. Here Ik- learned that none of the churches 
then in being, was flic church of God ; and rt-ccivi-d a promise 
at some future time of the fulnciw- of the (^tisjt-l, and a knowl- 
edge of the true doctrine. After tlU. bcini' still young, he was 
entangled in the vanities of the world, of whidi be sincerely and 
truly repented. 

< )ii till' 23d of September, IXi^. God agam beard his prayers. 
His mind had been drawn out in fervent prayer for his accept- 
ance with Gud ; lund fi>r a knowleilge of the doctri-> > of Christ, 
accorduig to pruniiM\ in the former viii^ion. WhUe be was thus 
jx'iirlng out hi^ desires, on a sudden a light burst into the room 
lik>> the li^ht uf day, but pun?r and morr- iriorious in appearance 
and brightneas; the firsi sight of it was, as though the house 
lud Ihi'Ii filled with consuming fire ; this occasioned a >h' 'ok 
)i-lt to the extremities of his IkhIv : and then wn.- followt>d by 
calmneits of mind and KVttrwbehning rapture x.A' joy, wbcii in a 
moment a p»>rsonage !«t»>od before him, wb". nolArithstandin^ 
the light ikH'iued to be surrounded b_\ an additional ulor}-, which 
shone with incn>ased brilliaiicv. This iHr>i<Mi.i^i« was abtivo the 
ordinary aise of men, hia raimout was ptTi'>x-tIy white, and had 
the appcAranco of being without scam. This clorious b« iiu; de- 
clared himself to bo an luitrel sent to anuomioe the i">n:ivene^-i 
of his aina, and to answer his prayers by brii^ng the glad 
tilling*, tJuit the eoxenant of t«od with .wciont luraol coticemiiij; 
|)Ostcrily, was at last alniut to Ik- fultillod ; that pr. |>aration i" -r 
the KWMud t>>ii\ing ol" t"hri-.i, was s}KH-«lil\ to ci>mnu>nc* ; thsi' 
the riiluoM of the liosivl was about to be prx<arhcd in ih>;hv 
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unto all nations, that a people might be prepared for the millen- 
ium of universal peace and joj-. 

At the same time he was informed that he had been called 
and chosen as an instrument in the hands of God, to bring 
about some of his marvellous purposes in this glorious dispen- 
sation. It was made known to him that the American Indians 
were a remnant of Israel ; that when they first came here, they 
were an enlightened people, having a knowledge of the true 
God ; that the prophets and inspired writers amongst them had 
been required to keep a true record of their history, which had 
been handed down for many generations, until the people fell 
into great wickedness ; when nearly all of them were destroy- 
ed, and the records by command of God, were safely deposited 
to preserve them from the hands of the wicked, who sought to 
destroy them. If faithful, he was to be the highly-favored in- 
strument in bringing these records to light. 

The angel now disappeared, leaving him in a state of perfect 
peace, but visited him several times afterwards, instructing him 
concerning the great work of God about to commence on earth. 
He was instructed where these records were deposited, and re- 
quired to go immediately to view them. They were found on 
the side of a hiU, slightly buried in the earth, secured in a stone 
box, on the road from Palmyra to Canandaigua, in New York, 
about three miles from the village of Manchester. The records 
were said to be engraved on gold plates in Egyptian charac- 
ters ; the plates were of the thickness of tin, bound together 
like a book, fastened at one side by three rings which run 
through the whole and formed a volume about six inches in 
thickness. And in the same box with them were found two 
stones, transparent and clear as crystal, the Urim and Thummim, 
used by seers in ancient times, the instruments of revelations 
of things distant, past, or future. 

When the prophet first saw these things, being filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and standing and admiring, the same angel of 
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the Lord appeared in his presence and said, " look !" and he be- 
held the devil surrounded by a great train of his associates. 
He then, after receiving further directions from the angel, 
started home to his Other's house where he was waylaid by two 
ruflSana. One of them strudi him with a dub, bat was re- 
pulsed ; but they followed him nearly home when thov fled for 
fear of detection. The news • f his discovery got abroad ; the 
new prophet was the sport of lies, slanders, and moba, and vain 
attempts tn rob him of his plates. He removed to the north- 
ern part of Pennsylvania, where be coouncnced with the aid of 
inspiration and the Urim and Thummint, to translate the plates. 
He finished a part which i-^ caUed the Book of Mormon. It is 
pretended that Mormon hid all the old records op in the hill 
of Cumorah ; but had first made an abridgment of them, whidi 
was called the Book of Mormon, and which be gave to his son 
Moroni to finish. Moroni c«.>ntinuod to serve his nation for a 
few venrs, and continued the writings of his &ther until after 
the great battle of Comorah, when he kept himstilf hid ; for the 
Lamanites sought t^i kill every Nophitc who refused to deny 
CSirist The story is remarkably well gotten up, and may yet 
unhappily make the r>'Uii<.lalion of a religion which may roll 
back upon the world the barbari-^m of eighteen centuries passed 
away. Whilst there are f>.>ols and knaves, there is no tellmg 
what may b«> accomplished by such a religion. 

And the prophet was not without his witnesses. Oliver 
G>wdney. .M.'irt:n Harris, and Daniel Wliiteman, solemnly cle^ 
tifiy '• that we have seen the plates whicii contain tbe records ; 
that thov wore tmnsUited by the gifl and power of God, for his 
vi.iiv hath declannl it unto us, wherefore we know of a surety 
that the work is true ; and we declare with words of sobcme>s 
that an angel t>r(<od came down fhnn he«>-«n and brought and 
laid iH'fxro our evi-s, that we behi^ld and !«aw the plates and the 
engravings tlun-oii." Eight other witnevs«^«s certify that "Jo- 
seph Smith, the tnuirJator, hud shown them the platos spoken 
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of, whieli had .the appearance of gold ; and as many of the plates 
as the said Smith had translated, they did handle with their 
hands, and they also saw the engravings thereon, all of ■which 
had the appearance of ancient work and curious workmanship." 
The most probable account of these certificates is, that the 
witnesses were in the conspiracy, aiding the imposture ; but I 
have been informed by men who were once in the confidence 
of the prophet, that he privately gave a different account of the 
matter. It is related that the prophet's early followers were 
anxious to see the plates ; the prophet had always given out 
that they could not be seen by the carnal eye, but must be spir- 
itually discerned ; that the power to see them depended upon 
faith, and was the gift of God, to be obtained by fasting, pray- 
er, mortification of the flesh, and exercises of the spirit ; that 
so soon as he could see the" evidences of a strong and lively faith 
in any of his followers, they should be gratified in their holy 
curiosity. He set them to continual prayer, and other spiritual 
exercises, to acquire this lively faith by means of which the hid- 
den things of God could be spiritually discerned ; and at last, 
when he could delay them no longer, he assembled them in a 
room, and produced a box, which he said contained the precious 
treasure. The lid was opened ; the witnesses peeped into it, 
but making no discovery, for the box was empty, they said, 
" Brother Joseph, we do not see the plates." The prophet an- 
swered them, " O ye of little faith ! how long will God bear 
with this wicked and perverse generation 1 Down on your 
knees, brethren, every one of you, and pray God for the forgive- 
ness of your sins, and for a holy and Uving faith which cometh 
down from heaven." The disciples dropped to their knees, and 
began to pray in the fervency of their spirit, supplicating God 
for more than two hours with fanatical earnestness ; at the end 
of which time, looking again into the box, they were now per- 
suaded that they saw the plates. I leave it to philosophers to 
determine whether the fumes of an enthusiastic and fanatical 
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fmagination are thus capable of blinding the mind and deceiv- 
ing the senses )j_v so absurd a delusion. 

The book of Mormon pretended to nrretl the fulness of the 
Gospel of Jesus ( liri-t, as he delivered it to his people in 
Anu rka. It was to be brought forth by the power of God, and 
carried to the Gentiles, of whom many were to receive it ; and 
after this the seed of Isniol wi re to be brou^t into the fold 
also. It was pretended that pristine Christianity was to be re- 
stored, with the gift of prophecy, and the gift of tongues, with 
the laying on of hands to cure all manner of diswwe w . Many 
were the pretended prophets which this ^-ct broogtit forth. 
Many of tlic disciple* spoke an outhuidLsh gibberish, which ihej 
called the unknown tongue ; others .-urain acted as interpreters 
of this jargon, for it rarely hap^x-ned tlut he who w&s gifted to 
speak in the unknown tongue was able to understand his own 
ouniiiumicatious ; and many brilliant mir.h'-K-s were pretended 
to )>t> wrought in the curv of diseases, by the laying on of hands 
and the prayer of faith. 

By the Olh of April, ls.10. Joo Smith and hia as-^iysiatcs bad 
made a ixwisidcrable number of converts to the now relis:Ji.w, 
M ho were asseinblcd on that day in the >'iUage of Manchecter, 
and foriiiod mto a church. Their numbers now inciva»>i rapid- 
ly, and in lS;i3 they nnio^.'d from New York to Jackson l\iun- 
ty, Mi--ouri, when? they began to build the town of "Indepen- 
ilenoe," lleiTc, In pri'tonilii^ that the Ix»rd had given them all 
that coiuitry, and in fact the whole world, they beutg lis siints, 
and I'V sonio |H'tiy offences, ajui by their general tone <rf arro- 
Ciuuv, tlio neighboring people bonune much excited againat 
them. Some of them were tliiekcd in tlw river; some were 
l;lrI^ .1 and i<«thered, and others kille^l ; and the » hole of them 
\veri< i\>mfH'll«Hi !•> rvniox e to the Oinrnty of t'lay, on the oppo- 
site side of tlw Missouri ri\er. Tboy also had a place of gath- 
ering together nt Kirtlaiitl, near t^lraveland, in th« Stat« of Ohio. 
At tills hiat place of giktboring, Jo« Smith esublishod himseif i 
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and in 1836 a solemn assembly was held there of several hun- 
dred Mormon elders, who, in their own language, " had an inter- 
esting time of it, as it appeared by the reports of the elders that 
the work of God had greatly increased in Am^erica, in England, 
Scotland, and Wales, and in the islands of the sea." 

At this place Joe Smith got up a bank, called " The Kirtland 
Safety Bank," of which he was president; and the notes of which 
were made to resemble the notes of the safety fund banks of 
New York. The bank failed, for a large amount, for want of 
capital and integrity in its managers ;• and its failure was ac- 
companied by more than ordinary depravity. The residence 
of the prophet at this place, after the failure of the bank, became 
irksome and dangerous. He determined to leave it, and accord- 
ingly, accompanied by his apostles and elders, for he had apos- 
tles and dders, and the great body of the " saints," he shook the 
dust off his feet, as a testimony against Ohio, where he was 
about to be prosecuted, and departed for Missouri. This time, 
the Mormons settled in Caldwell and Davis Counties in Mis- 
souri, far in the north-west part of the State. Here they pur- 
chased large tracts of land from the United States, and buUt 
the city of " Far West," and many smaller towns. Difficulties 
again attended them in their new place of residence. They did 
not fail to display here the usual arrogance of their pretensions, 
and were charged by the neighboring people with every kind 
of petty villany. In a few years the quarrel between the " saints" 
and the Gentiles became utterly irreconcilable. The Mormon 
leaders declared that they would no longer submit to the gov- 
ernment of Missouri. The clerk of the circuit court, being a 
Mormon, was ordered by the prophet to issue no more writs 
against the '■ saints ;" and about this time Sidney Eigdon preach- 
ed before the prophet a Fourth of July sermon, called " The 
Salt Sermon," in which he held forth to the Mormons that the 
prophet had determined no longer to regard the laws and gov- 
ernment of Missouri. The neighboring people of Missouri as- 
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sembled under arms, to drive the Mormons from the State. 
Armed Mormon parties patrolled the country, robbing and |Jun- 
deriog the inhabitants ; all the plunder being deposited in one 
place, called " the Lord's treasury ." One of these plundering 
parties met a hostile party, commanded by Captain Bogart, who 
had formerly been a Methodist preacher in Dlinois. He had 
run away from Dlinoia, directly after the Black Hawk war, and 
was the same >[ajor Bogart heretofore mentiraied as command- 
ing a battalion of I^angers in the Black Hawk war, left to guard 
the frontiers. Bogart's party and the Mormons came to a battle, 
in which the Mormons were defeated. The Mormons, bowevBr, 
burnt and plundered two small towns beloogii^ to their eD»- 
mies, and plundered all the neighboring country. At last Got. 
Bog^ of Missouri called out a lai;ge body of militia, and ordei^ 
cd that the Mormons should be exterminated or drirai from 
the Stiito. A laige force was marched to their country, under 
Major-Gcn. Lucas and Brig..Gfin. Daai|dian, whe»> the M<h^ 
roons were aH assembled under arms, with the declared inteo- 
ion of reaistlng to the last extremity. They were so(hi sur- 
rounded in their city of " Far West" by a much superiw 
force, and compelled to surrender at disovtion. Much plunder 
was re-captured, and delivered to its former owners. The gi«at 
body of the Mormons, in &ct all exo^ the leaders, were dis- 
missod under a promise to leave the State. TV leaders, includ- 
ing the prophet, being arrested, wt»rv tried bcA)r« a court-mar- 
tial, and sentonccd to be :^t for treetson. But Gen. Doniphan, 
being a sound lawyer and a man of staise, knowing that such « 
jirtHXHHling was utterly unc(Mistitati(»al and illegal, by boldly 
denouncing and firmly remonstrating i^n^ tlus arbitrary mode 
of trial and punishment, saved the lives of the prisoners.* 

* Ttii* i* Ui« *an)« Q«n. Doaiphaa whtK aa Coloasl of a n^nxot at 
MitKxiri volunUMrt, «A«r«iu\b canquvrvd Cluhnahaa, and gaioad the 
>|i|i>n«UJ rictoriw of Bnteito and Saeram«nla Among all the vAeon ot 
th« Miuouri militia, operating againat th« Mormon*, G«b. DoaiphaD 
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The leaders were then carried before a circuit judge, sitting 
as an examining court, and were committed to jaU for further 
trial, on various charges ; such as treason, murder, robbery, ar- 
son, and larceny, but finally made their escape out of jail and 
out of the State, before they could be brought to trial. Those 
who wish to consult a more minute detail of the history of this 
people, are referred to a volume of printed evidence and docu- 
ments published by order of the legislature of Missouri. 

The whole body of the Missouri Mormons came to Illinois 
in the years 1839 and 1840 ; and many of the leaders who had 
escaped, came through perils of flood and field, which, accord- 
ing to their own account, if written, would equal a tale 6f ro- 
mance. As they were the weaker party, much sympathy was 
felt and expressed for them by the people of Illinois. The 
Mormons represented that they had been persecuted in Mis- 
souri on account of their religion. The cry of persecution, if 
believed, is always sure to create sympathy for the sufierers. 
This was particularly so in Illinois, whose citizens, until some 
time after this period, were justly distinguished for feelings and 
principles of the most liberal and enlightened toleration in mat- 
ters of religion. The Mormons were received as sufferers in 
the cause of their religion. Several counties and neighborhoods 
vied with each other in offers of hospitality, and in endeavors to 
get the strangers to settle among them. 

At last the Mormons selected a place on the Mississippi river, 
afterwards called Nauvoo, in the upper part of the county of 
Hancock, as the place of their fiiture residence. On this spot 
they designed to buUd up a great city and temple, as the great 
place of gathering to Zion, and as the great central rendezvous 
of the sect ; from whence was to originate and spread the most 
gigantic operations for the conversion of the world to the new 

was the only one who toldly denounced the intended assassination of 
the prisoners under color of law. So true is it that the truly brave 
man ia most apt to be merciful and just 
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religion. However, in this history I have nothing to do with 
the religious, but <nily the political considerations connected 
with this people. 

In the State of &f issouri, the Mormons had alwajs supported 
the democratic party. They had been driven out by a demo- 
cratic governor of a democratic State ; and when they appealed 
to Mr. Van Buren, the democratic President •.■l" the United 
States, for relief against the Missooriaas, be refiised to rennn- 
mend it. for want of constitutional power in the United States 
to coerce a sovereign State in the cxecnti<m of its domestic 
polity. Tliis soured and embittered the Mormons against the 
democrats. Mr. Clay, as a mexnber of the United States Sen- 
ate, and John T. Stuart, a member of the House (tf Represoita- 
tives in ('<>nur<«s. from Qlinoia, both whigs, trndertook their 
cause, and introduced and countenanced their memorials asiainst 
Missouri -, so that, \«'h<9i thi- Mormons came to this State, they 
attached themselvosi u< the whig party. In Aujjnist, 1^40, they 
voted unanimously for the whig candidates for the Sv-nato and 
Asscmblv. In the NovemUT following, they voted for the 
whig candidate for President : and in August, 1841, they voted 
for John J. ."^tii.-irt. the whig candidate for Congress in their 
district.' 

At the legislature of 1&4(K-'4I, it became a matter of great 
intcn.si, with both parties, to conciliate those pec^e. They 
w.To already numerous, aiul were fiet increasing by emigration 
ftvm all parts. It wasovivlont that they were to pcKtsess much 
power in t'lt<otitiiis. They had alrwuly signified their intention 
of joining neither party, further than tlwy could be supported 
liy that jvirl y, but to vote for such jHTsiins as had done or were 
willing to <ii> tluin most s.rvuH-. And the leaders of both 
}inrtiea bolifvi-.! that the Monnons would s^xin hold the balance 
of {M>wi>r, and o\iTt<-vl thonj.-H'lvcs on both sidett, by prufessiooa, 
and klndaoN and devouon to their int<'r\<st, to win their rap- 
lH)rt. 
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In this state of the ease Dr. John C. Bennett presented him- 
self at the seat of government as the agent of the Mormons. 
This Bennett was probably the greatest scamp in the western 
conntry. I have made particular enquiries concerning him, and 
have traced him in several places in which he had lived before 
he had joined the Mormons in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and 
he was everywhere accounted the same debauched, unprincipled 
and profligate character. He was a man of some little talent, 
and then had the confidence of the Mormons, and particularly 
that of their leaders. He came as the agent of that people, to 
solicit a city charter ; a charter for a military legion ; and for 
various other purposes. This person addressed himself to Mr. 
Little, the whig senator from Hancock, and to Mr. Douglass, 
the democratic secretary of State, who both entered heartily 
into his views and projects. Bennet managed matters well for 
his constituents. He flattered both sides with the hope of 
Mormon favor ; and both sides expected to receive their votes. 
A city charter drawn up to suit the Mormons was presented to 
the Senate by Mr. Little. It was referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee, of which Mr. Snyder, a democrat, was chairman, who 
reported it back recommending its passage. The vote was 
taken, the ayes and noes were not called for, no one opposed it, 
but all were busy and active in hurrying it through. In like 
manner it passed the House of Eepresentatives, where it was 
never read except by its • title ; the ayes and noes were not 
called for, and the same universal zeal in its favor was mani- 
fested here which had been so conspicuously displayed in the 
Senate. 

This city charter and other charters passed in the same way 
by thisjegislature, incorporated Nauvoo, provided for the elec- 
tion of a Mayor, four Aldermen, and nine Counsellors ; gave 
them power to pass all ordinances necessary for the peace, 
benefit, good order, regulation, convenience, or cleanliness of 
the city, and for the protection of property from fire, which 
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were not repugnant to the CoMtitutUm of the United Statei, or 
thit State. This aeemed to give them power to pass ordinances 
in violation of the lam of the State, and to erect a system of 
government for tiiemselves. This charter also established a 
mayor's court with exclusive jurisdiction of all cases arising 
under the city otdbianoes, subject to an appeal to the municipal 
court. It established a mimicipal court to be composed of the 
mayor as chief justice, and the four aldermen as his assodates ; 
which court was to have jurisdiction of appeals from the mayor 
or aldermen, subject to an appeal again to the circuit court of 
the county. The municipal court was also clothed with power 
to issue writs of habeas corpus in all cases arising under the 
ordinances of the city. 

llus charter also incorporated the militia of Naavoo into a 
military legion, to be called " The Nauvoo Legion." It was 
made entirely independent of the military organiuUon of the 
State, and not subject to the command of any officer of the 
State militia, except the Governor himself, as comroander-in- 
ohie£ It was to be fiimished with its due proportion of the 
State arms ; and might enroll in its ranks any of the citisens of 
Ilanoock county who preferod to join it, whether they lived in 
the city or elsewhere^ lliis last provision, I believe, was not 
in the original charter, but was aftcTwitrds pa.-«<*d as an amend- 
ment to a road law. He charter also established a court-ma^ 
tial for the legi(Hi, to be composed of the oommtswoned offioir« 
who wore to make and execute all ordinances ne<>essary for the 
benefit, govenmient, and regulation of the legion ; but in so do- 
ing, they wen> not bound to regard the laws of the State:, but 
(H>u]d do nothing rv'pugnant to the constitution ; and finally, the 
legion was to be at the disposal of the mayor in executing! the 
laws and ordinances of the city. Another cfaarUsr incorporated 
a groat tavern to be oalh<d the Nauvoo Ilouae, in which tite 
prophet Joe Smith, and his heirs, wen< to have a suite of looma 
forever. 
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Thus it was proposed to re-establish for the Mormons a gov- 
ernment within a government, a legislature with power to pass 
ordinances at war with the laws of the State ; courts to execute 
them' with hut little dependence upon the constitutional judiciar- 
ry 5 and a military force at tlieir own command, to be governed 
by its own by-laws and ordinances, and subject to no State 
authority but that of the Governor. It must be acknowledged 
that these di^rters were unheard-of, and anti-republican in many 
particulars ; and capable of infinite abuse by a people dispose4 
to abuse them. The powers conferred were expressed in lan- 
guage at once ambiguous and undefined ; as if on purpose to 
allow of misconstruction. The great law of the, separation of 
the powers of government was wholly disregarded. The mayor 
was at once the executive power, the judiciary, and part of the 
legislature. The common council, in passing ordinances, were 
restrained only by the constitution. One would have thought 
that thesecharters stood a poor chance of passing the legisla- 
ture of a republican people jealous of their liberties. Never- 
theless they did pass unanimously through both houses, Messrs. 
Little and Douglass managed with great dexterity with their 
respective parties. Each party was afraid to object to them 
for fear of losing the Mormon vote, and each believed that it 
had secured their favor. These, I believe, were the principal 
subjects acted on by the session of 1840-'41. 

But we will continue a little farther the history of the Mor- 
mons. A city government under the charter was organized in 
1841. Joe Smith was elected mayor. In this capacity he pre- 
sided in the common council, and assisted in making the laws 
for the government of the city. And as mayor also he was to 
see these laws put into force. He was ex-ofScio judge of the may- 
or's court, and chief justice of the municipal court, and in these 
cap^ities he was to interpret the laws which he had assisted to 
make. The Nauvoo Legion was also orgaaized, with a great 
multitude of high officers. It was divided into divisions, bri- 
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gadesi, cohorts, regiments, battalions, and companies. Each di- 
vision, brigade, and cohort, had its general, and over the whole, 
as commander-in-chief, Joe Smith was appointed lieutenant-gen- 
eral. TTiese offices, and particularly the last, were created by 
an ordinance of the court-martial, composed of the commission- 
ed officers of the L^on. 

The common council passed many ordinances for the punish- 
ment of crime. The punishments were generaUy different from, 
and vastly more severe than, the punishments provided by the 
laws of the State. 

In the fall of 1841, the governor of Missouri made a demand 
on Gov. Carlin for the arrest and delivery of Joe Smith and 
several other head Mormons, as fugitives from justice. An ex- 
ecutive warrant was issued for that purpose. It was placed in 
the hands of an .■uront to be executed ; but for s^ime cause, un- 
known to me, was returned to (lov. Carlin without King exe- 
cuted. Soon afterwards the governor handed the -^une writ to 
his agent, who this time siuv^oded in arresting Joe Smith upon 
it But beibre this time Mr. Douglass had lH<en dected one of 
the judges of the supreme court, and was .-issignod to hold cir- 
cuit courts in Hancock and the noighlxiring cotmti^-*. Tbis had 
given the democratic party the ad\-nntagc in scouring the Mor- 
mon vote. Judge DougIa.s» imniodiateh' appointed I>r. Ben- 
nett a master in oh.-»ncery. Bi>nnett was then an influe^itial 
Mormon, and had, before he joined the Mormons, been appoint- 
ed by Gov. Oirlin adjutant-general of the State militi;». He 
had also beeji elertetl aji aidennan of the city, and a majorgen- 
eral in the I.«'i;ioii. I'pon his arrvst, J.v Smith was oanied li<v 
fore Judge Dmiglnsa, upon a writ of habeas corpus, and was 
dijwhargisl upon ilu> ground that tl» writ upon which he had 
been amMsted hud Ihh-ii once rt'tuni<>d, Wli.rx- it had bei'n e.\i> 
Cut«Hl, and wns/Wnc/M* offieitK WIwiIut the d^>ci^i.>u was right 
or wrong, Joe Smiili was iiv<t lawyer enough to know, and was 
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therefore the more inclined to esteem his discharge as a great 
favor from the democratic party. 

The Mormons anticipated a further demand from Missouri, 
and a further -writ from the governor of this State, for the arrest 
of their prophet and leaders. They professed to believe that 
the public mind in Missouri was so prejudiced against them, that 
a fair trial there was out of the question, and that if their lead- 
ers were taken to Missouri for trial, and not convicted upon 
evidence, they would be murdered by a mob before they could 
get out of the State. Some mode of permanent protection, 
therefore, against the demands of Missouri, became a matter of 
vital importance ; and they set their ingenuity to work to de- 
vise a scheme of protection, by means of their own city ordi- 
nances, to be executed by their own municipal court. Gov. 
Carlin had issued his writ again in 1842. Joe Smith was arrest- 
ed again, and was either rescued by his followers or discharged 
by the municipal court on a writ of habeas corpus. The com- 
mon council passed an ordinance, declaring, in effect, that the 
municipal court should have jurisdiction in all cases of arrests 
made in the city by any process whatever. The charter intend- 
ed to give the jurisdiction only in cases where imprisonment 
was a consequence of the breach of some ordinance. But it 
was interpreted by the Mormons to authorize the enlargement 
and extension of the jurisdiction of the court, by ordinance. 
This ordinance will figure very largely in the proceedings of the 
Mormons hereafter. 

In December, 1841, a State democratic convention assembled 
at Springfield, and nominated Adam W. Snyder as the demo- 
cratic candidate for governor, to be elected in August, 1842. 
Mr. Snyder was a native of Pennsylvania, and a distant rela- 
tive of Gov. Snyder of that State. In his early youth, he learn- 
ed the trade of a fuller and wool-carder. He came to Illinois 
when he was about eighteen years old ; settled in the French 
village of Cahokia ; followed his trade for several years ; stud- 



268 mSTOBT OF ILLCfOIS. 

led law ; removed to the county seat, where he commenced hia 
profession, in whidi he was sncoessfol in getting practice. In 
1880 he was elected to the State Senate, and was afterwards 
elected to Congress, from his district ; and was again elected to 
the State Senate in 1840. Mr. Snyder was a very showy, plausi- 
ble and agreeable man in conversation, and was gifled with a 
popular eloquence, which was considerably effective. He was 
a member of the senate when the Mormon diarters were passed, 
and had taken an activi- part in furthering their passage. In the 
spring of 1842, Joseph Duncan, former governor, became the 
candidate of the whig party for the same office. 

In a very short time aAer the two parties had their candidates 
fairly in the field, Joe Smith published a proclamation to his fol- 
lowers in the Nauvoo papers, declaring Judge Douglass to be 
a master s]'irit, and exhorting them to vote for Mr. Snyder for 
governor. The wbigs had considerable hope of the Mormon 
support until the appearance of this prodamatioo. Tbe Mor- 
mons had voted f»r the whig candidate for t'< inirrx-ss in August, 
1841. But this [>niclamation left no doubt as to what they 
would do in the coming conte-^t. It was plain that the whigs 
could expect tlifir supjHirt ii" longer, and that the whii; party 
in the legislature had swallowiil the odious charters witiMut 
prospect of reward. 

llu' Mi.rmoii-i. however, were Uvoming unpopular, nay 
odious, to the great Ijody of the people. As 1 hav* alr««dy 
!>4iiil. their common cininoil had ptts»H<d Mime extraordinary or- 
diniinci- enleulnti-d to -«■( the Si.uo !^>\c^l^leut at dcfianca. 
Tlu> l.ej;ion had been fumisluvl with three pi«ce< of auuion and 
about two himdred and til^v stand of small artu-^ ; which popu- 
lar rumor incr»<a."«vl to the numU-r of thirty pieces of caiuion 
and five or dix thousand slniid of inuaketv Th« Mormons 
won' rapidl\ iiuivji-ing by onugmlion. The great oflk« ot 
Lieutenant tjeneral had Ihh>m orvaied for the commander of 
the Ix>gion, of higher rank, as was said, than any officw in tbe 
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militia, and higher than any office in the regular army. A 
vast numher of reports were circulated all over the country, to 
the prejudice of the Mormons. They were charged with nu- 
merous thefts and robberies, and rogueries of all sorts ; and it 
was believed by vast numbers of the people, that they enter- 
tained the treasonable design, when they got strong enough, of 
overturning the government, driving out the old population, 
and taking possession of the country, as the children of Israel 
did in the land of Canaan. 

The whigs, seeing that they had been out-generaled by the 
democrats in securing the Mormon vote, became seriously 
alarmed, and sought to repair their disaster by raising a kind of 
crusade against that people. The whig newspapers teemed with 
accounts of the wonders and enormities of Nauvoo, and of the 
a.wful wickedness of a party which would consent to receive the 
support of such miscreants. Governor Duncan, who was really 
a brave, honest man, and who had nothing to do with getting 
the Mormon charters passed through the legislature, took the 
stump on this subject in good earnest, and expected to be 
elected governor almost on this question alone. There is no 
knowing how far he might have succeeded, if Mr. Snyder had 
lived to be his competitor. 

However, Mr. Snyder departed this life, much lamented by 
numerous friends, in the month of May preceding the election. 
The democratic party had now to select another candidate for 
governor. The choice fell upon Tne. I hope to be excused 
from saying anything in these memoirs in relation to my own 
personal qualities and history. If it should ever be thought 
important that a knowledge of such humble matters should 
be perpetuated, I will trust the task of doing it to other 
hands. I will merely mention, that at the time I was nomi- 
nated as a candidate for governor, I was one of the judges of 
the Supreme Court engaged in holding a circuit court on Fox 
river, in the north. So soon as I heard of my nomination, I 
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hastened to the seat of gOTenunent, resigned the office of judge, 
and became the candidate of my party. Here permit me to 
remark, I had never before been much oonoemed in the politi- 
cal conflicts of the day, and never at all on my own account. 
It is true that I had been much in ofiioe. I had been twice ap- 
pointed to the office of State's Attorney, and four times elected, 
without opposition, to the office of judf;e liy the legislature. 
I had never been a candidate T t the legislature, for O^ngress, 
or for nny office elective by the people, and had never wanted 
to be a candidate for such offices. 1 had never been an appli- 
cant for any office from the- General Government and had 
always avoided being a candidate for any office whidi was de- 
sired by any respectable political firiend. 

And here again I must be permitted to indulge in si'^me fur 
ther reflections upon the practical operation of republican gov 
omment. He history of my administration but serves to illus- 
trate what has already been demonstrated by two administra- 
tions of the federal government. 1 mean the administrations 
of Tyler and Polk. Noiilior ot' these piMitlomon were placed in 
the ufliii' of presidoiit because they were leaders (^ their ros^eo- 
tivo parties. Tj-lcr was jux-idontally m«de \nce-pr«ii<lojit by 
the whigs, and accidentally becnnie prosiilent, by the death of 
Gen. Harrison. He had the position as to office to govern, but 
the moral power of )^^^'cmnlont was in the hands of Henry 
Cloy, the groat loader of the whig party, and tha embodiment 
of its priueiples. During all of Tyler's administration he ex- 
erted no moral force; guvemment was kept in motion merelv 
b_v its previous impulse, and by the jwtriotism of I ongn^ss, 
voluntarily subduing so mui<h of its factious spirit us was ab- 
wihitely necessary to kwp j^ivemment alive. Polk was awi 
dentally nominatixl by the Ikltimore ct^nvention, ailor it was 
nsccrtainod tli.ii none of the grvnt l«\Kler» of the deniocratio 
IMirty oould bo nominatod ; and so fiir during his time the i:»v. 
eriiiueut hM biH^n carri«<vl on by the mere force of the demo- 
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cratio party, which has been in the majority in Congress, the 
great leaders, for fear of division in their ranks, uniting some- 
times in his support, and sometimes dictating to him the policy 
of his administration. Neither Tyler nor Polk had much dis- 
tinguished themselves in their respective parties. They had 
neither of them fought their way in the party contests to the 
leadership, and to the moral power which the leadership alone 
can give. So it was with the humble person who was now to 
be elected governor of Illinois. Mr. Snyder had been nomi- 
nated because he was a leader of the party. Mr. Snyder died, 
and I was nominated, not because I was a leader, for I was not, 
but because I was believed to have no more than a very ordi- 
nary share of ambition ; because it was doubtful whether any 
of the leaders could be elected, and because it was thought I 
woidd stand more in need of support from leaders, than an ac- 
tual leader would. To this cause, and perhaps there were 
others, I trace the fact which will hereafter appear, that I was 
never able to command the support of the entire party which 
elected me. 

From such examples as these, I venture to assert, that the 
moral power belonging to the leadership of the dominant party, 
is greater than the legal power of oflSce conferred by the Con- 
stitution and the laws. In fact it has appeared to me at times, 
that there is very little power of government in this eoimtry, 
except that which pertains to the leadership of the party in the 
majority. Gen. Jackson not only governed whilst he was pres- 
ident, but for eight years afterwards, and has since continued 
to govern, even after his death.* 

* In forming a constitution it is almost impossible to anticipate how 
much power is delegated to the goTernment^ and particularly to the 
executive branch. The power of the executive branch depends some- 
what upon the legal authority "with which the officer is clothed, but 
more upon his personal character and influence. To illustrate this, 
take the administrations of John Quincy Adams, Gen. Jackson, and 
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When men who are not leaders are put into high office, it k 
generally done through the influence of leaders, who expect to 
govern through them. They are expected to need support more 
than if they were a<4aal leaders ; and are preferred sometimes 
to actual leaders, on account of being more available as candi- 
dates, and sometimes because those leaders who cannot cot the 
office themselves, hope through them to help to be president or 
governor, as the case may be. Soon after my electioa, I asccr- 
t^ed that quite a number of such leaders imagined that thoy. 
instead of myself^ had been elected ; and could only be con- 
vinced to the contrary, on being referred to the returns of the 
election. 

A pusillanimous man, willing to take oflke upon any terms 
is ever disposed to submit to this kind of influence and dicta- 
tion, lie calls it consulting his party when he consults only a 
few leaders, and this be is obliged to do, or tlud himself without 
the power to govern. In a govenuneiit where the democraiio 
spirit is all-powerful, this power to govern consi>4s in beui2 
able to unite a majority of opinions; bat where the j^cople arc 
free, each man to choose for hin>s«lf^ it is eirtremely difficult to 

John T^lpr. Thenc prtnidrnts ■wtn all clothed witli tl)<> aam* identiral 
legal powers. John Quiney Adami, altltoagh a man of great abilities 
acknovlotlged tJic fwblenoM of hi* adminiatration, in conae<]u«nr« of 
not being aleoted by llio |H>ople, but l\v the lUtnse of RepreaentatlTea. 
• ten. JacJuon pJtercixHl the po«<>r of an aulxerat, berau»« he vaa eap- 
ported by the eoDfidenre and affeetiona of the Araeriean people. And 
John l^ler, tJioagh a man of Tery rwpeelable talenta, conreHed iJie 
rit>eutiTe department into a kind of anarohy, becauee he had no |MiHr 
in hit favor. Tlio eleelion, therefor^ of a •trang man or a ire«k on<\ 
to ihi> olBee, i* equivalent to an amrudmeat of the (.'onMitution, by 
whirb itrent power) are giren or vitbheld. aa the ca*e may be. Or, 
mlher, il i> more like a revolution, by which a dictator i> appointed at 
I'lii- time, and nl anothrr the aulJiority »f the executive office is to re- 
•iHrled »• to roiivert the government into an anarchy. And ret dui^ 
me the whole time there haa been really no cliange in U\e Aiodamental 
law. 
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induce a majority to co-operate for the common benefit. Va- 
rious reasons, and passions, and prejudices, will lead diiTerent 
ways ; and very often all reason will be confounded by a com- 
bination of clamor and prejudice. It is generally the work of a 
few leading minds to bring order out of this chaos, and to get a 
majority to think and feel alike. These leaders, therefore, as 
efiectually govern the country as if they were born to rule. 

The best and purest mode in which leaders exercise their 
power, is by instruction and persuasion. This kind of govern- 
ment can exist only over a very intelligent and virtuous people. 
And as a government is always a type of the people over 
whom it is exercised, so it will be found that when the people 
are less enlightened and virtuous, the means of governing them 
will be less intellectual. If the people are indiflferent to, 
and ignorant of what constitutes good government, the mode 
which leaders take to unite a majority of them is apt to be as 
follows : There is in every county, generally at the county 
seats, a little clique of county leaders, who aim to monopolize or 
dispose of the county ofiices. Some of them expect to be elect- 
ed to the legislature, and in time, to higher offices. Others 
expect to be recipients of some county or State office ; or to be 
appointed to some office by the President through the influence 
of members of Congress. These lesser leaders all look to some 
more considerable leader, who is a judge, member of Congress, 
United States Senator, or Governor of the State. The State 
leaders again look to some more considerable man at Washing- 
ton city, who is actually president, or who controls the presi- 
dent, or who is himself a prominent candidate for that office. 
The great leader at Washington dashes boldly out in favor of, 
or against some measure ; the class of leaders whose influence 
as yet, is bounded by a single State, fall into line behind the 
great leader. These State leaders are kept together by a fear 
of the opposite party. For instance, if they are democratic 
leaders, they fear that a division amongst themselves will divide 

12* 
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the democratic party, and thereby caase its defeat and the sac- 
cess of the whigs. They Uierefore make "sacrifices of opinion to 
keep up unity, the least influential leader having to make the 
greatest sacrifice.* 

The State Icadars, whether democrat or whig makes no dif 
fiTcnce, then give the word to the little dique< of leaders in 
each county ; these county leaders convey it to the little big men 
in each neighborhood, and they do the talking t<> the rank-and- 
file of the people. In this way principles and men are put op 
and put down with amazing celerity. .\nd gentle reader do 
not be astonished ; this is goverkmext ! and if there is in point 

* The organiiation of men into poUdeal parti«« nader the control of 
leaden as a means of goTcmment, nec«aaanlT destrova individoalit^ 
of character and freedom of opinion, GoTcmment implies restraint, 
compulsion of either the body or mind, or both. The latest improve- 
ment to effect this restraint and compuUion is to use moral means, in- 
tellectual means operating on tlie mind instead ol the old mode of naing 
force, such as standing armies, fire; sword and the gibbet, to control 
the mere bodies of men. It is therefore a rerr common thing for men 
of all parties to make reir great sacrifices of opiaioii. so as to bring 
themselves into conformity with the bulk of their party. And yet 
there is nothing feiore common than for the race of newspaper states- 
men to denounee all such of the opposite party .v yield Iheir own opin- 
ions to the opinions of the m^ority. as truckling and scrrile. Tliev 
rosy poaaibly be right in thia. But ondoabtedly such submiasioD is 
often necessary to the existence of m^oritiea, entertaining th* same 
opinion. .\ Utile Airlher axperienec may develop the fact, that when 
this means of securing miyoHties shall fail, the govemuirnt will tall 
into anarchy. 

KiiliiT moral or physical force must be used for purposes of govern- 
ment When a people are so gross that moral |>ower cannot operate 
OB thorn, ph^-sical force must be reeorted i.v Abo, when the officers 
of p>veriiuieivi lack talents and moral l>oweir, physical (ere* nisy there- 
by be made necessary : so lltsl it may W said, (hat a people may stand 
in nee^l of being governed by absolute viulcncei, just in proportion to 
their want of a pro|>vr riviliialion : and •«metim«s also just in projwr- 
lion to the want of moral power in the government 
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of fact any other sort, its existence cannot be proved by me, 
and yet I have been governor of the State for four years. 

It may be thought that these leaders, of course, are men of 
great and magnanimous natures. But such is not always the 
fact. To make a leader, nothing more is necessary than a pleas- 
ing address, added to zeal for a party, and unceasing activity 
and enterprise. The world is governed by jndustry more than 
by talents. True great men are leaders only in times of great 
trouble, when a nation is in peril. In quiet times, the active, 
talking, enterprising and cunning manager is apt to be the lead- 
er. This kind of leader always claims more than his just share 
in the benefits and advantages of government. When he has 
elected some man to high office, who is not a leader, he claims 
every service from him which he has it in his power to render. 
Many such must have offices which they are not fit for ; others 
have a scheme to make money out of the public; others invoke 
aid in procuring the enactment of laws for private advantage ; 
and others again require a hundred things which an honest man 
ought not to do. And if their unreasonable requests are re- 
fused ; if the true interests of the people are consulted, and the 
man elected refuses to be a mere instrument in the hands of 
leaders, to make an unequal distribution of the advantages of 
government, they immediately denounce Mm, they send out all 
sorts of falsehoods against him, and, for being honest and de- 
voted to the public interest, they get many people to believe 
that he is a greater rogue than he would really have been if he 
had done all the vUlanous things they required him to do. I 
could relate some amusing instances of this sort in the course 
of my administration.* 

* The condition of a modern governor in party times, is well describ- 
ed in Knickerbocker's history of Nev York : " He is an nnhappy vic- 
tim of popularity, who is in fact the most dependent, hen-pecked being 
in community ; doomed to bear the secret goadings and corrections of 
his own party, and the sneers and revilings of the wbole world be" 
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It is no part of my object to overthrow the power of leaders, 
if I could ; for I am persuaded, that without it, a governing ma- 
jority of the people would rarely be found. A government of 
leaders, however defective it mav be. is better than no govern- 
ment, upon the same principle that despotism is better than an- 
archy. But reformation of this power is earnestly desired. For 
as long as the great body of the people do not investigate, and 
take so little interest in matters of government, as long as men 
of influence will endeavor to appropriate the benefits and advan- 
tages of government to themselves, aud can and do control the 
people, making it necessary for men in office to lean upon lead- 
ers instead of tho intelligence of the people for siipport, there 
will never be any good government, or if there i-*, the people 
will not think so.* Fortunate is that country which has great 

uda. Set op like geese at Christinas holiday!!, to be pe]t«d and shot at by 
every whipster and vagabond in the land.* From this conditioD nothing 
can save a governor bat his personal inaignificaaee, the idea tliat he is 
not worth making -war on. As soon as a goremor is elected, he receives 
the congratulations of his friends, and there are generally alwut ten of 
those, and sometimes more, in each county, each one of whom claiming 
to have oloclcd him. Each one wp*** '" t''* governor, or coe* to see 
him, to tell him how well and eunniugly he fought and managed, and 
how many sacrifices he made to oarry the eleouon. Kacli one is sur« 
that he did it all himseK and claims to be rvwu>led aeet^rdingly. If 
the governor oannol do everytliing for every one as required, the disap- 
pointed ones are more earnest in their enmity than thcv were before in 
their (Wendshi|v SometJiing of this kind has hap|'>enct) to me. I do not 
complain nfii, but merely mention ii but to show how difficult it is for 
n governor to have any polioy of his own for the general advantage of 
tlu' |>co|iU., and pursue it steadily without incurring the censure of such 
poliii.imio as have no public benefit* in view, but mcrelv their own 
s<'lli*l> prt^octa. 

• Just now tlie puWie mind ii> in a great f<>rment concerning amend- 
ments of ilio cuntlilution, a> if amendments of the laws were a cure for 
ex cry HI that Aeah is heir t* Without undertaking to provej. I will 
routure to assort, that there may be a \ory bad guveramout with vary 
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and good men for leaders of parties, upon whose measures a 
majority of the people can safely unite, and the greater the ma- 
jority the tetter. If the power of leaders is ever to be reform- 
ed, it will he by beginning with the people themselves. The 
people, whether good or bad, will have a government which, in 
the main, truly represents the state of civilization which they 
have attained to. The democratic party professes to be the 
party of progress in matters of government ; it has much to 
reform ; but it is sincerely hoped that at no distant day its at- 
tention may be directed to the evils of this machinery, and cor- 
rect them. At present, the people may be said to govern them- 
selves only by being the depository of power, which they can 
exercise if they choose ; but which, for most of the time, they 
choose to give into the hands of their leaders, to be exercised 
without much responsibility to them. The responsibility is all 
to attach to their leaders, and not to the people. 

As soon as I was announced as a candidate for governor, the 
Mormon question was revived against me, as being the heir of 
the lamented Snyder. But it could not be made to work much 
against me. I had been as little concerned in the passage of the 
Mormon charters as my opponent. Of course, in a State so 

good laws. The laws may be amended, but if human nature is vicious ' 
and selfish, it will find a way to pervert the best of laws to the worst / 
of purposes. I assert again, that if government is to be reformed, the N 
work must begin with the people, who are, in a kind of way, the source / 
of power. If it is once given up that the people can never be persuad- 
ed to vote wisely and judiciously, to sustain such of their servants as 
may be faithful, and put aside all selfish demagogues, who seek to live 
merely by the profits of oflBce, then we may make up our minds to see 
government very imperfect in its practical operation, under any form 
of constitution whatever. The Utopians and Perfectionists then wiU 
have nothing to do but to lay aside their fine, sun-shiny theories, and 
live in the world the little time that is allotted to them, contented 
with the imperfections of government, as they are obliged to be with 
the imperfections of everything else. 
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decidedly democratic, I was elected by a large majority. Tlie 
hanks, the State debt, the canal, and the Mormons, together 
with the general politics of the Union, were the principal topics 
of discussion during the canvass. Topics of local interest, how- 
ever, had but little interest on the result of the election. The 
people of Illinois were so thoroughly partisan, upon the great 
question of the nation, that matters merely of local concern, 
though of vital importance to the people, were disr^iarded. 

To sum up, then, this was the condition of the St.-ite when I 
came into office as governor. The domestic treasury of the 
State was indebted for the ordinary expenses of government to 
the amount of about (iSl 3,000. Auditorit^ warrants on the 
treasury were selling at fifty pi-r cent. .lis->>unt, and there was 
no money in the treasury whatever ; not even to pay postage 
on letters. The annual revenues aj^licable t<< the pavnunt of 
ordinary expenses, amounted to aLovit #130.000. The treasury 
was bankrupt ; the revenues were insufficient ; the people were 
unable and unwilling to pay high taxes : and the State had bor- 
rowed itsi-lf out of all caredit, A debt of near fourteen millions 
of dollars had been contracted for the canal, railroads, suid other 
jnirposes. The eurreney of the State had be«"n annihilated; 
there was not over two or thn-e hundred thousand dollars in 
good money in the ]Kxk<ts of the whole pixiple, whieh <.xx»- 
sioned a general inability to |\ay taxes. Tl»e whole people w»>re 
indebted to the mervhants ; nearly all of whom were indebttxl 
to the banks, or to foreign lucrehauts; and the Ivuiks owed 
everybody ; and none were able t»> pay. 

To niiuiy |H>rsi>ns it se«Mncil im|H>Nsible to devist^ any system 
of I'oliov.oiit of this jumble and chao^of ixmfusion. which wi.%uld 
ivliove the Si.iie, 1C\ ory one lud his plan, and the confusion 
of cotui9»<ls amonj; pr\>niinc«t men was equalleil oiil\ bv the 
kxnilUHion of public allairs. 
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Character of the people— North and South— Causes of discord— Principle upon which 
elections were made — Character of candidates — Reasons for preference — Further 
maxims of politicians — John Grammar — Want of unity in the democratic party — 
Want of great leaders — Members of the legislature — Legislative elections— Neglect 
of other business— Love of popularity — Account of lobby members^— Their motives 
and influence — Professional politicians— Ultraiata and " Milk and water men," tend- 
ing to repudiation — Plana for public relief—Illinois canal— Justus Buyerfield — Mi- 
chael Ryan— Arthur Bronaon— Compromise with the banks— Proposed repeal of 
their charters — Governor Carlin's message— Arguments for compromise and for re- 
peal—Ayes and Noes in the House— John A. McClernand — Lyman Trumbull — 
James Shields— Feuds among politicland growing out of the appointment of Secre- 
tary of State— AmalgamatioQ of the co-ordinate branches of government — Opposi- 
tion to the compromise bill in the Senate— Character of the leader of this opposition 
— Removal of Trumbull from the office of Secretary of State— Hxmibug set off 
against humbug-^Improvement of public affairs— Execution laws, debtor and 
creditor. 

Obstructions to the success of wise policy, which would re- 
lieve the State from these multiplied evils, were to be found in 
the character, varieties, and genius of the masses of the people ; 
and in the motives, aims, and enterprises of politicians ; some 
account of which is necessary to a right understanding of the 
future action of government. The State is about four hundred 
miles long from north to south, ancl about one hundred and fifty 
miles wide from east to west. This shape of the State natu- 
rally divided the legislature into representatives from the south 
and representatives from the north, and under any circum- 
stances, a State so long in proportion to its breadth, must con= 
tain much of the elements of discord. The southern portion of 
the State was settled principally by people from the slavehold-. 
ing States ; the north, principally from New York and New ' 
England. The southern people were generally poor; they/ 
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vero such as were not able to own slayes in a slave State, and 
who came here to avoid slavery. A poor white man in a slave 
State, is of little more importance, in the eyes of the wealthy, 
than the negroes. Hie very negroes of the rich call such poor 
persons " poor white follcs." The wealthy immigrant from the 
slave States rarely came here. He moved to some new slave 
State, to which he could take his negroes. The consequence 
was, that our southern settlements presented but few specimens 
of the more wealthy, enterprising, intellectual, and cultivated 
people from the slave States. Those who did oome were a 
very good, honest, kind, hospitable people, unambitious of 
wealdi, and great lovers of ease and social enjoymMit 

The settlers from the North, not being debarred by our Con- 
stitution from bringing their property with them, were of a Af- 
ferent class. Tlic northeni part of the State wa& settled in the 
first instance by wealthy farmers, entvrprisiog merdiaiits. mil- 
lers, and manufacturers. They made farms, built mills, churdt- 
cs, school-houFci, towns, and cities ; and made roa<ls and bridges 
as if by magic ; so that although the settlements in the southern 
part of the State are twenty, thirty, forty, and fif^y yo;irs in ad- 
viiiiee, on the score of age, yet are tlu^y ten years behind in 
point of wealth, and all the appliances of a higher civilization. 

This of itself was cause enough for discord betwet-n the two 
ends of tl»o State. The people of the south entertained a most 
tiespicablo opinion of their northern iieijjhlHirs. T)iey had never 
seen the genuine Yankiv, Tliey had sci-n a skinnins;. traffick- 
ing, luid tricky race of pedlers fr\->in New Eujiland, who nnioh 
infested the West oiul Svuith with tin w;irv, small assortments 
of nicrcluuidise, and wiwhIcii eiixk> ; and they sni^jHwed that 
the whole i.f the New En^ihind |KH>ple Wen? like these sptx'i- 
nieiia. nicv forineil the opinion iliat a genuine Yankee was a 
cloao, miserly, dialumc-i. «i<lfi-li J^'^ter of money, void of gwi- 
rrooily, hoapiulity, or uiiv of the kindlier feelings of human 
iiatiin-. The uorthem people fcrnied etjually as uu&vorabla 
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an opinion of their southern neighbors. The northern man 
believed the southerner to be a long, lank, lean, lazy, and igno- 
rant animal, but little in advance of the savage state ; one who 
was content to squat in a log-cabin, with a large family of ill- 
fed and ill-clothed, idle, ignorant children. The truth was, both 
parties were wrong. There is much natural shrewdness and 
sagacity in the most ignorant of the southern people ; and they 
are generally accumulating property as fast as any people can 
who had so little to begin with. The parties are about equal 
in point of generosity and liberality, though these virtues show 
themselves in each people in a different way. The southerner 
is perhaps the most hospitable and generous to individuals. 
He is lavish of his victuals, his liquors, and other personal fa- 
vors. But the northern man is the most liberal in contributing 
to whatever is for the public benefit. Is a school-house, a 
bridge, or a church to be built, a road to be made, a school or 
a minister to be maintained, or taxes to be paid for the honor 
or support of government, the northern man is never found 
wanting. 

This misconception of character was the cause of a good deal/;' 
of misunderstanding. The great canal itself, from Lake Mich- 
igan to the Illinois river, was opposed by some at an early day, 
for fear it would open a way for flooding the State with Yan- 
kees. Even as popular a man as the late Lieutenant-Governor 
Kinney, opposed it in a speech in the Senate on this ground. 
He said the Yankees spread everywhere. He was looking 
daily for them to overrun this State. They could be found in 
every country on the globe ; and one strong proof to him that 
John Qeves Symmes was wrong in his theory of the earth, 
was, that if such an opening at the north pole as that theory 
supposed really existed, the Yankees would have had a big 
wagon road to it long before its discovery by Mr. Symmes. 
This want of concord in the two races of people was unfavor- 
able to the adoption of the wisest means for public relief. In 
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framing a wise policj for the future, the success of the canal in 
the north was one indispensable item. But because it was io 
the north, and for no other reason that 1 can discover, it was 
liable to olijiction m other quarters. 

Another obstacle of a like character was to be found in the 
motives, aini«. and designs of politicians. As yet the people 
rarely elected members of the l(^L'i>lature with reference to any 
welMefined notions of Stat.- policy. .\s I have *aid before, 
both parties were so thoroughly [•arti'uui upon the great con- 
tests upon national questions, that local aflairs were but little 
considered. Sometimes some question about the removal of a 
county seat, or the division of a county, might iiiilu.'nce an elec- 
tion. As between the different parties it seemed to be more 
important to know whether a eimdidate for the lejrisLiture was 
for or against a United Stitos Bank, a protective tariff, internal 
improvements by the f.-.lrral p'^venimont, or di^itributing the 
proceeds of the public lands; in fine, t>^ know whether he was 
a whig or a democrat, than to know his opinions of State poli- 
tics. Of all the local questions calculated to influence eler'!i<'n<s 
that of the banks. I believe^ was the only one which was gen- 
erally considered. 

But the great prevailing principle upon which each party 
acted in selecting candidates for office wasi, to get populiir men- 
Men who had made themselves agreeable to the peviple by a 
continual show of friondsliip and condr-«?ension ; men who werw 
loved for thoir ipiifty, cheerfulness, apparent goodness <tf boart, 
and agrooable niaiuu-r-;. Surly and stubborn wisdom stood no 
duuuv for office. The proud and h;iiighly were proscribed. 
The scripture |>ri>verb, '• Be humble that ye may bo cialted." 
wn.H undcrstao<l altogether in a politioal »hi>«. 

One would tliink that nature 1urs.li" had fitttvl out and indi- 
cate<l those w1k> weri> to be the g.'vemors of this ci>untrv ; that 
in nuikiii); some men mild, humble, amiable, obliging, and txm- 
deiu<ending, in other words, in fitting son)o men to be popular 
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and others to be unpopular, Providence itself had selected our 
rulers. This, however, would be a mistake. There are hun- 
dreds of popular men who have none of these gifts by nature. 
I have known numbers who in spite of nature could be kind, 
humble, friendly, and agreeable, as the best. These are talents 
which can be acquired by a diligent practice. A friend of mine 
once informed me that he intended to be a candidate for the 
legislature, but would not' declare himself until within a few 
days of the election, and assigned as a reason, " that it was so 
very hard to be ' clever ' for a long time at once." This same 
man by dint of practice afterwards acquired the art of being 
" clever " all the time. Of all the talents which most recom- 
mends a man to his friends is that of being merry, and of 
laughing agreeably. Even this may be acquired. I have seen 
hundreds of men who were morose, serious, sour, and even 
sulky by nature, commence by forcing themselves into merri- 
ment and laughter, and so go on that in process of time it takes 
the nicest discernment to determine whether their oachinations 
are genuine or counterfeit. 

Politicians generally knew better how to get an oiEce than 
how to perform its duties. Statesmanship was but little 
studied ; and indeed there is this difference all the world over, 
between a statesman and a mere politician, that the true states- 
man looks to his whole country ; he devises a system of meas- 
ures, he sees the connection of one measure with another, and 
he makes them all work together for the common good ; 
whilst the mere politician busies himself altogether in selfish 
projects to get office without caring much for the policy or 
measures he advocates after he gets into power. If he dabbles 
in measures at all he confines himself to something local or 
temporary, or to measures of mere party ; he is a one-idea 
man, for the view of his mind can never take in the whole field 
of public interest. Hitherto in Illinois the race of politicians 
has been more numerous and more popidar with the people, 
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tban the race of statesmen. The main reason of this has been, 
that too many people vote to elect men as a &Tor to the officer, 
not with a view to require service from them. He elections 
have been made upon the principle that the officer is to be 
served, not the people. 

Many of these politicians in the legislature made it a rule to 
vote against all new measures, about which the opinions of the 
people were unknown ; shrewdly calculating that if sudi a 
measure passed and became popular, no one would inquire who 
had opposed it ; but if it turned out to be unpopular, then they 
could show i>y the journals that the}' had voted against it. 
And if the measure &iled of success and became popular, the 
members who opposed it excused theniviw-s to the people by 
pretending ignorance of the will of their constituent-, and by 
promising to be in its favor if again elected. 

This kind of policy is said to have originated with John 
Grammar, long a representativo or senator from Union county, 
lie was elected to tho territorial legislature about the ye«r 
IMIG, and was continued in the legislature mot oi' the time for 
twenty years. It is said that when ho was first elected, lackitig 
the apparel necessary for a meiuber, he and his sous gathered 
a large quantity of bazle-nuts, which were taken to the I'tiio 
Saline and Mold i<>r cloth to make a coat and pantaloons The 
cloth was tho blue strouding used by the Indian-- for breech- 
cloths. When it was brought homo the neighboring women 
wore assombled to make up the garment- of the new member. 
The cloth was measured every way, oi •>», lengthwise, .-md fnnn 
corner to corner, but still tlu> punling truth l^f>pelared that the 
pattern wns scant, Tlie wv>iuen cvtncluded lo make of it n vorv 
dtort Imb-tailed o»«it, and a long pair of leggins, which Unng 
linisluHl, and Mr. Urainmar arrayt-d in thoin. he started for 
KaskiiMkia, tho seat of guvemmont- Here he continued to wear 
his loggins over au old latten>d garmejit until tbe pvwtrj- bill 
(a partial appropriation) passed, when ho provided himself with 
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a pair of breeches. Mr. Grammar was a man who could 
neither read nor write, and yet he had the honor to originate a 
practice which has been much followed by men of more pre- 
tensions. 

Such demagognism could not succeed in any very enlighten- 
ed country. The Valley of the Mississippi had so constantly 
increased in numbers, so far beyond the means of education, 
that it is doing ourselves no injustice to admit that there is 
some ignorance amongst us. But this evil must be corrected ; 
education must be more encouraged ; knowledge must be made 
more abundant ; more of the people must be taught the power 
of thinking. An elevated, numerous democracy must be cre- 
ated, which shall destroy the power of the few who monopolize 
intellect. Intellectual power is power of the most fearful kind ; 
and it is folly to talk of " equal rights and equal laws" where 
some few have it and the many have it not. Where this is the 
case, it is folly to talk of self-government. An ignorant people 
who attempt self government, are, by a fixed law of nature, ob- 
liged to fail in the attempt ; they may think that they govern'\ 
themselves, when they are only led by the nose by their dema- 
gogues. A government of demagogues is only better than 
anarchy. 

The members of the legislature, after having been elected, 
feeling victorious and triumphant over their adversaries at home, 
come up to the seat of government in a happy state of exulta- 
tion of mind and self-complacency, which make the compliments 
and flattery with which they are received most soothing and 
agreeable. The whole world of aspirants for office comes with 
them. A speaker of the lower house, and officers of the two 
houses, are to be elected, the first thing. For these offices 
there are many candidates. I have known more than a hundred 
candidates for door-keepers of the two houses. Besides these, 
there are numerous candidates for secretaryships and clerkships. 
The members exhibit themselves in public places, where they 
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can be approadi«d, complimented, flattered, supplicated, and 
teaaed, by the several aspirants for office, who fly round from 
one member to another, with great glee and activity, making 
themselves agreeable, untU after the election. After these elec- 
tions are over, there is, in two sessions out of three, an I nited 
States Senator to be elected ; and every session the legislature 
elects an auditor of public accounts, State treasurer, public print- 
er, attorney-general, and States' attorneys for the several cir- 
cuits; and fills vacancies on the bench of judges. Hiese elec- 
tions are not all brought on at onoe, but a few of them at a 
time only, so as to keep a number of aspirants at the seat of 
government during the whole session, and husband the import- 
ance of the members of the legislature, which in a great meas- 
ure would be expended and gone by more prompt action in di^ 
posing of the seekers for oflice. 

It is during a session of the legislature that all political ai^ 
mngements are made for the next campaign. Here it is decid- 
ed who are to be the next candidates for governor and United 
States Senator, and who to go to Congress from the various 
districts. It is true that conventions are afterwards held to make 
the nominations in conformity to what is here agtocd ; and here 
too it is determined who are to be recommended iIt office to 
the general government. Howevor much the members of the 
legislature may lack in learmng, they are generally shrewd, 
sensible men, who, from their knowledge of human nature, and 
tact in managing the masses, are anu^iiirst the master spirits of 
their sovera! counties. They are such generally as have culti- 
vnleil the arts of |Hi]>ul.'»rity ; know how to Khake kimls with 
the appeuriuiw of ct>rvliality and Iriondship ; are g<x>d-nattired 
nml social ; jhx«scks n talent for smiling and laughing in a ple.is- 
ing way ; and of siiying agreeable ihinirs io convors.stion. Hie 
gn-at majority of them ar\< linnl with an ambition, either to get 
Ixu'k to tlie U^ialatnro, or to lie oKvted or appointed to some 
other uflioe. n>i» put> them u|H>n the alert to preserve their 
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popularity. New measures are considered more with reference 
to the reception they may meet -with at home than to their util- 
ity or wisdom. The question in such a case is, how will such a 
measure take with the people 1 how can an adversary, in Ms 
own or the opposite party, build an objection on it to the mem- 
ber who has voted for or against it 1 and how is it to affect his 
next election, or his party standing? Many members thus 
guess their way through a whole session ; and experience has 
proved that they have oftener guessed wrong than right ; for a 
fifth part of them never get back to the legislature, and those 
who do are such as consider the wisdom and soundness of meas- 
ures, such as have the courage, the ability, and go home with 
the determination, to defend their acts, by an appeal to the judg- 
ments of their fellow citizens. 

Very many public men, for the sake of present popularity, 
do wrong knowingly, to secure future power, which they may 
never get. If it were the practice for no one ever " to seek or 
decline office," to be Contented without it, and to accept it as a 
mere duty, then there would be no motive to do wrong, but 
every motive to do good,, during a short continuance of power. 
But this I fear can never be carried out in practice. The office- j 
seeking propensity is wonderful indeed ; there seems to be no • 
sufficient reason for it. Office is not clothed with the profit, 
power, or honor to make it desirable for either. We every day 
see private men who are more honored and wealthy than any 
who are in office. In our government, the jealousy of liberty 
disarms all offices of power ; the popular notions of economy 
will not allow them to be profitable ; nearly one half the peo- 
ple in party times, so far from honoring a public officer, take a 
pleasure in despising him ; and the leaders among his own polit- 
ical friends, unless he is the great leader of a party, will take 
care that he shall not have much credit. 

The out-door politicians, who are called " lobby members," 
and who come up to the seat of government for office, are much 
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like the members themselves, except that thej are more talent- 
ed and cunning. Tley are men who take to politics as a trade, 
and business, and means of living. "Dtej seek to control the 
legislature in the disposal of offices, and are themaelvee divided 
into a hundred little cliques and fiutions, working with or 
against each other, as concurrence or opposition may be most 
advantageous. 

A fxjpular member of the lobby is apt to be some lawyer 
who practices in several counties. He g^a acquainted with the 
Kading men of his party in each county. He aids in getting 
popular men nominated as candidates for Uie l^islature. He 
makes speeches for the cause, and aids his firioids to be elected. 
As he is naturally superior to them, it is no wonder if they look 
to him for advice and assistance in performing tbeir arduous 
duties. By such means be will contrive to control four or five 
members of the legislature. This he wiU make l^nown to all 
the world but the members tbemaelves. He is then looked to 
OS a man ot' importance. He has so maiiy transferable votes 
in the legislature. He is oourted, caressed, and promised sup- 
port in his own views, in return for his countenance to the pro- 
jects of others. A lobby member will make but a poor figtue 
without some sudi capital ; and as he comes to the seat of gov- 
cniment only as a seeker of office, he never troubles himself 
about mea^irca, unless they are strictly of a party character. 
OtJu'T great measurm which may make or ruin the country, he 
takes no interest in, unless they can be made bdpers to office. 
In and out of tiie legislature, the maohiuery of government is 
n\on> considered than the mc*suri>s of government, TTie fro- 
(]iioiit legislative cltvtions ; the running to and fro of the various 
i-liques and fiictiona, before oaoh eloction ; the anxiety of mem- 
bers for their popularity at home; the sett lenient of plans to 
control future oKvtions, to sustain the party in power, on the 
one aide, and to overthrow it, on the part of the minority, ab- 
•orb nearly the whole attention of the legislature, and leav« but 
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little disposition or time to be devoted to legitimate legislation. 
So much is this the case, that the most important measures, such 
as may have the greatest influence upon the well-being of the 
present and all future generations, pass through the two houses, 
or are rejected, almost without debate, and frequently without 
notice. Of the many common-school laws which have passed 
our legislature, I have never known. but one which called forth 
any general interest. 

There are two kinds of professional politicians ; though they 
both aim at the same thing, — the acquisition of office. The one 
sort are clever, timid, moderate, and accommodating; the other 
kind are bold, sanguine, and decided. The first sort wUl agree 
for the time being, to anything, and with anybody. These men 
aim to be afiable, pleasant, facetious, and agreeable. They 
make it a matter of calculation never to contradict, to advocate 
no opinion,' to give no ofienoe, to make no enemies, and to be 
amiable and agreeable to all. They are called by the others 
" mUk and water men," and are much despised by the bold, 
decided, ultraist. Sometimes the " mDk and water" man has 
the advantage ; for as he swims and slides easily and smoothly 
along, never contradicting, accommodating to all, and friendly 
to all, he has frequently to be taken up in party contests, as the 
" most available candidate." The other sort of professed poli- 
ticians are the men of energy and action. They are the fore- 
most in the fight with the common enemy. They are the ora- 
tors for the people; the writers for the newspapers; the 
organizers and disciplinarians of party; the denouncers of 
treachery and defection ; and work night and day for victory 
in the party contests. They are always much despised by the 
opposite party in poiitios ; and are always selected as especial 
objects of abuse and detraction. The minority party frequently 
have credit enough to destroy the popularity of a champion of 
the enemy, even with his own party. He is hated among the 
best men of his opponents. These opponents may have no di- 

13 
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rect political inflooice out of their own ranks; but many of 
them are credited as gentlemen of veracity ; their statements 
in relation to mere persons are believed even br politick op- 
ponents. These statements, though often prompted by political 
hatred, are uttered boldly, and with an appearance of candor, 
by men who are fair dealers, pf-*^-! neighbors, and known to 
speak the truth in all matters of neighborhood concernment. 
The popularity of the champion is destroyed. He cannot ci t 
all the votes of his own party, and not one from amongst his 
opponents. He is no longer considered t" be an available can- 
didate, and luts to give place, in all doubtful contests, to his in- 
ofTensive "milk and water" compatriot. For it is a rale with 
all parties to select only such candidates as can get the largest 
vote. 

A politician, however, of the decided, sanguine kind, if be is 
a man of sense and tact, if he knows how ttr to t"^ in the ad- 
vocacy of his own party, and when to stop ; if he knows how to 
abuse the opposite party, without giving personal offence ; is in 
the surest road to ad>-ancement. This kind of pol'tician is most 
usually for extreme in.asiiri <. Nothing moderate will suit 
him. He must be in advance of cverjbody else. He aims to 
be a leader; and to be one be thinks he must be ahead in 
every thini;. In the deraocnitie party he is an ultra'^t ; he can 
hardly find measures sufficiently democratic to siiit Wm. He 
is a tactician, a diseiplinnrian : over Wlongs to ■^■■rac organixa- 
Hon; iiiver bolts a noraimiili'ii, aiul novor vot<s against his 
own party. In the w his; party, he is an old federalist ; he has 
no confulenco in the p«>ople lor self.govcmment ; he is in &vor 
of a property qualification lor electors, and is always against 
ilii< dcmoonits, rij;ht or wronj;. and against over\ thing demo- 
crat io, and firmly lu-liovos all the time that the country is just 
going to be ruini\l. But in whatever party he may be, when- 
<Mr that |virty is dominant, ho aims to b« considered a better 
] arty man, to work truer in the party hameas than anyone 
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else, and if he can so distinguish himself, he mounts at once to 
the leadership. All the active office-seeking tribe are first his 
allies, and afterwards his followers. It is a fact well known, 
that one party is governed by the office-holders, and the other 
by the office-hunters. 

Under such circumstances it would be strange indeed if there 
had been much disposition anywhere to make the future pros- 
perity of the State a consideration paramount to all others.* 

Before I came into office, the public mind was settled on 
nothing as the future policy of the State. The people of Bond 
county, as soon as the internal improvement system passed, 
had declared in a public meeting, that the system must lead to 
taxation and utter ruin ; that the people were not bound to pay 
any of the d^bt to be contracted for it ; and that Bond county 
would never assist in paying a cent of it. Accordingly, they 
refused to pay taxes for several years. When the system went 
down, and had left the State in the ruinous condition predicted 
by the Bond county meeting, many people remembered that 
there might be a question raised as to the obligation of pay- 
ment. Public men everywhere, of all parties, stood in awe of 
this question ; there was a kind of general silence as to what 
should be done. No one could foresee what would be popular 
or unpopular. The two great political parties were watching 
each other with eagle eyes, to see that one should not get the 
advantage of the other. The whigs, driven to desperation by 
repeated ill success in elections, were many of them in favor of 
repudiation as a means of bettering their party. The Sangar 
mon Journal and the Alton Telegraph, the two leading whig 

* When Galena was first settled, it 18 said that the only question 
asked concerning a new comer was, whether he would steal or not? 
If it was answered that he would not steal, he was considered a very 
honest man. So in elections it was now asked only whether a candi- 
date was a whig or a democrat ? If the answer to this was satisfactory, 
the candidate was considered to be safe and a great statesman. 
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nevgpapers of the State, boldly took ground that the debt never 
could and never would be paid, and that it was of no use to aaj 
anything more about it. Very many democrat-^ were in &Tor 
of the same course, for fear of loaing the power the democrado 
party already possessed. It was thought to be a very danger- 
ous subject to meddlt' with. At a democratic convention which 
nominated Mr. Snyder for governor, a resolution against repu- 
diation, offered by Mr. .\ni<>ld of Chicago, was laid on the table 
by an overwhelming vote of the conventaoo, so as not to com- 
mit the party one way or the other. It was evident that this 
was to be a troublesome question : and a great many of the 
politicians on both !<ides were as ready to take one side ot'it »a 
the other -, and their choice depoided upon whidi might finally 
appear to be m<j>{ popular. The wfaigs were afraid if they ad- 
vocated the debt-paying p<">licy, the democrats would take the 
other side, and leave the whigs no chance of ever ooming into a 
majority. And the democr:its feared that if they advocated a 
correct policy, the ether aide might be more popular, and might 
be taken h\ the whigs. I sj.oak mhI v of the leaders of partitrs, 
amongst whom on all sidtvs there was a strong suspicion th^^ 
repudiation iuii:)it be more popular than taxation. 

K is my solemn belief that when I came into oflice, I had the 
power to make Illinois a repudiating State. It is true 1 was not 
tlio leader of any party ; but my positioD .i-s J^)vemor would 
have given me leadership enough to have carried the demo- 
cratic |i;irty, exivpt in a few counties in the north, in &vor of 
ropuiUation. If 1 had merely si.hhI still and doD« nothing, the 
result would have been the same. In that c«se a majority of 
both jiarties would have Uxl to either acti>-e or passive repudia- 
tion. The poliUcians on neither side, without a bold I««k1 to 
the contrarj-, h\ some one high in office, would never have 
dared to ri.ik their |H.j.ul,>riiy by U-ing the lirst to advix«te an 
Inoroaao of taxes to bo paid by a tax-haling peopla. 

Suol* wore the people and such were the great maas of pditi- 
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eians of the State of Illinois in 1842. In general, the legisla- 
ture meant to do right, and to do the best for the country ; but 
here, as everywhere else, there were serious obstacles to con- 
tend with before the policy of the country, in reference to the 
deplorable state of public affairs, could be settled upon the best 
footing. I have already said that every one had a plan of his 
Own to restore the State to prosperity ; and it may not be im- 
proper to devote a page or two to some of them. 

All parties proposed some mode of putting the banks into 
liquidation, except a few whigs and a very few democrats, who 
would have been willing to compel them to a resumption of 
specie payments, and continue their business. Of those who 
were in favor of winding them up, a small portion declared in 
favor of repealing their charters ; of the appointment of com- 
missioners on the part of the State, who were to take charge of 
their specie and other effects, pay their debts, and collect what 
was due to them. But much the larger portion finally favored 
a compromise, by means of which the State would at once be 
paid for its stock, or nearly so ; and the banks would settle 
their business and go out of existence under the direction of 
their own officers. The State Bank held $1,750,000 of State 
bonds, and $294,000 in Auditor's warrants, together with scrip 
amounting in the whole to $2,100,000, which it was willing to 
surrender at once, and dissolve all further connection with the 
State. The bank at Shawneetown was willing to surrender a halt 
a-million immediately, and to engage to pay the residue on a 
short credit. This bank held $469,998 in Auditor's warrants,' 
which were to be surrendered as a part of the first payment. 

There was no party in the legislature of 1842-'3, in favor of 
an immediate increase of taxation to pay interest on the public 
debt. Many there were who wanted to do nothing for five 
or ten years ; and to trust to luck and accident for the means 
of improvement. There were a very few who were in favor 
of repudiating the whole debt of the State, who denied the 
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power of the leg^Iatnre to bind Ae people by contracting it; 
and who were in favor of giving up to the public creditor all 
the property purchased with the borrowed money, and all the 
public works constructed by it, as aU that ever could or ought 
to be done in the way of payment But the great majority of 
the legislnture held different opinions. ResolutiMis were passed 
which clearly stated the inabilitv of the State to meet its en- 
gagements, and fullv recognized our moral and legal obligation 
to provide f ir ultimate payment. The pay immediately was 
out of the question. Heavy taxation then would have depopu- 
lated the country, and the debt would never be paid. 

The State had purchased 42,000 acres of land under the in- 
ternal improvement system ; the United Stntcs had given us 
210,000 acres more under the distribution law of 1S41 ; we 
owned 230,467 acres of canal lands, and 3,491 town lots in 
Chicago and other towns on the canal ; we owned what work 
had been done on the canal itself; and various piec^: of unfut- 
ished railroad in all parts lA the Staio. And we also owned a 
large quantity of railroad iron, and the stock in the banks. This 
property was our only resource, short of taxation to pay the 
whole debt, and it became us t-> apply it to the best advantage. 

One party pr<>|<oscd that an offer to the public crtnlii.^rs 
slunilil be made of this property upon condition that they would 
finish the canal, and a.-< many of the railroads as they might 
choose to finisU, mid grant an acquittance of the whole debt by 
a surrender oi" public '-<-ouritie«. It was evident that this plan 
could not succeed. Many of the St.iio bonds were held in trust 
for orphans and for charitable purpoai^ The holders of sudt 
coulil not consent to, atid if they did, they ixmld not cvmply 
with such nn nrnuij^>mcnt. But the larger portion of our debt 
was owiiod by ht«vy ciipiijUista, whoN>- busiiu^v. it was to lend 
iiioMoY to Siut»>s luul nations, on a nierv» ploiliro of the publio 
fiUth. It was ol<>iir that this elaaa could bettex afford to k>sc all 
wo owed tlicm than to set the example of such a oompromise 
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to the borrowing -world. If they made such an arrangement 
with Illinois, they must soon expect similar propositions from 
all other indebted States. Such an example would be conta- 
gious,, and would put an end to their business of lending by de- 
stroying the only security a nation can give — ^an unsullied pub- 
lic faith. 

There were some few persons who were in favor of repudiat- 
ing the whole debt, of setting the moral sense of mankind at 
defiance, and of absolutely doing nothing, and worse than no- 
thing ; for they proposed, that in winding up the banks, by a 
total repeal of their charters, the public securities held by these 
institutions, and which they were willing to surrender to the 
State, in payment of its stock, should be put into the market 
and sold as assets ; and that if, after payment of the debts of 
the banks, anything should be left, to be divided among the 
stockholders, the share coming to the State should be used to 
purchase an equal sum in bonds. 

During the summer of 1843, Justin Butterfield, an eminent 
la-fryer of Chicago, had. conversed -with Arthur Bronson,* one 

Extract of a letter from George R. Babcock, Esq., of the city of 
Buffalo, N. T., to Justin Butterfield, Esq., of Chicago, Ulinois : 

. . . . " I have a distinct rememhrance that Mr. Bronson spoke 
to you in the summer of 1842 at Chicago, on the subject of the unfinish- 
ed canal ; and asked if anything to render available the large expendi- 
ture -which had been made upon ; and to rescue the credit of the State 
from the abyss in -which it was plunged. You replied, in substance, 
that the work would sooner or later be resumed ; that a State so large 
and containing such elements of futnre greatness as Illinois, would at 
some day not distant complete a work so essential to its prosperity, 
and that the canal and the canal lands would reimburse the cost of its 
construction. Mr. Bronson seemed gratified to find you so sanguine in 
your, expectations, and invited you to meet him at the Lake House that 
evening, to confer farther on the subject of its details. In the evening 
there was a long discussion, mainly between Mr. Bronson and yourself, 
of the project, which, as I understand it, has been subsequently carried 
out by the State and its creditors. The leading feature of the plan, as 
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of the great capitalists of New Yoric, who was interested in our 
State stocks, and a laige laad-holder in the northern part of the 
State. Mr. Bronson was said to be a man of fine talents, deqv 
ly skilled in finance, and to possess the confidence of c^italista 
both in Europe and America. Mr. Butterfield saggeeted to Mr. 
Bronson that if the canal property oould be conveyed in trust, 
to secure a new advance ff memey, and if the State creditors 
could be assured that the State intended to do something by 
way of taxation or otherwise, to sustain its credit, something 
might be done to obtain money to complete the canal ; which 
was agreed t<> by ^[^. Bronson. Mr. Butterfield repeated this 
conversation to Mr. Michael Ryan; and Mr. Ryan, being aftei^ 
wards at New York, became acquainted with Mr. Bronson, Mr. 
Lcavitt, and other wealthy persons of the eastern cities, and of 
London. A plan was then devised, and approved by them, in 
pursiuuice of the suggestions of Mr. Butterfield, to the effect 

I r«ooUMt it, WH to iodoce the bond-liolderi to xfTsof* the lands nc- 
cMUiry to compI«t« th* eanal. by a pledge* of tba euial, it» Imnds, and 
rcTenuM, for the payment of the adruiecv and n atipaUtcd priority of 
the payment of tht stork* then hdd by the persons so "'^'"g the ad- 
TSDce : while those rtvditon who refused to contribnte verc to be post- 
poned until the prvferred debt shoald be disrharged. I cannot say who 
•uggeated this plan, as I was not in the room when the conrenation roni- 
meneed. Mr. Bronson freqncntly expressed (t*n that the foreifo bond- 
holder* would regard the offered priority as a lure to obtain mors oaah, 
as well as a tnmd on those of their frllow snfferera who ahould not 
make th<> required adranee. For this reason, I am of opinion that the 
plan was not suggested by Mr. Bronson. .... 

"Gnocffli K Btacotm.' 

It is due to Mr. Butterfield t« say, that he menttoaed this plan of 
):dting money for the eanal, and of the fbregoing cnnTersation with Mr. 
Bronson, some oonaiderable time before Ryan's visit to New York in 
the fall of 1841. Mr. Butterfield aW^ is entitled to the rrmlit of draw 
iiiR the oanal liill of lst8-*a, which was much more perfect when it 
como fhHD hi* hands than after it had passed the legislature 
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that the holders of canal bonds would advance $1,600,000 (the 
sum reported to be necessary by the chief engineer) to com- 
plete the canal. In return for which, the State was to convey 
the canal property in trust, to secure the new loan, as well as 
for the ultimate payment of the whole canal debt ; and was to 
lay some moderate tax to pay some portion of the accruing in- 
terest on the whole debt. 

Intimately connected with the success of this plan was the 
legislation we might adopt on the subject of the banks. If we 
proceeded with an insane violence, by repealing their charters, 
at the very moment that we were chartering a company and in- 
viting the investment of money to complete the canal, we could 
expect no less than to frighten capitalists away from the under- 
taking. We would show thetn at once that we professed to have 
the power, and in all probability would exercise it, to repeal 
the new one as well as the old. But there were a part of the 
democrats who believed in the right of the legislature to repeal 
all acts of incorporation, as well private as public. They had 
been fighting on this question for years, and now was a good 
opportunity for putting it in force. The banks were odious to 
the people for long-continued and repeated delinquencies. It 
was certain to be popular to be in favor of the most extreme 
measures against them; so that when it became a question 
whether they should be strangled to death by slow degrees, or 
delivered over to be scalped and tomahawked with barbarian 
ferocity, many of the professional politicians decided for the 
most ultra course. This course was indeed the best for the 
politician, but it was the worst for the country. The politician 
might increase his reputation in his party, he might earn the 
name of a smashing democrat, but the canal would never be 
made, and nothing would be done to restore the public credit. 

Gov. Carlin, my immediate predecessor, though confessedly an 
honest man in his private dealings, recommended repeal in his 
valedictory message. When he first came to the seat of gov- 

13* 
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emment, he showed me his message, recommending wise, jost, 
nnd honorable measures to the banks. He also showed me 
what he had prepared on the subject of repeal, assuring me 
that he had decided not to put it in. But shortly afterwards 
some of the ultraists got hold of him, and induced him to alter 
his message, by recommending repeal. This recommen<lntion 
embarrassed me th»n, and has embairaii^ed me ever since. 
Here was a respectable recommendation of something more 
ultra than I thought was warranted by the best interests of the 
State. It gave countenance to the ultraists ; they could rally 
around it, — win a character for stem and infleiible democrats. 
It at once put them ahead of the new governor and his friends. 
By the way, I will here remark, that it i> the constant trick of 
the wily, artful politician, to affect ultraism. Many of them 
are without talents or merits of any other s« .rt ; and if they 
were not a little ahead of everybody else in espo«isin<: ejttreme 
measures, there would be nothing of them at all. Oov. Cariin 
also, in his last message, despaired of the canal. He had not the 
genius to see how money might be raisol to complete it, except 
by petitioning Congress for an increased donation of land, then 
certain never to be granted. 

There was quite a [virty out of the leinslaturo cjcpectants of 
office, and others wtio hoped that if the banks were repealed 
out of existence and put into forcible Iiqui<l:i;io«i, <ome of them 
might bo appointed commissioners, and put in charge ol' their 
spoeio and etTecta. It w.-ts known tliat if the bank debt-- were 
l>aid fro rata, a larj;e amount oi" sj^vie would remain on hand 
for a vfiir or more; the use of whioh could be made proiitable 
in tlio meantime. Then there werv to be bank altonievs and 
agents in e<>llecting and securing debt.^ ; and the whole would 
furnish a hnnilsiime piokiui; fur tlie butzards and v>ilturx-s who 
hang about lobliies and surround legislaiurMi 

At for niysoU I decided at once in &vor of a compn'traise -. 
and I gave notice to all theae greedy expectants of office who 
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were hanging arojmd with eyes straining to devour their sub- 
stance, that if the hanks were repealed, and the appointment of 
commissioners were vested in me, none of them could expect 
an appointment. This I know cooled some of them. 

This was the most important suhjeot which came before the 
legislature of 1842. State stock to the amount of 13,100,000 
was at stake ; the canal depended upon it ; and it may be worth 
while to give a short statement of the argument on each side of 
the question. 

It was said in favor of repeal that the batiks had so many 
times baffled the legislature, the most decisive steps ought to 
be taken with them, so as to put them to an end at once. The 
legislature ought to make sure work of it once, now that they 
were assembled and had the power. The fact that they had 
violated their charters was notorious ; the decision of which 
ought not to be left to the doubtful chance of a suit at law in 
the courts. That the charters ought to be repealed totally, so 
as forever to prevent the chance of their revival or resurrection 
by any future legislature. The bonds held by the banks ought 
to be sold to help pay their debts. The State as a stockholder, 
had no more right than another to be paid for its stock and re- 
tire from the concern Jaefore the bank debts were paid. The 
specie would never be paid out pro rata ; the circulation had 
been purchased and was now held by private stockholders, who 
would refuse to present it for payment, in hopes that another 
legislature would renew their charters. The most stringent 
laws might be passed for the government of the banks, yet ex- 
perience had shown that as long as they had life they would set 
all laws at defiance as soon as the Assembly adjourned ; and 
the legislature would have to do at the next session what they 
had omitted to do now. The compromise proposed was a bad 
bargain for the State. The stock was worth more than the 
bonds ; the assets of the banks were amply sufficient to pay all 



300 HISTOBT OF ILLmOIS. 

their debts, and a dividend to the State as a stockholder, which 
would greatly exceed the value of these bonds. 

On the side of a compromise it was argued that if the banks 
had ever baffled the legislature, it was in the day of their power 
when their bills were in credit, and they had money to lend to 
individuals and to pay the legislature. In the day of their 
power they had friends, many of whom were the first to desert 
them in their troubles and weakness. They were shorn of their 
strength. Hiere were none so poor now as to do them rever- 
ence. It was folly to talk of the power of a broken bank in 
universal discredit with the people. They were too deeply and 
generally despised for any legislature of any party to revive 
them. It was just as likely that the internal improvement sys- 
tem would bo reTived. It would be the height of fidly to md- 
fer the bonds held by the banks U> be sold. At present they 
were selling for only fourteen ii-nis on the dollar. If #2.500.- 
000 were added to those already in the market, the price must 
be greatly reduced. * If we rqeoled an offer to get them up at 
once on such favorable terms, and depended on a doubtful divi- 
dend to re-purd>ase them at a discount, if we declared it our 
policy to go into the market like a common swindler to pui^ 
chase our own paper at less than its &oe, the whole world 
would know that we never intended to pay one cent of the pub- 
lic debt. A sale imder such circum!4ancrs would be of but 
little use to the banks or their creditors, but would subject the 
State to certain loss or disgrace. 

n»e advocates of re^ieal say that the Itanks are insolvent, and 
oniiiiot pay their debts if the bonds are not sold : in the nojct 
breath ili<-v say that the Staio is making a bad bai^ain: that 
the stock i;) worth more than the bonds, when it ia plain that 
till' stock ia worth notliing, unless the Ivuiks p«y everv dollar 
of tJicir debt. But the truth is, the banks can p«y their debts, 
and will have something loft for the stookholdan. The credit- 
ors are in no danger of eventual loss. But if repeal is to swy 
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ceed ; if their specie and other effects are to be given in charge 
to public officers ; neither creditors nor stockholders may ever 
get anything. Who are these public officers to be ? Are they 
to be the public officers who mismanaged the old State Bank 
of 1821, and lost to the State more than its entire capital ? Are 
they to be some of the late fund commissioners, whose blun- 
ders saddled the State with a million and a half of dollars in 
debt, for which the first cent was neyer received ? Are they 
to be the commissioners of the board of public works, whose 
reckless squandering' of the public moneys will be memorable 
while time lasts 1 Or are they to be any of the same descrip- 
tion of persons ? And more particularly, are they to be taken 
from the hangers-on about, the seat of government? We have 
had enough in our history of the management of money mat- 
ters by public offioera. 

The legislature might repeal, but they were not clothed with 
all the power of this government. ITie banks were determined 
to contest their right to repeal. The Supreme Court of the 
United States had already declared against it in the Dartmouth 
College case. They would get an injunction from the federal 
court against our commissioners. The case wohld be litigated 
for years at home ; it would then be carried to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. It would be years again before a 
final decision, and then it was as likely to be against us as for 
us. la the meantime, if the bank officers were so little to be 
trusted, what security had we that their assets would not be 
devoured by the expenses of litigation, or squandered by dis- 
honesty. 

More than all this, repeal was a violent measure. It was 
calculated to alarm capitalists. We were about to incorporate 
a company to complete the canal. We were not able to do it 
ourselves ; our only hope was in a company. Capitalists, from 
whom alone the money to do it could be expected, would rea- 
sonably conclude that such a government could not be trusted. 
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hangen-on about the scat of government, many of irfiom ex- 
pected, if the banks were repealed and put into forcible liqaida> 
tion, to get some profitable jobs as commissioners and attor- 
neya, Lyman Trumbull, Secretary of State, put himself at the 
head of this opposition. In taking this ground, Mr. TrumbuU 
was probably less inflm rn .^i by a hope of peouiiiary advantage 
to himself^ thaii by a desire to s*.rvc his friends, to be consider^ 
ed a thorongbfioing party man, and by a hatred of McOer- 
nand and Shields, who both fiivored the measure. His quarrel 
with MeClcmand sprung out of his i^^intment to the office of 
Secretary of State two _\ ears before. 

McClemand was a member of the l^:is]ature in IMO, but 
not being an applicant then. Judge Douglass was apptMOted at 
the beginning of the session without opposition. But whoi 
Douglass was elected a judge of the supreme court towards the 
end of the M>«»>ii)n, McClemand incited his fri< lid'^ to get up in 
his &Tor a strong recommendation from the mcml n rs of the 
legialature for the vacant office. It had been much ilie practice 
heretofore for the legislature to dictate to the govenh^r by rec- 
ommendatiiai. A popular man fai fonucr timo would be an 
applicant for an office. He cot his Wends in the legislature to 
sign a request that he might have the appointment. T\e cv^ver- 
nor was feeble, and clothed with but little authority. TTje lecis- 
lature came fresh from the pev>ple, and wcrv clothed with almost 
the entire |>.i«er of juivomiuiiit. Tbcv were s»«.n to return 
again to their Ci'ii-titiifuta If the govi-nior rvi"us.\i to oWiffo 
them, they calumniated and denounced him, and endeavored to 
render him odious to the jVHiplo after their ix'tuni h«miek Be- 
sides this, the legislatiirv povxe^s,d most otxhfi appointing pow- 
er themsolvea. The gvivomor niii;hi w.-ujt »i>me office hiin-*If 
in future, and h«< always liad a number of frioiuis for whose 
sake he desiriHl an inil.i.nce with the aaaeiiibly. In this view, 
tlio governor, for the time Wing, himself was usually obliged to 
I'o a kind of lobby momber \ and not unfrequentiy might be 
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dassed as one of the hangers-on about the seat of government, 
seeking to control the legislature in the bestowment of offices; 
He dreaded the anger of the members, and would do everything 
to please them, or to avoid their displeasiire. In this mode the 
independence of the executive government -was subverted, the two 
houses were tampered with and controlled, and the two branches 
of goveminent, intended to be kept separate in their action, were 
blended and almost amalgamated into one. This will be look- 
ed upon as an evil. But aa there are three distinct wUls to be 
consulted in all matters of legislation, it is perhaps, in the pres- 
ent state of imperfection of himian nature, necessary that they 
should thus mutually operate on each other, in order to produce 
that harmony of action which leads to concurrence in one direc- 
tion. It is true that the executive and legislative powers are in- 
tended to be kept separate, and although they are iu point of 
fact frequently blended into one, yet, jon great occasions, when 
the public liberties might be endangered by their union, the 
power of resistance is still capable of being exerted by each de- 
partment. 

But to go back to the quarrel between McClemand and 
Trumbull. Governor Carlin had aJready allowed the members 
of the legislature and his political friends to dictate to him the 
appointment of McClemand on a former occasion. He had 
lately yielded to similar dictation in the appointment of Doug- 
lass, in opposition to his own wishes ; for he had previously 
proinised the office to Isaac N. Morris, of Qiiincy. He had in 
fact invited Morris to Springfield to receive the appointment. 
But on the arrival of the governor at the seat of government, 
he was saluted with a legislative recommendation in favor of 
Douglass, which at that time, the beginning of the session, he 
was unwilling to refuse. Douglass was appointed; and the 
governor in his turn subsequently used his influence with the 
legislature to get Morris elected to the office of president of the 
board of canal commissioners. 
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But this contest between Mt-Clernand and Trumbull took 
place at tlu- close of the s.ss;.,n. when the govenior bad nothing 
more to hope or to fear from that l^slature, or any other 
during the balance of his torm. Tbis made him more inde- 
pendent, and he now resolved to resist legislatiTe dictation. 

Trwmbull was nominated to the Senate ; and McOemand and 
Shields as immedLitilv went to work in that body to procure 
the rejection of his appfjintnicnt. They came within a vote or 
two of defeating his nomination. 

Ever sin<» this there had been no good feeling between Mo- 
Clemand and Trumbull. .\s S4^><:>n as McClemand took his 
position on the bank '{(u.-tion, Trumbull arrayed himself in op- 
position. He protended that Mt-Qemand's measure was uft 
sufficiently democratic ; in &ct, that nothing could be democratic 
in relation to the banks, but to tear them up and destroy them 
root and branch ; and ha hoped to faston npoB MoCiertuuid the 
im|nitation of being a ''milk and water democrat," and thus 
K>\vor him in the ^timation of the party. At fbc instance of 
Ebenezer Ptvk. the clerk of the supreme court, and some others, 
he put up a notice that he would address the lobby cm the siilv. 
ject in the ovoniiic after the lejiisl.iturr had adjourned. Mi^ 
i>r the imniUoni aiioiuU-d to hear his dis«>>i!rs*\ In this s(xx>ch 
he put forth many of the mmmou arguments .<ur-unst banks : 
and most of the objections heretofore ^tatel1 to the cunipromis« 
bill. 

The next day Malemand, w!k> poss. s>«d a kind of bold 
and denunciatory eJi>quonce. came down upon Trumbull and 
his i-.«ni'>>derates in a sptvch in the House ; which for argumtui, 
eliMjuenee, :uid statesmanship, was far miperior to TrumbuH's. 
This s|><HH-h silenced all opposition thereafter to the bill in the 
Uouw ol' Uepr»'»i<ntalivos. 

Tlio out-door opposition after this, foreseeing a sijmal defeat 
in the House, tunuHl thoir attention to the S»'jiate, This Iwdy 
was eoni]Hi*-d of fewer members, atid it was iK>{^ would b<« 
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more easily managed than a more numerous assembly like the 
lower House. One of the Senators was put at the head of it, 
who was a man of but a poor education and narrow capacity, 
and had adopted the profession of the law. His first schooling 
in the practice was as a justice of the peace, in the course of 
which he learned more of the captious pettifogging arts of his 
profession than of the science of jurisprudence. He was after- 
wards elected to the legislature, and here he supported the rail- 
road system. He had been one of the most zealous supporters 
of that disastrous measure ; but he was yet impudently confi- 
dent in the infallibility of his own judgment, just as though he 
had never so greatly erred. He was next elected by the legis- 
lature to be a judge of the circuit court. As a judge, he knew 
just enough of law, and had practiced enough in its quibbles, to 
obliterate from his heart the instinct in favor of natural justice, 
without supplying its place by the lights of science. In this 
capacity he seemed to think that the great secret of judicature 
consisted in giving full effect to quibbles and technical objec- 
tions, so much so that it was a rare thing for substantial justice 
to be done in any case before him. An unlearned lawyer or 
judge with a cramped understanding like his, is almost sure to 
take up the idea that the true way to win a reputation is to 
show a superior dexterity in finding and giving effect to learned 
quibbles and trifles, to the .total neglect of the great principles 
of law and justice. He forgets that courts were established to 
do right between man and man, and only remembers the forms 
of proceeding. These forms he looks upon as something sacred 
and holy, and are not to be jostled aside by the demands of nat- 
ural right. A more enlightened judge places his glory in 
showing that he is not ignorant of the little sort of learning, and 
in finding good legal reasons for making it all bend to the great 
object of all judicature, the administration of substantial justice. 
This man was also one of those small-minded men, who, as 
speakers, are always equal on every subject. If he spoke upon 
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a small mibject, he would raiae it and magnify it ; if npon a 
large one, he would reduce it and belittle it to suit his capadtj. 
If he spoke upon a great subject, involving the discussion of 
great principles, and the expression of great ideas, his mode 
would make them look smalL Any one seeing such things 
through the medium of cme of his speeches, would think he saw 
a laige object through a telescope with the little aid foremost, 
which makes objects that are large and near at hand appear to 
be very fitr off and very little. 

He was elected to the senate in 1840. At that session he 
voted under executive influence for the bank suspension of that 
year, and for the State Bank to have the privilege of issuing one- 
dollar notes. In I &4 1 he was a candidate lor Coagrees, and 
found himself very unpopular with the democratic party in coo- 
sequence of this vote, so that he was beaten in hi< olectian by 
a von- large majority. In 1n1*2 he undertook to recover the 
confidence of the ftarty by more than ordinary violence against 
banks. He must have persuaded himself that as he had lost 
the confidence of his friends by t-x^ much servility to banks, the 
way to recover it, and wipe out the memory of former delin- 
quency, was to orr as far on the other side by a senseJo^^ expo- 
sition, 1)1 >w that they had lost their powt r -. and the interest.-^ of 
till' Siaio required that they should be dealt with upon pnodples 
of sound wisdom. His eflbrt, however, did lu.t succeed, for be 
hn-H never had the confidence of any party sin«>. 

In the S,>nrite, the whole out.dix>r oppoaiUoo wiui let loose 
upon the bill. Trumbull Uxk lus staiul in the lobby, and sent 
in amendments of every sort to be proposed by Grain of Wash- 
ington, (Tallin of St. Clair, and others. The mode of attack was 
to load it dovm with ol>nt>xii<u.< amendments so as to make it 
odious to its aiithon ; and Trumbull openly boasted that the 
bill wuviUI be so altered and antonded in the SenHio, that its 
fhtnien in the house would not know their own btmtliui; when 
it oaine back to them. From this moment I determined to re> 
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move Trumbull from the oiBce ef Secretary of State. Prom 
the nature of his office, he ought to have been my confidential 
helper and adviser ; and when he found that my course was 
against his principles, if really it was against them, he ought to 
have resigned. If he did not do so, I was bpund, in duty to my- 
self and to the public, to remove him and get some other per- 
son who would be willing to render this assistance. This was 
the principle established by the democratic party in the memo- 
rable contest between Field and McClernand. 

The obnoxious amendments were rejected, and the bill passed 
by a large majority, and was approved by the council of revis- 
ion. Judge Douglass, notwithstanding he had advised the meas- 
ure before the finance committee, voted against it in the coun- 
cil. A bill somewhat similar passed in relation to the Shawnee- 
town Bank. By these two bills the domestic treasury of the 
State was at once relieved, and another debt of $2,306,000 was 
extinguished immediately. 

The legislature at this session also passed laws for the sale 
of State lands and property ; for the reception of the distribu- 
tive share of the State in the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands ; for the redemption of interest bonds hypothecated to 
Macalister and Stebbins ; and for a loan of $1,600,000 to com- 
plete the Illinois and Michigan canal. By these various laws, 
provision was made for the reduction of the State debt to the- 
amount of eight or nine millions of dollars. This was the best, 
that could be done, and it is wonderful, under the circumstances,, 
that so much could be accomplished. 

From this moment the afiairs of the State began to brighten, 
and improve. Auditors' warrants rose to 85 and 90 per cent. 
State bonds rose from 14 to 20, 30, and 40 per cent. The 
banks began to pay out their specie, and within three months 
time the currency was restored, confidence was increased in the 
prospects of the State, and the tide of emigration was once 
more directed to Illinois. 



810 mSTOBT OF ILLIN'OK. 

ITiese were all measures of intrinsic wisdom ; but it is amus- 
ing to read over the higb-aounding titles of the htws which were 
passed to carry them into effect, as if it were absolutely neces- 
sary to humbug the people into the support of the wisest meas- 
ures of public policy. Accordingly, we read in the statutes of 
" An act to diminish the State debt, and to put the State Bank 
into liquidation." " An act to diminish the State debt one mil- 
lion of dollars, and to put the Bank of lllinoJ> into liquidation.** 
" An act to provide for the completion of the Illinois and Mich- 
igan canal, and for the payment of the canal debt." " An act 
to provide for the sale of the public property, and for the pay- 
ment of the public debt ;" and '• An act to provide for a settle- 
ment with Macallister and Stcbbins, and further to diminish 
the State debt" These high-sounding titU-s were given to 
these several laws with a view to set <^the strong and anxious 
desire of the people for the reducti"ii of the State debt, against 
the popular prejudice against tlie defunct banks, which it was 
foreseen would be invoked to humbug the people into an oppo- 
sition to these acta, and thos<- who supported them, and to build 
up the reckless men who had opposed them. Ii was probably 
a fair game of humbug against humbug. 

Tlic legislature at this session passed a very important law 
on the subjwt of the collection of private debts. During the 
inflation of the bank currt-iioy and the credit syst*»m, so called, 
every one had got into del>t. Tlie merchants had purchased on 
a credit, and they had again sold on a ci>i>dit. This system 
brtmght a jireat many goods into the St.iu ; more than the peo- 
ple, accunling to their moans, ought to l»ave consumed. But 
the inewhajiis wci\> aiivious to sill, and fWJy credited the peo- 
ple up to 8l>out the \:il>io of their property. The destruction 
of ilio ourr. iicy made payment impoaaiblo, Sudi a calantity 
had fiillcn on the |HH>pl,> only al>out twenty years before ; and 
if a oa[>acit\ had >\i>tiHl of bdng i>r\>iii»id by expenen<«. it 
ought now to have been avoided. But it is lamenublv tnM 
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that communities in the aggregate scarcely ever profit by the 
lessons of experience. The same evils and calamities, and from 
the same causes, occur again and again, and find the people as 
little expecting them, every time they are repeated, as they 
were before ; and they are every time just as blind about the 
remedy. 

The people in 1820 had brought the same evils on themselves. 
They then sought a remedy in a State bank with stays of exe- 
cution. The bank policy was now too odious to be thought of; 
but the legislature this time adopted a novel expedient, which 
had not been thought of by any former legislature in the world. 
They passed a law providing that when an execution was levied 
upon property, the property should be appraised by three house- 
holders under oath, to its value in " ordinary times ;" and no 
such property could be sold for less than two-thirds of its value 
thus ascertained. The Supreme Court of the United States 
afterwards pronounced this law to be unconstitutional and void. 
In the meantime it had some good eifects. A vast number of 
debts were paid by arrangements and trades of property, vol- 
imtarily made between debtor and creditor. It destroyed and 
checked up unwarrantable credit, by alarming the creditor part 
of the community, and has made them more careful in extend- 
ing credit in future. 

It has appeared to me that there are two modes in which a 
sound credit maybe established. One mode maybe to let 
loose the fiill vigor and severity of law, as in England, upon the 
debtor, and thus make mankind afraid to go in debt beyond 
their ability to pay with ease. The other may be to take away 
all efficient remedies from the creditor to recover his debt, and 
make him rely upon the honor and integrity of his debtor for 
payment. In this mode no one would get credit on account of 
being rich. Credit would be no longer given to the mere pos- 
session of property. Because such an one might be a rogue 
and deny his debt ; but if honest, he would never contract for 
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more than he was able to pay ; and he would make extraor- 
dinary exertions to meet his engagements. In this mode the 
advantages of credit would be a reward for integrity and 
punctuality. 

The system for the collection of debts by law in Illinois, has 
never been one thing or the other. A kind of inefficient rem- 
edy has been held out to the creditor, whidi might succeed in 
making a debt from an honest man, but never from a rogue. 
The ease with which it could be evaded, put the debtor part of 
the community under strong temptation to dishonesty. If a 
creditor, no longer to be put off by <air promises, sued ibr his 
debt at law, the debtor leaves him to his remedy thus chosen. 
He satisfies his oonadaioe by a train of reosooing of this sort : 
" If I had not been sued I would have paid as soon as I possibly 
could. My creditor is not disposed to rely on my hoDor, he 
has sued me at law, and thereby cbosen mere legal means to 
recover his debt. He does not rely upon me any longer. Now 
let him get his money as soon as the law will give it to him. 1 
feel absolved in conscifflwe from making any further efforts to 
pay, and will be justified in throwing all the obstadr.- in his 
way whid) the forms and delays ot the law can furnish." He 
immediately goes to work to continue the cause from term to 
term, to appeal the judgment, when obtained, from court to 
court ; and, as a last resort, he has a &Torite mode of defeating 
his creditor in legal proceedings, as it is goneraUy called, by 
beating him on the ejiccutioii. Tbis motlo of defence supposes 
the debtor to nuiko flwiduleiit sale« of hia property, or to run 
it out of the country. AJl such delusive remedies ought to be 
abolished immediatoly. It werv better to have non«i. They 
can only serve to make rogues and demoraliae the people. 



CHAPTER X. 

Mormons— New warrant for the arrest of Joe Smith— Trial before Judge Pope— Intrigues 
i. f the Whigs— The Mormons determine to vote for whig candidates for Congress — 
Cyrus Walker— Joseph P. Hoge— Dr Bennett— Prejudices against the Mormons — 
New demand fur the arrest of Joe Smith — Arrest and discharge by the municipal 
court— Walker's speech— Walter's and Hoge's opinion— Mormons always prefer 
bad advice— Demand for a call of the militia— Reasons for not calling them— In- 
ta-igues of the democrats— Backinatos — Hiram Smith — William Law — Revelation in 
favor of Hoge— Joe Smith's speech— Hoge elected— Indignation of the whiga- De- 
termination to expel the Mormons — Stephen A. Douglass — City ordinances — Inao- 
lence of the Mormons- Joe Smith a candidate for Preaident— Cdoceives the idea of 
making himself a Prince- Danite ban4 — Spiritual wives — Attempt on William 
Law'swife— Tyranny of Joe Smith— Opposition to him— "Nauvoo Expositor"— Trial 
of the press as a nuisance— Its destruction — Secession of the refractory Mormons — 
Warrant for Joe Smith and common'council— Their arrest and discharge by the mu- 
nicipal court— Committee ofanti-Mormons— Journey to Carthage— Militia assembled 
— Complaints against the Mormons— Cauae of popular fury- False reports and 
camp news— Pledge of the troops to protect the prisoners- Martial law— Conduct of a 
constable and civil posse— Council of officers— The great flood of 1844— Surrender of 
Joe Smith and the common council— Warrant for tre^on— Commitment of Joe and 
Hiram Smith— Preparations to march into Nauvoo— Council of officers— Militia dis- 
banded—Journey to Nauvoo— Guard left for the protection of the prisoners— Fur- 
ther precautions — The leading anti-Mormons by false reports undermine the Gov- 
ernor's influence — Governor's speech in Nauvoo — Vote of the Mormons — News of 
the death of the Smiths— Preparation for defence of the country— Mischievous in- 
fluence of the press. 

We turn again to the history of the State as connected with 
the Mormons. This people had now become about 16,000 
strong in Hancock county, and several thousands more were 
scattered about in other counties. As I have said before, Gov- 
ernor Carlin in 1842, had issued his warrant for the arrest of 
Joe Smith their prophet, as a fugitive from justice in Missouri. 
This warrant had never been executed, and was still outstand- 
ing when I came into office. The Mormons were desirous of 

14 
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liaring the cause of arrest legally tested in the federal ooort. 
I'pon their application a duplicate warrant was issued in the 
winter of 1842-'3, and placed in the hands vf the sheriff of 
Sangamon county. Upon this Joe Smith came to Springfield 
and surrendered himself a prisoner. A writ of habeas corpus 
was obtained from Judge Pope of the federal court, and Smith 
was dischaiged. 

Upon this proceeding the whigs founded a hope of obtaining 
the future support of the Mormons. The democratic officers in 
]Mi.'<90ttri and Illinois were instrumental in procuring his arrest. 
He was discharged this time by a whig judge; and his cause 
had been managed by whig lawyers. As in the case decided 
by Judge Douglass, Smith was too ignorant of law to know 
whether he owed his discharge to the Uw, or to the &Tor of 
the court and tho^hig party. Such was the ignoraaoe and 
stupidity of the Mormons genenllj. that (bey deemed anything 
to be law which they judged to be expedient. All action of the 
government which bore hard on tlicm, bowcrer legal, thoy 
looked upon as wantoolj oppn^ssive ; and when the law was ad- 
ministered in their favor, thev attributed it to partialitj and 
kindness. If the stem duty of a paUie officer required him to 
bear linnl on them, they attributed it to malice. In this man- 
ner the Mormons this time were n-mde to believe that they 
wore undor great obligations to the w Irp^ for the discharge of 
their prophot from what they believed to be the persecutitws 
• •f the democrats; and they ^es^1lv^M to >ield Umr suj>pgrt to 
the whig piiriy in tlio next doctittn. 

An elcfiion for Congress in the Mormon district was to <XHne 
off in August, IS 13. Cyrus Walker w»- the cwndidate on the 
p»rl of the whigs. and Joseph P. 11.^ <» the part of the demo- 
cnita, both oi" thoni disiinguishoil lawyers^ The M.Timxis 
v.ry early iK-cJiIihI to support Mr. Widker, the whig. But 
owing to causes wliieh I will relate, they werv induced toehacge 
thoir roaolution ; and this was the cause in a great me«sure of 
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that -wonderfiil excitement which subsequently prevailed against 
that people. 

Dr. John C. Bennett, heretofore mentioned as an influential 
favorite of the Mormon leaders, had been expelled from the 
Church in 1842. By publications and lectures delivered in va- 
rious parts of the United States, he undertook to expose the 
doctrines, designs, and government of the Mormons, and to do 
them all the injury in his power. A part of his plan was to 
get up a new indictment against Joe Smith and Orrin P. Kock- 
well for an attempt to murder Gov. Boggs in Missouri. An in- 
dictment was found in Missouri against Smith and Eockwell on 
the 5th of June, 1843. On the 7th, a messenger from Missou- 
ri presented himself to me with a copy of the indictment, and 
a new demand from the governor of Missouri. A new warrant, 
in pursuance of the constitution of the United States, was issu- 
ed, and placed in the hands of a constable in Hancock. 

This constable and the Missouri agent hastened to Nauvoo to 
make the arrest, where they ascertained that Joe Smith was on 
a visit to Eock river. They pursued him thither, and succeed- 
ed in arresting him in Palestine Grove, in the county of Lee, 
The constable immediately delivered his prisoner to the Mis- 
souri agent, and returned his warrant as having been executed, 
The agent started with his prisoner in the direction of Missouri 
but on the road was met by a number of armed Mormons, who 
captured the whole party, and conducted them in the direction 
of Nauvoo. Further on they were met by hundreds of the 
Mormons, coming to the rescue of their prophet, who conduct- 
ed him in grand triumph to his own city. Cyrus Walker, the 
whig candidate for Congress, was sent for to defend him as a 
lawyer ; a writ of habeas corpus was sued out of the municipal 
court ; Mr. Walker appeared as his counsel, and made a won- 
derful exertion, in a speech of three hours long, to prove to the 
municipal court, composed of Joe Smith's tools and particular 
friends, that they had the jurisdiction to issue and act on the 
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writ under the ordinance of their dty. ilr. Hoge also, th» 
democratic candidate, bad gone to Nauvoo seeking the votes of 
the Mormons. He and Mr. Walker were both called upon, in 
a public assembly of the M rinoii*. to express their o|Hnion a» 
to the legality of this ordinance of the dty giving io the muni- 
dpal xx)urt power to issue writs of habeas o.q.us in all cases of 
imprisonment, and both of them gave their solemn opinion in 
favor of the power. Thus the Mormons were dclade<l and de- 
ceived by men who ought to have known and did know better. 
It was a common thing for this people to be eternally asking 
and receiving adviee. If jadiciou^ and letral advice were given 
to them, they rejected it with sotq. when it came in conflic* 
with their favorite projects : for which rea-'on all persons dv- 
signing to use them, made it a rule to find out what they were 
in favor ot, and advise them accordingly. In this mode the 
Mormons relied tar advice, lur the iiiM^t part, upon the most 
corrupt of mankind, who would make no nianer of i\>ii'H-i<. lu-v 
of adviaing them to their destruction, as a moans i^>f gainii^ 
their fiivor. Thi^ has alwa_%-8 been a difficulty with the M'>r- 
moDs, and grew out of their blind fitnatic'^in, which refused to 
see or to hoar anything against their system, but more out of 
the corruption of their leaders, whi>s<' oljivi.* being generally 
roguish iind ritttcn. required corrupt and rotten advi-< rx to keep 
them in countenaiioe. 

The municipal court discharged Joe Sr.ihh from h:s arrest ; 
the Miitsouri agent immediately applied to me tor a militia 
t"or>v, to renew it ; and Mr. Walker came to the seat of gov- 
enuneiit, on the part of the Momion.s. to resist the itpplioatioa. 
This was only a diort time befor>' the ele«ti<». I was india- 
posed fVx>m the lir^ t» call out the laUitia. and informed Mr. 
Walker tlwt my In-st opinion then was, that Uh> militia would 
not bo ordered ; but as many important questions of law were 
bvulved In the deciaion, 1 declined then to pronounce a definite 
opinion. 



HISTOET OF ILLINOIS. 817 

The truth is, that, being determined from the first not to be 
made a party to the contest between Walker and Hoge, and 
knowing that Walker only wanted my decision to carry back 
to the Mormons, as a means of his success, I ought to have with- 
held it if for no other reason but this. It was afterwards, upon 
mature consideration, decided not to call out the militia, be- 
cause the writ had been returned as having been ftiUy executed 
by the delivery of Joe Smith to the Missouri agent ; after which 
it was entirely a question between Missouri and Smith, with 
which Illinois had nothiflg to do, except to issue a new warrant 
if one had been demanded. The governor, in doing what he 
had done, had fulfilled his Tyhole duty under the constitution and 
the laws. And, because Smith had not been forcibly rescued, 
but had been discharged under color of law, by a court which 
had exceeded its jurisdiction, and it appeared that it would have 
been a dangerous precedent for the governor, whenever he sup- 
posed that the courts had exceeded their powers, to call out the 
militia to reverse and correct their judgments. Yet, for not do- 
ing so, I was subjected to much unmerited abuse. 

However, the democratic managers about Nauvoo, after the 
usual fashion of managing the Mormons by both parties, terri- 
fied them if they voted for the whig candidate, as they were 
yet determined, with the prospect of the militia being sent 
against them. 

Backinstos, a managing democrat of Hanoock county, was 
sent as a messenger to Springfield to ascertain positively what 
the governor would do if the Mormons voted the democratic 
ticket. I happened to be absent at St. Louis, but I heard 
some weeks after the election, that Backinstos went home pre- 
tending that he had the most ample assurances of favor to the 
Mormons, so long as they voted the democratic ticket. And I 
was informed by the man himself, a prominent democrat of 
Springfield, on the 9th day of October, 1846, for the first time, 
that during my absence he had given a positive pledge, in my 



818 HISTOBT OF ILLINOIS. 

name, to Backinstos, that if the Mormons voted the democrstio 
ticket, the militia dioold not be sent against them. This pledge, 
however, he took care never to intimate to me until more than 
three years afterwards. Since the Mormons have become so 
unpopular, and ainoe the most of them have left the State, so 
that they can no longer be a support to any one, this man. fol- 
lowing the example of hundreds of others ot a amilar 
daaa, has joined the anti-Mormon excitement, and has been a 
strong advocate for the expulsion of the Mormons and all who 
sought to do them but simple justice. This indicated only that 
the power in Hancock had got into the hands of the anti-Mor- 
mons. The mission of Backinst<>s produced a total change in 
the minds of the Mormon leaders. They now resolved to drop 
their friend Walker and take up Hqge, the democratic candi- 
date. Backinstos returned only a day or two before the elec- 
tion, and there was only a short time fi:>r the lecuK i^ to operate 
in. A great meeting was called of several thousand Mormons 
on Saturday before the election. Hiram S:uith. patriarch in 
the Mormon Church, and brother to the prophet, appeared in 
this great assembly, and there solemnly announced to the peo- 
ple, that God had revealed to him thitt the Mormons must sup- 
port Mr. Hoge, the democratic candidate. William Law, an- 
other great leader of the Mormons, next appeared, and denied 
that the Ix>rd had made any such revelation. He stated that, 
to his certain knowledge, the prophet Ji.«eph was in fiivor of 
Mr. Walker, and tlutt the prophet was more likely to know the 
mind of the Lord on the subject than the patriarch. Hiram 
Smith agnin repeated his revelation with a greater tone of au- 
thority. But the people remained in doubt until the next day, 
being Sunday, when Joe Smith himself appeared bcfor« the 
amcnibly. llo there stated that " he hinitelf was in &\xiT of 
Mr. Walker, and intended to vote for him : that he would not. 
If he could, influence any voter in >;>> ing his vote ; that he ccm- 
aidered it « mean businoea for him or any other man to attempt 
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to dictate to the people wjio they should support in elections ; 
that he had heard his brother Hiram had received a revelation 
from the Lord on the subject ; -that for his part he did not much 
believe in revelations on the subject of elections ; but brother 
Hiram was a man of truth ; he had known brother Hiram inti- 
mately ever since he was a boy, and he had never known him 
to tell a lie. If brother Hiram said he had received such a rev- 
elation, he had no doubt it was a fact. When the Lord speaks, 
let all the earth be silent." 

This decided the Mormon vote. The next day Mr. Hoge 
received about three thousand votes in Nauvoo, and "was elected 
to Congress by six or eight hundred majority. The result of 
the election struck the whigs with perfect amazement. Whilst 
they fancied themselves secure of getting the Mormon vote for 
Mr. Walker, the whig newspapers had entirely ceased their 
accustomed abuse of the Mormons. They now renewed their 
crusade against them, every paper was loaded with accounts of 
the wickedness, corruptions, and enormities of Nauvoo. The 
whig orators groaned with complaints and denunciations of the 
democrats, who would consent to receive Mormon support, and 
the democratic officers of the State were violently charged and 
assaulted with using the influence of their offices to govern the 
Mormons. From this time forth the whigs generally, and a 
part of the democrats, determined upon driving the Mormons 
out of the State ; and everything connected with the Mormons 
became political, and was considered almost entirely with refer- 
ence to party. To this circumstance in part, is to be attributed 
the extreme difficulty ever afterwards of doing anything effect- 
ually in relation to the Mormon or anti-Mormon parties, by 
the executive government. 

It appears that the Mormons had been directed by their 
leaders to vote the whig ticket in the Quincy, as well as the 
Hancock district. In the Quincy district. Judge Douglass was 
the democratic candidate, O. H. Browning was the candidate of 
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the wbigB. The leading Mormons at Nanvoo having nerer 
ctctcrmined in favor of the democrats until a day or two before 
the election, there was not sufficient time, or it was n^lected, 
to send orders from Nauvoo into the Quiney district, to effect 
a change there. Hie Mormcns in that district voted for Brown- 
ing. Douglass and hi^ friends being afraid that I might be in 
his way for the United States Senate, in 1846, seized hold of 
this circumstance to affect my party standing, and thereby gave 
countenance to the clamor of the whigs, secretly whispering it 
about that I had not only ii:f1ii(n<'> <i the Mormons to vote for 
Iloge, but for Browning also. This decided many of the dem- 
ocrats in &vor of the expulsion of the Mormons. 

No further demand for the arrest of Joe Smith having been 
made by Missouri, be became emboldened by success. Hte 
Mormons became more arrogant and overbearing. In the 
winter of ls-J3-"4, the common council passed s..me further 
ordinances to protect their leaders from arrest, on demand 
fk>m Mi-isourL Tliey enacted that no writ iasiuod from any 
other place than N'.iuvoo. for the arrest of any person ia it, 
should be executed in the city, without an appro>-al endorsed 
thereon dy the mayor ; that if any public officer, by virtue of 
any foreign writ, should atiompt to make an arrest in the city, 
without such approval of his process, he -lu-uld be suhi.vt to 
imprisonment for life, and that the governor of the State -hould 
not Imvo the (>ower of pardoning the oifimder without the coo- 
Kt'iit of the mayor. When these ordinances were published, 
they created general aiAoniahment. Many pe<>ple began to be- 
liovo in good earnest that the M.rmims were about to M>t np a 
>eparato govommont for themselves in defiance of the laws of 
ttu- Si»tt>, Owiwn of pro|H>rty stolen in other c»n«itics made 
pursuit into NrtiiMH.. and were fined by tho Mormon cmirts fiir 
daring to wvk tht>ir pr..|H<rty in tho holy city. To one -uch I 
granted a (wtrdoii. 8<>voral of the M-niion^ had been oiMivicted 
of liinx'iiy, ttiul they never fiiilod in any iiotaam to procura 
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petitions signed by 1,500 or 2,000 of their friends for their 
pardon. But that which made it more certain than everything 
else, that the Mormons contemplated a separate government, 
■was that about this time they petitioned Congress to establish 
a territorial government for them in Nauvoo ; as if Congress 
had any power to. establish such a government, or any other, 
within the bounds of a State. 

To crown the whole folly of the Mormons, in the spring of 
1844, Joe Smith announced himself as a candidate for presi- 
dMit of the United States. His followers were confident that 
he would be elected. Two or three thousand missionaries 
were immediately sent out to preach their religion, and to 
electioneer in favor of their prophet for the presidency. This 
folly at once covered that people with ridicule in the minds of 
all sensible men, and brought them into conflict with the zealots 
and bigots of all political parties ; as the arrogance and extrav- 
agance of their religious pretensions had already aroused the 
opposition of all other denominations in religion. 

It seems, from the best information which could be got from 
the best men who had seceded from the Mormon church, that 
Joe Smith about this time conceived the idea of making himself 
a temporal prince as well as a spiritual leader of his people. 
He instituted a new and select order of the priesthood, the 
members of which were to be priests and kings temporarily 
and spiritually. These were to be his nobility, who were to be 
the upholders-«f his throne. He caused himself to be crowned 
and anointed king and priest, far above the rest ; and he pre- 
scribed the form of an oath of allegiance to himself, which he 
administered to his principal followers. To uphold his preten- 
sions to royalty, he deduced his descent by an unbroken chain 
from Joseph the son of Jacob, and that of his wife from some 
other renowned personage of Old Testament history. The 
Mormons openly denounced the government of the United 
States as utterly corrupt, and as being about to pass away, and 

14* 
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to be replaced by the gOTemment of God, to be administered 
by hia servant Joseph. It is now at this day certain also, that 
about this Ume the prophet reinstituted an order in the church, 
called the " Danite band." These were to be a body of police 
and guards about the person of their sovereign, who were sworn 
to obey his orders as the orders of Gr>d himself About this 
time also he gave a new touch to a female order already exist- 
ing in the church, called " Spiritual Wives." A doctrine was 
now revealed that no woman could get to heaven except as the 
vrik of a Mormon elder. Tlie elders were allowed to have as 
many of these wives as they could maintain ; and it was a doc- 
trine of the churdi, that any female could be " sealed up to 
eternal life," by unitmg hersdf as wife or concobine to the elder 
of her choice. This doctrine was mainuioed by an appeal to 
the Old Testament scriptures: and by the example of Abra- 
ham and Jacob, of David and S..!om<m. the &voritcs of God in 
a former age of the world. 

Soon after these insiitutioiH were established, Joe Smith be- 
gan to pUiy the tyrant over several of his followers. The first 
act of this sort which excited attention, was an attempt to take 
the wife of William Law, one ol" his most talented atni princi- 
pal disciples, and make her a spiritual wiiV. By mean^ of his 
common council, without the authority of kw, he establisiicd a 
recorder's office in Nauvoo. in which alone the titles vi" proper- 
ty could be recorded. In the same maimer and with the same 
want of legal authority he established an office for isssuinj; 
marriage Uoenaec- to the Mormons, s.i as to give him absolute 
control of the marrying propensJtit>s ol" his people. He pro- 
olaimed that none in the city sluuild puttjuise rval calate to sell 
again, but himself. lie al»i> permitted no one but himself to 
have a license in the city i.ir the sale >.>( spirituous liquor ; and 
in many other ways ho undertook to ivg\ilate and e\>ntrol the 
busiiioiM of the Mormons. 

Thia deapotiam administered by a comipt and unprinoipled 
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man, soon became intolerable. William Law, one of the most 
eloquent preachers of the Mormons, who appeared to me to be 
a deluded but conscientious and candid man, Wilson Law, his 
brother, major-general of the legion, and four or five other Mor- 
mon leaders, resolved jipon a rebellion against the authority of 
the prophet. They designed to enlighten their brethren- and 
fellow-citizens upon the new institutions, the new turn given to 
Mormonism, and the practices under the new system, by procur- 
ing a printing press and establishing a newspaper in the city, to be 
the organ of their complaints and views. But th^y never issued 
but one number ; before the second could appear the press was 
demolished by an order of the common council, and the con- 
spirators were ejected from the Mormon church. 

The Mormons themselves published the proceedings of the 
council in the trial and destruction of the heretical press ; from 
which it does not appear that any one was tried, or that the 
editor or any of the owners of the property had notice of the 
trial, or were permitted to defend in any particular. The pro- 
ceeding was an ex parte proceeding, partly civil and partly 
ecclesiastical, against the press itself. No jury was called or 
sworn, nor were the witnesses required to give their evidence 
upon oath. The councillors stood up one after another, and 
some of them several times, and related what they pretended 
to know. In this mode it was abundantly proved that the 
owners of the proscribed press were sinners, whoremasters, 
thieves, swindlers, counterfeiters and robbers ; the evidence of 
which is reported in the trial at full length. It was altogether 
the most curious and irregular trial that ever was recorded in 
any civilized country ; and one finds difficulty in determining 
whether the proceedings of the council were more the result of 
insanity or depravity. The trial resulted in the conviction of 
the press as a public nuisance. The mayor was ordered to see 
it abated as such, and if necessary, to call the legion to his as- 
Bistauce. The mayor issued his warrant to the city marshal, 
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who, Mded by a portion of the legion, proceeded to die obnox- 
iouB printing office and destroyed the press and scattered the 
types and other materials. 

After this it became too hot for the seceding and rejected 
Mormons to remain in the holy city. . TTiey retired to Car- 
thufcc, the county seat of Hancock county ; and took out war- 
rants for the mayor and membov of the common council and 
others engaged in the outrage, for a riot Some of these were 
arrested, but were immediately taken before the municipal 
court of the city on habtat eorptu, and diadiarged from «i8tody. 
TTie residue of this history of the Mormons, up to the time of 
the death of the Smiths, will be taken, with such corrections as 
time has shown to be necessary, from my report to the legisla- 
ture, made on the 23d of December. 1M4. 

<)n the seventeenth day of June following, a conunittee of a 
meeting of the citixens of Oarthage preeented tbemselTes to me, 
with a r>>r)iii\<t that the militia might be ordered out to assist in 
executing process in the city of Nauv.--. I determined to Tiait 
in person that section of ct^untry, and examine for myself the 
truth and nature of their complainis. N\> order for the militia 
was made : and I arrived at Carthage on the morning of the 
twenty 4irst day of the same month. 

V]MM\ my arrival, I found an armed force a!«seinbled and 
hourly increasing under the simimoos and diiwtioa of tbc con- 
stables of the county, to 8er\°e as a po*$» romiiatm* to asust in 
the oxiH'iiiion of prooeaa. The general of the brigade had 
also called tor the militia, em SMHtf, of the counties of Mc- 
IX>nough and Sohuv lor. for a similar {uirpose. .\nother a»' 
aemblage to a considerable number had been made at Warsaw, 
under militatry command of Col. Levi Williams. 

The lirtit thing which I did on my arrival was to plac« all the 
militia then assemblod, and which were expected to asaembla^ 
under military command of their proper officers. 

I next de^tciied a mesMtiger to Nauvoo, informing tlia 
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mayor and common council of the nature of the complaint 
made against them ; and requested that persons might be sent 
to me to lay their side of the question before me. A commit- 
tee was accordingly sent, who made such acknowledgments that 
I had no difficulty in concluding what were the facts. 

It appeared clearly both from the complaints of the citizens 
and the acknowledgments of the Mormon committee that the 
whole proceedings of the mayor, the common council, and the 
municipal court, were irregular and illegal, and not to be en- 
dured in a free country ; though perhaps some apology might 
be made for the court, as it had been repeatedly assured by 
some of the best lawyers in the State who had been candidates 
for office before that people, that it had fiiU and competent 
power to issue writs of habeas ooipus in all cases whatever. 
The common council violated the law in assuming the exercise 
of judicial power ; in proceeding ex parte without notice to the 
owners of the property ; in proceeding against the property in 
rem ; in not calling a jury ; in not swearing all the witnesses ; 
in not giving the owners of the property, accused of being a 
nuisance, in consequence of being libelous, an opportunity of 
giving the truth in evidence ; and in fact, by not proceeding by 
civil suit or indictment, as in other cases of libel. The mayor 
violated the law in ordering this erroneous and absurd judg- 
ment of the common council to be executed. And the munici- 
pal court erred in discharging them from arrest. 

As this proceeding touched the liberty of the press, which is 
justly dear to any republican people, it was well calculated to 
raise a great flame of excitement. And it may well be ques- 
tioned whether years of misrepresentation by the most profli- 
gate newspaper could have engendered such a feeling as was 
produced by the destruction of this one press. It is apparent 
that the Mormon leaders but little understood, and regarded 
less the true principles of civil liberty. A free press well con- 
ducted is a great blessing to a free people ; a profligate one is 
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likely soon to deprive itself of all credit and influence br die 
multitude of falsehoods put forth by it But let this be as it 
may, there is more lost to rational liberty by a censorship of 
the press by suppressing information proper to be known to the 
people, than can be lost to an individual now and then by a 
temporary injury to his character and influence by the utmost 
Ucentiooaness. 

lliere were other causes to hog^iten the excitement. These 
people had undertaken to innovate u|-:«n the established systems 
of religion. Their legal right to do so, no one will quesdon. 
But all history bears testimony that innovations upon religicra 
have always been attended by a hostility in the public mind, 
which sometimes has produced the m.>~t .i.-olating wars; al- 
ways more or less of persecution. Even the innocent Quakers, 
the unoflending Shakers, and the quirt and orderiy Methodists 
in their origin, and until the world got u'-ed to them, had enoi^ 
of persecution to encounter. But if either of these sects had 
congregated together in one city where tho world could never 
get to know them ; could never ascv^rtain by fK^rsi'iiia] acquaint- 
ance the truth or falsity of many reports which are always dr- 
colated to the prejudice of such innovators ; and moreover, if 
they had armed themselves and organized into a military legion 
as the (utisens of Nauvoo, and had been guilty of high-handed 
proceedings carried on against the tu'Tvtical presa, the public 
animosity and their persecutions must have greatly increased 
in rancor and •*verity. 

In addition to these causes of excitement, there were a pvat 
many rqwrts in circulation, and generally believed by the pe^v 
pie. "niese reports I have already alluded to, and they had 
much influence in s«-elling the public i voitomcnU 

It was iMx-rtcd that Joe Smith, the founder and head of the 
Mormon churoh, had caused himseJf to be crowned and anoint- 
ed king of the Mormons ; that he had cntbodied a band of his 
ibllowen called ' Danites," who were sworn to obej hUa as 
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God, and to do Ms commands, murder and treason not except- 
ed ; that he had instituted an order in the church, whereby those 
who composed it were pretended to be sealed up to eternal life 
against all crimes, save the shedding of innocent blood or con- 
senting thereto. That this order was instructed that no blood 
was innocent Islood, except that of the members of the church; 
and that these two orders were made the ministers of his ven- 
geance, and the instruments of an intolerable tyranny which he 
had established over his people, and which he was about to ex- 
tend over the neighboring country. The people affected to be- 
lieve that with this power in the hands of an unscrupulous 
leader, there was no safety for the lives or property of any one 
who should oppose him. They affected likewise to believe that 
Smith inculcated the legality of perjury, or any other crime in 
defence,, or to advance the interests of true believers ; and that 
himself had set them the example by swearing to a false accu- 
sation against a certain person, for the crime of murder. It 
was likewise asserted to be a fundamental article of the Mor- 
mon faith, that God had given the world and all it contained 
to them as his saints ; that they secretly believed in their right 
to all the goodly lands, farms, and property in the country ; 
that at present they were kept out of their rightful inheritance 
by force ; that consequently there was no moral offence in an- 
ticipating God's good time to put them in possession by steal- 
ing, if opportunity offered ; that in fact the whole church was a 
community of murderers, thieves, robbers, and outlaws ; that 
Joseph Smith had established a bogus factory in Nauvoo, for 
the manufacture of counterfeit money; and that, he maintained 
about his person a tribe of swindlers, blacklegs, and counter- 
feiters, to make it and put it into circulation, j 

It was also believed that he had announced a revelation from 
heaven, sanctioning polygamy, by a kind of spiritual wife sys- 
tem, whereby a man was allowed one wife in pursuance of the 
laws of the country, and an indefinite number of others, to be 
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enjoyed in some mystical and spiritoal mode ; and that he him- 
self and many of hia foUowers, had practiced upon the precepts 
of this revelation by seducing a hirge number of women. 

It waa also asserted that he was in alliance with the Indiana 
of the western territories, and had obtained over them such a 
control, that in case of a war he could command their aanst- 
ance to murder his enemies. 

Upon the whole, if one-half of these reports had beoi true, 
the Mormon community must have been the most intolerable 
collection of rugues ever assembled ; or, if one-half them were 
fidse, they were the roost maligned and abused. 

Fortunately for the purposes of those who were actiTe in cre- 
ating excitement, there were many known truths which gave 
countenance to some of these accusations. It was sufficiently 
proved in a proceeding at Carthage, whilst I was there, that 
Joe Smith had sent a band of his followers to Missouri, to kid- 
nap two men, who were witnesses agaimt a member of hb 
church, then in jail, and about t^ be tried on a dutrge of lar- 
ccnv. It was also a notorious &ct, tiuit he had assaulted and 
severely beaten an officer of the county, t\>r an alleged non- 
peribrroance <<f his duty, at a time when that officer was just 
rerorrring ih>m severe illneas. It is a bet alw^. that he stood 
intliitoil for the crime of perjury, .i-i was allef^ed, in swoarii^ 
to an accusation for murder, in order to drive a man out of 
Nauv<><>, who had been engaged in baying and selling lota and 
land, and thus interforing with the monopi>l\- of the prophet as 
a si^vculator. It i" a ftct also, that his municipal court, of 
which ho was chief justice, by writ at hab««s corpus had ft*- 
quently discharged individuals accused of high cnmo« and c(- 
I. lu . s against tho laws of the State ; and on one occasion had 
discharged a persi^n accused of swindling the government of the 
United Si.'itea, and wbo had been arrMrted by process of the 
Amoral court*; thoril>\ giving countenance to the report, that 
lio obslruotod tho admiuiatratioD of justtc«, and had act up a 
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government at Nauvoo independent of the laws and govern- 
ment of the State. This idea was further corroborated in the 
minds of the people, by the fact that the people of Nauvoo had 
petitioned Congress for a territorial government to be estab- 
lished there, and to be independent of the State government. 
It was a fact also, that some larcenies and robberies had been 
committed, and that Mormons had been convicted of the crimes, 
and that other larcenies had been committed by persons un- 
known, but suspected to be Mormons. Justice, however, re- 
quires me here to say, that upon such investigation as I then 
could make, the charge of promiscuous stealing appeared to be 
exaggerated. 

Another cause of excitement, was a report industriously cir- 
culated, and generally believed, that Hiram Smith, another 
leader of the Mormon church, had offered a reward for the 
destruction of the press of the " Warsaw Signal," a newspaper 
published in the county, and the organ of the opposition to the 
Mormons. It was also asserted, that the Mormons scattered 
through the settlements of the county, had threatened all per- 
sons who turned out to assist the constables, with the destruc- 
tion of their property and the murder of their families, in the 
absence of their fathers, brothers, and husbands. A Mormon 
woman in M'Donough county was imprisoned for threatening 
to poison the wells of the people who turned out in the posse ; 
and a Mormon in Warsaw publicly avowed that he was bound 
by his religion to obey all orders of the prophet, even to com- 
mit murder if so commanded. 

But the great cause of popular fury was, that the Mormons 
at several preceding elections, had cast their vote as a unit ; 
thereby making the fact apparent, that no one could aspire to 
the honors or ofBoes of the country within the sphere of their 
influence, without their approbation and votes. It appears to 
be one of the principles by which they insist upon being gov- 
erned as a community, to act as a unit in all matters of govern- 
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ment and religion. They express themselves to be fearful that 
if dirision should be encouraged in politics, it would soon ex- 
tend to their religion, and rend their church with schism and 
into sects. 

This seems to me to be an unfortunate view of the subject, 
and more unfortunate in practice, as 1 am weU satisfied that it 
must be the fruitful source of excitement, violence, and mob- 
ocracy, whilst it is perasted in. It is indeed unfortunate for 
their peace that they do not divide in elections, according to 
their individual preferences or political principles, like <Ahet 
people. 

This one principle and practice of theirs arrayed against them 
in deadly hostility all a^irant^ for office who were not sure of 
their support, all who have beoi unsucceaslul in elections, and 
all who were too proud to court tbeilr ijifluence. with all their 
friends and connectionsL 

. These also were the active men in Uowii^ up the fory of the 
]i<'opK>. in hopes that a popular movement might be set on foot, 
which would result in the ejcpuls'on or extermination of the 
Mormon votors. For this purpose, public meetiriiT'^ had been 
called ; inflammatory speeches had been made ; exaggerated re- 
ports had been oMousivoly circulated; committ«os had beeo ap- 
pointed, who rode night and day to spre«d the reports, and so- 
licit the aid of neighboring oouuticii. And at a public meeting 
at Womaw. resolutions wen? passed to expel or exterminate the 
MiTinon population. Tliis was not, however, a movement which 
was unanimously concurred in. Tlie county contained a goodly 
number of inhabitaiita in &vor of peac«. or who at least desired 
to 1h> neutral in such a wnitest. These were stigmaliiod by the 
name of "yae* Mormoitt." and therv were not a fow of the more 
fiiriiius exeiterst of the people who openly exprcased their inleo- 
tioii to involve them in the common eX|>ulaioD or extormiiui- 
tion. 

A ayatom of cxoiteinont and agitation was artAiUy planned 
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and executed with tact. It consisted in spreading reports and 
rumors of the most fearful character. As examples : — On the 
morning before my arrival at Carthage, I was awakened at an 
early hour by the frightful report, which was asserted with confi- 
dence and apparent consternation, that the Mormons had already 
commenced the work of burning, destruction, and murder ; and 
that every man capable of bearing arms was instantly wanted at 
Carthage, for the protection of the country. We lost no time in 
starting ; but when we arrived at Carthage, we could hear no more 
concerning this story. Again^ during the few days that the milir 
tia were encamped at Carthage, frequent applications were made 
to me to send a force here and a force there, and a force all 
about the country, to prevent murders, robberies, and larcenies, 
which, it was said, were threatened by the Mormonsi No such 
forces were sent ; nor were any such offences committed at that 
time, except the stealing qf some provisions, and there was 
never the least proof that this was done by a Mormon. Again : 
on my late visit to Hancock county, I was informed by some of 
their violent enemies, that the larcenies of the Mormons had 
become unusually numerous and insufferable. They indeed ad- 
mitted that but little had been done in this way in their imme- 
diate vicinity. But they insisted that sixteen horses had been 
stolen by the Mormons in one night, near Lima, in the county 
of Adams. At the close of the expedition, I called at this same 
town of Lima, and upon inquiry was told that no horses had 
been stolen in that neighborhood, but that sixteen horses had 
been stolen in one night in Hancock county. This last inform- 
ant being told of the Hancock story, again changed the venue ■ 
to another distant settlement in the northern edge of Adams. 

As my object in visiting Hancock was expressly to assist in 
the execution of the laws, and not to violate them, or to witness 
or permit their violation, as I was convinced that the Mormon 
leaders had committed a crime in the destruction of the press, 
and had resisted the execution of process, I determined to exert 
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the wbole force of the Stole, if necessary, to bring them to jus. 
tioe. But seeing the great excitement in the public mind, and 
the manifest tendency of Uiis excitement to run into mobocracy, 
I was of opinion, that before I acted, I ought to obtain a pledge 
from the oflSoere and men to support me in strictly legal meas- 
ures, and to protect the prisoners in case they surrendered. For 
1 was determined, if possible, that the forms of law shwild not 
be made the catspaw of a mob, to seduce these people to a 
quiet surrender, as the ooDTenient victims of popular fiiiy. I 
therefore called together the irimle force then assembled at 
Carthage, and made an address, explaining to them what I oonld, 
and what I could not, legally do ; and also adducing to them va- 
rious reasons why they as well as the Mormons should submit 
to the laws ; and why, if they had resolved upon reToIutionaiy 
proceedings, their purpose aboold be abandoned. Tbe assem- 
bled troops seemed mooh pleased with the address; and upon 
its conclusion the officers and men unanimously voted, with ac- 
clamation, to sustain me in a strictly legal course, and dut the 
prisoners should be protected from viol«ioe. Upon the arrival 
of additional forces from Warsaw, McDonough, and Schuyler, 
similar addresses were made, with the --.inie result. 

It seemed to me that these votes fully authoriaed me to prom- 
ise the accused Mormons the protection of the law in case they 
surrendered, lliey were aocordinglr duly infomoed that if they 
surrendered they would be protected, and if they did not. the 
whole force of the St.ito would be called out, if ne<w«i8ary. to 
compel their submission A force of ten men was de^iatohed 
with the constable to m^e the arrests and to guard the prisoB- 
era to head-quartera. 

Ill tbe mcontiino, Joe Smith, as Lieut-Geoeral of the Nauvoo 
I^Vioii, had declared martial law in the city ; the Ix^toa was 
amemblrd, and ordered under arms ; the memK r>i of it raid- 
ing in the iviiniry vrore ordered into town. The Mi>m>on set- 
tlements obeyed the summons of their leader, and marched to 
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his assistance. Nauvoo was one great militai-y camp, strictly 
guarded and watched ; and no ingress or egress was allowed, 
except upon the strictest examination. In one instance, which 
came to my knowledge, a citizen of McDonough, who happen- 
ed to he in the city, was denied the privilege of returning, until 
he made oath that he did not belong to the party at Carthage, 
that he would return home without calling at Carthage, and 
that he would give no information of the movement of the Mor- 
mons. 

However, upon the arrival of the constable and guard, the 
mayor and common council at once signified their willingness 
to surrender, and stated their readiness to proceed to Carthage 
next morning at eight o'clock. Martial law had previously been 
abolished. The hour of eight o'clock came, and the accused 
failed to make their appearance. The constable and his escort 
returned. The constable made no effort to arrpst any of them, 
nor would he or the guard delay their departure one minute be- 
yond the time, to see whether an arrest could be made. Upon 
their return, they reported that they had been informed that 
the accused had fled and could not be found. 

I immediately proposed to a council of officers to march into 
Nauvoo with the small force then under my command, but the 
officers were of opinion that it was too small, and many of them 
insisted upon a further call of the militia. Upon reflection, I 
was of opinion that the officers were right in the estimate of 
our force, and the project for immediate action was abandoned. 
I was soon informed, however, of the conduct of the constable 
and guard, and then I was perfectly satisfied that a most base 
fraud had been attempted ; that, in fact, it was feared that the 
Mormons would submit, and thereby entitle themselves to the 
protection of the law. It was very apparent that many of the 
bustling, active spirits were afraid that there would be no occa.- 
sion for calling out an overwhelming militia force, for marching 
it into Nauvoo, for probable mutiny when there, and for the ex. 
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termination of the Mormon raoe. It appeared diat the con- 
stable and the escort were fidly in the secret, and acted wdl 
their part to promote the oonspiraoy. 

Seeing this to be the state of the case, I delayed any further 
call of the militia, to give the aooised another opportunity to 
surrender ; for indeed I was most anxioos to aroid a general 
call for the militia at that critical season of the year. The 
whole spring sca.$on preceding had been unusually wet No 
ploughing of com had heea done, and but rery little planting. 
The season bad just changed to be suitable for ploughing. The 
crops which had been planted, were universally suflering : and 
the loss of two weeks, or even of cme, at that time, was likely 
to produce a general fiimine aO over the country. Tbe wheat 
harvest was also approaching ; and it' we got into a war, there 
was no foreseeing whoi it would end, or when the militia could 
safely be discharged. In addition to these consideratiooa, all 
the grist mills in all that section of the country had been swept 
away, or disabled, by the high waters, leaving the inhabitants 
almost without meal or flour, and making it impossible then to 
procure provisions by impressment <w otherwise^ for the sii-- 
tennnce of any connderable force. 

This was the time of the high waters -. of astonishing floods 
in all the rivers and creeks in the western oountrj-. Tbe Mis- 
sissippi rivrr at St. Loois, was several feet higher than it was 
ever known before ; it was up into the second stories of the 
warehouses on Water street ; the stearoU^ts ran up to these 
warehouses, and could scarcely reeeire their passeitgers from 
till- second stories ; the whole American bottom was over(k<v«d 
from oii;tit to twenty feet deep, and steamboats freely cnmti 
the boUom al(»g tli<- road from Si. Louis to the opposite blu(6 
in niinois ; lioii-h-s and iViiivs and stock of all kinds, were nrapt 
away, the fields near the river, aAer the water subsided, bebg 
covered with sand from a fttot to three fret deep ; which was 
generally thrown into ridgea and washed into gulliea, ao •• to 
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spoil the land for oidtivation. Families had great difficulty in 
making their escape. Through the active exertions of Mr. 
Pratt, the mayor of St. Louis, steamboats were sent in every 
direction to their relief. The boats found many of the families 
on the tops of their houses just ready to be floated away. The 
inhabitants of the bottom lost nearly all their personal property. 
A large number of them were taken to St. Louis in a state of 
entire destitution, and their necessities were supplied by the 
contributions of the charitable of that city. A larger number 
were forced out on to the Illinois bluffs, where they encamped, 
and were supplied with provisions by the neighboring inhab- 
itants. This freshet nearly ruined the ancient village of Kas- 
kaskia. The inhabitants were driven away and scattered, many 
of them never to return. For many years before this flood, 
there had been a flourishing institution at Kaskaskia, under the 
direction of an order of nuns of the Catholic Church. They had 
erected an extensive building, which was surrounded and filled 
by the waters to the second Story. But they were all safely 
taken away, pupils and all, by a steamboat which was sent to 
their relief, and which ran directly up to the buUding and re- 
ceived its inmates from the second story. This school was now 
transferred to St. Louis, where it yet remains. All the rivers 
and streams in Illinois were as high, and did as much damage 
in proportion to their length and the extent of their bottoms, as 
the Mississippi 

This great flood destroyed the last hope of getting provisions 
at home; and I was totally without funds belonging to the 
State, with which to purchase at more distant markets, and 
there was a certainty that such purchases could not have been 
made oh credit abroad. For these reasons I was desirous of 
avoiding a war, if it could be avoided. 

In the meantime, I made a requisition upon the ofiicers of 
the Nauvoo legion for the State arms in their possession. It 
appears that there was no evidence in the quartermaster-gen- 



886 msTOBT OF Illinois. 

eral'a oflSoe of the number and descriptioD of arms with whidi 
the legion had been furnished. Dr. Bennett, after he had been 
i^ipointed quartennaster^eneral, had jomed the Mormons, and 
had disposed of the public arms as he pleased, without keeping 
or giving any aooonnt of them. On this anhject I applied to 
Gen. Wilson Law for information. He had lately been the 
mAJor.general of the legion. He had seceded from the Mbnnon 
party ; was one of the owners of the proaoribed preaa; had left 
the city, as he said, in fear <^ his life ; and was one of die party 
asking for justice against its oonatitiited authorities. He was 
interested to exaggerate the number of arms, rather tluai to 
place it at too low an eedmateL From his information 1 leaned 
that the legion had reoeiTed three pieces of cannon ud about 
two hundred and fifty stand of small arms and their accoutre- 
ments. Of these, the three pieces of cannon and two hundred 
and twenty stand of small arms were surrendered, llieae arms 
were demanded, bectmae the legion was illegallr used in the 
destruction of the preaa, and in enforaing martial law in the 
city, in open resistance to legal prooeaa, and the ^o*a» eoai- 
ttelM. 

I demanded the surrender aba, on account ot the great pRf 
udioe and excitement which the possession of these arms by 
the Mormons had always kindled in the mincb of tlw people. 
A large portion of the pec^e, by pure misrepresentation, had 
been made to believe that the legion had received of the State 
as many as thirty pieces of artillory and five or six tb<Misuid 
stand of small anna, which. In all probability, would soon be 
wielded for the conquest of the country ; and for their sab- 
jeotion to Mormon domination. I was of opinion that the n- 
moval of these arms would tend much to allay thia excitenMBt 
and priyudioe ; and in point of Am^ although wearing a seven 
aspect, would be an act of real kindness to the Mormons dwn- 
selvsa. 

On the aSd or »4lh di^ of June, Jo« &mth, the msiyor of 
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Nauvoo, together with his brother Hiram and all the memhers 
of the council and all others demanded, came into Carthage 
and surrendered themselves prisoners to the constable, on the 
diarge of riot. They all voluntarily entered into a recognizance 
before the justice of the peace, for their appearance at court to 
answer the charge. And all of them were discharged from 
custody except Joe ^d Hiram Smith, against whom the magis- 
trate had issued a new writ, on a complaint of treason. They 
were immediately arrested by the constable on this charge, and 
retained in his custody to answer it. 

The overt act of treason charged against them consisted in 
the alleged levying of war against the State by declaring mar- 
tial law in Nauvoo, and ia ordering out the legion to resist the 
posse comitatus. Their actual guiltiness of the charge would de- 
pend upon circumstances. If their opponents had been seeking 
to put the law in force in good faith, and nothing more, then 
an array of a military force in open resistance to the posse com- 
itatus and the militia of the State, most probably would have 
amounted to treason. But if those opponents merely intended to 
use the process of the law, the militia of the State, and the posse 
comitatus, as cats-paws to compass the possessions of their per- 
sons for the purpose of murdering them afterwards, as the sequel 
demonstrated the fact to be, it might well be doubted whether 
they were guilty of treason. 

Soon after the surrender of the Smiths, at their request I de- 
spatched Captain Singleton with his company from Brown 
county to Nauvoo, to guard the town; and I authorized him to 
take command of the legion. He reported to me afterwards, 
that he called out the legion for inspection ; and that upon two 
hours' notice two thousand of them assembled, all of them 
armed ; and this after the public arms had been taken away 
from them. So it appears that they had a sufiiciency of private 
arms for any reasonable purpose. 

After the Smiths had been arrested on the new charge of 

15 
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treason, the justice of the peace postponed the examinaticm, be- 
caus>e utither of the parties were prepared with their witnesses 
for trial. In the meantime, he committed them to the jail of 
the county for greater security. 

In all this matter the jusdoe of the peace and constable, 
though humble in office, were acting in a high and independent 
capacity, far beyond any legal power in me to ooatrol. I con- 
sidered that the executive power could only be called in to as- 
sist, and not to dictate or control their action ; that in the hum- 
ble sphere of their duties they were as independent, and dothed 
with as high authority by the law, .i" the executive d^Mrtment; 
aiiJ that my proTinoe was dimply to aid them with the force of 
the Stall'. It i^ true, that so fiu* a> I could prevail on them by 
advice, I endeavored to do so. The prisoners wexe not in mili- 
tary cu.st<Hly, or prisoners of war ; and I could no more lipJly 
control these ofBoera, tiian I could tho superior courts of justice. 

Some persons have !-u]>posed that I ought U> have had them 
sent to some distant and friendly part ci the State, for i-outlui.'^ 
ment and trial ; and that I ought to have »<;irched them for ooo- 
oealed amis ; but t)ies« surmises and suppositious are readily 
disposed o^ by the fact, that they wcn.> ii»>t my j>risouir>; but 
were the prisoners of the constable and jailer, under the direc- 
tion of the ju.stiix' of the peace. And also by the fiict, that by 
law they could be tried in no other ci^unly than Hancock. 

The jail in which they were confined, is a considerable stone 
buildins; ; containing a reaideiioe for the JMler. cells lor the close 
luid secuiv oonfmouiont of prisoners, and vwe lai^gcr room not 
so .-troll)', but more airy and ivmloriable than the oclla. They 
wir»< put into the wlls l.y the jailor; but upon their rvmon- 
stnuice and ntiuost, and by my advice, they were transferrx'd 
to the larger room ; and there they r»-iiiiuci>d until the final 
catastrophe. Noiiher ihoy nor I, st'riously apprehended an at- 
tack on the jail through tlio gtianl s^utioned to protect it. -Nor 
did I apprehend the least danger on their part of an att«mpt to 
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escape. For I was very sure that any such an attempt would 
have been the signal of their immediate death. Indeed, if they 
had escaped, it would have heen fortunate for the purposes of 
those who were anxious for the expulsion of the Mormon popu 
lation. For the great hody of that people would most assured- 
ly have followed their prophet and principal leaders, as they 
did in their flight from Missouri.* 

The force assembled at Carthage amounted to about twelve 
or thirteen hundred men, and it was calculated that four or five 
hundred more were assembled at Warsaw. . Nearly all that 
portion resident in Hancock were anxious to be marched into 
Nauvoo. This measure was supposed to be necessary to search 
for counterfeit money and the apparatus to make it, and also to 
strike a salutary terror into the Mormon people by an exhibi- 
tion of the force of the State, and thereby prevent future out- 
rages, murders, robberies, burnings, and the like, apprehended 
as the effect of Mormon vengeance, on those who had taken a 
part against them. On my part, at one time, this arrangement 
was agreed to. The morning of the 27th day of June was appoint- 

* I learned afterwards that the leaders of the anti-Mormons did much 
to stimnlate their followers to the mnrder of the Smiths in jail, by al- 
leging that the governor intended to favor their escape. If this had 
been true, and could have been well carried out, it would have been 
the best way of getting rid of the Mormons. These leaders of the Mor- 
mons would never have dared to return, and they would have been 
followed in their flight by all their church. I had such a plan in my 
mind, but I had never breathed it to a living . soul, and was thus 
thwarted in ridding the State of the Mormons two years before they 
actually left, by the insane frenzy of the anti-Mormons. Joe Smith, 
when he escaped from Missouri, had no difficulty in again collecting 
his sect about him at Nauvoo ; and so the twelve apostles, after they 
had been at the head of affairs long enough to establish their authority 
and influence as leaders, had no difficulty in getting nearly the whole 
body of Mormons to follow them into the wilderness two years after 
the death of their pretended prophet. 
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ed for the march ; and Golden's Point, near the Mississippi riv. 
er, and about equi-distaat from Nauvoo and Warsaw, was se^ 
Iccted aa the place of rendezYous. I had determined to prevail 
on the jastioe to bring out his prisoners, and take them along. 
A council of officers, however, determined that this would be 
highly inexpedient and dangerou*i. and ofiered such substantial 
reasons for their opuii"ns as induced me to change mj resoln- 
tion. 

Two or three days' preparations had been made for this ex- 
pedition. 1 observed tlwt «-:'nie of the people became more 
and more excited and iiiAammatorr the further the preparations 
were advanced. Occasional thnats came !•> my ears of destroy- 
ing the city and murdering or expelling the inhabitants. 

I had no objection to ease the terrors of the fieople by such 
a display of force, and was most anxious also to s<.:trch for the 
alleged apparatus for making counterfeit raoDcy ; niid, in bet, 
to inquire into all the charges against that people, if I could 
have been assured of mv command against mutiny and insub- 
ordination. But I gradually learned, to my entire satis^tion, 
that there was a plan to get the troops into Xaiivoo, and there 
to begin the war, probably by some of our own party, or some 
of tho scce<lin^ Mornums. taking advantage of tbe night, to fire 
on our own force, and then laying it on the Mormons. I was 
satisfied that there were those amongst us fiilly caipable of such 
an act. Imping tkit in the alarm, bustle, !u>d conlusiiw of .1 mili- 
tia camp, the truth could nv>t be discovered, and that it might 
lead to the desired collision. 

1 liad many objix lions to be made the dupe of any such or 
similar nrtiiiiv, 1 waa openly and boldly opjxwed to any attache 
lui the city, unlem it should become necessary, to arre--t prison- 
ers legally charged and demanded. lniU>e»i, if any one will re- 
fleet upon the nuniK-r of women. iiu»ironsive and young peroivns, 
and Innocent cliildrx<n, which nnist be contained in such a city 
of twelve or fUleen thousand inhabitants, it would seem to me 
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his heart ■would relent and rehel against such -dolent resolu- 
tions. Nothing but the most blinded and obdurate fury could 
incite a person, even if he had the power, to the willingness of 
driving such persons, bare and houseless, on to the prairies, to 
starve, suffer, and even steal, as they must have done, for sub- 
sistence. No one who has children of his own would think of 
it for a moment. 

Besides this, if we had been ever so much disposed to com- 
mit such an act of wickedness, we evidently had not the power 
to do it. I was well assured that the Mormons, at a short no- 
tice, could muster as many as two or three thousand well- 
armed men. We had not more than seventeen hundred, with 
three pieces of cannon, and about twelve hundred stand of small 
arms. We had provisions for two days only, and would be 
compelled to disband at the end of that time. To think of be- 
ginning a war under such circumstances was a plain absurdity. 
If the Mormons had succeeded in repulsing our attack-,, as most 
likely would have been the case, the country must necessarily 
be given up to their ravages until a new force could be assem- 
bled, and provisions made for its subsistence. Or if we should 
have succeeded in driving them from their city, they would have 
scattered ; and, being justly incensed at our barbarity, and suf- 
fering with privation and hunger, would have spread desolation 
all over the country, without any possibility, on our part, with 
the force we then had, of preventing it. Again : they would 
have had the advantage of being able to subsist their force in 
the field by plundering their enemies. 

AU these considerations were duly urged by me upon the 
attention of a council of officers, convened on the morning of 
27th of June. I also urged upon the council, that such wanton 
and unprovoked barbarity on their part would turn the sym- 
pathy of the people in the surrounding counties in favor of the 
Mormons, and therefore it would be impossible to raise a vol- 
unteer militia force to protect such a people against them. 
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Many of the officers admitted that there might be danger of 
ooUimon. But such was the blind farj prevailing at the time, 
though not ahowing itaelf bv much yisible excitement, that a 
small majority of the oonncil adhered to the first resolution of 
marching into Nauvr.i; most of the officers of the Schuyler 
and McDonough militia voting against it. and most of thoae of 
the county of I lanoock voting in its (avor. 

A %-ery responsible duty now devolved upwi me, to determine 
whether I would, as commander4D-chie£ be governed by the 
advice of this majority. I had no hesitation in deciding that I 
would not ; but on the contrary, I ordered the troope to be dis- 
banded, both at Carthage and Warsaw, with the cjtception of 
three companies, two of which were retained as a guard to the 
jail, and the other wa.<i retained to accompany me to N'auvoa 

The officers insisted much in council opon the neceauty of 
marching to that place to search for apparatus to make coun- 
terfeit money, and more particahu'ly to territ'y the Mormons 
from attempting any open or secret measures ot' vengeance 
against the citizens of the county, who had taken a part against 
them or their leaders. To ease iheir terrors on this head. I 
proposed to them that I would my» If proceed to the city, ac- 
companied by a small force, make the propo'-ed -^ ireh, tuid de- 
liver an address to the Mormons, and tell them pUinly what 
degree of excitement and hatred prevailed against them in the 
minds of the whole people, and that if any open or mxtci vio- 
lojicc should be committed on the jx-rsons or )>r»|H-n v of those 
who had taken part a^nst them, that no one would doubt but 
that it had been perpetrated by them, and that it would be the 
sure and certain means of the destruction of their eity and the 
extermination of their people 

1 ordero.1 two i»ii)(>anies under the command of Oipt. l{, F. 
Smith, of the Ou'tha^e (iraj-s, to guard the jail. In 8el«x>tiiui 
those oompaiiies, lutd pttriioul.irly the com|\iny of the Quiiage 
Cirayi for this aeniw, I have been subjected to some censure. 
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It has been said that this company had already been guilty of 
mutiny, and had been ordered to be arrested whilst in the en- 
campment at Carthage ; and Ijiat they and their ofEcers were 
the deadly enemies of the prisoners. Indeed it would have 
been difficult to find friends of the prisoners under my com- 
mand, unless I had called in the Mormons as a guard; and this 
I was satisfied would have led to the immediate^ war, and the 
sure death of the prisoners. 

It is true that this' company had behaved badly towards the 
brigadier-general in command,- on the occasion when the prison- 
ers were shown along the line of the McDonough militia^ This 
company had been ordered as a guard. They were under the 
belief that the prisoners, who were arrested for a capital offence, 
were shown to the troops in a kind of triumph ; and that they 
had been called on as a triumphal escort to grace the procession. 
They also entertained a very bad feeling towards the brigadier- 
general who commanded their service on the occasion. The 
truth is, however, that this company was never ordered to be 
arrested ; that the Smiths were not shown to the McDonough 
troops as a mark of honor and triumph, but were shown to 
them at the urgent request of the troops themselves, to gratify 
their curiosity in beholding persons who had made themselves 
so notorious in the country. 

When the Carthage Grays ascertained what was the true 
motive in showing the prisoners to the troops, they wei-e per- 
fectly satisfied. All due atonement was made on their part, 
for their conduct to the brigadier-general, and they cheerfully 
returned to their duty. 

Although I knew that this company were the enemies of the 
Smiths, yet I had confidence in their loyalty and integrity; 
because their captain was universally spoken of as a most re- 
spectable citizen and honorable man. The company itself was 
an old independent company, well armed, uniformed, and 
drilled ; and the members of it were the elite of the militia of 
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the county. I relied upon tlua companj- especially, because it 
waa an independent company, for a long time instructed and 
practiced in miliurv diadpline and subordination. I also bad 
their word and honor, offic<>rs and men, to do their duty accord- 
ing to law. Besides all this, the oflkers and most of the men 
resided in Carthage; in the near vicinity of Nauvoo; and, as I 
ihouglit. must know that tbty would make t!u in^u Iv, s and their 
j.rujnrtv ronv.iiiiut and conspicuous marks of Mormon vai- 
geance, in case th<v were guiliy of treachery. 

I had at first intended to select a guard from the county ^f 
McDi.iioucli, but the militia Of that county were Tery much d s- 
satisfied to remain ; their crops were su^ring at home : they 
were in a perfect fever to be dischaigvd : and I was destitute <.>( 
provisions to supply them for more than a few days. They 
were for from home, where they nnild not supply thorns* ive^ 
Whilst the Carthage company could board at their own houses, 
and would be put to little inconvenience io comparison. 

What gave me greater confidence in the selection of this ci>n»- 
pany as a prudent roc«.<ure was, that the A'lection was fir^ si.::- 
gcsted and lugcd by the brigadiergeneml in commanvi, who 
was well known to bo utterly hvKtJJo to all iiHiUvraov and v av 
Icnoo towards the prisoners, and who was openly charged t'v 
the violont party with being on the side of the Mor:,;..!i^ \i 
any rato 1 knew that (ho jail would have to be guarded as long 
ii-i ilio prisoners won* confined ; that an impr<M<nnient ft»r trea- 
son ntigbt last the whole suiuiuer and the greater part of the 
autumn before a trial could Ih> \ad in the circuit court ; th.il it 
wouM Ih< utterly impoasibl® in i1m> circumstanc«a of the country 
to keep a force thor«< fron» a foreign t\<uni\ fi>r so Umg a t.uo ; 
and that a time roust sur\>l_v i>inu« when the ihn\ oi" :;'::m;.:\.: 
tlu' jail w.uiKl neoeamrily .1. \..l\o on the cititons t»f die .^nmsv. 

II is true, also, that at thi- time 1 luid not b«lu%.>l or su^|HX-t- 
ed tliat any attack \m)s io be made upon the priaoncrN in jail. 
It is true that 1 was aware tlwt a great deal of hatred existed 
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against them, and that there were those who ■would do them an 
injury if they could. I had heard of some threats being made, 
but none of an attack upon the prisoners whilst in jail. These 
threats seemed to be made by individuals not acting in concert. 
They were no more than the bluster which might have been ex- 
pected, and furnished no indication of numbers combining for 
this or any other purpose. 

I must here be permitted to say, also, that frequent appeals 
had been made to me to make a clean and thorough work of 
the matter, by exterminating the Mormons, or expelling them 
from the State. An opinion seemed generally to prevail, that 
the sanction of executive authority would legalize the act ; and 
all persons of any influence, authority, or note, who conversed 
with me on the subject, frequently and repeatedly stated their 
total unwillingness to act without my direction, or in any mode 
except according to law. 

This was a circumstance well calculated to conceal from me 
the secBet machinations on foot. I had constantly contended 
against violent measures, and so had the brigadier-general in 
command ; and I am convinced that unusual pains were taken 
to conceal from both of us the secret measures resolved upon. 
It has been said, however, that some person named Willianis, in 
a public speech at Carthage, called for volunteers to murder the 
Smiths ; and that I ought to have had him arrested. Whether 
such a speech was really made or not, is yet unknown to me. 

Having ordered the guard, and left General Deming in com- 
mand in Carthage, and discharged the residue of the militia, I 
immediately departed for Nauvoo, eighteen miles distant, ac- 
companied by Col. Buckmaster, Quartermaster-General, and 
Capt. Dunn's company of dragoons. 

After we had proceeded four miles. Colonel Buckmaster inti- 
mated to me a suspicion that an attack would be made upon the 
jail. He stated the matter as a mere suspicion, arising from 
having seen two persons converse together at Carthage with 

15* 
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some air of mystery. I myself entertained no suspicion of 
such an attack ; at any rate, none before the next day in the af^ 
tcmoon; because it was notorious that we had departed from 
Carthage with the declared intention of being absent at least 
two days. I could not believe that any person would attack 
the jail whilst we were in Nauvoo, and thereby expose my life 
and the life of mv companions to the sudden vengeance of the 
Mormons, upon hearing of the death of their leaders. Xever- 
theleaa, acting upon the principle of providing against mere poe- 
sibiliUes, I sent back one of the company with a special order 
to Capt Smith to guard the jail strictly, and at the peril of his 
life, until my return. 

We proceeded on our journey (bur mi'. * farther. By this 
time I had oonrinocd myself that no attack would be made on 
the jail that day or night, I supposed that a regard lor my 
safety and the aafety of my companions would prevent an at- 
tack until those to be engaged in it could be assured of our de- 
parture from Nauvoo. I still think that this ought to have ap- 
peared t<^ 1110 to be a reasonable ■;iii'|->Mt;<'n. 

1 therefore determined at ihU point to omit making the 
search for counterfeit money at N.nuv.Hi. and deft-r an examno*- 
tion of all the other abominations charged on that people, in or- 
der to return to Carthage th.-it same night, that I might be on 
the ground in person, in time to prevent an attack upon the jail, 
if any had been meditated. To this end we i-alled a halt : tha 
baggage wag«ws we>« ordered to remain where they were imttl 
to»ar<la evening, and then return to Ouihage. 

Having made these arrangements we j«oce«ded on our march 
aiui iirrivtxl at Nauvini about (bur oVKx<k of the aAemoon of 
the 27 th day of Jime. As soon a.o notice could be sriven, a 
crowd of the oititem assembled to h«ur an address which 1 pr«w 
posed to <U<livi<r to them. The number present haa been vari- 
ously eiitimated (K>m one to tivo thouaattd. 

In this address 1 stated to them bow, and in what, their Auic- 



HISTORY OF ILLESrOIS.^ 847 

tionaries had Tiolated the laws. Also, the many scandalous re- 
ports in circulation against them, and that these reports, whether 
true or false, were generally believed by the people. I dis- 
tinctly stated to them the amount of hatred and prejudice which 
prevailed everywhere against them, and the causes of it, at 
length. 

I also told them plamly and emphatically, that if any ven- 
geance should be attempted openly or secretly against the per- 
sons or property of the citizens who had taken part against their 
leaders, that the public hatred and excitement was such, that 
thousands would assemble for the total destruction of their city 
and the extermination of their people ; and that no power ^n 
the State would be able to prevent it. During this address 
some impatience and resentment were manifested by the Mor- 
mons, at the recital of the various reports enumerated concern- 
ing them ; which they strenuously and indignantly denied to be 
true. They claimed to be a law-abiding people, and insisted 
that as they looked to the law alone for their protection, so 
were they careful themselves to observe its provisions. Upon 
the conclusion of this address, I proposed to take a vote on the 
question, whether they would strictly observe the laws, even in 
opposition to their prophet and leaders. The vote was unani- 
mous in favor of this proposition. 

The anti-Mormons contended that such a vote from the Mor- 
mons signified nothing ; and truly the subsequent history of 
that people showed clearly that they were loudest in their pro- 
fessions of attachment to the law whenever they were guilty of 
the greatest extravagances ; and in fact, that they were so ignor- 
ant and stupid about matters of law, that they had no means of 
judging of the legality of their conduct, only as they were in- 
structed by their spiritual leaders. 

A short time before sundown we departed on our return to 
Carthage. When we had proceeded two miles we met two in- 
dividuals, one of them a Mormon, who informed us that the 
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Smiths had been assassinated in jail, aboat five or six o'clock 
of that day. The intelligence seemed to strike every one with 
a kind of dumbness. As to myseli; it was perfectly astound- 
ing ; and I anticipated the very worst consequences from it 
The Mormons had been represented to me as a lawless, in&tu- 
ated, and fanatical people, not governed by the ordinary mo- 
tives which influence the rest of mankinJ. If so, most likely an 
exterminating war would ensue, and the whole land would be 
covered with desolation. 

Acting upon this supposition, it was my duty to provide as 
well as I could for the event. I therefore ordered the two mes- 
sengers into custody, and t<> be rttumed with us to Carthage. 
TUs was done to get time to make such arragcnit nts as cuuld 
be made, and to prevent any sudden explosion of Mormon ex- 
citement before they could be writt^i to by tbeir friends at 
Cartilage. I also despatched messengers to Warsaw, to advise 
the citizens of the event. But the people there knew aU about 
till- matter before my iiKvs.iii:, rs arrived. Tlio . liko myselli 
anticipated a general attack all over the country. The women 
and children were removed across the rivi-r ; and a committee 
was despatched that iii^'ht to Quiooy for ai«i>tdnoe. The next 
morning by daylight the ringing of the bolls in the city of 
Quincy, announced, a public nuvting. The people assembled 
in great numbers at an c;irly hour. The Warsaw committee 
stated to the meeting that a [Karly of Morntons had attempted 
to rescue tlu< Sinilhs out of jail ; that a piu-ly of Missouriaiiii 
and others, bad killoii the prisoners to prevent their escape ; 
tltat the i^ncnuir and bin party vtctv at N.-ui\ix< at the time 
when intellijjcnce of the fiict was brought thorv ; that ihoy had 
been attacked by the Nauviyi legion, and had retrvatod to a 
house \v)u<rt< thov were tlHm cloacly besieged. That the goveiv 
nor had sent out word that he could maintain his poaitioo for 
two days, and would bo c^>rtain to be roa.ssacred if a.^!itance 
did not arrive liy the end of that time. It is tinnn iiiinrj to 
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say that this entire story was a fabrication. It was of a piece 
with the other reports put into circulation by the anti-Mor- 
mon party, to influence the public mind and call the people to 
their assistance. The effect of it, however, was that by ten 
o'clock on the 28th of June, between two and three hundred 
men from Qumcy, under the command of Major Flood, em- 
barked on board of a steamboat for Nauvoo, to assist in rais- 
ing the siege, as they honestly believed. 

As for myself, I was well convinced that those, whoever they 
were, who assassinated the Smiths, meditated in turn my assas- 
sination by the Mormons. The very circumstances of the case 
fully corroborated the information which I afterwards received, 
that upon consultation of the assassins it was agreed amongst 
them that the murder must be committed whilst the governor 
was at Nauvoo ; that the Mormons would naturally suppose 
that he had planned it ; and that in the first outpouring of their 
indignation,,they would assassinate him, by way of retaliation. 
And that thus they would get clear of the Smiths and the gov- 
ernor, all at once. They also supposed, that if they could so 
contrive the matter as to have the governor of the State assas- 
sinated by the Mormons, the public excitement would be greatly 
increased against that people, and would result in their expul- 
sion from the State at least. 

Upon hearing of the assassination of the Smiths, I was sensi- 
ble that my cdmmand was at an end ; that my destruction was 
meditated as well as that of the Mormons ; and that I could not 
reasonably confide longer in the one party or in the other. 

The question then arose, what would be proper to be done. 
A war was expected by everybody. I was desirous of preserv- 
ing the peace. I could not put myself at the head of the Mor- 
mon force with any kind of propriety, and without exciting 
greater odium against them than already existed. I could not 
put myself at the head of the anti-Mormon party, because they 
had justly forfeited my confidence, and my command over them 
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was put an end to bj mutiny and treachery. I could not put 
rnynelf at the head of either of these forces, because both of 
them in turn had violated the law . and, as I then belieTed, 
mediUted further aggression. It appeared to me that if a war 
ensued, I ought to have a force in which I could confide, and 
that I ought to establish my head-qtuurters at a place where I 
could learn the truth as to what was going on. 

For these reasons, I determined to proceed to Qu.ni'\ . a place 
favorably situated for receiving the earliest intelligence, fcr 
issuing orders to raise an army if necessary, and for providing 
supplies for its subsistence. But first, I determined to return 
back to Carthage and make such arrangements as could be 
made for the pacification and .1. f. no.- .f tho country. When I 
arrived there, about ten o'clock at night, I found that great 
consternation prevailed. Many of the > ; 7. n-^ had departed 
with their familiess and others were preparing to ga .\s the 
country was utterly delbDceleaa, this seemed to me to be a 
proper precaution. One company of the guard stationed by 
mo to guard the jail, had disbanded and gone home before the 
jail was attacked ; and many of the Carthage Grays depazlcd 
soon afterwards. 

Gen. Dcming, who was absent in tho country during th« 
murder, had returned ; be volunteorvd to remain in command 
of a few men, with orders to guard the town, obacrve the prog- 
ress of e>-«ita, and t<< retreat if menaced by a superior force. 

Here also I found Dr. Rioh.irvl» and John Tkylor, two of the 
principal Mormon leaders, who had been in the jail at the time 
of (ht< attack, and who voluntarily addrpsaed a mivst pacific ex- 
hortation to their folio WHntifon^ which was tho first intolligence 
I'lthe murder which was ntceived at N.•>^lv^>^. I think it very 
probable that the iabaeqaent good conduct of the Mormons .-' 
attributable to the arrest of the mea»cager«, and to the iuftu- 
oiuv of this letter. 

Having made theae arraogemeata, I departed for Quiit^. 
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Oh my road thither, I heard of a body of militia marching 
from Schuyler, and another from Brown. It appears that or- 
ders had been sent out in my name, but without my knowledge, 
for the militia of Schuyler county. I immediately counter- 
manded their march, and they returned to their homes. When 
I arrived at Columbus, I found that Capt. Jonas had raised a 
company of one hundred men, who were just ready to march. 
By my advice they postponed their m.arch, to await further 
orders. 1 arrived at Quincy on the morning "of the 29th of 
June, about eight o'clock, and immediately issued orders, pro- 
visionally, for raising an imposing force, when it should seem 
to be necessary. 

I remained at Quincy for about one month, during which 
time a committee from Warsaw waited on me, with a written 
request that I would expel the Mormons from the State. It 
seemed that it never occurred to these gentlemen that I had no 
power to exile a citizen; but they insisted that if this were not 
done, their party would abandon the State. This requisition 
was refused of course. 

During this time also, with the view of saving expense, keep- 
ing the peace, and having a force which would be removed from 
the prejudices in the country, I made application to the United 
States for five hundred men of the regular army, to be stationed 
for a time in Hancock county, which was subsequently refused. 

During this time also, I had secret agents amongst all parties, 
observing their movements ; and was accurately informed of 
everything which was meditated on both sides. It appeared 
that the anti-Mormon party had not relinquished their hostility 
to the Mormons, nor their determination to expel them, but 
had deferred further operations until the fall season, after they 
had finished their summer's work on their farms. 

When I first went to Carthage, and during all this diflBcult 
business; no public officer ever acted from purer or more patri- 
otic intentions than I did. I was perfectly conscious of the ut- 
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most integrity in aU my actions, and felt Ufted up &r above all 
mere party considerations. But I had scarcely arrived at the 
scene of action before the whig press commenced the most vio- 
lent abuse, and attributed to mc the basest motives. It was al- 
leged in the Sangamon Journal, and repeated in the other whig 
newspapers, that the governor had merely gone over to cement 
an aUiance with the Mormons ; that the leaders would not be 
brought to punishment, but that a full privilege would be ac- 
corded to them to commit Crimea • i" every hue and grade, in 
rttum for their support of the democratic party. I mentioB 
this, not by way of complaint, for it is only the privilege of the 
minority to complain, but for its in6uence upon the people. 

I observed that I was narrowly watched in all my proceedings 
by my whig fellow-citizi-ns. and was suspected of an intention 
t< > favor the Mormons. I ft-lt that I did ii' t possess the oonfi- 
denoe of the men 1 commanded, and that they had been iadoeed 
to withhold it by the promulgation of the most abominabla 
falsehoods. I felt the neceasity of poaaeaaing their coniideoce, 
in order to give vigor to my action : and exerted iii\ >cif in 
every way to obtain it, so that I could control the cjccitod mul- 
titude who were under my comnianvl. I succeeded better for a 
time than could luivo been expected : but who can oootrol the 
action of a mob wiibtiut poasoanng ihotr entire confidence t It 
is true, also, that some unprincipled democrata all the time ap- 
peared to be very busy on the side of the Mormons, and this 
circumstance waa well calculated to increue suspicion of every 
one who had the name of democrat. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Account of the assassination of the Smiths— Done by the forces at Warsaw—Treachery 
of the Carthage Greys— Franklin A. Worrell — Attack on the Jail — Murder of Joe 
and Hiram Smith — Character of Joe Smith — Character of the leading Mormons — 
Character of the Mormon people — A^irs of the Chm-ch- Sidney Rigdun's prophe- 
cies—The twelve apostles— Triumph of the twelve— Increase of Mormonism- Causes 
of it— Governor Ford and Herod and Pilate— The Mormons quit preaching to the 
Gentiles — CharacLer of their preaching- Increased hostility of the " Saints" — Deter- 
mination to expel the Mormons— Both parties ready to set aside free government — 
Natural inclination to despotism — Presidential election of 1844 — Infatuation of the 
people — State election — Colonel Taylor?s risit to ihe Mormons induces them to vole 
the democratic ticket — The fault laid on the Governor — Fresli determination to ex- 
pel the Mormons— Conduct of the whig press— Pusillanimity of politicians— General 
Hardin— Colonel Baker— Colonel Weatherford- Colonel Merriman— Anti-Mormon 
wolf-hunt— Military expedition to Hancock — Militia infected with anti-Mormonism 
— Surrender of two persons accused of the murder — Terms of surrender arranged 
by Colonel Baker— Incompetency of a militia force in such cases— Prosecution of 
the murderers— Riotous trials— Constitution in relation to changes of venue— Trial 
of the Mormons for destroying the press— Both, parties get a jury to suit them— AH 
acquitted— Anarchy in Hancock. 

It was many days after the assassination of the Smiths be- 
fore the drcumstances of the murder fully became known. It 
then appeared that, agreeably to previous orders, the posse at 
Warsaw had marched on the morning of the 27th of June in 
the direction of Golden's Point, with a view to join the force 
from Carthage, the whole body then to be marched into Nau- 
voo. But by the time they had gone eight miles, they were 
met by the order to disband ; and learning at the same time 
that the governor was absent at Nauvoo, about two hundred of 
these men, many of them being disguised by blacking their 
faces with powder and mud, hastened immediately to Carthage, 
There they encamped, at some distance from the village, and 
soon learned that one of the companies left as a guard had dis- 
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banded and returned to their homes : the other company, the 
Carthage Greya, was gtationod by the captain in the public 
square, a hundred and fifty yards from the jail. Wliilst eight 
men were detailed by him, under the command of Sergeant 
I'ranklio A. Worrellf to guard th<> prisoners. A communiear 
tion was soon established between the con.<^lrators and the com- 
pany ; and it was 'arranged that the guard should have their 
guns charged with blank cartridges;, and fire at the assailants 
when they attempted to mter tlu- jaiL Gen. Deming, who 
was left in command, being deserted by some of his troops, and 
perceiving the arrangement with the others, and having no force 
upon whidi he could rely, for fear of his life retired from the 
village. The con^pirai^rs came op, jumped the slight fence 
around the jail, were fired upon by the guard, which, acoordii^ 
to arrangement, was overpowered tmme«UateIj, and the assail- 
ants entered the prison, to the door of the room where the two 
prisoners were confined, with two of their ir.i n.is who volunta- 
rily bore them company. .\ii attempt was made to break open 
the door ; but Joe SmiUi being nnned with a sis-l>arr*lled pis- 
tol, funiisjiod by his fnends, fired several linii < as the dixir was 
burstcd o]K>ii, and wounded three of the asaailanta. At the 
same time several sliots were fired into the room, by some of 
which .lohn Taylor received four wounds, and Hiram Smith 
wa.« instantly killed. Joe Smitti now attempted to e«w«pe by 
jumping out of the second-stMy window ; but the fall so stim- 
iicd him that he was unable to riM- ; and being placed in a fit- 
ting po«ituro by the etmspirators Wlow. they dcapatdicd him 
with fi'ur lutlN shot through his U^ly. 

nui« fell .Kh' Siuiih, the m»« gucc « « fa l impcwtor in modem 
tiine.o ; a man who, tl)oui;li ignorant and ooarae, had ^<me great 
natural imris. which llti«Hl him for temporary ^u.xn <<, but which 
were so obsourotl and t><>uiiiernot»>l l>y the inherent cormptiaD 
and vice* «i his nalur^ that he iie\ er could succeed in est.-4b!(ah- 
ing a •"VKiem of polioy which looked to pevroanent suceeas in 
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the future. His lusts, his love of money and power, always 
set him to studying present gratification and convenience, rather 
than the remote consequences of his plans.' It seems that no 
power of intellect can save a corrupt man from this error. The 
strong cravings of the animal nature will never give fair play 
to a fine understanding, the judgment is never allowed to choose 
that good which is far away, in preference to enticing evil near 
at hand. And this may be considered a wise ordinance of 
Providence, by which the counsels of talented but corrupt men, 
are defeated in the very act which promised success. 

It must not be supposed that the pretended prophet practiced 
the tricks of a common impostor ; that he was a dark and 
gloomy person, with a long beard, a grave and severe aspect, 
and a reserved and saintly carriage of his person; on the con- 
trary, he was full of levity, even to boyism: romping ; dressed 
like a dandy, and at times drank like a sailor and swore like a 
pirate. He could, as occasion required, be exceedingly meek 
in his deportment ; and then again rough and boisterous -as a 
highway robber ; being always able to satisfy his followers of 
the propriety of his conduct. He always quailed before power, 
and was arrogant to weakness. At times he could put on the 
air of a penitent, as if feeling the deepest humiliation for bis 
sins, and suffering unutterable anguish, and indulging in the 
most gloomy forebodings of eternal woe. At such times he 
would call for the prayers of the brethren in his behalf, with a 
wild and fearful energy and earnestness. He was full six feet 
high, strongly built, and uncommonly well muscled. No doubt 
he was as much indebted for his influence over an ignorant peo- 
ple, to the superiority of his physical vigor, as to his greater 
cunning and intellect. 

His followers were divided into the leaders and the led ; the 
first division embraced a numerous class of broken down, un- 
principled men of talents, to be found in every country, who, 
bankrupt in character and fortune, had nothing to lose by de- 
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serting the known religions, and earring out a new one of that 
own. They were mostly infidels, who holding all religions in 
derision, believed that they had as good a right &s CSuist or 
Ulahomet, or any of the founders of former systems, to create 
one for themselves ; and if they could impose it upcm man kin d, 
to live upon the labor of their dupes. Those of the seocxid 
division, were the credulous wondering part of men, whose 
easy belief and admiring natures, are always the victims of 
novelty, in whatever shape it may come, who hare a capacity 
to believe any strange and wonderful matter, if it only be new, 
whilst the wonders <•( former ages oonunaad neither £uth nor 
reverence ; they were men of feeble purposes, readily subjected 
to the will of the strong, giving themselves up entirely to the 
direction of their leaders ; and thi-^ accounts for the very great 
influence of those Iraders in ocmtroUing them. In other respects 
some of the Mormons were abandoned rogues, who had taken 
shelter in Nauvoo, as a conveniciit place for the head-quarters 
of their villany -, and others were good, honest, industrious peo- 
ple, who were the sincere victims of aii artful delu^on. Such 
as these were more the proi-ior objects <^piiy than per^-cution. 
With them, thoir religious belief was a kind of insanity: and 
certainly no greater calamity c«n be&U a human being, than to 
have a mind s<^ constituted as to be made the stncerv dupe of a 
roligious imposture. 

The more polished portion of the M>^riti<Mis were a merry 
si't of lellowrs, I'ond of music and dancing, dre» and gay assem- 
bli«!S. I'ltcy had their regular dancing parties of gentlemen 
njul ladies, and were by no means oxolusive in admittii^ any 
one to them on the scoix^ of thancUft. It is a notoa-ious fi^t, 
that « d«^pcrado 1>\ the name of Roc^w«U, having attracted 
the afllvtioiis of a prx'tty wontaii, the wife of a Mormon nvT- 
eliant, took her fron» her husl^aiui bv forw of anna, to live with 
him in ndiillerv. But whilst she was so living notoriously in 
adultery with a Monmw bully, in the same city with her hus- 
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band, she -was freely admitted to the best society in the place, 
to all the gay assemblies, where she and her husband frequently 
met in the same dance. 

The world now indulged in various conjectures as to the frir- 
ther progress of the Mormon religion .~~ By some persons it was 
believed that it would perish and die away with its founder. 
But upon the principle that " the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church," there was now really more cause than ever 
to predict its success. The m.urder of the Smiths, instead of 
putting an end to the delusion of the Mormons and dispersing 
them, as many believed it would, only bound them together 
closer than ever, gave them new confidence in their faith and 
an increased fanaticism. The Mormon church had been organ- 
ised with a first presidency, composed of Joe and Hiram Smith 
and Sidney Eigdon, and twelve apostles of the prophet, repre- 
senting the apostles of Jesus Christ. The twelve apostles were 
now absent, and until they could be called together the minds 
of the " saints " were unsettled, as to the future government of 
the church. Eevelations were published that the prophet, in 
imitation of the Saviour, was to rise again from the dead. Many 
were looking in gaping wonderment for the fulfilment of this 
revelation, and some reported that they^had already seen him, 
attended by a celestial army coursing the air on a great white 
horse. Eigdon, as the only remaining member of the first 
presidency, claimed the government of the church, as being 
successor to the prophet. When the twelve apostles returned 
from foreign parts, a fierce struggle for power ensued between 
them and Eigdon. Eigdon fortified his pretensions by alleging 
the will of the prophet in his favor, and pretending to have 
several new revelations from heaven, amongst which was one 
of a very impolitic nature. This was to the eflfect, that all the 
wealthy Mormons were to break up their residence at Nauvoo, 
and follow him to Pittsburg. This revelation put both the rich 
and the poor against him. The rich, because they did not want 
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to leave their property ; and the poor because they wouia not 
be dtserted by the wealthy. This was fetal to the ambition of 
Rigdon ; and the Mormons tired of the despotism of a one-man 
government, were now willing to decide in fevor of the apos- 
tles. Rigdon was expelled from the church as being a lake 
prophet, and left the field with a few followers, to esteblish a 
little delusion of his own. near Pittsburg ; leaving the govern- 
ment of the main church in the hands of the ^lOetlea, with 
Brigham Young, a cunning but \-ulgar man, at their head, occu- 
pying the place of Peter in the CJiristian hierarchy. 

Missionaries were despatched to all parts to preadi in the 
name of the " martyred Joseph ;" and the Mormon religion 
thrived more tlian ever. For awhile it was doubtAd whether 
the reign of the military saints m Nauvoo would not in course 
of time supplant the meek and lowly system of Christ. There 
were many things to fevor their success. TTie different Chris- 
tian sects had lost much of the fierj- euorgy hy which at first 
they were animated. They had attained to a more subdued, 
sober, learned, and intellectual religion. But there is at all 
times a large <.'!».<« of mankind who will never be satisfied with 
anything in devotion, short of a heated and wild fiinatifflimi. 
The Mormons were the greatest zealots, the most conlidont in 
tlu-ir faith, and filled with a wilder, fiercer, and more enterprs- 
ing eutliuaia.sm, than any Mi<t on the ci>ntinciit ol' America : their 
ri'ligion gave promise of more temf^iral and >p:riiu«l advan- 
tages lor less labor, and with Uvv" personal sacrifice of passion, 
lu.st. prejudiiv, malice, hatred, and ill-will, than any other per- 
hn|>it in the whole world. Tlioir missionaries abroad, to the 
luiniher of two or three thousand, werv most earnest and inde&ti- 
gable in their etforts to make conv>Tts; compassing '-^a and 
laud to make one prt^sdv tc \\ lu n abroad, they ttrtt preached 
duetrinc^ aomewhnt like those of the Otiupbellites; Sdncy Rig- 
don, the ii)\>'iiior ol' the ^y.<ttcm, having ouce been a OaropbaU> 
iie pr«achor ; and when they had made a fiivonble impreaaian, 
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they began in far-off allusions to open up their mysteries, and 
to reveal to their disciples that a perfect " fulness of the gospel" 
must be expected. This " fulness of the gospel " was looked 
for by the dreamy and wondering disciple, as an indefinite 
something not yet to be comprehended, but which was essen- 
tial to complete happiness and salvation. He was then told 
that God required him to remove to the place of gathering, 
where alone this sublime " fulness of the gospel " could be fiiUy 
revealed, and completely enjoyed. When he arrived at the 
place of gathering, he was fortified in the new faith by being 
withdrawn from all other influences ; and by seeing and hearing 
nothing but Mormons and Mormonism; and by association 
with those only who never doubted any of the Mormon dogmas. 
Now the " fulness of the gospel " could be safely made known. 
If it required him to submit to the most intolerable despotism ; 
if it tolerated and encouraged the lusts of the flesh and a pru- 
rality of wives ; if it claimed all the world for the saints ; uni- 
versal dominion for the Mormon leaders ; if it sanctioned mur- 
der, robbery, perjury, and larceny, at the command of their 
priests, no one could now doubt but that this was the " fulness 
of the gospel," the liberty of the saints, with which Christ had 
made them free. 

The Christian world, which has hitherto regarded Mormonism 
with silent contempt, unhappily may yet have cause to fear its 
rapid increase. Modem society is full of material for such a 
religion. At the death of the prophet, fourteen years after the 
first Mormon Church was organized, the Mormons in all the 
world'numbered about two hundred thousand souls (one half 
million according to their statistics) ; a number equal, perhaps, 
to the number of Christians, when the Christian Church was of 
the same age. It is to be feared that, in course of a century, 
some gifted man like Paul, some splendid orator, who will be 
able by his eloquence to attract crowds of the thousands who 
are ever ready to hear, and be carried away by, the sounding 
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brass and tinkling cj-mbal of sparklinrr oratory, may command 
a hearing, may succeed in breathing a new life into this modern 
Mahometanism. and make the name of the martyred Joseph 
ring as loud, and stir the souls of men as much, as the mighty 
name of Christ itself. Sharon, Palmyra, Manchester. Kirtlaud, 
Far West, .\damon Diahmt.n, Ramus, Nauvoo, and the Car^ 
thagc Jail, may become holy and venerable names. plac<es of 
classic interest, in another ai'-- : like Jerusalem, the Garden if 
Gethsemane, the Mount of Olives, and Mount Calvary to the 
Christian, and M.-.-rn and M. dina t- the Turk. And in that 
event, the author of this hi«toni- f. e'^ degraded by the r. flcotiv>a, 
that the humblegovemor of an obscure S!;iti-, who would other- 
wise be forgotten in a f.w yoar<, -':mU a fiiir chance, like Pilate 
and Herod, by their official oonTl.^ct!on with the true roligion, 
of being dragged down to piisterity with an immortal name, 
hitchotl on to the memory of a miserable import, .r. Tbere may 
be those whose ambition would lead them to desire an immor- 
tal name in history, even in lliose humbling terms. I am not 
one of that nuniK r. 

About one year after the ap< ■*;!<■* were installed into power, 
they abandoned for the present the project of convertinj the 
world to the new religion. Alt the missionaries and members 
abroad were ordered home -, it was announced that the world 
had rejiH-ied the p >^p«»l by the murder of the prophet and patri- 
arch, and wiL- to bo left to perish in it.- sins. In the mcaiitiine, 
Itoth In-lore and aft-r this, the elders at Nauvoo quit preaching 
about religion. The Mormons came from CTi-ry part, pouring 
into the city ; the congregaliiMis were regularly called together 
for worship, but instead of «x^x>unding the now gospel, the wal- 
ous and infuriated preachora now indulged only in curses and 
streins of abuse of the Gentiles, and it seemed to he their dcisien 
to fill their followers with the greato^t amount of hatred to all 
mankind excepting the " saints" .\ sermon waa mi mor\> than 
an inflammalory stump apoedi, relating to their quMTcls with 
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their enemies, and ornamented with an abundance of profanity. 
From my own personal knowledge of this people, I can say 
with truth, that 1 have never known much of any of their lead- 
ers who was not addicted to profane swearing. No other kind 
of discourses than these were heard in the city. Curses upon 
their enemies, upon the country, upon government, upon all 
public officers, were now the lessons taught by the elders, to in- 
flame their people with the highest degree of spite and malice 
against all who were not of the Mormon church, or its obse- 
quious tools. The reader can readily imagine how a city of fif- 
teen thousand inhabitants could be wrought up and kept in a 
continual rage by the inflammatory harangues of its leaders. 

In the meantime, the anti-Mormons were not idle ; they were 
more than ever determined to expel the Mormons ; and being 
passionately inflamed against them, they made many applica- 
tions for executive assistance. On the other hand, the Mor- 
mons invoked the assistance of government to take vengeance 
upon the murderers of the Smiths. The anti-Mormons asked 
the governor to violate the constitution, which he was sworn to 
support, by erecting himself into a military despot and exiling 
the Mormons. The Mormons, on their part, in their newspa- 
pers, invited the governor to assume absolute power, by taking 
a summary vengeance upon their enemies, by shooting fifty or 
a hundred of them, without judge or jury. Both parties were 
thoroughly disgusted with constitutional provisions, restraining 
them from the summary attainment of their wishes for ven- 
geance ; each was ready to submit to arbitrary power, to the 
fiat of a dictator, to make me a king for the time being, or at 
least that I might exercise the power of a king, to abolish both 
the forms and spirit of free government, if the despotism to be 
erected upon its ruins could only be wielded for its benefit, and 
to take vengeance on its enemies. It seems that, notwithstand- 
ing all our strong professions of attachment to liberty, there is 
all the time an unconquerable leaning to the principles of mon- 

16 
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archy and despotism, whenever the forms, the delays, and the 
restraints fif republican government &il to correct great evila. 
When the forms of government in the United States were first 
invented, the public liberty was thought to be the great object 
of governmental protection. Our ancestors studied t<> prevent 
govemm<-nt from doing harm, by depriving it of power. Tliey 
would n"t inist the power of exiling a i-.tizon upon any terms; 
or of taking his life, without a fiiir and impartial trial in the 
courts, even to the people themaelves, much less to their gov- 
ernment. But so infatuated were these parties, so deep did they 
feel their grievances, that both of them were enraged in thdr 
turn, because the governor firmly adhered to h:< oath of (^Boe ; 
ri ru--inir to be a party to their ri volotion&ry proceedings ; to 
V t aside the government of the country, and execute summary 
vengeance upon one or tlu- other of them. 

Another elootion was to come off in August, 1944, for mem- 
bers of Congress, and for the legislature ; :uid an oleotion was 
pending throughout the nation for a Pm^ident of the United 
Sijt. -J The war of party was ncvor more fierce and terriUe 
than during the pendency of these elcdiooa. The parties in 
many places met separately alinoist every night ; not to argue 
the <]uostiuns in dispute, but to denounce, ridicule, .il.uv,-, and 
lulittli- each other, with sarcasm, clamor, noise, and s«->iisr*. d«r- 
in;; which nothing could be hearvl but halK^'iiii;. hurrahing, and 
yelling, anJ tlH'n to diaperse thnmcli town, with insulting taunts 
and yells of dcfiancv on oiihor side, 

111 all tliif tliov wero but little l.>^ fimatical and frantic on the 
siilij«H-t of politioa, than were the Mormons about religion. Suoh 
a state ol"i'\oiii-!i\.!it could not ftiil to operate unfavorably upon 
the Mormon question, iiwolved &•* it was in the questions of 
jiarty inilitii-s, by tlie former votes of the Mormons. .\s m 
means of allaying tin- oxoiionu-nt, and making the .■,ii>>:'.><!\ 
more manageable, I wm most anxious that the Moriiioii« should 
not vote at thi* cKviion, and strxmiily advised them against do- 
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ing so. But Col. E. D. Taylor went to their city a few days 
before the election, and the Mormons being ever disposed to 
follow the worst advice they could get, were induced by him 
and others to vote for all the democratic candidates. Col. Tay- 
lor found them very hostile to the governor, and on that account 
much disposed not to vote at this election. The leading whig 
anti-Mormons, believing that I had an influence over the Mor- 
mons, for the purpose of destroying it had assured them that 
the governor had planned and been favorable to the murder of 
their prophet and patriarch. The Mormons pretended to sus- 
pect that the governor had given some countenance to the mur- 
der, or at least had neglected to take the proper precautions to 
prevent it. And yet it is strange that at this same election, 
they elected Gen. Deming to be the sheriff of the county, when 
they knew that he had first called out the militia against them, 
had concurred with me in all the measures subsequently adopted, 
had been left in command at Carthage during my absence at 
Nauvoo, and had left his post when he saw that he had no 
power to prevent the murders. As to myself, I shared the fate 
of all men in high places, who favor moderation, who see that 
both parties in the frenzy of their excitement are wrong — es- 
pousing the cause of neither ; which fate always is to be hated 
by both parties. But Col. Taylor, like a skilful politician, de- 
nied nothing, but gave countenance to everything the Mormons 
said of the governor ; and by admitting to them that the gov- 
ernor was a great rascal ; by promising them the support of 
the democratic party, an assurance he was not authorized to 
make, but which they were foolish enough to believe, and by in- 
sisting that the governor was not the democratic party, he over- 
came their reluctance to vote. Nevertheless, for mere political 
effect, without a shadow of justice, the whig leaders and news- 
papers everywhere, and some enemies in the democratic ranks, 
immediately charged this vote of the Mormons to the governor's 
influence ; and this charge being believed by many, made the 
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anti-Mormon partv more famous than ever in favor of the expnl- 
Bion of the Mormons. In the course of the &11 of 1 844, the anti- 
Mormon leaders sent printed invitations to all the militia cap- 
tains in Hancock, and t<> the captains of militia in all the neigh- 
boring counties in Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri, to be present 
-with their companies at a great wolf hunt in Hancock ; and it 
was privately announced that the wolves to be hunted were the 
Mormons and Jack Mormons. Preparaiioi!* were made for 
assembling several thousand men, with p^ovi^ioDs for six days ; 
and the anti-Monnon newspapers, in aid of the movemmt, com- 
menced anew the most awful accounts of thefts and robberies, 
and meditated outrages by the Mormons. The whig preas in 
every part of the I nitt"d 8t.itc<, came to their assistance. The 
democratic newspapers and leading democrata, who had received 
the benefit of the Mormon votes to their party, quailed under 
the tcm)H-:>t. leaving no organ for the correction <^ public opin- 
ion, either at home or abroad, except the discredited Mormon 
newspaper at .Nauvo<>. But very few of my prominent demo- 
cratic friends would dare to come op to the a.-<-i>tanc« of their 
gnvonior. and but few of them dared openly to vindicate hia 
motives in endeavoring to keep the peace. They were willing 
and anxious lor Mormon votes at elections, but they were un- 
willing to ri>k their popularity with the people, by taking a 
part in Uicir favor, even when law and justi.x-. and the Consti- 
tution, wore all on their side. Such being the odious character 
of the Mormons, the hatre<t of the common people against them, 
and such lu-ing the pusillanimity of leading men. in fearing to 
encounter it. 

Ill tills state of the case I applied to Brigadier Genoxal J. J. 
Hardin, of the Sinte militia, and to Colonels Baker «ih1 Merri- 
man, all whigs, but all of them men of military ambition, and 
they, together with Colonel William Wt^therflird, a democrat,* 

* Of U>« ofBo«r* who «<>r« out with mt ia thi* aiptdilioB, 0«b«>«1 
llardin, Colonsls Bakw and WMth«rfon^ aad lli^ Warraa, aft«r> 
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with my own exertions, succeeded in raising about five hundred 
volunteers ; and thus did these whigs, that which my own politi- 
cal friends, with two or three exceptions, were slow to do, from 
a sense of duty and gratitude. 

With this little force under the command of General Hardin, 
I arrived in Hancock county on the 25th of October. The 
malcontents abandoned their design, and all the leaders of it 
fled to Missouri. The Carthage Greys fled almost in a body, 
carrying their arms along with them. During our stay in the 
county the anti-Mormons thronged into the camp, and conversed 
freely with the men, who were fast infected with their prejudices, 
and it was impossible to get any of the officers to aid in ex- 
pelling them. Colonels Baker, Merriman and Weatherford, 
volunteered their services if I would go with them, to cross 
with a force into Missouri, to capture three of the anti-Mormon 
leaders, for whose arrest writs had been issued for the murder 
of the Smiths. To this I assented, and procured a boat, which 
was sent down in the night, and secretly landed a mile above 

■wards greatly distinguished themselves in the Mexican war. Major 
Warren is noticed by General Taylor in his despatches to the war de- 
partment, as a prudent and gallant officer. Lieutenant-Colonel Weath- 
erford was left a whole day with a few companies to guard the main 
pass at Buena Vista, where he and his men stood, during all that time, 
the fire of the Mexican artillery, without being allowed to advance near 
enough to return it. Colonel Baker, after the fall of General Shields, 
commanded a brigade of two Illinois regiments and one New York re- 
giment, in storming the last stronghold of the Mexicans at the battle 
of Cerro Gordo, in which he and his men behaved most gallantly, car- 
rying everything before them, which completed the entire route of the 
Mexican army. General Hardin at the battle of Buena Vista, in com- 
mand of two Illinois regiments in conjunction with a regiment of Ken- 
tucky volunteers, made a most gallant charge upon a large body of 
Mexican infantry and lancers, five times the numbers of the Americans, 
which decided the victory on our side ; but in which Hardin and many 
other gallant officers and men lost their lives. But they will live in 
the affectionata remembrance of their countrymen, to the latest time. 
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Warsaw. Our little force arrived at that place about noon ; 
that night we were to cross to Miss-'uri at Churthville, and 
seize the accused there encamped with a number of their 
friends; but that afternoon C'oK.ikI Baker visited the hostile en- 
campment, and on his return refused to participate in the expe- 
dition, and advised all his friends against joining it. There 
was no authority for compelling the men to invadv a neighbor- 
ing State, and for this cause, much to tlie vexation of myself 
and several others, the matter fell through. 

It seems that Colonel Baker had already partly arranged the 
terms lor the accused to surreoder. They were to be taken 
to Quincy for cxantiuatioD under a military guard ; the attorney 
for the people was to be advised to admit them to bail, and 
they were to be entitled to a continuance of theiT trial at the 
next court at Carthage ; upon thiN two of the accused came 
oviT and surrendered then. selves prisonera. 

But at that taiir 1 wa> held re.-.poi.iiible il;>r this compromise 
with the murderers. T\w truth ia, that I had but little of the 
moral power to command in th;-* expedition. Officers, men, 
and all undor me, were -■ infected with tbi- aiiti-Mormcn prej- 
udices that I wn.s mado to feel severely the waiil of moral power 
to control them. It would be thought very -:r«nge in an.\ othi'r 
government that the administralioa should have the power to 
direct, but no power to controL Hy the constitution the gov- 
ernor can neither appoint iu>r remove a militia officer. He 
nmy arrest and order a court martial. But .t court martial 
(■oiii|h>mhI of military jiflicwru, oKx'ted in timi^ of jH-wce, in miuiy 
ort.s<« ujHMi the san>e princif 1.-^ upon which Colonel Pluck was 
oIocImI in Nr» York city, i^ not likely to |>«y much attention 
ti> <'\j<ouUve wt*h«« in opposition to (H>(Hilnr oxoitenu<nt, ^^'. 
too, in Illinois, ilw j;ovi>nior has no power to i»p|x->int. removo. 
or in anywise i>'Utrol >luTitS«, justices of the peace, n«>r oven a 
i\>URtabl<> , and \vl ilu< aciivo co^iperaUou of such offi<x r^ with 
ilio o.\ivuUv«i, ia iudispeuaable to the success of any e^rt tb« 
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governor may make to suppress civil war. If any one supposes 
that the greatest amount of talents will enable any one to 
govern under such circumstances, he is mistaken. It may be 
thought that the governor ought to create a public sentiment in 
favor of his measures, to sway the minds of those under him to 
his own course, but if any one supposes that even the greatest 
abilities could succeed in such an effort against popular feeling, 
and against the inherent love of numerous demagogues for pop- 
ularity, he is again mistaken. 

I had determined from the first that some of the ring-leaders 
in the foul murder of the Smiths should be brought to trial. 
If these men had been the incarnation of Satan himself, as was 
believed by many, their murder was a foul and treacherous ac- 
tion, alike disgraceful to those who perpetrated the crime, to the 
State, and to the governor, whose word had been pledged for 
the protection of the prisoners in jail, and which had been so 
shamefully violated ; and required that the most vigorous means 
should be used to bring the assassins to punishment. As much 
as anything else the expedition under General Hardin had been 
ordered with a view to arrest the murderers. 

Accordingly, I employed able lawyers to hunt up the testi- 
mony, procure indictments, and prosecute the offenders. A 
trial was had before Judge Young in liie summer of 1845. The 
sheriif and pannel of jurors, selected by the Mormon court, were 
set aside for prejudice, and elisors were appointed to select a 
new jury. One friend of the Mormons and one anti-Mormon 
were appointed for this purpose ; but as more than a thousand 
men had assembled under arms at the court, to keep away the 
Mormons and their friends, the jury was made up of these mil- 
itary followers of the court, who all swore that they had never 
formed or expressed any opinion as to the guUt or innocence of 
the accused. The Mormons had one principal witness, who 
was with the troops at Warsaw, had marched with them until 
they were disbanded, heard their consultations, went before them 
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to Carthage, and saw them murder the Smiths. But before the 
trial came <m, they had bdaced him to become a Mormon : and 
being much more anxious for the glorification of the prophet 
than to avenge his death, the leading Mormons made him pub- 
lish a pamphlet giving an account of the murder ; in which he 
professed t'. have seen a bright and shining light descend upon 
the head of Joe Smith, to strike some of the conspirators with 
bliiidiii"-i, and that he heard suj>cniatural voices in the air con- 
firming his mission as a prophet '. Having published this in a 
book, he was compelled to swear to it in court, which <^ course 
destroyed the credit of his e^iJencc. This witnesa was aftei^ 
wards expelled from the M irmuns, but no doubt they wfll clii^ 
to hi.x evidence in favor of the divine mission of the pro|^t. 
}b(ajiy other witnesses were examined, who knew the fiKta, but, 
imder the intlutiiiv of the dcinoralization of Cictioa, denied all 
knowledge of them. It has been said, that fiurtion may find 
men honest, but it scaroely ever leaves them »o. This was veri- 
fied to the letter in the h^^u-ry nt' the Mormon quarreL The 
accused were all acquitloJ. 

During the progress of iln<se trials, tlie judge was (omfteUed 
to permit the court-house to be filled and »um>unded by armed 
bands, who attended court to browbeat and cverawe the admin- 
istration of justiot>. The Juilge himself was in a durex.>. and in- 
fcinnod me tluit he did not consider his life s^iniro anj part of 
the lime. Tlie e>'n--equeiice waa, that the crowd had everything 
their own way ; the lawyers for the defence defended their cli- 
enta by a K'Uj; luid elaborate attack oo the gx-venior ; the arm- 
I'll mob sijuii]^>e>l with ilu ir feet and yelled their approbation at 
every siufastic and Miiart thing that was said : and the judge 
was nt>t only forced lo hear it, but to lend it a kiinl of «ppn>v- 
ul. Jo.-iiah Laiubome waa attorar) t'or the prv«<vution : and 
l>. II. Browning, O. C, Skinner, Calx in A. \Varrt!tt,and William 
A. itiehardson, wore lor the detiuux\ 

At the ne\t term, the leading Monnona werv tried and ac- 
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quitted for the destruction of the heretical press. It appears 
that, not being interested in objecting to the sheriif or the jury 
selected by a court elected by themselves, they in their turn 
got a favorable jury determined upon acquittal, and yet the 
Mormon jurors all swore that they had formed no opinion as to 
the guilt or innocence of their accused friends. It appeared 
that the laws furnished the means of suiting each party with a 
jury. The Mormons could have a Mormon jury to be tried 
by, selected by themselves j and the anti-Mormons, by object- 
ing to the sheriff and regular pannel, could have one from the 
anti-Mormons. From henceforth no leading man on either side 
could be arrested without the aid of an army, as the men of 
one party could not safely surrender to the other for fear of be- 
ing murdered ; when arrested by a military force the constitu- 
tion prohibited a trial in any other county without the consent 
of the accused. No one would be convicted of any crime in 
Hancock ; and this put an end to the administration of the crim- 
inal law in that distracted county. Government was at an end 
there, and the whole community were delivered up to the do- 
minion of a frightful anarchy. If the whole State had been in 
the same condition, then indeed would have been verified to the 
letter what was said by a wit, when he expressed an opinion 
that the people were neither capable of governing themselves 
nor of being governed by others. And truly there can be no 
government in a free country where the people do not volunta- 
rily obey the laws. 

16* 
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Ctaul BC«Dtl*Uaw— AppolotiaM of Oikler ud Rym lege » Euiu|>e PMtloaaiM •« 

Ttu-MMtlii« or Amcrteui IwH M l d t w l o<in»T to B »u| »« O ii tlltn ^l acne- 
mm lba»-Ap|>olaUD«it of IVitwoor tarla m4 CkfMia S-<ft lo tamitt ■>! » 
pan OD Um caoal— Coranwr Dovto »UK*«d by flw Clob* ■ra^iaiior-Crw'* ■»- 
•WW ud auadi oo iho Clobo— r»»wmbl» rrpnn-K<«B'» Kcaad mp lo Iwapa 
CoT«n»r Dort. iral kr— rkDora of Iko Birxlo»oa-l>rn'^ ■"«* "• CoT«t»>r 
DoTi*— LMur IhiB Boriat BroilMn k On. to Rfw— Uoar of naiiaa S. WaK, 
Eoq, Msjui luaUoa— Aw«r u.r . ■.■-VHM of Mr. LiaTUi aad OsL Oikkf lo 
Baropf— Nvw iiffDtuUaM rnxxr^ •'.-•'] tnmttm to Ik* tut wa u t l>i<iiT to diAot 
Um oual-N'alan of Ikto oppoaiUoB— Bow to fH op ■■ up piiol li il lu oaf odmlBio- 
imliw IVoiiililiiai cnodaci uf ■ ooBalim of Uw »ot> i» Tt w h oll and ocfcm 
— CmkIk* of iho oppoMk*— AO UMtr prq)K« 4<*<»<4— Vtrii of Cc<»raar Dotti 
ud Mr. Uartii to W |«<t fc M Jool n My of ibr lqci-^^«* o(>uH> anatad mm aad 
fbntin laflaracv— TW; w* aaU i w aliod Pw i pi aWki — of IW pabSe eraalika*— Op- 
pa>iUoo anafwl— UMrbM* lUnrMO of Gmgo T M. Oarte wal allMr*Ug>— Tant- 
o«X eoadael of Jad«» lx«aa aad otbrn *Wc»— Kortk aad Snalii i 
nioac. Adaou, Jaaavr. aad Daalap— Ik* aaai biU i li»ai«d la ikt 

of brlb«7— VuM UM i M i Oa iad aad dlTUad-Cocal anaal al vt ■■ 

rtrk— Tbo caaal bill poaani— TWaoaqr *<* ibtoaaal otHaiaad— BiMUoa aad xcaa- 
lailao orUMbnantafmutoia— Kairof wunai rniandtoalx pw cmL— Bcpoal of 
lb* Monaoa oban wa B — v> a»lo» oaOlai oa ib» foTnaar aad J ii< |i i t» raUa^aM 
Uwir alarlaa— Tba fDtMwar'i aanr<ir— MMal»a k«i»«> of oroBMaf— BoaooMb 
raaolBlloaa aad •parchMoa lUb ait^KO— AbawaiMoa* lUidk— «\«liu>iaal ooaliaeX 
wltb thai laMllaUoa— Dr. Aadonaa-TW traa ait af iMk« b«l>tM<«. 

1!avim! In tho lust rluiptcr brought down the history of Mor- 
mon disttirbitncM to the mmmcr of IM.^. we turn again to the 
civil hintorv of the Siai.-. In M.irvh. IM.'v. Col, Charl«s Oak- 
lv>v and S,ii:ii.ir Michael K\;in wore apptHUted .it'oiits t« n.;^>- 
tiiit<- the oanal loan : the first of these gimtleineu waa appwitod 
beeauae the tVi. n.U of tho nieasiirv in the legislature insisted on 
his appointment; Mr. Uyan was appointed because he had 
cununonoed the negotiation tho year boforc, and having been 
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an engineer on the canal, could give explanations as to its prog- 
ress and statistics, which could not so well be given by Colonel 
Oakley. The first, Col. Oakley, was a man of good sense and 
middling intelligence, and was patient, gentlemanly, and plau- 
sible in his manners ; whilst his associate had more mind and 
ambition, with greater information, but less tact in managing 
business. The next thing was to raise money, some three 
thousand dollars, to pay their expenses. There was not a dol- 
lar in the treasury, and the money had to be taken, a part of it 
irom the school fund, to be replaced in a short tinie by other 
moneys coming into the treasury. This was the first charge I 
had to answer, urged in the south, by Trumbull, the lately re- 
moved Secretary of State. Messrs. Oakley and Ryan pro- 
ceeded to New York, but the negotiation was for a time likely 
to be defeated by partisan editors and letter-writers at home ; 
who, in a desperate efibrt to make political capital, were anxious 
that the canal measure might fail in the hands of the dominant 
party. These writers misrepresented the action of the legisla- 
ture, revamped the old charge of destruotiveness upon the party 
in power, and boldly asserted that if the creditors of the State 
advanced the money to make the canal, they would be repealed 
out of their rights by another legislature. This was the first 
difficulty the agents had to encounter ; they commenced a series 
of publications in the New York papers, many of which were 
secured to speak favorably of the loan. The legislation of the 
last winter, the real condition of the State, its future prospects, 
and the means adopted to reduce the debt, by a compromise 
with the banks, and a sale of the public property, were truly 
set forth. Confidence immediately began to revive ; our State 
stocks rose in a week from fourteen to twenty per cent., and in 
a few weeks more, to thirty and forty per cent. This awakened 
a universal inquiry, and men began to believe that there was 
some little glimmering prospect that Illinois, lately so low in 
the slough of universal discredit and contempt, was about to 
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come forth like a pboenix from its ashes. Tbe American Ex- 
change Bank in New York held #250,000 of canal bonda. 
David Lcavitt, the jrisi.lint of this institution, a gentleman of 
great credit in the financial world, and being a foreseeing and sa- 
^'af ious financier, assisted in calling a meeting of the American 
iMinii-holdtrs. At this meeting it was resolved that the Amer- 
ican creditors would subscribe for their proportion of the kan. 

With this aasuranoe, and ba<led by this expressioD of oonfi- 
denoe at home, Messrs. ( >uklcy and Ryaii dcfiarted for Elngland, 
carrying letters to ^lagniac. Jardine, &: Co., and Baring, Broth- 
ers it Co., of London, and to Hope it C<j. of Amsterdam, who 
were creditors) of th.- State, and amongst the wealthiest capital- 
ists in Europe. These gentlemen were found well disposed to 
use their great inflii>noe in f^vor of the luaa ; but they wanted 
to be thoroughly satisfied as to the value of the canal property, 
as a security for the money, and ultimately fur tJi« payment of 
the whole canal <i. I>t of 15,000.000 ; nor were they willing to 
abandon the exaction of some leglsUiion manifesting the will- 
ingnetis o( the people t<> submit to ta.vati< 'it. if neoee^sary, to pay 
si>me part of the intcT<est on the public dcl't. 

A piMvisiitnal amtngenuiit was entered into during the sum 
mer of Is-l.'i, the main articles of which werv, that .VMn.tt Law- 
rence, Thomas W. Word, and Mr. William Siun-'es, of Ba«4on, 
should be a committoe to appoint two c^>iapetent persons in 
America to examine the ciuud and canal lands, estimate their 
ndiie, and the amount of debt already coutraoted : that if four 
hundrixl thousand dullars could be subscribed, and if the tr>n-- 
emor would pled^< himself to risxnniiiend taxation to the next 
session of the legialature. this sum should be expended in the 
meantiiiio. leaving the subaeribors at liberty afterward- to in- 
creaso their sub*'ri|>tioiia if they saw prv^per. With this ar- 
rangement Messrs. Oakley and K\au returned home in Noveni- 
l>er, 1S43 ; the Boston committee appoiutad Gov. John Davis 
i>r Maasachusctta, and William U. SwilV, who was an eminent 
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engineer and a captain in the United States army, to come out 
to Illinois and make the required examinations. These gentle- 
men came on early in the winter. The appointment of Gov. 
Davis was no sooner known than it was fiercely attacked by the 
Globe newspaper at Washington city, the great organ of the 
democratic party in the United States. Gov. Davis was at 
that time extensively spoken of as the whig candidate for Vice- 
President at the ensuing election ; and the zealots of the oppo- 
site party pretended to believe that he had been selected by the 
foreign bond-holders for this particular work, so as to give him 
the power to coerce the government and people of Illinois into 
the support of the whig party, and to favor the assumption of 
State debts by the general government, or the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. As it turned 
out, nothing could have been more basely false and contempti- 
bly ridiculous than this charge, but it was made with such bold- 
ness and savage ferocity, that if it had been seconded in Illinois, 
it could not have failed to have disgusted our foreign creditors, 
and defeated the negotiation. It seemed that the demon of 
party, on both sides, insinuated itself into everything, to defeat 
all rational efforts for the public welfare. To this charge of the 
Globe, Senator Ryan published a reply, characterized by much 
boldness and vigor, in which the foreign bond-holders and Gov. 
Davis were defended with considerable ability, and the editor 
of the Globe was castigated for his impertinent interference in 
our State affairs, with little less ferocity than the charge of the 
Globe itself. 

Governor Davis and Captain Swift proceeded with their ex- 
aminations ; found the representations of Messrs. Oakley and 
Ryan to be substantially true ; and in their report, occupying 
about one hundred pages, strongly recommended the loan. On 
my part, I agreed to recommend taxation to the legislature ; 
and it was now confidently believed that success would crown 
our efforts early in the following summer. It became necessary 
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to send an agent back to London to complete the ammgement, 
but there was no money to pay his expenses. The sum ci 
$1,500 was soon obtained, with my sanction, by Gen. Fry, on a 
pliilge of canal scrip, which enabled Senator Ryan t» return to 
Loudon in the spring of 1844. But as the subscription of 
M00,000 had not been made up according to agreement, the 
foreign bond-holders refiised t-. proceed further widi the loan, 
until some substantial evidence should be given bv the legisla- 
ture, that the population of the State had s-.me regard to their 
obligations and to the claims of tli. ir creditors, and should 
make at least a beginning to p«y interest on all her .iilt*. It 
seemed to be the great object of our foreign creditors, not so 
much to secure the amount of their daima, a» t ■ procure a res- 
toration and practical recc^ition of tho obligation of public 
faith among States and nations ; and, in the meAotime, the Lon- 
don comniiti.v (kT.t out to America for Gox". Davia, as, they 
said, by the details he might give, to inspirp with greater conli- 
ilcini' till' |vulii« I'tMni whom subscriptions were -elicited. TTna 
put off the negotiation until late in the summer : and as it wx^: 
now near the regular session of the legislature in December, 
IB44, the London conunittce broke off the negotiation, to await 
the further action ••( that Kvly. Durin^; tho pctHleiicv of the 
lotit ni>i^>tintioi). Col. Oakley had also rctunied to l><~>ndon: and 
now U'th he and Senator Ryan rv-tunieil hi<ine, tho imlucky 
ministers of a broken and di--o'revlii.>d Ss.iu- ; Oakley to N'ew 
York, to urge further efTort-s and Ryan to his seat in the 
Scnalo. 

Kwui wns ambitious of |H>litica) disiiDciion. Whilst he n^ 
ninihixl in iui humble |Hi<-!iii>ii, his manners and pretonaioiw had 
lieen hiiiuble and amiable ; but so MXin as he was elevated, he 
l>eoanie iraseible. dictatorial, and overbe«iring. He placed his 
heart on netting the ii\oiiev to make the cnnal ; sucrw*-" was to 
make him tho grt<atest man in the State : fiulure was to rt>tum 
him to hii original obscurity ; fbr this reason he had no patience 
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■with the delays incident to this kind of business ; every little 
delay irritated and soured his temper, -which he was at no trou- 
ble to conceal ; so that his demeanor towards the foreign bond- 
holders was more calculated to disgust than to win their favor. 
His ambition for exclusive credit had led him, in anticipation 
of a triumph, to quarrel with and abuse his colleague ; but 
now that both had failed, that there was no credit to quarrel 
about or divide, he looked around for some convenient person 
to bear the censure. Instead of coming home to be met with 
smiles and congratulations, he fancied that he returned only to 
breast the frowns of an indignant people, and to answer for his 
bad success. In this extremity he submitted to a weakness 
which I regret to relate, but as the matter made much noise at 
the time, some account of it is necessary to the completeness 
of this history. In looking around for a person to throw the 
blame on, he selected Gov. Davis, the man he had defended be- 
fore against the attacks of the Globe. Gov. Davis was a very 
distinguished whig politician ; as such, there was great prejudice 
against him ia the opposite party, which prejudice had been in- 
creased by newspaper accounts of his opposition to the war of 
1813. He was called an old federalist, which, I have already 
said in another place, meant, in the minds of western democrats, 
everything that was atrocious and abominable. Here then was 
the very man to attack. Gov. Davis would defend, as a mat- 
ter of course ; the people would be divided in the quarrel ; the 
whigs for Gov. Davis and the democrats for Ryan ; and thus 
he would sustain himself at least with the democracy. This is 
a trick which, when hard run, unprincipled politicians frequent- 
ly practise, and cannot be too much condemned by all honor- 
able men. Eyan no sooner arrived in America than he revived 
the calumnies of the Globe newspaper, which he had refuted be- 
fore, and now openly charged, in the New York papers, that the 
Boston committee had sent out Gov. Davis to delay the loan 
until after the pending Presidential election, so as to favor the 
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election of Mr. CUy ; and that Gov. Davis did delay it for tbat 
purpose. The falsity of this charge is apparent from the follow- 
ing extract of a letter from Baring, Brothers it O: to Ryan 
himself, a copy of which is now before me : — " ^iiK-e writing 
what precedes, a copy of the Ottawa Free Trader newspaper 
of September 12. has been put into our bands, with a publica- 
tion bearing your signatiiro. At this distance, we cannot appr» 
date the party or personal motives which have dictated your 
statements, nor the effect they may produce on the pec^le of 
niinois ; but to those who are acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of the case, the coarseness of language and the perrer- 
sion of GicU contained in this article will be more prejodioial to 
the writer than to those whom it .s intaoded to injure. We 
sincerol^- regret the appe«ranoe of tndtt a manifesto from you. 
on .'uvi'iiiu of the feelings it displays, and of the continued hos- 
tility which it seems we muM expect from you and your friends, 
to the Irustivs, and to tlie measures which we believe to be 
most conducive to the satisCurtory completion of the canal \ to 
the ultimate payment of the ereditons aod to the general wel- 
fare of Illinois. It is more probable that, had we anticipated 
all your vexatious proc««iliiiirs we should have declined all in- 
terference with the loan, and h«v« left you and Col. Oakley to 
regret the &ilure of your negotiation ; but having odc« embark- 
ed in the undertakini;. we shall continue the course which we 
consider to be in ixHU'oniiity with our duly, regardless of un- 
founded chari^t^ and iii>iuu;itu>ns, from whatever point they may 
proceed ; and wi< tru»l and beiii-vo that our friends on your ssdo, 
who arc ontnisted with the administration of the a&irs of the 
cannl. will pursue the sjinto line of conduct. 

•■ Yi>ii are iiuximvl in stating that the subscription tor #400,- 
000 WHS ixiiuplot.M, cvon ii" the rvjwrt of «.;.>vemar Davis and 
Oapt, S\v lit lukd pnivi-d siitislaoiory at the lime of your depar- 
tun\ aft»r your lirst visii to ihi* country ; and you ar« further 
mistaken in supposing tlukt liowmor Davis was influeuood by 
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any party views in his communications with us, or in his pro- 
ceedings under our direction. He never advised the delay of 
the loan on account of the pending presidential election; he 
never stated that it would be desirable to wait to see whether 
Mr. Clay, if elected, would support the assumption of State 
debts by the federal government ; he never held out any hope 
that he would accept the trusteeship, ^.Ithough we were most 
desirous that he should be appointed ; and his advice always 
was that the canal bond-holders should accept the canal and 
canal lands in trust, and advance the money required, with or 
without taxatiot for the payment of interest. But we as uni- 
versally insisted that before any further sums of money were 
lent for the public works of Illinois, some substantial evidence 
should be given that the population of the State had some regard 
for their obligations' and to the claims of their creditors. We 
know very little of the party politics of the United States, and 
stiU less of those of your State ; and politics never interfere 
with our dealings either with States or individuals. Our mo- 
tive for inducing Governor Davis to visit Europe, was that he 
might by the details he would give, inspire with more confi- 
dence the parties from whom subscriptions were solicited ; and 
we still believe that his report and verbal statements were 
mainly instrumental in preparing us and others for the in- 
creased subscriptions to which we agreed during Mr. Leavitt's 
visit here. As we are anxious that our communications with 
you should not be exposed to misconstruction, we forward this 
letter open to Mr. Ward of Boston, to be sent, after perusal 
and copy, to you."* 

* As Ryan may probably attempt to reply to tbe statements in the 
text, it may be proper once for all to make a full statement of his con- 
duct. Before he made his charges against Governor Davis, he balanced 
the mattel in his mind, whether it would not be better policy to lay 
the blame of the failure of the canal negotiation on me ; but he finally 
decided that he could attack a whig with more success than a demo 
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In the feU of 1844, Mr. William S. Wait, of Bond ooantf, 
addreased a letter through the newspapers to the goTemor 
against taxation f..r the pti> nuiit of the public debt; this gave 
me a decent pretext f"r wiuiiii; before the people with my 
vi( MS in favor of the measure, in advance uf the meeting of the 
legislature, then to convene in December following. 1 knew 
that nothing oould be more unpopular than tu &vor an inirease 

crmt The gronodi upon whieh b« dcugaed to atUelc ma were, firet. *»r 
appointing CoL Oakley t. be hi» coUeagve ; he aUeg«a that Col Oakley 
hiviDK fomerly been one of tli« fund commiauonera, manr of the boad- 
holdera beliered him to be dUboneat, and to hare •vindied the Stat«. 
It ia trur that GoTemorCarlin and otho* bad boldly made thia charge 
at home; bat it ia doing Col Oakley bat aimple jostiee to aay, that hii 
guilt had never been ectabliabed to (he iatia£arlion of the pev>[ile. See- 
ondlr, that I had promiaed to oend Ryan a p--T<-r of attorney in 1M4, 
to ne(;<>ti»t«> and cloae the term* of the eontraet, which waa never teat. 
For which reaaon he found himaelf ia London eonfined in hia power to 
negotiate with the bond-bolder* alone. He alleg«d that if be had poe- 
semeJ Mieh a power of attorney, he eoold have withdrawn the negotia- 
tion from the bond-boldera, and made appliration f r the money elae- 
where, and thereby could have eoerved the bond-holdem to make a 
favorable deciaion before the arrival of Governor Davia. To all Thick 
I reply, firnl, that whether i~oL Oakley^ appointment waa good or bad, 
it WB* dictated by the frieii J« i>f the oual ; by thoae moat particolarty 
inl«r«ated in the nagotialion ; and waa recommended to me at the time 
l<y Ryan hinueit Sovond, I never promiaed !>■ aead Ryaa a power of 
attorney to negotiate and cloae the lerma of the cotiiract Thi* ia a 
power which I would have traded to no oD«k I always intended that 
Ryan, or Ryan and ftakler might negotiate tor the K<«n. but the con- 
trart no one aliould ntak* for the Slate bat nix-aalC I did prt^niae to 
Mnd Ryan a |wwer of attorney to aettle with the eaUte of Wright A 
t'o., which wKt Mini, and w u the only one ever proouacd. Third, if 
Ryan had poaMwed ever to many power* of attorney, he could have 
made nothing l>y wiUidrawing lb* negotiation fh>m the b>wd-holvler«. 
Thry wore the »nly |>«ni«n* la the wide world, frinn whom there waa 
any ehanee to get the money : and thi* waa well known to both Ryan 
and to the bond4inldei«. Th- l>aad-hold»r* had an interoal wkiah 
other* had not. W* already >« r,i them noaey, which they had no 
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of taxes ; in so doing, I knew that I came into immediate col- 
lision with every demagogue, and incurred imminent hazard of 
making myself utterly odious to a tax-hating people. I clearly 
saw that to be opposed to taxation might be the better for my- 
self, but certainly worse for the State. 

The following is the substance of the letter addressed to Mr. 
Wait, through the newspapers : " I am much pleased that your 

expectation of getting paid to them, ■without making a new advance. 
And yet Eyau pretended to believe that if he had had the power to 
withdraw the negotiation from them, and threaten them with an ap- 
pUfiation to other capitalists, that they would at once have quailed, 
and closed the contract before the arrival of Governor Davis. Fourth, 
Oakley afterwards returned to London, he and Eyan were there to- 
gether, and had a joint power of attorney given the year before, which 
would have authorized them to withdraw the negotiation from the 
bond-holders and applied elsewhere. 

If the money could have been obtained from others, or if the bond- 
holders could have been alarmed into terms by their threatenings, why 
now did they not succeed ? They both failed in the negotiation with 
the bond-holders, and never pretended to apply elsewhere, or if they 
did, they were bound to fail again, and they knew it ; for no man in 
the whole world would at that time have lent Illinois money, without 
having an interest which compelled him to do it. After the canal bill 
finally succeeded, Kyan wanted to be State trustee ; for which reason 
he made friends with Governor Davis, who was expected to be one of 
the trustees on the part of the bond-holders. I refused to appoint Eyan, 
and no sooner did he ascertain this refusal, than I found him urging the 
appointment of Col. Oakley, the man he had charged as being a thief 
and a swindler, whilst he was fund commissioner, a man in whom he 
said the bond-holders had so little confidence, that his appointment to 
negotiate with them had caused the failure of the negotiation. I have 
always believed that Eyan had hopes of being appointed chief engineer 
on the canal, if Oakley could be appointed trustee. These statements 
are made merely to illustrate the civilization of the times, and not at 
all to affect Mr. Eyan injuriously ; for I am well aware that the state 
of political morals among politicians is such, that a man may do many, 
yes, very many worse things than these, and still be very respectable 
as a- politician. God grant that it may not be so long. 
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esteemed &Tor of Septeinl>er aOtfa, published in the 'State Reg> 
ister ' yesterday, has made a proper oocasion for some sogges' 
tions of mine on the payment of the State debt, before the 
meeting of the next legislature. A deeper interest than what 
is yet manifest, ought to be felt in this subject. It ought to be 
discussed more than it has beoi ; the people oi^fat to begin to 
move in it, and make known their will before the meeting of 
the next legislature. 

" You object to increased taxation to pay any portion of in- 
terest, believing that the sum within our ability to pay without 
driving the people to desperation by oppressive taxes, will be 
so small that the effort will be without utility ; and also, be- 
cause the general fiulure of tropB for the last two years iu a 
great portion of the State, the high waters of the last qning, 
the de:itruction of &rms, stock and crop)^ thereby, and the un- 
precedented severe sickness of this summer and &11, will rendo' 
it absolutely impossible to collect the presmt taxes, to say no- 
thing of increased taxation. 

" During the last two years many persons have anxiously 
looked to the next ireneral .\s9embly, expecting that body to 
R'ttio forever the qufslion as to what >!iall be done with the 
public debt. The question may be pos^Moed ; but putting off 
the evil day will not settle it It will present itsolf to every 
succeeding legislature. We can never gt»t clear of it by post- 
poning it The men of this day may attempt to throw it upon the 
fiitun- ; they in.i_v decide t.i do nothing, but if we decide against 
the honest claims of our ortxlitors, it will be li>r»>ver rising again 
to annoy us. The moral sense of the world will be against us, 
and will forever remind xis that such a quo«tion cannot be 
settled except in conformity to justice. The fiu^t will stare 
us in the face, that we have had the money of our creditors, 
and Uiat tlu'v have liad uoUiiiig in return. Like the gtnM of 
Macbeth, every time the legialaturo meets it will riae to glai« 
upon their vision, and will not down at their bidding. It wiU 



HISTOEY OF ILLINOIS. 381 

make itself seen, heard, and felt, until mankind can eradicate 
their memories and consciences. There is no possibility of de- 
stroying the fact, or the question to which it gives rise. All 
that we can do is to postpone the evil day ; and in the mean- 
time, we keep ourselves and the world in the fearful apprehen- 
sion that blighting ruin will sooner or later fall upon this &ir 
land, in the shape of high taxes. 

" This has been our condition for years past ; the mere be- 
lief that taxes may be oppressive has lost us many citizens. 
The high and palmy days once were when we doubled our pop- 
ulation in a few years ; when if a man had more land than he 
wanted for cultivation, or if he wanted to leave the country or 
remove from one part of the State to another, he could sell his 
land for cash. But these days are gone. What has produced 
this 1 has it been high taxes ? No ! it has been only the fear 
of them. Is it because industry has been burdened, and the 
country drained of its money, to pay either principal or inter- 
est of the debt ? No ! not one cent has yet been paid by taxa- 
tion. Nevertheless, the people have- lived in more alarm than 
if all the evils they imagined, had actually existed. Let us then 
settle the question, and Imow the worst at once, for the worst can 
never be so bad as that unmanly fear which blights all enterprise. 

" There are but two modes of settling this question ; one will 
be to begin at once a system of taxation which we mean to 
pursue ; the other is by direct repudiation. This last mode 
will expose us to the merited scorn and contempt of the civil- 
ized world. It defies the internal principles of sacred justice, 
and will establish for us among all men. a reputation as odious 
and detestable as that of a nest of pirates. Mankind will never 
forget, and we can never ourselves forget, that we have had the 
money of our creditors, that we owe them, that they have lost 
that much ; and that with a heaven-daring impudence and scorn- 
ful defiance of the moral principles of man's nature, we deny 
the debt and refuse to pay it. 
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" Suppose that the question can be settled in this manner, 
what better will we be off? It is true that the fear of high 
taxes would be removed for the present ; but will this invite 
immigration ? Will it enable us to sell our property t Men 
with means to buy, would not come to the State, Such persons 
would never venture themselves here. No man would bring 
here a good character !• • be swallowed in our in&my. If any 
did come, they would be the worthless of mankind ; such as we 
oujfht to desire u< keep away. Our State would become a 
catchall for paKing rogues and vagabonds. The men of charac- 
ter already here, would s. » >n lose all s<Jf-rc-ix-ct f<>r the diara<v 
ter of the St.ito. The .''t.ito itself would be a place of nfuire, 
where swindlers, borse-thieves and counterfeiters could resort 
to, be received, and treated as gentlemen. Who of our present 
population desires to see iliia ? \Vho desires to raise a femily 
of children in the atmosphere of di^'tior, to tm>w up among 
swindlers and vagabonds, and leave them at his death an in- 
heritance of inftmy ? Noiio of us. I am siitisiud ih-it all of 
us, and you in partictdar, duly appreciate the ad>-antage« to a 
State of a charaotor for honor and upirigfataeas. We KxJe to 
Kentucky, Tt-nncascc, Mrginia, N<w York and New England, 
and why are they great and lion. >rable among States t It is 
their intelligence, justice, sense of honor, and aii all-consoling 
Slate prido, which make them so. We all wish to s-^e 111 :•• s 
have a just St.ito pride, let thi> fivling be cultivated here, let 
tis have somcthin!; to he proud oC let u-^ ^indi<»te ourselves 
in our own oyes, bx acting in such a manner as to deserve to 
be proud of our St.nte. I'ntil we do this, a St.ito pride cannot 
exist without this, a peopK- may bokst, but their boastings will 
ho but the ompty swap^-rof vulgar vice and igtiorance. not the 
complacent, digniiied self-rei^efi of the upright citiien. TV 
sucw>»»ful rv>hlH>r <\ulis , and we may exxilt in the infiuny i>f 
repudiation, but w,> cannot exult like a Kenttickian, N'irginian, 
or Yankee. t>ur sons will never be able to show themselvea 
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atroad exulting in the character of their native State, as young 
men do who are conscious of creditable parentage. This State 
pride is of great worth to any people. It inspires them to make 
noble efforts at improvement and excellence, which efforts are 
totally paralyzed by the contrary feeling of a sense of degrada- 
tion. 

" Many persons regret that this sacred feeling of State pride 
is not more on the increase in Illinois. We frequently hear 
strangers speak disparagingly of our people ; they do it to our 
faces in our towns and villages. We ourselves do the same. 
Every one may speak ill of us with impunity. In Kentucky 
or Virginia, this would not be hazarded. There the perpetra^ 
tors of such obloquy would be certain to be insulted, and in 
great danger of physical injury. We are a new State, and 
therefore something of this kind must be expected. Many of 
our citizens are so recent that as yet they can hardly realize 
that Illinois is their country. As a new State, we have a/ char- 
acter to make. We may choose a good or a bad one. But we 
may be certain that no just State pride can ever exist where it 
is not really deserved. We have to deserve the good opinion 
of the world and our own, before we can have it. And I do 
anxiously hope to see the day when Illinois, a State in which I 
have lived for forty years, may have and deserve a good old- 
fashioned State pride, like some of the older States of the 
Union ; so that her people may feel it, be animated by it to im- 
provement and noble enterprise, and be solaced by it both at 
home and abroad. I am sure that repudiation of our just debts 
can never bring us this ; but must drag us down like the weight 
of the nether miU-stone to the abyss of self-abasement, to the 
great whirlpool of the contempt and scorn of all right-minded 
and civilized people; It can only degrade us ; it can never settle 
the question of the public debt ; that question will arise at every 
session of the legislature, and in the counsels of every new set 
of men put into power. The memory of the debt will never 



884 msTORY OF nxxsois. 

be lost; our obligation to pij it is imperishable. We may 
deny it, and plead non eMtfiulum to our bonds ; but like the 
ropuc who seeks to dieat hi« creditor in private life, we will 
still owe the debt, the damning consciousness of which, beina 
registered in our hearts and in heaven's high chancery, will 
stick there to plague us forever. 

" Such a settlement of the question, if it could be made, would 
be of no use, but full '<< miachieC It would invite neitber 
wealth nor people to come among us. It would not increase 
the value of our property, nor make it more saleable ; but in 
m_v humble judgment it would debase us and belittle us in our 
own estimation ; make us deaervinj; of the detestation and scorn 
lif the world, and fill our State with the low dregs, the so uai, 
the refuse population of other countrii-s — refugn-s from justice 
and others, who leave their country for iheJr country's good. 
How then can this qu^tion be s«?tiled ? I answer that there is 
but one way. and that i- to nrvr our hearts and arms, and 
meet it like men. If we can do but- little, lit us do that littl& 
I am not now in a situation to know how much can be done. 
The legislature will be the bert judge of this wh«o they meet, 
and as the fear and not the eJiistence of high taxes coii«titut(s 
our embarrassment, it is bopixi that the legislature will provide 
•uch a si'ttlemont of the question as will ascertain the whole 
height and depth, length and breadth, and thickness, of the ap- 
prehended evil, for until this is done, the fiuiciea, the fears, the 
imaginatioua of mean will cimjuro up evils, cjccecdiiii; the reality. 
The reality, whenever it c»>iniia, can never lie so torriiVing as 
the uiuleliiuvl, dreamy imaginations of men, looking for an un- 
known and untried evil." 

This letter arrived at New York in course of mails, and was 
very extensively republished in the eastern ncwiqfiapers. It rt- 
triieto.l the attention of Mr. Leavitt, and encouraged Ivini and 
Col. t>akley to return to Europe early in the winter, Upc« 
their arrival in London, the letter had preceded them, and, Mr. 
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Leavitt informed me, had already produced a very favorable 
change in the minds of our creditors ; as by it they were con- 
vinced that the public men in Illinois were not all of them dem- 
agogues. It was now agreed by Mr. Leavitt, Magniac, Jardine 
& Co., and Baring, Brothers & Co., to complete the subscriptions 
to the loan, these gentlemen each subscribing for a much larger 
share of it than they had originally intended.* Mr. Leavitt 
and Col. Oakley, with Gov. Davis, hurried on to lUiiiois, and 
arrived in Springfield about the middle of February, 1845, dur- 
ing the session of the legislature, and about sixteen days before 
it was to adjourn. 

Upon the meeting of the legislature, I found that quite an op- 
position had been organized to the administration. The whigs, 
from party motives, were compelled to be against me. The 
democrats were in a majority of about two-thirds in each house ; 
and here, as everywhere else, the larger the majority the less is 
the tenacity of its parts. When majorities cease to fear the 
minority, they are the readier to quarrel amongst themselves. 
Nothing more promotes union in a party than the fear of de- 
feat ; and nothing more promotes anarchy in its members than 
over-confidence of strength. In my case, there was still another 
cause for a factious opposition. I had within the last two years 
to make several important appointments ; such as, two bank 
commissioners, a Secretary of State, three judges of the supreme 
court, and one United States Senator. This was just enough of 
patronage to make the executive more enemies than friends. 
For these offices there were many applicants ; those who were 

* It is not known in lUinoia how much credit is due to Mr. Leavitt 
for the success of these negotiations. Being a man of great wealth and 
well-established integrity, and being also himself the owner of $250,000 
or more of the Illinois canal stocks, he was able to have an influence 
with the foreign bond-holders which could have been exerted by no 
citizen of Illinois. To Mr. Leavitt's visit to Europe, and his own lib- 
eral subscription, are we undoubtedly indebted for the final success of 
the loan. 

17 
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diaappointed became bitter enemies ; and now a great eflbrt was 
to be made by these disappointt-d fiictionists of the democratic 
party to defeat the confirmation of the senator and judges be- 
fore the legialaiure, and in conjunction w ith the whigs to oppose 
and discredit the administration. 

It is an easy matter to raise an opposition t.- any administra- 
ti..n. It is onlv to Sffiurae that all men are perfect, or ought to 
be 80 ; that in feet the milloiium has already come ; and a 
Maivl.irl of perfection is to be adopted in judging of all mat- 
ters of gOTemment, as if the miJlenium had come in rery deed. 
It is to turn away your eye> frcni t-\ erjthing which i* T%lit ia 
an administration, and to exaggerate all little errors, and bring 
them forward as an evidence of corroption ; it i- t. ■ promulgate 
felsehood, and, if need be^ swear to It- truth : and in this spirit 
to find fault with iviry thing and approre nothing. Lies -! .d 
be uttered boldly, with no a{^>earance of doubt ; and in num- 
ber they should be as legion : for it is a maxim with fectioBista 
that where a great quantii ^ of mud is thrown upon a man, some 
of it must wrtainly stick. As to nicasurvs, the administration 
is iililitroil to ch'X>«« some out of many, su[j-'x?d to be equally 
well adapted to bring about s-»m» result. And io every gov- 
ernment there are frequent ocv-.i>ifiis when it i< esceedii^y 
doubtful whether t>no course 'T another ought to be pursued. 
Tlie administnitioo is obliged to decide in fiivtur of one course, 
or Olio set of nioasur>-s ; the fectionist .^ then to take the other 
hide, and as his mcMaures are not to be tried by the t««t of ex- 
periiDcnt, he It-'is i'Nor_\ advantage. It' the measures of the ad- 
niinistmtion fail >>i' giving the mo«t pcrftxi satisfection, the diA 
lioulties attending them, after they are tried, will be vi-ibie to 
the meanest cnpacity. But the insufliciencie- of rejected meas- 
iirca will iii-vor l>e seen, or at leaat c«n never be demcmstrafed. 
'Hipy may lie o«nj<x'turp>l, but not proved. 11i>- flK<ionist is to 
make no allowance tor all thi». but is to ciiarge all the little in- 
Bufficlendes which t^Hi ofteo accompany the most perfect means 
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and which actual experiment has developed, to imbecility and 
want of judgment ; and is stoutly to insist upon the absolute 
perfection of other measures and other means not chosen. And 
this he can do with the greater plausibility, as the measures not 
tried can only be conjectured. An administration in new and 
difficult positions, goes on like men opening a road through 
heavy timber ; all behind can be seen, but all before is hidden 
from the sight ; and it is as easy to conjecture one thing as an- 
other of an unknown and unexplored country. The factionist 
is he who goes before and prophecies evil ; and comes after, 
when the obstructions to sight are removed, and cavils at the 
small hiUs and ravines in the way. If fault-finding is the only 
art of the factionist, he is to imitate the humble genius of the 
swine, which, although they cannot build fences, are sure to find 
such large cracks and holes in them, as have unluckily been left 
unstopped by the buUder, 

Upon this plan, an opposition was raised to my administra- 
tion. The disappointed office-seekers succeeded in getting a 
committee of my personal enemies appointed in the lower 
house to examine the executive offices. This committee enter- 
ed into an alliance with a notorious lying letter-writer, and pre- 
tended to give him information of the enormities which they 
had discovered in the government, which he wrote out and pub- 
lished for the information of the people. They went sneaking 
about through the executive offices with the stealthy step of 
one who wanted to steal, hunting up matters of accusations. I 
paid no attention to their inquisitorial search, but treated them 
with perfect contempt, knowing that they would never dare to 
make a report against me. The committee continued theif ex- 
amination all the session, giving out wonderful accounts to be 
published in the newspapers, but they never made any report. 
As they really found nothing to report against, they thought it 
best not to report at all. This was the newest way of discredit- 
ing an administration practiced upon me on three difierent occa- 
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sioiu, exclasire right to which ought to be secured to the in- 
vcntors forever. Hiis opposition amoanted to nothing, so &r 
as I was concerned myself; but it came near defeatii^ the 
canaL 

The opposition was put on foot in part by Mr. Trumball, 
late Secretary of State^ who had his private griefe to assoage ; 
and by an ambitious aspirant for the United Staio Senate, who 
though often assured to the contrary, would never believe bat 
that I would be a candidate for that ofHoe in IS16. Trum- 
btill being a good lawyer, but no statesman was literally de- 
voured by ambition for ofiioe. and wa.'- rather unfitted to be 
popular by any natural nieanii. with the people amongst whom 
he resided. He seemed to have the opinion that the only 
means of sikxx^vs, was tr> be a demagogue ; and be was unfitted 
by nature to be a deaugogne. S.. fiu- from possessing that ap- 
pearance of generosity and magnanimity, which often recMo- 
mends a man to the people, his manners were precise, and )i:> 
appearance wouU) be called by many ptn-ihutieaL He was a 
man of stron^r prejudices, and not remarkable fw liberal 
^news. No such man can very successfully play the dema- 
gogue ; he may manage well with politicians, but he can never 
establisli a broad foundation of support am<«g the people, as 
there is nothing In such men t<> attract the people to their 
opinions and characior. Su.-ii men might be respectable, act- 
ing in accordance with their natural gifia, but must always 
fall wlion acUng a part for which they wew neve* fitted by 
nature. 

Afler Tnimhull was removed fK>m the office of Secn-tary of 
State, in the spring of IstS, ho hurried oifto the Belleville dis- 
trict, to be a candidate for Congrcas, calculating to socurs all 
tlio nilvid demoorais who were most hostile to banks, to be in 
his f«w>r. But he MIed in getting more than two votee in the 
nominating convention. The nejtt year he quarrelled with hia 
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old friend, Governor Eeynolds, for the privilege of being a can- 
didate, and at this session he became a candidate for the United 
States Senate, but declined before the election, as it became 
evident he would get but a few votes. After that, again he 
became a' prominent candidate for gctvemor, but being again 
defeated, he immediately became a candidate for Congress in 
the Belleville district, obtained the nomination from his party, 
and in a district where the democratic party is in a majority of 
three or four thousand votes, he was defeated by more than two 
thousand majority against him. Up to this time, Trumbull was 
looked upon as a man of great promise in the democratic party. 
He was believed to be an active, ambitious, and rising man, one 
who was to possess considerable power. And although, with- 
out this belief in his favor, he would have had no power, yet 
the idea that he was to be great, naturally gave him power. 
Men love to worship the rising sun, and are careful about 
making enemies of one who either is now, or who it is believed 
wUl soon be great. Politicians estimate the value of such a 
man as the speculators estimated the value of Chicago lots in 
1836. Chicago was then but a village; but it was believed 
that it would soon be a city, which made lots there sell for 
more than they are worth, now that it has become a city of 
fifteen thousand inhabitants. Or rather, politicians value such 
a man as a farmer values a favorite colt ; he measures it from 
the fetlock to the knee, and from the knee to the shoulder 
blade, and from thence to the withers, and from thence to the 
loins and around the body, and if he can see in it the promise 
of a fine horse, he asks more for it than he would if it were al- 
ready a horse. But when Trumbull was defeated for Congress 
by so large a majority, thus disappointing the popular belief in 
his destiny, his power and consequence vanished in a moment. 
It was now certain that the village was not to be a city, nor the 
colt a fine horse. A man's strength is not always' real, but 
greatly depends upon the continued run of a general belief that 
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he M strong, or will be strong some time in his life. For whidi 
r. ason, when a public man is once prostrated, right or wrong 
he rarely ever riaee again. The charm of his power is gone. 

The ambitious aspirant for the United States Senate, before 
alluded to, became alarmed when I first came into office, lest I 
might be in his way in 1846 ; and no assurance firom me would 
convince him to the contrary. As I really did not intend to be 
a candidate, I never susi-.-.ti-.i the system of tactics he put in 
operation against me. For the aniu>i»ment of the reader, I will 
state some of hisdoingF. He advis*^-*! the compromise with the 
banks, to get it introduced int" the legislature as an admini^ra- 
tion measure, and he then opposed it as n<:'t being sufficiently 
democratic. He advised aod insi>ted upon the removal of 
TrumbuU, and when it wa" dooe, he denounced the act as bdng 
an unjustifiable act of power, by means of which he procured 
Trunibnll and his friends to be my enemies and fnends to him- 
self. He went to leading men in the south, with a view to put 
them against me, by inaiating that as I resiJt<d in the north, I 
must be the representative of northern intin-sta. To the north- 
em men he insisted, that as 1 had been Iwought up in the South, 
with southern feelin-rs and prejudices against Yankees, every 
northern man was inter»>ted in opposing me. One other man 
desired to make a vacancy for himself in the I-ower Hou^ of 
Congress, by the election of a member of that body to the St-n- 
ate ; and fearing that I might be in the way <^ his &vorite, this 
will account for packing a comnuttee against me at the >«isstoa 
of l^-l-'5. 

lite o|>|K)«ition aimed to det'oat luy af^XHOtnienta for United 
Stales Si^iiator and judges of the supreme court in the election^ 
by the l<^a]ature, and to defeat the election of fnends of mine 
who were ouididates for public printer, auditor and treasurer ; 
but they were nx.'Mit anxious to get a majority against the meas- 
un#" of the administration. For this purpose the leaden as 
usual opposed everything they supposed the govenior was in 
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favor of. The election of United States Senator was first 
brought on; Trumbull himself was the candidate against my 
appointment. The election of public printers came next ; the 
election of auditor and treasurer afterwards, and last of all 
came the election of judges. The plan was to keep the election 
of judges to the last, and in the meantime, to add a little to the 
opposition strength by gathering the discontented in every pre- 
ceding election ; and then to swell it up again by enlisting such 
as were opposed to the measures recommended by the execu- 
tive. My friends were all elected to office ; but the opposition 
came near defeating the canal. 

Amongst the most important measures recommended by the 
governor were the canal bUl, and a bill to increase the taxes. 
It has been claimed by Trumbull and his friends that they 
never opposed the canal, they were only hostile to all canal 
measures proposed by its friends, without proposing any of 
their own. As I have said before, about the middle of Febru- 
ary, Governor Davis and Mr. Leavitt arrived in Springfield, 
during the session. The opposition were ready to open their 
eyes and stare with wonder at these envoys of the public cred- 
itors. . The words federalists, aristocrats, monied kings, were 
freely whispered about. It was given out that a brace of proud 
aristocrats, the representatives of the monied aristocracy, had 
arrived to wheedle, coerce, or bribe the legislature, as best 
might suit their purposes. Many who were most active in 
spreading these dire alarms, took sly peeps at the strangers, 
hoping to find confirmation for their fears ; and one or two of 
them at least with the hope that bribes might be ofiered. But 
contrary to their hopes they found Governor Davis and Mr. 
Leavitt plain, sensible gentlemen ; modest and retiring, though 
kind and familiar, when familiarity could be indulged in with 
propriety. Many of the opposition members took quite a fancy 
to Governor Davis, to his natural manners, eArident kindness 
of heart, and air of sterling integrity. One of them, aftei 
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making his acqiuuntAnce, was so struck with his good qualities 
that he oflered, if Goveraor Davis would remoTc to Dlinoia, to 
have him right at once made a justice of the peace ; and if he 
hehavcd well in that, promised that he should be elevated to 
higher office, with rapid promotion. 

Governor Davis and Mr. Leavitt made the proposition of the 
public creditors, which was communicated to both Houses 
through the executive. A bill was prt-pared by ti»e committee 
of finance, and reported hy Mr. .\mold of Chicago, prc^poang 
some amendments of the canal law of the previous session, and 
provision for a permanent tax t" pav a portion of the interest 
on the public debt. This biU passed the House by some twen- 
ty majority ; but whilst there pending, Messrs. Trumbull 4i Co., 
arrayed themselves in opposition to it : their main power and 
art in so doing, beii^ to alarm die timid by holding up the 
terrors of an unpopular vote in flivor of taxaticm. Trumbull 
took his )ttand in the lobbies of the two Houses, fi>r the purpose 
of calling out and lectnring members, and thmtening them 
with the indignation of the south for showii^ it the least £ivor. 

Besides this, the whig party were very undecided as to what 
course they would take. That i<arty contained in it many aro- 
biUoos gentlemen of fine talents, well qualified to serve their 
country in the highest ..irK-,-; ; but the overwhelming majorities 
against them had kept them down. Many of them had beoooM 
disheartened, or embittered to the last degree. Such as these 
were ready to adopt any expedient for breaking up the thorough 
organiaatiott of the donKx<ralic party. T^is pi^rtian of the 
whig politicians was led on by George T. M, Davis, a whig 
lnw\ or and editor, a man of groat activity and enterprise : 
I'lit rather unscrupulous as to the means he employed. A 
i«eon>t meeting of the whig leaders was called. In ihs Mr. 
(i. r. M. UuNis insisted that the whig party should oppose 
I ho canal, oppose an increase of taxes, and all measures to |>.-ty 
tlie public debt. He insisted upon an alliance of the whigs 
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•with the southern democrats on these questions as a means of 
overthrowing the organization of the democratic party ; of 
making a new division of the parties, geographically between 
the north and the south. There was to. be a southern party 
and a northern party, and the whigs were to take the side of 
the south. But N. D. Strong of Alton, and Judge Logan, be- 
ing both of them talented whigs and members of the legisla- 
ture, had too much self-respect to enter into such a miserable 
intrigue. They were threatened with expulsion from the whig 
party for their contumacy. They succeeded, however, in break- 
ing up Davis' -arrangement. Judge Logan's support of the 
canal measures, was the means of carrying them through the 
legislature. To the honor of the south I record the names of 
four members from that quarter who voted in favor of these 
measures. These members were Strong of Madison, Adams 
of Monroe, Janney of Crawford, and Dunlap of Lawrence; one 
of them a whig, and three of them democrats. • These gentle- 
men ought to, and wOl be long remembered for their integrity 
and moral courage. It is due also to Messrs. Gregg and Ar- 
nold of the House of Representatives, and Messrs. Judd and 
Mattison of the Senate, that their names should be recorded in 
history, and long remembered for their efficient advocacy of 
these measures. 

After the bill had passed the Houses it was sent to the Senate ; 
here it was defeated, two or three days before the .61ose of the 
session, by a single vote. Its enemies now triumphed in a most 
uproarious manner. Its friends rallied, and procured a recon- 
sideration of the vote. It was predicted that nothing but brib- 
ery could now carry the bill ; and senators were clamorously 
warned that any change in their votes would subject them to 
the strongest suspicion of bribery ; two of the opposition sen- 
ators had helped to defeat it in the hope of creating a necessity 
for the offer of bribes. One old senator who desired to be 
bribed was as clamorous as the rest. A few of the friends of 

17* 
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the canal living in Laaalle and Cook counties made up a mbscrip- 
tion of eighty acres of land and some money to bribe him, and 
would have done so if iIk y had n< •! been advised to the «»- 
trary. Such a course towards one senator would have been un- 
just towards others who lent the measure their honest supfwrt, 
by subjecting them to injurious -uspidona. 

The vote on the bill in the S. iiato, by which it had been de- 
f> at< .1. being reconsidered, the bill was referred to a select com- 
mittee, together with another bill of an unimportant diaracter. 
which had already passed the Houie of Representatives. It wri> 
known that one senator would ii'-t rote t'<>r the tax and the 
canal both in the same bill. By their connectioo the tax was 
made to appear as a local measure, intended only for the htm^ 
fit of i)k' north. The committee, therefore, divided the bilL 
They struck out of the canal bill all that related to a tax, and 
they struck out all of the bill referred with it. and inserted the 
taxing part into that. And these iwi> I'lH-- being now reported 
back to the Snate. the Senate concurred in their ^vassage as thu's 
amended by them. Tbry were sent back to the House of Repre- 
sonlatives the same hour, for the concurrence of the Ho>is<» in 
the araendtnents of the Si'iiate, which ws> given ; and thus thctse 
important measures parsed into laws ; or, instead of living that 
they passed. I ought rather t'> say. that they wabbled through 
the legiaUture. To TVmus M. Kilpatrick, late senator from 
SoMtt county, i- ilu- honor duo, of the good management in the 
Sfii.itt\ in dividing and amending the mea^ui«, and thus secur- 
ing ita paaaage. I give these fiu^ta, curious a- Uh-v may appear, 
to illustrate the fortilo g»iiuis of woMonj nu-n. and as a Kted- 
men of the iiuhIo< of l<>)nalalIoii in a new count rv. 

Tlio logialaturo a^jounied in a day or two after tliiiv and the 
opposition memben relumed to their ix«uititueni> in the worst 
humor imaginable. They threatentxl a rvbeilion of ilu< whole 
»'Miih ; but, as usual in such ca.sca, they wcrw much more oxoited 
than their oonaUtuonta. A fi>w of the disappoiiit<\l one*. Trum- 
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bvill amongst the number, threatened to make speeches all aronud 
the regular circuit, and excite the people against these new meas- 
ures. But Walter B. Scates, the judge of that circuit, announced 
his intention to answer them, and chastise them, as their dema- 
goguism deserved, which made them abandon their design. In the 
summer afterwards, two great conventions of the southern peo- 
ple were held, one at Marion and the other at Fairfield, and upon 
motion of Judge Scates, nearly unanimously declared in favor 
of the canal, and of taxation for the payment of the public debt. 
Thus did the people of the south nobly redeem themselves from 
the aspersions of the demagogues who misrepresented them in 
the legislature ; and thus perished the last hope of repudiation 
in niinois. When Trumbull afterwards became a candidate for 
governor, he was as much ia favor of taxation and the canal as 
any man in the State. 

It now only remains to be said on this subject, that the canal 
arrangement was perfected under the laws passed at this ses- 
sion, in June, 1845. Two trustees were elected by the bond- 
holders, and one was appointed by the governor ; the board was 
organized, the work on the canal was let to contract, money was 
obtained as it was wanted ; and now there appears to be a mor- 
al certainty that the canal wiU be completed in the course of a 
year. 

At this session the legislature put down the rate of interest 
on money to six per cent. This was caused by the conduct of 
the merchants in the middle and southern parts of the State. 
In the time of bank suspensions, when money was plenty, the 
merchants well supplied with goods encouraged the people to 
buy on a credit ; the merchants were forced to this by the great 
amount of goods on "hand, and the consequent increased compe- 
tition amongst themselves in their retail business. They readi- 
ly credited almost any one up to ^bout the value of his prop- 
erty ; and when the debtor was imable to pay, they took notes 
at twelve per cent, interest, so that nearly the whole people 
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were indebted more than they were able to pay, and to save 
themselTes from being sned for their debts, they were forced to 
pay a ruinous rat« of interest on them. 

At this session, also, the M.rinoii diarters were totally re- 
pealed by the legislature. This was then supposed to be a rem 
edy for all the evils of Mormonism. 

In 1844-5, also, the legislature undertook various reforms 
and retrenchments. They passed resolutions calling on the gov- 
omor and judges t'> relinquish portions of their salaries, secured 
to them l>y the constitution. The governor and judges refilled. 
The ri'fil V of the judges is too long for insertion here ; but I 
will give my own, as it was a shorter document : — " A rt-s-jlu- 
tion of the two hou<^-» ha.<« been communicated to me, request- 
ing the governor and the judges of th.- supreme court to relin- 
<|ui8h to the State such an amount of their salaries as will be 
equivalent to 25 per cent, tbereon, to begin with the year 1845. 

"The mere matter of money widi me is of but little con- 
cem. 1 could perhaps live as much to my satisiiiction upon a 
little as upon a greater iiiiK'.mt. And if I could be left to act 
freely and voluntarily, as befits the incumbent of the executive 
department, one of the independent ccMMrdinate departments of 
tlie government, equal in its sphoTe i-^ the legislature in theirs; 
and if I could be assured of payment in good money for the 
r^idue of my salary, no member of the legislature would be 
more willing than 1 am to make >jirrifices of s^lf-intonwt at the 
ahrino of ]\atrioli<iia. But before I consent to this, I have a 
right to be «.*sur\Hl, that whatever sum 1 do agre<> to r«ei\-ei, 
will he worth siimothin;;. In i-u t. I have been acting upon this 
principle for the last two year*, hy nxx-ix-ing less salary than 
wii-i giiarantootl ly the law«< and the ciwsiitutitHi. It swnw to 
nie that a true it-ononiy would eon.^iat In providing adequate 
nvenuca, so as to keep auditor';! warrants at par. Everything 
then for the State cimhl U' ilono olu'Aiter, as in that cas»> no one 
would have to ho aharod hy the brokers. I for one would pr«. 
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fer a reduction of salary, and thereby save a portion to the 
State, than to suffer loss on auditor's warrants for the benefit 
of brokers. 

" In making these observations, I do not intend to be under- 
stood as making any kind of promise to relinquish any portion 
of my salary. This I state for the sake of thfe principle which 
I believe is involved in this request of the two houses. I re- 
spectfiilly protest against the right of the legislature to make 
such a request. There is a principle of constitutional law of 
free govemfaent, of the separation of the powers of government 
into three departments, of the independence of each one depart- 
ment of the other two, and of the system of checks and balances 
which all free constitutions must contain, which ought not to 
allow the governor, even if it were for his advantage, to com- 
ply with your resolution. The' separation of the powers of 
government into legislative, judicial, and executive departments, 
and confiding these departments to separate bodies of magis- 
tracy, so that each may be exercised independently of the other, 
is justly esteemed to be the grandest discovery in the science 
of government ; and the practical operation of this discovery, 
in modern times, has done more for human liberty than all 
«ther discoveries put together. 

" With a view to secure the independence of the executive 
»nd judicial departments, the Constitution has provided that the 
governor and judges shall receive an adequate salary, which 
shall not be -diminished during their continuance in office. It is 
true that the legislature do not propose a reduction of salaries 
- without the consent of the incumbents, nor does the request of 
your honorable bodies express on its face any threat to extort 
this consent, but the moral influence of such a request, coming 
as it does from a numerous assembly, the immediate represen- 
tatives of the people, and composed of the principal men in the 
State, it might have been supposed would carry with it some- 
thing of coercion to a governor and judges, anxious for a good 
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understanding with the legislative power, and for the good opin- 
ion of their fellow-citizens. In tliis mode such a request might 
amount to coercion. There are other modes of coercion besides 
the emplojrment of physical force. An appeal to the interests, 
to the fears, or to the love of popularity, inherejit in each de- 
partment, may be as eflkscious in destroying the balaoLi-s of 
the Constitution, as violence itieU! 

"Considering the matter in this light; feeling my obligation 
under the Constitution t.. sustain the independence of the execu- 
tive department, which I have the honor to represent, and being 
unwilling, from any want of firmne!^-. on my j«rt, t. ■ be acces- 
sory t<:> a precedent, which 1 believe i^ now for the first time 
attempted in the United States, a»<i which, if foUowed up, may 
lead to a consolidation of all power in the hands <-f a single de- 
partment, I have hlx it to be my ilnty, at tiiv risk of being mis- 
intcrprotetl, and of forfeiting somewhat of the gi.>od will of my 
fcUow-cilizens, respectfully but firmly to miM this temptation 
now offered, to court public favor, that I may thereby pre- 
serve the independence of the executive department."'* 

Tlic legislature, then following up these projects for retrench- 
ment, attempted lo remove the jU'Wos by address, so that 
whilst the oflSoes of all of them were vacant, their salaries could 
be reduced. They reduced the aalarira of all the otho- <»flKer!« 
of the govemmcut, and of iht> judges ilu-rvafVer to be elected; 
and ihev agitated a bill all winter, t-> r«duc« the fees of the 
ixiiinty officers. lu this mode they lengthened out the s<\'«»ion 
for more than a month, and increased their own pay about 
t^tl'Jlt) thousand dollar^ whilst they aimed to save several 

* The rMolotion railing upon lh« ^rarnor and judgM to rdinqiuth 
ft portion .-f U>«r Mlario^ vm vriu«a by TrumboU, and put into lira 
hand* .f N. W. Nunnally, Sonntor fVom V-Jifur eooaty, to b* off«rvd to 
th« S<<iiiii«, Mr. Nunnally, inttoad of makin^t him*«U popular, •* h« 
■uppoMd h« would, oould not g«t th« prinl<^ (Wua hi* parly of b*io£ 
a oandidata for ro^tcUon two yaan aftanrarda 
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hundred to the puUic treasury. The rage for economy was 
great indeed, the members appearing to think that the State 
debt might be paid off by stealing small sums from the already 
small salaries of public officers. There are those in matters of 
government, as well as in religion, who tythe annis, mint, and 
cummin, and neglect the weightier matters of the law. Accord- 
ingly, the members who were the most fierce for this kind of 
economy, had no capacity to see that the canal measure was a 
great financial measure, for the benefit of the whole State, by 
means of which five millions of debt will be paid; a sum 
greater than could be paid by an eternity of such legislation as 
was proposed by them. If the State debt is ever paid, it will 
not be done by the puny licks of this description of econo- 
misers. 

Another subject of interest at this session was the Shawnee- 
town Bank. After the failure of that institution in 1842, the 
stock in it had been purchased by a company of speculators, 
who caused themselves to be elected president and directors. 
After having paid five hundred thousand dollars, it yet owed 
the State a half a million of dollars for the State stock in it, to 
be paid in State indebtedness. In anticipation of the passage 
of the liquidation law of 1842-'3, a few favored directors secret- 
ly borrowed from it one hundred thousand dollars of its specie, 
with which to purchase State bonds to pay this remaining debt. 
The money was sent to New York, and invested in the purchase 
of scrip and three hundred and thirty-three thousand dollars' of 
the bonds, which had been hypothecated with MacaJister and 
Stebbins in 1841. The reader will remember that $804,000 
of these bonds were hypothecated, upon which the State receiv- 
ed $261,500. The law authorized them to be sold, but not to 
be hypothecated. The few favored directors, in a secret meet- 
ing of the board, paid into the bank $100,000 of these bonds, 
then worth thirty cents on the dollar, in discharge of their notes 
for the $100,000 in specie previously borrowed. They next 
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piud in another portion of them, in discharge of their stock 
notes ; and amongst odiers, Orville Sexton, a member of this 
legislature, and a flaming dedaimer against bank corruption, had 
a note of near 1 10,000 paid in this way. The whole sum of 
bonds, being now the property of the bank, or of the private 
stockholders, were tendered to the governor m the qiring of 
1844, in payment of the debt from the bank to the State. Hiere 
were then two reasons why thej ought to have bcea refiised. 
To receive them was to defeat the law for a s<ttli'ment with 
Macallister and Stebbins . and it was plain that the State was 
not bound to pay the full amount of their fiuse. They were ac- 
cordingly refused. But in the &11 of 1844 it became fiilly 
known tlutt Macallister and Stebbins would never be able to 
comply with the law for their relief; that the president of the 
bank was aboat t- • return these bonds to New York ; and tlM 
bank was so insolvent, that if they were permanently njeoted 
and suffered to pass out <^>( its hands and beyond its control, the 
State would never get any thii^ for its half miUion of stock. To 
keep the bonds at home, subject to the eontrol <^ the legisla- 
ture, 1 entered into a coudiii<nial contract with the bank to re- 
ceive tliem, if the oiintract wo.- ratified by tiie legislature. For 
this prudent and judicious mea.-are, I w.'vs much abused and de- 
nounced at the time by many ultra democrats, who preferred 
that the State should lose the whole of it* stock in this bank 
than impliedly to sanction the conduct of its officers. 

The matter was referred to the committee of the House of 
Representatives on banks and corpormtious ; of which Dr. An- 
derson of l^wrence county had Ikvb appointt-d chaimum. He 
was a man who acted partly from spite, Imt mostly from a sell' 
ish polio\. He had seen tliat banks wort> woAilly unpopular 
with the people; and that many men had sinvesatfuUy ridden 
thi' hobby of p«>pular prejudice against them ; and he now Ji- 
temiinod to Iwve his turn of riding alsio. But there is some 
art in riding a hobby as well as a horse, and much dqpendb 
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upon the time when you mount it. A man x)f sagacity discov- 
ers a hobby, and rides it as long as the popular feeling will 
carry him ; he then throws it aside and gets a new one. The 
short-lived and variable feelings and prejudices of the public 
make the life of a hobby a short one. The master spirit rides 
it only whilst the public mind is in an earnest fervor concerning 
it. He takes it when it is young and active ; and when it be- 
comes old and lame he leaves it for another. In this mode he 
keeps all the time along with the fervor of the popular mind ; 
and this is the true " tide in the affairs of men, which, taken at 
the flood, leads on to fortune." The people of Illinois were 
still much against banks ; but the day had passed when hatred 
to banks was the one idea which ruled the popular mind. In 
the meantime, the Texas, and Oregon, and tariff questions had 
arisen, and the master equestrians had quit the banks, for one 
or the other or aU of these. But not so with the small-fry poli- 
ticians, who never perceive the advantages of a hobby until it is 
jaded down by other riders, who have ridden to distinction upon 
it; and then they all mount on, and if the animal be not already 
dead, they soon exhaust its remaining vitality ; and find them- 
selves again trudging along on foot. On this occasion, it was 
pitiable to see Dr. Anderson and the small geniuses of his tribe 
ungracefully jolting along upon their worn-out nags, mimicking 
the airs of accomplished equestrians upon their young and met- 
tlesome steeds. Under such influences, it was at first decided, 
by a majority of both houses, to be better to lose the whole 
amount which the bank owed to the State than to countenance 
in the least degree the villany of its officers by receiving these 
bonds. The people, however, failed to appreciate the vast 
merits of these members at the next election. Not over a half 
dozen of them were re-elected. Dr. Anderson expected to 
be sent to C!ongress at least ; but failed to get the nomination 
of his party even for the legislature of 1846, there not being a 
half dozen men in his county fiivorable to his re-election. And 
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shortly afterwards, in utter rage against the people and the oor- 
ruptiona of die democratic party, he shook the dust off his feet 
as a testimony against them, and departed from the State. 
The legislature afterwards allowed these bonds to be received 
at forty-eight cents to the dollar, whidi was a good bargain for 
the State. 

Hie population of Dlinois in 1845, according to the census of 
that year, amounted to 662,150 souls, being an increase in five 
years of 183,'>21. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

!nie city of Nauvoo — The Temple— New causes of quarrel— The *' Oneness"— Anti-Mop- 
mon meeting fire-d at by themselves— Character of the anti-Mormons— New mobs — 
House burning— Sheriff's posse— Backinstos— Plundering— McBratney— Death of 
Worrell— Daubeneyer—Durfee— Trial of the sheriff for murder— General Hardin sent 
over with 500 men — Stops the disorders on both sides — Anti-Mormon .convention— 
The Mormons agree to leave the State— Major Warren with two compames left 
as a guard — Good conduct of Major Warren— Indictments against the twelve apoa- 
ties for counterfeiting — Exodus of the Mormons— Anti-Mormons anxious to expel 
the few that were left— Cause of a new quarrel— Writs sworn out— Old trick of 
calling the posse — The matter adjusted — Mormon vote in 1846- New excitements — 
New writs sworn out^-The posse again— The new citizens petition for protection- 
Order to Major Parker— Order to Mr. Brayman— Treaty between the parties— Not 
agreed to by the anti-Mormons— Mr. Brayman's letter— James W. Singleton— Thomas 
S. Brockman — Order to Major Flood— His proceedings under it — Numbers of each 
party — Battles — Not many hurt — The Mormons surrender the city — Triumphant 
eutry of the anti-Mormons- Their brutal conduct— Sufferings of the Mormons— Ex- 
citement against the anti-Mormons — Moderate men not to be relied on in times of 
excitement — DiflSculties of the executive — Expedition to Nauvoo — The anti-Mormon 
posse dispersed — Violence of the anti-Mormons against the governor — Ahti-Mormoa 
meeyngs — Their resolutions — Anti-Mormon committee of rogues and blackguards — 
The Irish justice and constable — Captain Allen's expedition to Carthage — Major 
Weber — Attempts to arrest a spy — Writs sworn out to arrest him and Captain Al- 
len — The old trick of the posse again — Instability of popular feeling — No disposition 
anywhere to assist, but a disposition everywhere to censure government for not per- 
forming impossibilities — Popular notions of martial law — Like master like man — 
Anarchy and despotism— Liberty and slavery. 

The Mormons next claim our attention. Nauvoo was now 
a city of about 15,000 inhabitants and was fast increasing, as 
the followers of the prophet were pouring into it from all parts 
of the world ; and there were several other settlements and vil- 
lages of Mormons in Hancock county. Nauvoo was scattered 
over about six square miles, a part of it being built upon the 
flat skirting and fronting on the Mississippi river, but the greater 
portion of it upon the bluffs back, east of the river. The great 
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temple, which » said to haro cost a million of dollars in money 
and labor, occupied a commanding position on the brow of this 
blufl; and overlooked the country around for twenty miles in 
Illinois and Iowa. This temple was not &shioned after any 
known order of architecture. The Mormons themaelves pre- 
tended to believe that the building of it was commenoed without 
any previous plan ; and that the master builder, from day to day, 
daring the progress of its erection, received directions immedi- 
ately iiom heaven as to the plan of the boQding ; and really it 
looks as if it was the result of such frequent changes as would 
be produced by a daily aooeasion of new ideas. It has beoi said 
that the church ardiitectare of a sect indicates the genius and 
spirit of its religion. The grand and solemn structures of the 
Catholics, point to the towering hierarohy, and impoaing cere- 
monies of the diurch ; the low and bnwd meetingJioaaes of the 
Methodists formerly shadowed forth their abhorrence of gandy 
decoration ; and their unpretending humilitr, and the light, airy, 
and elegant edifices of the Presbyterians, as truly indicate the 
passion for education, refinement, and pi^ilisli, amongst that 
thrifty and enterprising jx^ple. If the genius of Mormom-^m 
were tried by thia test, as exhibited in the temple, we could 
only pronounce that it was a piece of patch-work, variable, 
strange, and incongruous. 

During ilio summer and &11 of l!^45, thorp were several 
small matters to increnso irritation between the Mormons and 
tlicir neighbors. Tlio auti- Mormons compluned of a large num- 
luT of lftroeni(»« and robberies. The Mormon pross at Nauvoo, 
and the aiiti-Monnon {lapers at Warsaw. Quincy, Springfield, 
Alton, mul St. Ix>ui«. kopt up a oontinual fire at eacji other ; the 
aiiti-Moi-moits all the lime o«lling upon the people to rise and 
o\|>i>l, or exterminate the Mormun«, Tlu- irnsat firws at Pitta- 
burg «nd in other oiti.s about this time, werv seized upon by 
the Mormon pn«ss to countenance the assertion that the Uird 
had aent them, to maiiiA>st his diHpleasurc against the Gentiles; 
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and to hint that all other places which might countenance the 
enemies of the Mormons, might expect to be visited by " hot 
drops " of the same description. This was interpreted by the 
anti-Mormons to be a threat by Mormon incendiaries, to burn 
down all cities and places not friendly to their religion. About 
this time, also, a suit had been commenced in the circuit court 
of the United States against some of the twelve apostles, on a 
note given in Ohio. The deputy marshal went to summon the 
defendants. They were determined not to be served with pro- 
cess, and a great meeting of their people being called, outrage- 
ously inflammatory speeches were made by the leaders ; the 
marshal was threatened and abused for intending to serve a 
lawful process, and here it was publicly declared and agreed to 
by the Mormons, that no more process should be served in 
Nauvoo. 

Also, about this time, a leading anti-Mormon by the name of 
Dr. Marshall, made an assault upon Gen. Deming, the sheriff 
of the county, and was killed by the sheriff in repelling the as- 
sault. The sheriff was arrested and held to bail by Judge 
Young, for manslaughter : though as he had acted strictly in 
self-defence, no one seriously believed him to be guilty of any 
crime whatever. But Dr. Marshall had many friends disposed 
to revenge his death, the rage of the. people ran very high, for 
which reason it was thought best by the judge to hold the 
sheriff to baU for something, to save him from being sacrificed 
to the public fury. 

Not long after the trials of the supposed murderers of the 
Smiths, it was discovered on a trial of the right of property 
near Lima, in Adams county, by Mormon testimony, that that 
people had an institution in their church called a " Oneness," 
which was composed of an association of five persons, over 
whom " one" was appointed as a kind of guardian. This " one" 
as trustee for the rest, was to own all the property of the asso- 
ciation; so that if it were levied upon by an execution for debt, 
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the Mormons could prove that the property belonged to one or 
the otlier of the parties, as might be required to defeat the exe- 
cution. And not Icmg after this discovery in the &U of 1845, 
the anti-Mormons of Lima and Green Plains, held a meeting to 
deriae means for the expulsion of the Mormons from their 
neighborhood. They appointed some persons of their own 
number to fire a few shots at t)i>- bouse where tbey were assem- 
bled ; but to do it in sud) a way as to hurt none who attended 
the meeting. The meeting was held, the house was fired at, 
but so as to hurt no one : and the anti-Mormons, suddoily 
breaking up their meeting, rode all orer the ooimtry spreading 
the dire alarm, that the Mormons had commenced the work of 
massacre and death. 

TUs startling intelligence soon assembled a mob. But h^on 
I relate what further was done. I mus^t give some account of tlie 
anti-Mormons. I had a good opportunity to know the early 
settlers of Hancock county. I bad attended the circuit oruns 
there ni States-attorney, from 1830. wh«i the county » as first 
organizt^ up to the year 1 s" i ; and to my certain knowledge 
the early settlers, with •4- -me honorable rxopptions. were, in pc^ 
ular language, hard cases. In the ycair 1 >v<U. one Dr. Galland 
was a candidate for the legislature, in a districi composed of 
Hancock, .\dania, and Pike counties. Ho resided in the county 
of I lancock. and as lir had in the early part of his lifb been a 
notorious horse-thief and counlerfoiler. belcmging lo the Massac 
gang, and wn< then no prptendcr to integrity, it was useless to 
deny tho charge. In all his speeches he fnvly a»lniitt>>J the 
laoi, but came noar nv.-iving a roaji^ritr of rote* in lus own 
county of Han«>ok. I mention this to show the cliancta- of 
tho people l»r integrity. Front this time down to the settle- 
ment of tho M-nuons lhcri\ and for fimr years afterwards. I 
luid nt» means of knowing alntul the futurx' incrca.00 of the Han- 
iHJck [Hiople. lUit Iwving pataed n<y whole lifo 00 the frontiers, 
on the outer edge of the settlements, I have frequent Iv seen that 
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a few first settlers would fix the character of a settlement for 
good or for bad, for many years after its commencement. If 
bad men began the settlement, bad men would be attracted to 
them, upon the well-known principle that " birds of a feather 
will flock together." Kogues will find each other out, and so 
will honest men. From, all which it appears extremely proba- 
ble, that the later immigrants were many of them, attracted to 
Hancock by a secret sympathy between them and the early set- 
tlers. And so it may appear that the Mormons themselves 
may have been induced to select Hancock as the place of their 
settlement, rather than many other places where they were 
strongly solicited to settle, by the promptings of a secret in- 
stinct, which, without much penetration, enables men to discern 
their fellows. 

The mob at Lima proceeded to warn the Mormons to leave 
the neighborhood, and threatened them with fire and sword if 
they remained. A very poor class of Mormons resided here, 
and it is very likely that the other inhabitants were annoyed 
beyond further endurance, by their little larcenies and rogueries. 
The Mormons refused to remove ; the mob proceeded to burn 
down their houses ; and about one hundred and seventy-five 
houses and hovels were burnt, the inmates being obliged to flee 
for their lives. They fled to Nauvoo in a state of utter desti- 
tution, carrying their women and children, aged and sick (it 
was then the height of the sickly season), along with them as 
best they could. The sight of these miserable creatures, aroused 
the wrath of the Mormons of Nauvoo. As soon as authentic 
intelligence of these events reached Springfield, I ordered Gen. 
Hardin to raise a force, and restore the rule of law. But whilst 
this force was gathering, the sheriflT of the county had taken the 
matter in hand. Gen. Deming had died not long after the death 
of Dr. Marshall, and the Mormons had elected Jacob B. Back- 
instos to be sheriff" in his place. This Backinstos formerly re- 
sided in Sangamon county. There he had credit to get a stock 
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of goods, and set up as a merchant. The goods were imme- 
diately transferred to his brother, leaving the debt for them un- 
paid. Here, too, he became acquainted with Judge Douglass, 
and here oommt-nced that indissoluble friendship between them, 
which has continued inviolate ever since. Douglass was ap- 
pointed to hold the c^'Urts in llaiK-idt county ; and Backinstos, 
having broken up in Sangamon, had gone over to Hancock 
seeking his fortunes. His brother had already married a niece 
of the prophet, and Backinstos immediately attached himself to 
the interests of the Mormons. Backinstos was a smart-kx^ung, 
shrewd, cunning, plausible man. of such easy manners, that he 
was likely to have great influence with the M'>rmoii«. In due 
time Judge Douglass appointed him to )« clerk of the dnaiit 
court, and this gave him almost absolute power with that peo- 
ple in all political contests, in 1H44. Backinstos and a Mormon 
elder were elected to the legi«!.tture; in l&4d, be was elected 
ahcrifT, in place of Cien. Deming : and, finally, to reward him 
fi>r hia great public servicca, he was appointed a captain of a 
rifle company in the I'nited States army. Bat being jost now 
regarded as the political leader of the Mormons, Backinstos was 
hated with a sincere and tboitHigh ha&ed by the opposite party. 
When the burning of bouses commenced, the great body of 
the anti-Mormons expresx-d themselves strongly against it pv- 
ing hopes thereby that a poasc of auu-MonnC'U', oould be raised 
to put a stop to such incendiary and riotous condwi. But when 
they were <.«lled on by the new sheriir. not a man of them turn- 
ed out to his assistance, many of them no (K>ubt being infh^ 
onced by their hatri<d of the sherifl^ Backinstoc then went to 
Nauvoo, whore ho raised a ^xwae of several hundred armed 
Mormons, with which he swept over the county, took possession 
of Dtrthage, and established a permanent guard therv. Tlie 
anti-Mormons everywhere fl<<id from their home* before the 
■herifl^ some of them to Iowa and Missouri, and others to the 
neighboring counties in Dlinots. Tlie aberifl^ was uiiable or un 
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\yillmg to bring any portion of the rioters to a battle, or to ar- 
rest any of them for their crimes. The posse came near sur- 
prising one small squad, but Ifoey made their escape, all but one, 
before they could be attacked. This one, named McBratney, 
was shot down by som^e of the posse in advance, by whom he 
was hacked and m.utilated as though he had been murdered by 
the Indians. 

The sheriff also was in continual peril of his life from the 
anti-Mormons, who daily threatened him with death the first 
opportunity. As he was going in a buggy from Warsaw in the 
direction of Nauvoo, he was pursued by three or four men to a 
place in the road where some Mormon teams were standing. 
Baokinstos passed the teams a few rods, and then stopping, the 
pursuers came up withm a hundred and fifty yards, when they 
were fired upon, with an unerring aim, by some one concealed 
not far to one side of them. By this fire, Franklin A. Worrell 
was killed. He was the same man who had commanded the 
guard at the jail at the time the Smiths were assassinated ; and 
there made himself conspicuous in betraying his trust, by con- 
senting to the assassination. It is believed that Backinstos ex- 
pected to be pursued and attacked, and had previously stationed 
some men in ambush, to fire upon his pursuers. He was after- 
wards indicted for the supposed murder, and procured a change 
of venue to Peoria county, where he was acquitted of the charge. 
About this time, also, the Mormons murdered a man by the 
name of Daubeneyer, without any apparent provocation ; and 
another anti-Mormon named Wilcox was murdered in Nauvoo, 
as it was believed, by order of the twelve apostles. The anti- 
Mormons also committed one murder. Some of them, under 
Backman, set fire to some straw near a bam belonging to Dur- 
fee, an old Mormon seventy years old ; and then lay in ambush 
until the old man came out to extinguish the fire, when they 
shot hitn dead from their place of concealment. The perpetra- 
tors of this murder were arrested and brought before an anti- 

18 
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Mormon justice of the peace, and were acquitted, though their 
^'tiilt was sufliciently apparent. 

During the ascendency of the sheriff and the absence of the 
nnti-Monnons from ihcir houses, the p<?ople who had been burnt 
out of their houses assembled in Xauvoo, from whence, with 
many others, they sallied forth and ravaged the country, steal- 
ing and plundering whatever was convenient to carry or drive 
away. U'hcn informed of these proceedings, I hastened to 
.Tacksonville, where, in a conference with Gen. Hardin, Major 
Warren, Judge Douglass, and the Attorney-General Mr. Mo- 
DougaU, it was agreed that thesi- gentlemen should proceed to 
Hancock in all haste, with whatever iori-.-s had been raised, few 
or many, and put an end to these disorders. It was now appa- 
rent that neither party in Hancock could be trusted with the 
j->owcr to keep the peace. It was also agreed that all these sod- 
tlcmrn slioiild unite their influence with mine to induce the Mor- 
mons to leave the Stnte. Gen. Hardin lost no time in r;ii>ing 
tlirro or four hundred volunteers; and when he got to Carthage 
he found a Mtthob guard in p<^'«x"-«~ii<i of the courthouse. 
This force he ordered to disband and disperse in fiflven minutes. 
The plundering parti.> of Mormons were topped in their rav- 
ages. Tlie fugitive anti-M'>nuo:i.- were recalled to their homes, 
and all parties abovo four in number on either side were pro- 
hibited from assembling and marching over the country. 

Whilst G»>n. llordin wns at Carthagci, a convention previous- 
Iv np]Hii!ii<Hl assomblcd at (hat plnow con)|Hvs.\l of delo^tes 
from the oiiilit ncighlH>rini; counties. The people of the neigb- 
Itorinu- counti<v» were nianned lost the anti-Mormons should en- 
tirely desert Hancock, and by that means leave one of the 
largtVHt coimtii-s of the Si.i-.o to bo po»r-ss.d cntin>ly by Moi- 
iiioii*. Tills they feared would bring the surrounding counties 
into imnie.lialo ivllision with them, TTioy had thcreHtre ap- 
IHiintcd this ivnvoniiiMi to consid.^r measures for the expulsion 
of the Mornions. The twelve nj^istlos had now become s*ti» 
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fied that the Mormons could not remain, or if they did, the lead- 
ers would be compelled to abandon the sway and dominion they 
exercised over them. They had now become convinced that the 
kind of Mahometanism which they sought to establish could 
never be established in the near vicinity of a people whose mor- 
als and prejudices were all outraged and shocked by it, unless 
indeed they were prepared to establish it by force of arms. 
Through the intervention of Gen. Hardin, acting under instruc- 
tions from me, an agreement was made between the hostile par- 
ties for the voluntary removal of the greater part of the Mor- 
mons in the spring of 1846. The two parties agreed that, in 
the meantime, they would seek to make no arrests for crimes 
previously committed ; and on my part I agreed that an armed 
force should be stationed in the county to keep the peace. The 
presence of such a force, and amnesty from prosecutions on all 
sides, were insisted on by the Mormons, that they might devote 
all their time and energies to prepare for their removal. Gen. 
Hardin iirst diminished his force to a hundred men, leaving 
Major Wm. B. Warren in command. And this force being 
fiirther diminished during the winter to fifty, and then to ten 
men, was kept up until the last of May, 1846. This force was 
commanded with great efficiency and prudence during all this 
winter and spring by Major Warren ; and with it he was enabled 
to keep the turbulent spirit of faction in check, the Mormons 
well knowing that it would be supported by a much larger force 
whenever the governor saw proper to call for it. In the mean- 
time, they somewhat repented of their bargain, and desired 
Major Warren to be withdrawn. Backinstos was anxious to 
be again left at the head of his posse, ta goster over the county 
and to take vengeance on his enemies. The anti-Mormons were 
also dissatisfied, because the State force preserved a threatening 
aspect towards them as well as towards the Mormons. He was 
always ready to enforce arrests of criminals for new offences on 
either side ; and this pleased neither the Mormons nor the anti- 
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Mormons. Civil war was on the very point of breaking ont 
more than a dozen times during the winter. Both parties com- 
plained of Major Warren ; but I, well knowing that he was man- 
fully doing his duty, in one of the most difficult and vexatious 
services ever devolved upon a militia officer, steadily sustained 
him against the complaints on both sides. It is but just to Ma- 
jor Warren t<> say here, tfa&t be gained a lasting credit with all 
substantial citizens for his able and prudent conduct during this 
winter. Of General Hardin, too, it i^ but just to say, that his 
expedition this time had the happiest results. The greater part 
of the military tract was saved by it from the horrors of a civil 
war in the winter time, when much misery would have followed 
from it, by the diq>ersion of &milies and the dettracti<« of 
property. 

During the winter of 1845-'6 the Mormons made the most 
prodigious proparation<i for removal. All the bouses in Nau- 
voo, and even the temple, were converted into work^sh. •[■•« ; and 
before spring, more than twelve thousand wagons were in readi- 
nc*«. Tlie people fri>m all parts of the country flocked to 
Nauvoo to purchase houses and &rms, whidi were sold extreme- 
ly low, lower than the prices at a sheritf's sale, for money, 
wagons, horses, oxen, cattle, and other articles of personal prop- 
erty, which might be needed by the Mormons in their exod(» 
into the wilil<'nies!<. Py the middle of May it was e^mated 
that sixteen thutiaand Mormons had crossed the Mississippi and 
taken up their line of murch with their peiwrnal property, their 
wives and little ones, westward across the continent to Oregwi 
or t'iilifoniia; leaving behind tliem in N.'jiivixi a small remnant 
of a ihoiisiuul souls, being those it ho wore unable to sell their 
property, or who having no pniperty to sell weTe unable to eet 
awny. 

The twelve apostles went first with about two thousand rf tlieir 
followers. Indictments had been fotmd against nine of them in 
the oirouit court of the l'nit<<d States for the diatriot of Olinoiiv 
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at its December term, 1845, for counterfeiting the current coin 
of the United States. The United States Marshal had applied 
to me for a militia force to arrest them ; but in pursuance of 
the amnesty agreed on for old offences, believing that the ar- 
rest of the accused would prevent the removal of the Mormons, 
and that if arrested there was ;iot the least chance that any of 
them would ever be convicted, I declined the application un- 
less regularly called upon by the President of the United States 
according to law. It was generally agreed that it would be im- 
• politic to arrest the leaders and thus put an end to the prepara- 
tions for removal, when it was notorious that none of them 
could be convicted ; for they always commanded evidence and 
witnesses enough to make a conviction impossible. But with a 
view to hasten their removal they were made to believe that 
the President would order the regular army to Nauvoo as soon 
as the navigation opened in the spring. This had its intended 
effect ; the twelve, with about two thousand of their followers, 
immediately crossed the Mississippi before the breaking up of 
the ice. But before this the deputy marshal had sought to ar- 
rest the accused without success. 

Notwithstanding but few of the Mormons remained behind, 
after June, 1846, the anti-Mormons were no less anxious for 
their expulsion by force of arms; being another instance of a 
party not being satisfied with the attainment of its wishes un- 
less brought about by themselves, and by measures of their 
own. It was feared that the Mormons might vote at the Au- 
gust election of that year ; and that enough of them yet re- 
mained to control the elections in the county, and perhaps in 
the district for Congress. They, therefore, took measures to 
get up a new quarrel with the remaining Mormons. And for 
this purpose they attacked and severely whipped a party of 
eight or ten Mormons, which had been sent out into the coun- 
try to harvest some wheat fields in the neighborhood of Pon- 
toosuo, and who had provoked the wrath of the settlement by 
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hallooing, yelling, and other arrogant behavior. Writs were 
sworn out in Nauroo against the men of Pontoosuc, who were 
arrested and Icept for several days under strict guard, until thej 
gave bail. Then in their turn, they swore out writs for the ar- 
rest of the constable and posse who had made the first arrest, 
for fiilse imprisonment. The Mormon p's^:- were no doubt 
really afi^d to be arrested, believing that instead of being tried 
they would be murdered. This made an excuse for the anti- 
Mormons to assemble a posse of several liundred men to assist 
in making the arrest ; but the matter was Anally adjusted with- 
out any one being taken. A committee of anti-Monnons was 
sent into Nauvoo, who reported that the M^rnivus were making 
every possible preparation for removal ; and the leading Mor- 
mons on their part agreed that their people sliould not vote at 
the next election. 

The August election came on shortly afterwards and the 
Mormons all voted the whole democratic ticket I have since 
been informed l>y Babbitt, the Mormon elder and agent tor the 
sale of church property, that tlic\ were irtduciid to vote this 
time from the following coi:~ideratii>ii> : The President of the 
United Slates had permitted tbe Mormons to settle on the In- 
dian lands on the Missouri river, and had taken fire hundred 
of them into the service as soldiers in the war with Mexi^v ; 
and in consequence of tht-,*- fu\ons the Moniions felt under 
obligation to vote Cor licmoeniis in support of the administra- 
tion ; and so deternuned were ihov that their support of the 
I'n -.iileiit should Ihj eflicaeni, tiiat they all voted three or lour 
times e.ich for niomber of t Vwgros. 

Tliis vote of the Mormons eurtigitl the whi^ anew against 
tlicin ; the probability that they might attempt to remain per- 
niancntly in the wuntry, and the cortainty that nuuiy design- 
ing |>ei>on« I'or selfish pur{Hvsvvs wen> endeavoring- to keep them 
t\wTv, revivetl all the .xeitenient wliioh had over existed against 
that people. In pursuanc« of the adnoe and under the dir«o- 
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tion of Archibald Williams, a distinguished lawyer and whig 
politician of Quincy, writs were again sworn out for the arrest 
of persons in Nauvoo, on various charges. But to create a ne- 
cessity for a great force to make the arrests, it was freely ad- 
mitted by John Carlin, the constable sent in with the writs, 
that the prisoners would be murdered if arrested and carried 
out of the city. This John Carlin, under a promise to be elect- 
ed recorder in the place of a Jack Mormon recorder to be driven 
away, was appointed a special constable to make the arrests. 
And now the individuals sought to be arrested were openly 
threatened to be murdered. The special constable went to 
Nauvoo with the writs in his hands, the accused declined to sur- 
render. And now having failed to make the arrests, the con- 
stable began to call out the posse comitatus. . This was about 
the 1st of September, 1846. The posse soon amounted to sev- 
eral hundred men. The Mormons in their turn swore out 
several writs for the arrest of leading anti-Mormons, and under 
pretence of desiring to execute them, called out a posse of 
Mormons. Here was writ against writ ; constable against con- 
stable ; law against law, and posse against posse. 

Whilst the parties were assembling their forces the trustees 
of Nauvoo being new citizens, not Mormons, applied to the 
governor for a militia officer to be sent over with ten men, they 
supposing that this small force would dispense with the services 
of the eivU posse on either side. There was such a want of 
confidence on all sides that no one would submit to be arrested 
by an adversary, for fear of assassination. This small force it 
was supposed would restore confidence and order. And here 
again was a difficulty, who was to be sent on this delegate ser- 
vice. General Hardin, Major Warren, Colonel Weatherford 
and Colonel Baker, had gone to the Mexican war. These had 
been the officers upon whom I had relied in all previous emer- 
gencies ; and they were well qualified for command. And here 
I must remark that the President in May, 1846, called for four 
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rcgiraents of volunteers from Hlinois for the Mexican war. TTie 
call was no sooner published in Illinois, than nine regiments of 
fered tliuir services. Those of them who were doomed to stay 
at home were more discontented than men usually are who are 
drafted into the armies of their country. 

And here, too, I will remark, that the laws do not allow the 
governor t<> exerdae his own best judgmoit in selecting the 
most fit person to command. The militia themselves elect 
their officers, and all the choice which is left to the governor, is 
to select one already elected. In looking round over the State 
for this purpose, the choice fell upon Major Parker of Fultoo 
county. Major Parker was a whic. and was selected partly for 
that riasOD, believing that a whig now, as had been the case 
before with Gen. Hardin and Major Warren, would have more 
innuence in retraining the anti-Mormons than a democrat. But 
Major I'arkor's duiractt-r wii> unknown out of his own county. 
Everywhere cUe it was taken for granted that he was a demo- 
crat, and had bc<>ii sent over t<< Hancock to intrigue with the 
Mormons. The whig newspap* r-^ immediatdv Kt looee floods 
of abuse upon him, both in thN St.iio and in M''^^"ur,, wluch 
ct.iji|il.t<l\ puralyxed his power to render .iny cffectwal <!<^nri«. 
TIk" constable's im-^se n-fustxl to give place to him, .■•nd the con- 
stable openly lU-olared that be cared but little for the .trrv'sis; 
by which it was apiiarent tknt they intended from the first to 
use the pnxxvss of the law only as a i>^vor to their design of ex- 
pelling tlio Moriuons. 

Tlio iKwse ciintinurtl to incrcnao until it nurobervd about 
ei^lit hundred ni<Mi-, and whilst it was getting rv<ady to n^arch 
into tlio eiiy, it was repn^ispntt'd to me by another committ**, 
that the new cititiMi'. kI" N,iuvix> were them*olves divided into 
two parties, the one sjdini; with the Monnon-s, the other with 
thiir enemies. 1 bo Miu-nuxta threatened the disaflected new 
cjliwna with death, if they did not join in the defence of the 
city. V»r this rv«aou I sH'nt over M. Brayman, Esq., a judi- 
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cious citizen of Springfield, -with suitaole orders restraining all 
compulsion in forcing the citizens to join the Mormons against 
their will, and generally to inquire into and report all the cir- 
cumstances of the quarrel. 

Soon after Mr. Brayman arrived there, he persuade^ the 
leaders on each side into an adjustment of the quarrel. It was 
agreed that the Mormons should immediately surrender their 
arms to some person to be appointed to receive them, and to 
be redelivered when they left the State, and that they would 
remove from the State in two months. This treaty was agreed to 
by Gen. Singleton, Col. Chittenden and others, on the side of the 
antics, and by Major Parker and some leading Mormons on the 
other side. But when the treaty was submitted for ratification 
to the anti-Mormon forces, it was rejected by a small majority. 
Gen. Singleton and Col. Chittenden, with a proper self-respect, 
immediately withdrew from command ; they not being the first 
great men placed at the head of affairs at the beginning of vio- 
lence, who have been hurled from their places before the popu- 
lar frenzy had run its course. And with them also great 
Archibald Williams, the prime mover of the enterprise, he not 
being the first man who has got up a popular commotion, and 
failed to govern it afterwards. Indeed, the whole history of 
revolutions and popular excitements leading to violence, is full 
of instances like these. Mr. Brayman, the same day of the re- 
jection of the treaty, reported to me that nearly one-half of the 
anti-Mormons would abandon the enterprise, and retire with 
their late commanders, " leaving a set of hair-brained fools to 
be flogged or to disperse at their leisure." It turned out, how- 
ever, that the calculations of Mr. Brayman were not realized ; 
for when Singleton and Chittenden retired, Thomas S. Brock- 
man was put in command of the posse. This Brockman was a 
Campbellite preacher, nominally belonging to the democratic 
party. He was a large, awkward, uncouth, ignorant, semi-bar- 
barian, ambitious of office, and bent upon acquiring notoriety. 

18* 
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He bad been county commissioner of Brown county, and in that 
capacity had let out a contract for building the court-hou*e. and 
it was aAerwards ascertained had let the contract to himself 
He managed to get paid in advance, and then built such an in- 
ferior building, that the county had not received it up to Dec. 
1846. He had also been a collector of taxes, for which he was 
a defaulter, and his knds were hjLI whilst I was governor, to 
pay a judgment obtained against him for moneys collected by 
him. To the bitterness of his religious prejudices against the 
Mormons, he added a hatred of their immoral practices, prob- 
ably because they differed from his own. Such was the man 
who was now at the head of the anti-Mormons,* who were 
about as numerous in camp as ever. 

AAcr the appointment of Brockman, I was not enabled to 
hear in any authentic shape of the movements on either side, 
until the luiti-M'Tiuon forces had arrived near the suburbs of 
the city, and were about ready to commence an attack. The 
information which was received, wa-* by mere rumor of travel- 
lers, or by the newspapers fk>m St. Loui>. And I will remark 
tliat during none of these difficulties, have I been able to get 
letters and dosjiatdics from Nauvoo by the I'nitod States mail, 
coming as it was obliged to do, through the anli-Mormoo set- 
tlements and post I'tliccs. 

* To the credit of iht Campballilc* I record, thai after this they li- 
l«ae«d Brockman from prMchiag. B«f>r« this tinM, h* had fr«qa«otly 
been • candidal* for office villiont »oet«a a la l>4T, h* thOOglit h« 
eoold b* elected to tb* conventioo to amend the conetilutioB, from 
Brown county, ujMia the gK>rr he had amjmred in the Mormon wan. 
lit' VIM uoniinated br a amall meeting of democrats; and, ia a eoonly 
of one hundred and fifty minority of democrats, he va* beaten by a 
whig by upward* of oa* hundred and tweoty-fire m^ori^, * * 
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But soon after the anties had arrived with their force near 
Nauvoo, and after some little skirmishing, Mr. Brayman came 
to Springiield with a request for further assistance in defence of 
the city. It was now too late to call forces from a distance, if 
they had been ever so willing to come. It was obvious that if 
. any new forces were to be raised, they must come from the 
near neighborhood of the conflict. Orders were therefore issued 
to Major William G. Flood, who was commander of the militia 
of the adjoining and populous county of Adams, by which he 
was authorized to raise a sufficient volunteer force in that and 
the surrounding counties, to enforce the observance of law in 
Hancock. It turned out, however, that great excitement ex- 
isted in Adams and in all the neighboring country, and Major 
Flood being of opinion that if he raised a force on the part of 
the State, a much larger force would have turned out in aid of 
the rioters, declined to act. 

To meet such a contingency, he had been instructed that, if 
inconvenient for himself to act, he was to hand over his author- 
ity to some person who would act, and who could be elected to 
the command of the forces thus to be raised. Major Flood, 
without handing over his authority to any one in Adanis coun- 
ty, went to Nauvoo to use his influence with the contendingpar- 
ties, for the restoration of peace ; but failing in this, he handed 
over his authority to the Mormons and their allies, who elected 
Major Clifford to command them. In issuing this order to Ma- 
jor Flood, it was not intended to put the Nauvoo volunteers 
under any different command than what was specified in the 
orders to Major Parker, as it had already been declared in those 
orders that the Mormon force", with the exception of the ten 
men from Fulton county, were to serve without pay. The or- 
der to Major Flood was for an additional force, and not to give 
a different organization to the force already raised. It is my 
solemn conviction, that no sufficient force could have been raised 
to have fought in favor of the Mormons. But there was stili 



420 HISTOBT OF ILLINOIS. 

another difficulty, and every one felt it. Xo force under our 
present constitution could more than temporarily have sup- 
pressed these difficulties. It has been the practice heretofore, 
for the ring-lcadc r^ of rebellion in Hancock to withdraw from 
the St.ite whenever the Suite forces were marched over there; 
and from experience in former trials they had found out that no 
one could be convicted, llie result vf former expeditions had 
been to keep the peace durine the presence of the military, but 
so soon as they disbanded the disorders were renewed. The 
keeping of the peace, therefore, in that county, was some such 
labor as the work <>i' Si-ivphus who was condemned by the 
gods throughout etcniity to roll a !4oDe up hill, and every time 
he got it nearly to the top. it broke looee from him, and again 
came thundering down to the plain below. The former expe- 
ditions had shown this to be the case, and now there was a gen- 
eral disposition to let the hostile parties bring matters to a con- 
clusion in their own way ; and such was the public prejudice 
against the Mormons, thiit, ten chances to one, any Uige ibrce 
of militia which might have been ordered there, would have 
join>''l the rioters, rather than fought in defence of the Mor- 
mons.* 

* It hu been stkeA. How did GoTcmor Wristit of K«v Torfc sop- 
pr«M th* riots of the u>u-rent«ra in IMt ( This is easily answered. 
The nnti-r«at rials were lets KenefaUy popolsr tbna the note of the 
snti-Monnona. The guvernor Dier* vsa bi>tter eupported by publie 
opinion thnn (he i:oTernor of Illiootiw Ue hivl the power, sod he txtt- 
rieed it, to appoint end miiox <• ehenilit, en^l other eounly i^rera in- 
tended for hie ueielaoop : and i^r law* of Nrv Y>irk ailoved a crim- 
inal to Im> taken witJioiii hie ron««nt lo a dialani county for trial This 
laet advautacf wae onv warlh all Ul« rmt. 

The hitlory of the lav eonceming the renne in criminal eaae^ is a 
riiri»i>ii_v. Hy ttie anoient commun law the jury va« to «uoe from the 
\ .'IV town or noi|fhU>rhi>i>.l where the crime had beeo committed; and 
Uiie va* Iwcaiitc it wa> aup|ioeed that they had a pereonal knovled^ 
of the eircnmetance* i>f tlu' crim^ and of the oharaeler of the criminal 
and the wilAoaMe. It wae to guard a^falnst op|>r«uan, by aeeimng the 
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The forces under Brockman numbered about 800 men ; they 
were armed with the State arms, which had been given up to 
them by independent militia companies in the adjacent counties. 
They also had five pieces of six-pounder iron cannon, belonging 
to the State, which they had obtained in the same way. The 
Mormon party and their allies, being some of the new citizens, 
under the command of Major Clifford, numbered at first about 

accused of a trial by his neighbors and acquaintances, who, if he were 
a good man, would know it, and deal more gently with him than stran- 
gers would. Afterwards, by statute, the jury was to come from the 
body of the county. Our Stake constitution, in imitation of the Eng- 
lish law, provides that criminals shall be entitled to a jury of the vicin- 
age, which means the same thing. And yet our law says that no man 
shall be a competent juror who has formed an opinion as to the guilt 
or innocence of the criminal. If the juror is not to bring his private 
knowledge, and his bias in favor of the accused, into the jury, bul; little 
good is the privilege of having a jury from the vicinage likely to do 
the prisoner. He might just as well be taken to some other county and 
tried by strangers, as to be tried by strangers in his own county. It is 
true that the law of Illinois allows the accused to remove his trial for 
prejudice in the judge or inhabitants, but the State has no right to re- 
move the case without the consent of the prisoner. One of the com- 
plaints urged against me, and some men who held themselves out, but 
rather falsely pretend to be lawyers, have made it, is, that I did not 
take the Mormon and anti-Mormon prisoners to some foreign county to 
be tried. Some thought they ought to have been taken before the su- 
preme court, and others before the United States court at Springfield, 
as if either of these courts had the slightest particle of power to try 
them. Before I heard of these complaints, I was not aware that there 
was so much stupid ignorance in the country, particularly among men 
who pretend to be lawyers. 

There is now no doubt but the power to change the venue in crim- 
inal eases, which the constitution of New "Kork vested in the supreme 
court, to 1)6 exercised at discretion, has operated well in all cases of lo- 
cal excitement ; and probably saved a war with England, which was 
likely to grow out of the trial of MoLeod for the murder of Durfee and 
burning the Caroline steamboat on the Niagara frontier. 

But to return to Gov. Wright. Being supported by public opinion. 
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two hundred and fifty, but were dimiaished by desertions and 
rctnovalB, before any decisive fighting took place, to about one 
hundred and fifty. Sonae of them were armed with sixteen 
shooting rifles, — which experience proved were not very eflect- 
ivi? in their hands, — and a few of them with muskets. They 
had four or five pieces of cannon, hastily and rudely made by 
themselves out of the shaft of a steamboat. 

The Miirni'.n-i and tli.ir allies t<K-.k irxj^ilion in the suburbs, 
about one mile cast ■ i" the temple, where th. y threw up some 
breastworks for the protection of their artillery. The attackutg 
force was strong enough to have been divided and marched into 
the city on each side of this battery, and entirely out of the 
r.iiiL.'o of its shot; and thus the place mi;;bt hare be> ri taken 
without firing a gun. But Bnx'kman, allboogh he professed a 
desire to save the lives of hi-« moi, planted his force directly in 
frtint of the enemy's battery, bat distant more than half a 
mile ; and now both parties commenced a fire from their can- 
non, and some few persons on each side apj^n-iached near 
eimiiph to open a fire with thr.r r i\, - and niu>ko!*, but not 
near enough to do each other material injury. 

he put down the uiti-rent«rs uid protrci^J tbr property of the v«a]thy. 
In rrttirn for thi* IsTor, th« T«aiihy inco at as «l«elioit a f«w mooth* 
nfterwardt nuted with tli« uiti-r«oter^ and bvlp«J thtm pnt GoTcraor 
Wright dovn. Gavemor Wright did all h» roulJ to Mcurr the eanvie- 
tioB of murderer* and aaaaMiii* among*! the aott-rpoten, who had raJMd 
a rebellion againat the lav* of prof^rty. The men of property imme- 
diatrlr hrl|i«d the anli-renter* %a defmt Ooreraor Wright'* aecond 
elerlinn, and to daet ■ man who yrt pledfred to )>&rdoB theae same 
iniirJerert and out-throata out of the penilenliarr. 

The neit eztenaire rli<t a(;ain>i pmperty in the I'nited State* u ix* 
likely t' be quelled •<> racily. Pnblie men will hereafter remember the 
fat* of liovrruor Wright, They will bo apt to rrmember that aetive 
•ilTorU a^ain*! Ui* rioter* will make rnomiea of them, withoat making 
friends eluewherek I'ihmi the who|«, this example of the men of pro|>- 
rrty uniting witti the miaerabi* faelion of anti.r«Bl«rt to put down 
auob a man *« Oct. Wright, i* on* of lb* wont aignt of tha titan. 



HISTOKY OF ILLINOIS. 423 

In this manner they continued to fire at each other at such a 
distance, and with such want of skill, as that there was but little 
prospect of injury, untij the anti-Mormons had exhausted their 
ammunition, when they retreated in some disorder to their 
camp. They were not pursued, and here the Mormon party ' 
committed an error, for all experience of irregular forces has 
shown, that however brave they may be, that a charge on them 
when they have once commenced a retreat, is sure to be suc- 
cessful. Having waited a few days to supply themselves anew 
with ammunition from Quincy, the anties again advanced to 
the attack, but without coming nearer to the enemy than before, 
and that what at the time was called a battle, was kept up three 
or four days, during all which time the Mormons admit a loss 
of two men and a boy killed, and three or four wounded. The 
anties admitted a loss on their side of one man mortally, and 
nine or ten others not so dangerously wounded. The Mormons 
claimed that they had killed thirty or forty of the anties. The 
anties claimed that they had killed thirty or forty of the Mor- 
mons, and both parties could have proved their claim by incon- 
testable evidence, if their witnesses had been credible. But 
the account which each party renders of its loss, ought to be 
taken as the true one, unless such account can be successfully 
controverted. During all the skirmishing and firing of cannon, 
it is estimated that from seven to nine hundred cannon balls, 
and an infinite number of bullets, were fired on each side, from 
which it appears that the remarkable fact of so few being killed 
and wounded, can be accounted for only by supposing great 
unskilfulness in the use of arms, and by the very safe distance 
which the parties kept from each other. 

At last, through the intervention of an anti-Mormon commit- 
tee of one hundred from Quincy, the Mormons and their allies 
were induced to submit to such terms as the posse chose to 
dictate, which were that the Mormons should immediately give 
up their arms to the Quincy committee, and remove from the 
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State. The trustees of the drarch and five of their derits were 
permitted to remain for the sale of Mormon property, and the 
posse were to march in unmolested, and to leave a suffident 
force to guarantee the performance of these stipulations. 

Acoordlnglj, the constable's posse marched in with Brodc 
man at their head, oonaiating of about eight hundred armed 
men, and six or seven hundred unarmed, who had assembled 
from all the country around, from motives of curioaty, to see 
tlie once proud city of Nauvoo humbled, and delivered up to 
its enemies, and to the domination of a self-constitated and irre- 
sponsible power. They proceeded ict" the dty slowly and 
carefully, eiamining the way from fear of the explosion of a 
mine, many of wfaidi bad been made by the Mtrnn-ns. by 
burying kcf^s of powder in the ground, with a man stationed 
at a distance to pull a string communicating with the trigger 
of a percussion lode affixed to the keg. This kind of a oootiiv- 
ance was called by the Mormons a "hell- half acre." When 
the posse arrived in the city, the leaders of it erected theinielves 
into a tribunal t'> dcdde who &boald W forced away aud who 
ri'tnain. Paniofi were despatdied to hunt Cst N(onnon arms: 
and for Mormons aii<t t-> bring them to the judgment, where 
they received their doom from the mouth of Brockman. who 
there sat a grim and unawed tyrant for the time. .\s a general 
rule, the Mormon* were ordered to leave within an hour or two 
hours ; and by rare grace, •«omo of them wore allowed until 
next day, and in a few ca.>»t- hunger. The treaty specified that 
the Morinoiii only should U- driven into exile. Nothing was 
said in it concerning the new citizens, wh«i had with the Mor- 
nions ilefenileil the eiy. But the po^-* no sooner obtained 
]>.vBH<«Rion, than they ciimmcnoed expelling the new citisc-ns. 
Smie Af them »er\' ducked in tl»« river, being in one or two 
inMMicos actually baptised in the name of the leaders of the 
n«>l>, others were forcibly driven :ni.> the lorry iKtats, to be 
taken over the river, before the bayoneu <^ armed ruffians ; 
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and it is telieved that the houses of most of them were hroken 
open and their property stolen during their absence. Many of 
these new settlers were strangers in the country from various 
parts of the United States, who were attracted there by the low 
price of property, and they knew but little of previous difficul- 
ties, or the merits of the quarrel. They saw with their own 
eyes that the Mormons were industriously preparing to go 
away, and they knew of their own knowledge that an effort to 
expel them with force was gratuitous and unnecessary cruelty. 
They had been trained in the States from whence they came to 
jibhor mobs, and to obey the law, and they volunteered their 
services under executive authority, to defend their town and 
their property against mob violence, and as they honestly be- 
lieved, from destruction. But in this they were partly mis- 
taken, for although the mob leaders, in the exercise of unbridled 
power, were guilty of many enormities to the persons of indi- 
viduals, and although much personal property was stolen, yet 
they abstained from materially injuring houses and buildings. 
The most that was done in this way, was the stealing of the 
doors and the sash of the windows from the houses by some- 
body ; the anti-Mormons allege that they were carried away by 
the Mormons, and the Mormons aver that the most of them 
were stolen by the anti-Mormons. 

In a few days the obnoxious inhabitants had been expelled, 
the warlike new citizens with the rest. This class of citizens 
had strong claims to be treated with more generosity by the 
conquerors ; but a mob, and more especially the mob leaders, 
inflame4 with passion, exasperated by a brave resistance, their 
vulgar souls seeing no merit in the courage of adversaries, are 
not apt to show them much favor in the day of success and tri- 
umph. The main force of the posse was now disbanded. Brock- 
man returned home. But before he returned, whilst his men 
were doubly intoxicated with liquor and by the glory of their 
victory, one hundred of them volunteered to remain, to prevent 
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the return of those who had been expelled, or who had fled 
knowing that they would be forced away, and otherwise cruellj 
treated if they remained to &ce their conquerors. These, of 
cimrse, were the lowest, mcst violent, the least restrained by 
principle, of all the anti-Mormons. The most of them were 
such vagabonds as had no home anywhere else, no busings or 
employment, and for that reason were the readiest to stay. 
The i^'-iM? was finally diminished t.. about thirty men, under 
Mnjiir McCalla, and cxintinued to exercise all the powers of 
govemmcht in Xauvoo, committing many high-handed acts of 
tyranny and oppression, and, aa they said, some acts of charity 
to till.' suffering women and children, until they heard that a 
force was comin;; against them from Springfidd. 

In the iDCiuitime the Mormons had been forced away from 
their homes unprepared for a journey. They and their women 
and children had been thrown honaeK-ss upon the Iowa diore, 
without i'r<>\'iaions or the mcaiis of getting them, or to get away 
to plaixv whcrv provision'^ might be obtained. It was now the 
highest <>r the sickly season. Many of them were taken fit)m 
sick beds, hurried into the boats and drireu away by the armed 
rufiians, now exerciaing the power of government. The best 
they could do was to orect their touts on the banks of the river, 
luiil there remain i" take their riuuiee of per.>lv.i>g I'v hunger, 
or by |ir>'\ailins; sickness. In this condition the idck without 
shi'liiT, food, nourishment, or nuxlioincs, died by stx>rcs. The 
iii<<thor watcJied her sick lvibt< without hope, until it died ; and 
when she sunk luuier acouniulattM mi^wines, it \«~as only to be 
•iniikly followed bv lior oihor cjiildren, now leA without the 
least iiiioHiion ; for the men had susattcrvd out over the country 
m^oklng employment and the menii'i of living. Their distrv^xni 
iHiii.liliou w:u< no MKiiuT kuowu, thai) all {\arti«« contributovl to 
their relief; tlic iiiiilMi>riui>ns «•* much as uiliors. 

Some x>( tins new i-iiiums who iMd been driven awa_\ . had scv. 
craJ timra attomptod to rotuni to look aft«r iheir pro(vrty, and 
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were each time driven away with more violence than they were 
before. The people of the State looked upon these outrages 
with calm indifference. A few here and there were anxions 
that something should be done to put an end to them. But 
such persons were generally moderate men who, because they 
are not violent themselves, dislike violence in others ; and for 
the same reason, although they desire something to be done, 
yet never do anything to aid the authorities of the State. These 
moderate men, if force is necessary to put down force, are al- 
ways the last whose services can be obtained ; and yet they are 
always the readiest to find fault with the government which 
they have failed to assist. They are the first to call upon the 
governor for prompt action, but the last to bring him any aid ; 
and very many of them tremble at the mere idea of venturing 
their popularity in such an enterprise. Let no public man in 
times of excitement depend upon moderate men for support ; 
nor can he in such times justly expect to be supported in mod- 
erate measures. All violence is wrong ; the moderate course 
is the right one ; the violent men support their measures with 
energy ; the moderate men let theirs perish for want of sup- 
port. In such a contest a very few, a dozen violent men are 
worth a thousand of the moderates. The moderate party never 
give any efficient support to their leaders. They will coldly 
approve if, upon a very careful and curious looking into mat- 
ters, what has been done suits them in the manner and amount 
of it exactly ; but if not suited to the eighth of an inch, then 
they are not sparing in their censure. This is true not only as 
to excitements which lead to civil war, but as to all excitements 
attending the contests of party. And it is for this reason that 
ambitious politicians are always driven to violent courses, to 
extreme measures, and to eschew all moderation. They know 
that they can depend upon the men of violence and action for 
support. And they know, as La Fayette might have known, 
that the moderate men never give a support worth anything 
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to any one. The wealthy, who stand most in need of ppo- 
tection against riolenoe, very rarely ever volunteer to put it 
down; most frequently leaving the laws to be enforced, if 
enforced at all, by obscure men ; and many times by sudi per- 
sons as have no business of their own, or care for the subility 
of law and government Such men as these are the readiest to 
volunteer in a popular service ; some volunteer without ccnsii 
ering the rneriu of the cause ; and in civil broils as they change 
their minds with the changing windsi, and have the election of 
their own commanders, their attachment to the one or the other 
side is not always to be relied on. Now. as long as the wealthy 
substantial citixen refuses his aid, the support of goveramant 
rests upon such feeble helps as these. 

But the people had now waked ap to reflection : they had 
seen a mob victorious over the {government of die people. The 
government in a large district was actually put down and trod- 
den under foot. Tbry were willing that the Mormons m^it 
be driven away; but they had not anticipatod the outrages 
which followed. A re action took place, and such i^ the iocon- 
Btanry of popular foeling, that men who were before outrageoos 
against the governor for makiiu; any, even an abortive efibrt to 
extend n scanty assistance to an oppressed people, were now no 
less clamorous against him for not raising; a force before one 
could possibly be raised : and they oven vent so fiu- as to re- 
quire that martial law should be declared ; and that the rioters 
should be hung without trial or jadgni««it. Thus tltej thought 
that mob ^-iolencc might be put down by the illegal mob vio- 
lence oi" in<vonmient ; and were in Ikvor of con\'erting the goT- 
ommont into a mob to put down mobocracy. 

TTjcre is a vague fv«ling among the jM>ople in fiivor of martial 

Inw on such occn.«ioii!i. 1 can find no auihoriry in the constito- 

lioii, or anynhoro else, tor the cttforoement of martial law out- 

-«i(li> the line- of ft military encampment. TV civil law is above 

ti)c military. Hut when the civil law shall be utterly din^ 
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garded and trampled under foot ; when the people become 
■wholly unfit for self-government ; when anarchy and disorder 
shall be forced to give place to despotism ; when our forms of 
government shall be utterly overthrown and abandoned, as ex; 
periments which have failed, the first dawnings of the reign of 
tyrants most likely will be preceded by proclamations of mar- 
tial law, not for the government of armies, but for the govern- 
ment and punishment of a people at once rebellious and deserv- 
ing to be slaves. The general sentiment in favor of martial 
law and the disorders calling it forth, are fearful evidences of a 
falling away from the true principles of liberty. Ever since 
Gen. Jackson on some great occasions, when the fate of half the 
country was at stake, " took the- responsibility" the country has 
swarmed with a tribe of small statesmen who seem to think 
that the true secret of government is to set it aside and re- 
sort to mere force, upon the occurrence of the smallest diffi- 
culties. It may be well enough on great occasions to have one 
great Jackson ; but on every small occasion no one can imagine 
the danger of having a multitude of little Jacksons. Jackson's 
example is to be admired rather than imitated ; and the first 
may be done easier and safer than the last. 

Government was obliged to wait for a change in the feelings 
of the people. As soon as this change was manifested, one hun- 
dred and twenty men were raised in and near Springfield, and 
with this small force the governor started to Hancock. Before 
this force arrived there, it had increased to the number of two 
hundred. The motive for going over this time was to restore 
to their homes about sixty families of new citizens, not being 
Mormons, who had been driven away from their property, most 
of which had been stolen during their absence. The Mormons 
could not have been persuaded to return on any terms. The 
governor had no expectation of being resisted by the great body 
of anties, although he had attempted to bring some of them to 
justice for their crimes ; yet were they notoriously indebted to 
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him for being recalled to their homes when driven atray by the 
sheriff and his Mormon posse. He had been mainly instru- 
mental in indudng the great body of Mormons to leave die 
State ; he had effectually aided in protecting the county revenue 
from being collected and most probably squandered by the 
RhcrifT, whose only securities were Mormons about to leave the 
country ; he had also given effectual assistance in preventing the 
Miirmon county court from running the county in debt thirty 
or forty tliousand dollars, to pay the Mormon posse under 
Backinstos; and ho had, for the space of sevea months, obsti- 
nately re-fused to recall Major Warren's force stationed in Han- 
cock tor their pr<>tootion, though their recall was duly in- 
sisted upon by the strongest of the governor* political friends. 
During all this time, he had the anti-M'rmons at hi* mercy; 
during the dead, cold winter, when their expulsion from their 
homes woul<J have ruined them. I; was only to recall the mili- 
tary, and restore the diarge of keeping the peace to the sheriff 
But the anties did not (eel the least grateful for any of the 
good which had been done them. Tliey remembered only the 
evil. It appeared, that if they had any gratitude, it consisted 
alone in a livolv expectation of future favor. Indeed, durini: 
the wholo wiiiiiT that the governor was protecting them in their 
homes, and keeping their lives in their bodies, they never ceased 
cursing and abunng him. But the s;<^vonior had done these 
things because they were right, and was t^x* ■^t-nsihle a man to 
t'\p.vt any tluinks ; and they are now montionod, ti.^t to coni- 
]>lniii, but to illustrate a truth in matter«i of government, which 
is this : that he wlh< will prw«erve the confidence and affection 
>.'( a liieiion, must be with it every time, through right and 
wrong. This course the governor is not at lil>ert\- to take in a 
civil wnr, where Innh parses soek to trample the government 
under fivt, and where Imth of them in turn may need restraint. 
Ami yet if he doe* not take one side and keep it, no allowance 
ia made for his iH«tiUon ; ho it judged of as an individual &» 
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tionist -would be; he is charged with being first on one side, 
and then on the other, and on every side; just as if he had no 
public duty to perform, but was at liberty to take sides in the 
quarrel like a private man. 

Very much to his astonishment, when the governor arrived 
in Hancock, the anti-Mormons-were exceedingly bitter against 
him. Brockman was sent for ; the leaders assembled, and now 
commenced a series of the most vexatious proceedings. They 
could hardly find words strong enough to express their unaffect- 
ed surprise and astonishment at the impudence of the governor 
and the people of other counties in interfering, as they called 
it, in the affairs of Hancock. So far had the mob-scenes which 
they had passed through beclouded their judgmients, and so far 
had they imitated the Mormons in their modes of thinking, that 
they really believed that the people of Hancock had some kind 
of government and sovereignty of their own, and that to inter- 
fere with this was to invade their sacred rights. In their long, 
bitter, and angry contest with the Mormons, they had acquired 
most of the vices of that people, being hurried on by the inten- 
sity of bad passions to imitate their crimes, that they might be 
equal to them in the contest. This is one of the inevitable ef- 
fects of long-continued faction ; "and, accordingly, the presence 
of the Mormons for six years in that part of the country has 
left moral blotches and propensities to crime, a total dissolution 
of moral principle among the remaining inhabitants, which one 
generation passing away will not eradicate, and perhaps will 
never be effectually cured until they learn by long and dire ex- 
perience that the way of the transgressor is hard. 

After the arrival of the governor in the county, two public 
meetings were held by thS anties, one in Carthage and one in 
Nauvoo ; at both of which, it was resolved that they would do 
nothing whilst the State forces remain ; but believing that this 
force could be kept up only for a short time, they solemnly de- 
termined to drive out the proscribed new citizens as soon as the 
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vuluiitcere were withdrawn. As yet they were not aware of 
the change of opiuion against them ; they supposed that the 
people were imiviarsally in their fever ; and were as arrogant as 
a mob usually is when they believe ihenisehes able to triuaiph 
over their government. Our little force encamped at Nauvoo, 
on the north side of the great temple, protected to the north by 
a high stone wall. And whilst here, our sentinels were fired 
upon from a tavern near by, kept by a man who had recMitly 
kept a bouse in Illinois town as a place of refuge for the iMgues 
ill St Loui.v when bard prvssed by the police. At this tavern, 
*♦*•••♦. the murderer of Durfee; •****, a swarthy, grim and 
sanguinary tyrant ; ••♦«••, fresh from the Quincy jail on a 
charge • f rape ; ••*•••»♦. who had lately kept a livery stable 
in St. Loiii~ for tlic sale of stolen bor^-s : and Van Tuyl. an old 
womout, broken-down, «K!n.«rjiic New York politieian, took 
tlii'ir stand, as the anti-Mormon committee of the county, to 
watch our movements. The lino of the encampment were im- 
mediately extended so as to .nciudc this tavern ; martial law 
was declared, and the inhabitants within the lines of the encamp- 
ment were notified, that if the firing wa.'^ repeated, the ofiender 
would be shot or hung, according to the seutencc of a court- 
martial, and that the bouse ii.-elf would be demolished by the 
artillery. The shooting was not repeated. 

Hero a laughable matter occurred with a constable and Irish 
justice of the peace, lately elected br the antics to replace tihiu« 
who had been driven away. Tbew dignitArie^ broke through 
the line of sentinel", and were put under arrest ; but upon giv- 
ing their word t« Ih> forthcoming in the moniini;. to answer for 
their intrusion, they wcr«> discharged. Instivul of rettuming to 
their housea, they repaired to the tavern, and having reinforced 
tlieir cour»gx> l<y additional quantities of liquor, ihejr came again 
to the lines, ofllsring to bribe the sentinels to spike our cannon. 
Tbey were again arrested, and kept until nejit morning, when 
Miyor (.n^orge It. Weber, now in ooniitiand, appointed a oomV 
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martial to try them. The Irish justice relied much upon his 
power and consequence as a magistrate, and wanted to be ex- 
ceedingly noisy and disorderly during the trial. Major Weber 
ordered him to keep silence until called upon to speak. This 
the indignant dispenser of justice refused, with a proud swell 
of importance. With some force. Major Weber, taking him 
by the shoulders, squa* him down in a comer 5 but the magis- 
trate, rising, and still insisting upon his dignity and right to 
make a noise, was knocked down twice in succession by Major 
Weber, before he could be forced to keep silence. The magis- 
trate and constable were then condemned to be drummed around 
and out of the camp, to the tune of the rogue's march, whidi 
was done in good style, one very pretty morning. Such a crea- 
ture as this magisfarate, was the governor forced by the laws ol 
the State to commission as a justice of the peaces and such offi- 
cers as fiese did the anti-Mormons elect to assist him in keep- 
ing the peace. 

Dm-ing our stay here, Captain Robert Allen, with parts of 
his company and others, to the number of forty-four men, vol- 
unteered to make a secret expedition^ in the night to Carthage, 
in search of the State arms, having previously gained intelli- 
gence that a large number were concealed in tiiat village. The 
antics had stationed a committee near us to watch our move- 
ments, and as Capt. All^s men marched on foot, intelligence 
of their coming was conveyed to Carthage, and the arms re- 
moved to some other place of concealment before their arrival. 
Whilst this was going on, Major Weber, going the rounds out- 
side of the camp, discovered one of the anti-Mormon committee 
acting as a spy, lying upon a wall, looking into the camp, and 
tried to arrest him. Major Weber aimed to make the arrest 
without the taking of life, and instead of shooting, only struck 
at him with his pistol. This furnished a new pretext for the old 
trick of calling out the civil posse against us. Writs were 
sworn out, not only for the arrest of Major Weber, but also 

19 
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for Capt. Allen, for stopping some persons in the streets of 
Carthage, whilst searching for arms. These writs were intend- 
ed to be made the foundation of another call for the posse, and 
for our expulsion from tht- count j. TTie efibrt was made, but 
the mob party Ciile<l to enlist more than two hundred and fifty 
men. ^\"l had diminished ours, by dii-chargcs, to one hundred 
and twenty. But the mob hesitated to attack us without five 
or six times our number, and accordingly abandoned their de- 
sign of making the arrests. 

After staying in the county sexenteen .i.-iys, bong in no dan- 
ger except from secret assassins, having made diligent searth 
f >r the fire pieces of cannon and other arras belonging to the 
State, without success ; and as our offtcers and men published 
in a handbill, on the ground, having forced the assassiira and 
rut-throats there to endure the prcsHtce of the exiled citizens, 
the principal part of the force wa$ disbanded. Major Jackson 
and Captain Connelly were left with fifty men to remain until 
the 15th of Dwembor, IMd, before which day die legedature 
was to atiscmble, and it was expected that the ct^d of the win- 
iir would by that time pot an end to the anti-Mormon agita- 
tions, llus expectation was ivalited. Nothins puts an end to 
tlie continued enterprises of a mob sooner than the ecAd of 
winter. • 

Wo did not think worth while to arrt<t any one for previous 
rii'N, knowiitg as we did thai the Sidte could not change the 
trial to any other county, and that no one could be convicted 
ill 1 laiicock. In fiict, the anliirs niade their boasts that as thoy 
wore in the entir\' positcsaion of the juries and all civil officers 
«.f the county, no jury could lie obtained lhcrv> to ctwvict them. 
If Krockman or othors IkuI been arrrsted, m^ juM ice of the 
|Hvice would Imvo coinn>itti>l th*Mii for trial: if they had be«u 
tvmmittvd, ilio\ would l>;«\o Ihxmi tAinied loose by theaheriflTor 
the mob. And if thoy h;ui chivien to stand their trial. th«\v 
vn>rx> «<rt«ln not to be t»uvict«d. An elRirt to arrest and pros- 
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ecute these men ffoidd h'ave resulted' oflly -.in another triumph 
of the mob over government. In fact, there was no way to 
punish them, as former trials had shown, except by martial law ; 
^nd this course was utterly illegal. The governor believed that 
he could not declare martial law for the punishment of citizens 
without admitting that free government had failed; and as- 
suming that despotism was necessary in its place. He believed 
that to proceed in. such cases by martial law was to overturn 
the government, institute monarchy, and make himself a dicta- 
tor. If he erred in this, it was an. error springing from attach- 
ment to~the principles of civil liberty. Many were they who 
wondered that the governor did not do something to punish 
these men; and held him responsible just as if he actually pos- 
sessed the power of government ; just as if he possessed the 
power of appointing and rempying all the civil and- military, 
officers in the disaffected region, who; being independent of the 
governor, set up authority against authority ; and just as if he 
had a standing army at command, or with his single arm could 
make the people put down the people. Let his 9,dministraticin 
be what it may in these difficulties, yet.it. illustrates the princi- 
ple which most of all I desire to illustrate in , this history ; 
which is, that government is naturally forced to be a type of 
the people over whom it is instituted. The people are said to 
be the masters, and public officers the servants, and such is the 
fact ; but with this feet let it be remembei-ed that wherever the 
relation of master and servant exists, the proverb of " like mas- 
ter like man " -will apply. If the people will have anarchy, 
there is no power short of despotism capable of forcing them to 
submission; and the despotism which naturally gr.dws out of 
anarchy, can never be established by those who are elected to 
administer regular government. If the mob spirit is to con- 
tinue, it must necessarily lead to despotism ; but this despotism 
will be erected upon the ruins of government, and not spring 
out of it. It has been said that one great party in this country 
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is secretly in &vor of monarchy. If this were true, that party 
could not sooner or more eflfectuany accomplish their purposes 
than to lend their aid in creating a necessity for it. Let them 
but encourage " every nian to do that which seemeth good in 
his own eyes," and God will give them a king, as he gave one 
to the Jews for the hardness of their hearts. This simple quo- 
tation from Scripture is a vivid description of anarchy ; of that 
state of disorder, when men will consent to be slaves rather 
than without tJic protoction of govemmeat: when mes fly from 
the t \ ranny and misrule of the many-headed mon^^tor for pro- 
tection to tli<' despotism of one man. The giving of a lung to 
the Jews is referred to as a spedal providence of God. But it is 
a fundamental law of man's nature from whidi he cannot escape, 
th.it des|xiti>m is obliged to grow out of general anarchy, as 
surely as a stone is obliged to ikll to the earth when left unsup- 
ported in the air. Without any revealed ^[>ecial [iro\-ideooe, 
but in accordance with this great law of man'~ nature, Cromwell 
rose out > if the disorders of the English revolution : CharK-s the 
Second was restMnxi to di-s[<«tism by the anarchy which suc- 
ceeded Cromwell ; and Bonaparte came forth (rom the misrule 
of republican Franco, The people in all tlioso cases attemptad 
to goveni ; but in fiioi. did not. They were incapable of self^ 
govenimei'.t ; and by returning to despotism, admitted that they 
needed a inaj>ter. \Vher«? the people are unfit for liberty ; 
where they will not be I'r** without violence, license and injii» 
tiiH« to oiIhts ; where they do iK>t deserve to be free, nature it- 
self will give them a master. No form of constitution era 
make them fVc* and keep them so. On the contrarr, a pe<^ 
who are fit for and deserve liberty, cannot be easlaved. 



CHAPTER XIT. 

RiotB in Massac county in 1846 — Robbery in Pope connty— The regulators— Their pro- 
ceedings — Arrests made by them — The torture and confession of their prisoners — 
The rogues vote for the county officers of Massac in 1046— Extorted and bribed 
evidence to implicate the sheriff and others, by the opposing candidates-rThe sheriff 
and others ordered to leave the county — Many whipped, tarred and feathered, and 
some drowned — Arrest of the rioters— They are rescued by the regulators— Judge 
Scales' charge to the grand jury— Indictments against the regulators — ^Threats to 
lynch the judge and the grand jury — Order to Dr. Gibbs, and reason for such an 
order — His proceedings under it — The militia refuse to turn out — Inefficiency of 
well-disposed moderate men in such times — A few bold, violent men, can govern 
a county, and how they do it— The reasons why the militia would not turn out — 
Attack on old Mathis, his wife shot, be is carried away, supposed to have been 
murdered — The regulators arrested, given up by the sheriff, prisoners tulien to Ken- 
tuclty— Some of them drowned — Proceedings of the new governor and the legisla- 
ture, then in session- District courts provided to evade the Constitution against 
changes of tho venue in criminal cases — The disturbances die away of themselves — 
The situation in 1842 compared with its condition in December 1846, 

Whilst the Mormons and their adversaries were at war in the 
county of Hancock, a little rebellion, less in numbers but equal 
in violence, was raging in the county of Massac, on the Ohio 
river. It has heretofore been mentioned, that an ancient colony 
of horse-thieves, counterfeiters, and robbers, had long infested 
the counties of Massac and Pope. - They were so strong and so 
weU combined together, as to insure impunity from punishment 
by legal means. In the summer of 1846, a number of these 
desperadoes attacked the house of an aged citizen in Pope 
county, and robbed him of about $3,500 in gold. In the act 
of committing the robbery, one of them left behind a knife 
made by a blacksmith of the neighborhood, by means of which 
he was identified. This one being arrested, and subjected to 
torture by the neighboring people, confessed his crime, and 
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gave the names of his associates. These again being arrested, 
to the number of a doien, and some of them being tortured, 
disclosed the names of a long list of confederates in crime, 
scattered through several counties. The honest portion of the 
people now associated themselves into a band of regulators, 
and proceeded to order all suspected persons to leave the coun- 
try. But before this order could be enforced, the election fi-r 
county officers came on in August 1846, and those who were 
suspected to be rogues all threw their votes one way, and, as it 
was asserted, thereby insured the election of a sheriff and other 
officers in the coimty of Massac, who were opposed t.' the pro- 
ceedings of the regulators, and not over zi-.il<^>u$ in enfomng 
the laws, TTie county of Massac pn <• about five hundred vott-s, 
and out of thc«e John W. Read, the succi-ssful candidate for 
sheriflT, received about three hundred majority. His opponent 
was a wealthy citi«9i, and. as it appeared, not very popular, but 
his influence over his fnends was almost unlimited. Thrr« was 
another uii.successful candidate for county clerk, of t)u- same 
description. These two put thrins^lvi^ at the head of their 
friends in Pope and M.-iss.no. Ami being assisted by large 
numbers from Paducah and Smithland, in Kontiicky, they pro- 
ceeded to drive out and punish all suspected ivrsons. and to 
torture them, to force them to conibss and diackise the namc« 
of their confederatoo. By this means the numbers implicated 
in criino wore increased everj- day. The nuvie of torture ajv 
pliwl to thene jMHiple, wt»s to take thorn to the Ohio river, and 
hold them imder wafer, until they show»>l a willingness to con- 
l<"w, t">tlier8 had n>[H~i tied aroimd their "bodies or^T their 
arm*, and a »tick twisted into the ropis until their ribs and 
diiles wore onished in by force ef the pressure. S,^nlo ol" the 
[MToons wl»o were maltreated in Jhia way, obtained warrants 
lor the arrent >»f the regulitors, Tb(>«ie warrants werv put into 
the hands of the shorilT, who arre«ited some of the otR>ndors ; 
but Ujo pt'r«on8 arr«at«d wv<rt> rvaeaed out of jail in a short time 
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by- their friends. Shortly after this, the regulators ordered the 
sheriff and county clerk, together with the magistrate who issued 
the warrants, to leave the country, under the penalty of severe 
corporal punishmeat. It appears that by means of torture and 
bribery, some notorious rogues had been induced to accuse the 
sheriff, the county clerk, and the magistrate, of being members 
of the gang of robbers ; and it was upon this pretext that they 
were ordered to leave ike country. 

In this condition of things, application was made in August 
1846, to the governor, for a militia force to sustain the con- 
stituted authorities of Massac. This disturbance being at a dis- 
tance of two hundred and fifty miles from the seat of govern- 
ment, and in a part of the country between which and the seat 
of government there was but very little communication, the 
facts concerning it were but imperfectly known to the governor, 
for which reason he issued an order to Brigadier-General John 
T. Davis, of Williamson county, to examine into it, and if he 
judged it necessary to call out the militia. Gen. Davis pro- 
ceeded J» Massac, called the parties together, and, as he be- 
lieved, induced them to settle their difficulties ; but he had no 
sooner left the county, than violence broke out afresh. The 
regulators came down from Pope, and over from Kentucky, 
and drove out the sheriff, the county clerk, the_ representative 
elect to the legislature, and many others ; they committed ac- 
tual violence by whipping a considerable number, and threat- 
ened summary punishment to every one, rogue or honest man, 
who spoke against their proceedings. This is the great evil of 
lyndi law. The lynchers set out with the moderate and hon- 
est intention of exterminating notorious rogues only. But as 
they proceed, they find opposition from many honest persons, 
who can never divest themselves of the belief, that the laws of 
the .country are amply sufficient for the punishment and pre- 
vention of crime. The lynchers then have to maintain their 
assumed authority, in opposition to law and regular govern. 
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inent, and they arc apt to be no less arbitrary and violent ni 
BO doing, than tyranny generally is in maintaining ite preten- 
sions. For this reason they think they must crush all opposi- 
tion, and in this mode, that which at first was merely a war 
between honest men and rogiies, U converted into a war be- 
tween hf mt'st men alone, one party contending for the sopremaey 
of thf laws, and thcMihrr maintaining its own aasamed andiority. 
Not long after ilicse events, die drcoit court was held for 
Massac Judge Scales delivered a hrrr.ng ohuge to the grand 
jiirk against the jrooeedings of the regulators; the grand jury 
fbiind indictments again-t a nnmber of them. Warrants were 
issued upon the indSctmcnta; quite a number were arrested by 
the f^herifl* and committed to jail. The regulators .■i.'«s<<mbled 
from Ki'iitucky and the neighboring countie'^ in Dlin<Hs, with 
the avowed intention of reK-i-ins the prtsooers. Hwy threat- 
ened to lynch Judge Scatoa, if he ever returned again to hold 
court in Maaaac ; and they • TOi-rt^ the membera of the grand 
jury and the witnesses Ix-l'ire them, to leave the coantry under 
pain of corporal )nini>hment. The sheriff set about summoning 
a i».v„ I., secure his pri-->ncrR, to n---.-: tlie regulators, and to 
innintain the authority of foveminonl. But non- was the reign 
of tormr indeed. Hie regulators by their violence had struck 
terror into aU niodorato men. who, although they disapproved 
of their proeccdiaga, were afraid to join the shi^rifC for fear of 
being involrod in the fate of the h[>rs^»4luovcs. These moder- 
ate men, who di.<<«ppn>\-ed of the proceedings of the regulators, 
were in a majority of three to I'no in the county ; but sueh is 
th.' ineflidonov of nunii'rato men, that one lx>ld darii^ man of 
violonw can l^•norally ov, rawe and terrify a diyn-n of thenu 
I'or this rt-tt-Mw the sheriff fiiil.xl to raise a fJ^rw among dta 
repui.iMo motlerate men of the c»wnty, and «-«.<! jointxl onlv, for 
the most part, by »ixiv or seventy inon, wht» had been ordered 
to lonvo the country, many oi" whom were known to b« noto- 
rious roguoa. 
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, The regulators marched down to Metropolis oity, the county 
seat of Massac, in much greater force. A parley ensued be- 
tween the sheriff's party and the regulators ; and it was finally 
agreed that the sheriff's party should surrender under a promise 
of exemption from violence. The regulators then took possess- 
ion of the jail, liberated their friends confined in it, carried sev- 
eral of the sheriff's posse along with them as prisoners, and 
murdered some of them, by drowning them in the Ohio river. 
The sheriff and all his active friends were again ordered to leave, 
and were driven out of the coimtry. 

The sheriff, the representative to the legislature, and another 
gentleman, then proceeded to see the governor, who was then 
at Nauvoo, in Hancock county, with a military force, endeavor- 
ing to reinstate the exiled citizens of Hancock. As he was now 
within twenty days of the expiration of his office, he was lothe 
to begin measures with the Massac rioters, which he feared 
might not be approved or pursued by his successor. Besides 
this, from all former experience, he was perfectly certain that 
it would be entirely useless to order out the militia for the pro- 
tection of horse-thieves. He 'well knew that the militia could 
not be raised for such a purpose. He therefore issued an order 
to Dr. William J. Gibbs, of Johnson county, authorizing him 
to call upon the militia officers in some of the neighboring coun- 
ties, for a force to protect the sheriff and other county officers, 
the magistrates, the grand jury and the witnesses before them, 
and the honest part of the community. Dr. Gibbs proceeded 
to Massac, and calling to his assistance two justices of the peace, 
he required the regulators to come before them and establish 
their charges, so that he could know who were and who were 
not rogues, to be put out of the protection of law. The regu- 
lators declined appearing before him, wherefore the doctor ad- 
judged that there were no rogues in Massac county, and that 
all were entitled to protection against the regulators. He pro- 
ceeded to call for the militia of Union and other counties; but 

19* 
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notwithstanding the doctor \md adjudged that there were no 
rogues in Massac, the militia knew to the contrary, and as was 
foreseen by the governor, the militia refused to turn out for" 
their protection. Thus the regulators were again 1^ undis- 
puted masters of the county. They now assembled themselves 
together, caught a number of suspected persona, and tried them 
by a committee: some were acquitted, others convicted, and 
were whipped or tarred and feathered. The numbers impli- 
cated with the counterfeiters, increased rather than diminished. 
Many pentons who had before been considerM honest men, 
were now implicated, which increased the excitement. Many 
who were formerly in &vor of the regulators, now left them, 
and disiipproved •>!' their conduct The one party was called 
" Reguhitors," the other " FUoheada." 

A party of about twenty- regnlataia went to the house of an 
old man nahied Matfais, to arrest faiim and forc« Um to give' 
evidence of the guilt of certain person* of the neighborhood, 
and of some who had been inmati-<i of his house. He and his 
wife rtsisted the arrest. The old woman being unusually 
strong and active, knocked down one or. two of the partv'with 
her fists. A pun was then pn-sented to ber breast accompanied 
by a threat rf blowing ber heart out if she continutxi her re- 
sistance. She caught the gun and shoved it downwards, when 
it wont off and shot her through the thigh. She was also 
struck several blows on the head with tiw guB-barrei, inflicting 
considerabl* wounds, knocking her dnwn in her turn. The par- 
ty captured the old man Mathis and carried him awav vrith 
them, aimv which time he luut not been heard o^ but if sup- 
I^iomhI to liave be«i niundonxi. The reguhwt.rs sayth.it the 
hluH)ting of tl«e oKi lady was acoidental. SShe made the prop»>r 
nlVulavit for the purpose of having the |H>rp«<ratt>rs of the crime 
amwted. The pivp«'r autluiritice stuxvt^drd in arrvdting alwit 
t.n of them. They were carried to the Metropolis hmc* in 
MotropoUa city, and then.> placed under a guard, while aaanh 
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was made for the old man MatHs, who was desired as a witness 
gainst the prisoners. The news of their arrest having gone 
abroad, it was rumored all over the country that the Flatheads 
intended to put them to death if they failed to convict them. 
This brought out a large force of regulators for the avowed pur- 
pose of rescuing the prisoners. They marched to Metropolis 
city, where they found the sheriff with a party about as numer- 
ous as their own. Various, attempts to compromise the diffi- 
culty without the effusion of blood were made ; but this could 
be effected only by the unconditional release of the prisoners. 
After getting their friends from the sheriff's party, the regulators 
arrested several of the sheriff's guards and delivered them to the 
Kentuckians, to be dealt with as they saw proper. In attempt- 
ing to arrest one man they fired at him twice without injury, 
when he surrendered ; and as he was lead down stairs he was 
stabbed from behind by one of the regulators; and 'he having 
screamed murder in consequence of his wound, a Methodist 
preacher who commanded one of the regulating companies ex- 
claimed, " Now they are using them as they should be." * The 
wounded man was said to be respectable, and upon good 
authority, was represented to be an honest, industrious young 
man. The man who stabbed him had before had a personal 
difBculty with him, and sought this means of getting revenged. 
Thus it is, when regular government is prostrated and the laws 
trampled under foot, apparently for the best of purposes, men 
will avail themselves of the prevalent anarchy to revenge their 
private quarrels ; in a short time the original purpose for which 
force is resorted to will be forgotten ; and instead of punishing 
horse-thieves and robbers, those who drop the law and resort 
to force, soon find themselves fiercely contending to revenge 
injuries and insults, and to maintain their assumed authority. 
The prisoners taken away by the Kentuckians were mostly 

* See volume of Illinois Keports for 1846-"r, p. 96. Senate Documents. 
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suspicious characters ; one of them resided in Laaalle coanty 
neiir the Illinois river, but had resided several months at Me- 
tropolis in settling the ai&irs of an estate, and whose only ot 
fence vas that be had taken an active part in arresting and 
securing the prisoners just now released. He was tied together 
with the other prisoners, and all of tbem takoi off towards P»- 
ducah. I^ctfcrs were received from the regulators by their 
friends in Springfield, in which they give an account of what 
they had done with several of these persona. They wrote that 
several of thrm '* had gone to Arkansas," by which was under- 
stood tlmt thry bad drowned their priaoners in the Ohio river, 
and left their bodies to float with the current in the direotion to 
Arkansas. On the 23d of December. 1846, a convention of 
regulators from the counties of Pope, NLi'^-^^n- and Johnson, met 
at Golconda, and ordered the sheriff of Haaaac, the clerk of the 
county court, and many other citizens, to leave tiie country 
within thirty davs. The sheriff and many oiiurs left the coun- 
try, and were abacnt all winter. The new governor and tiie 
legialature then in session, were busy all winter in devi>ii^ 
measures to suppn-^s these ilks(url^aiKx>s ; but nothing effov-tual 
was lioiic. The legislature piisacd a law, the coiiMtitutionality 
of whicli was doubled by many, authorinng the govenior when 
he was satisfied that a crime had been committed by twenty 
persona or more, to iasue his proclamaiiitn : and then the judge 
of the cirvuit was authorisiHl to hM .i >li>trict court in a large 
district, embracing several couii(io«. By this means it was 
sought to ovnde iho constitution and take the trial out of the 
county where the crime wns iximmitted. against tiie will of the 
accii«o.l. In other words, it wsa believed that in litis indiivct 
nunlo the Sinto i\>uld entitle ii.s«<]f to a change of venue incrim- 
iniil cnsMs against the will of ibe prisoner. t)ur former expe- 
rieiux' liad abundantly showed that when orinu^ had been com- 
mitted l>y poweriVil combinations >.f num, the guilty never etwid 
be «>nvicted in the counties in which the crimes had been com- 
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mitted. I have never learned whether any proi3eedings have 
taken place under the law ; but so it is, no one has yet been 
punished ; the disturbances in Massac have died away. And 
whether they died away naturally, being obliged like every- 
thing else, to come to an end, or whether the rioters were de- 
terred by the provisions of the foregoing act of the legislature, 
is unknown to the author. 

In the conclusion of this history, the author must be permit- 
ted to indulge in a slight restrospection of the past. In 1843, 
when he came into office, the State was in debt about $14,000,- 
000, for moneys wasted upon internal improvemelits and in 
banking; the domestic treasury of the State was in arrear 
1313,000 for the ordinary expenses of government; auditors' 
warrants were freely selling at a discount of fifty per cent. ; the 
people were unable to pay even moderate taxes to replenish the 
treasury, in which not one cent was contained even to pay 
postage on letters to and from the public offices ; the great 
canal, after spending five millions of dollars on it, was about to 
be abandoned ; the banks, upon which the people had relied for a 
currency, had become insolvent, their paper had fallen so low 
as to cease to circulate as money, and as yet no other money 
had taken its place, leaving the people wholly destitute of a cir- 
culating medium, and universally in debt ; immigration to the 
State had almost ceased ; real estate was wholly unsaleable ; 
the people abroad terrified by the prospect of high taxation, re- 
fused to come amongst us for settlement ; and our own people at 
home were no less alarmed and terrified at the magnitude of 
our debt, then apparently so much exceeding any known re- 
sources of the country. Many were driven to absolute despair 
of ever paying a cent of it ; and it would have required but 
little countenance and encouragement in the then disheartened 
and wavering condition of the public mind to have plunged the 
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State into die irretrierable infiuny of open repudiation. Tbi« 
is by no means an exaggerated picture of oor a/birs in 1842. 

In December, 1846, when the author vrent out of office, the 
domestic debt of the treasury, instead of being $313,000 was 
only 131,000, with #9.000 in the treasnry ; auditors' warrants 
were at par, or very nearly so : the banks had been pat into 
liquidation in a manner just to all parties, and so as to maint a in 
the character of the State t'< >r moderation and integrity : violent 
connaels were rejected ; the notes of the banks had entirely dis- 
appeared, and had been replaced in circuUtioD by a re&s<:>nable 
abundance of gold and sUver coin and the not'-^ of $i'>!rent 
banks of other States ; the people had verr generally paid their 
private debts; a very considerable portion of the State debt 
had been paid also; about three milli'ii'' of doIl,ir< had been 
paid by a sale of the public property, and by pattin<; the bank 
into liquidation ; and a sum of five millions more had been ef- 
fecttially provided ff>T to be paid aAer the completion <^ the 
canal ; being a rcdnctitxi of eight million'^ of the Slate debt 
which had been paid, redeemed, or provided I'^r. whilst the au- 
thor was in oflice. The St.ito itseIC althoogh broken, and at 
one time discredited, and a by-word thraiighout the dvilised 
world, had to ilio a>t.>iii*linunt of every one been able to bor- 
row on the credit of its property, the lurther wm of $1,600,000 
to finish the oanal ; and that great work, at one time so hopeless 
and Ko nearly abandoned, is now in a fiur way of completion. 

The people abroad have once more begun to stek this good- 
ly land for tJioir future homes. Prom 1S43 until 1846, our 
|><>puh>ii'>n mpidly Incrp.i.'X'd ; and is now inorcttsii^ filter than 
it over did Inforo. ( >ur own people have become contented 
and Imppy ; and iho former diixredit resting upon them abroad 
for siippotuHl wilful delinquency in paying the St.ife debt, no 
longer exists. 

It ii) a just pride and a high satisliiction fi^r the author to feel 
and know that he haa been somewhat instrumental in produc- 
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ing these gratifying results. In this history he has detailed all 
the measures of the legislature which produced them ; and if 
these measures did not all originate -with him, he can rightfully 
and justly claim that he supported them with all his power and 
influence, and has faithfully endeavored to carry them out with 
the best ability he could command. ]?or so doing, he has had 
to encoimter bitter opposition to his administration ; and enmi- 
ties have sprung up personally against himself which he hopes 
will not last forever. For although he wants no office, yet is 
he possessed of such sensibility, that it is painful to him to be 
the subject of unmerited obloquy ; and for this reason, and this 
alone, he hopes that when those of his fellow-citizens who disap- 
proved of his administration in these particulars, have time to 
look into the merits of these measures, and see how they have' 
lifted the State from the lowest abyss of despair and gloom to 
a commanding and honorable position among her sisters of the 
Union, they will not remember their wrath forever. 



THE END. 
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DAY AM) THOMSON'S MATHEMATICAL SEEIES, 

FOR SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES. 



T. TABLE BOOK. (Eevised and Enlarged.) This work 

is designed for Primary Schools In which the elementary steps of Arithmetic are 
usually taught orally or by dictation. It is constructed upon the plan, that aa soon 
as a pupil learns a fact or principle in Arithmetic, he should be taught its applica- 
tion and begin to practice it. To this end the Tables, both in Simple and Com- 
pound Numbers, are first made familiar by mental exercises, and then are applied 
to exercises upon the slate. 

n. MENTAL AEITHMETIC; or, First Lessons in 

Numbers. (Revised and Enlarged.) This work is designed to furnish a series of 
Mental Exercises in Numbers, adapted to the capacities of beginners. It com- 
mences with practical examples rebiting to objects with which children are famil- 
iar; the numbers at first are small, the transitions gradual, and the first question 
inrolrlug a new principle is carefully analyzed so as to affbrd a model of reasoning 
for the solution of similar examples. It contains all the Tables in Simple and Com- 
pound Numbers. 

ni. EUDIMENTS of AEITHMETIO; or, Slate and 

Blackboard Exercises. (Revised and Enlarged.) This work is designed for begin- 
ners in Written Arithmetic, and carries them through the Compound Rules. 

rV. AEITHMETIC AL ANALYSIS; or, Higher Mental 

Ariihmelic. This work is designed as a Sequel to the First Lessons in Numbers, 
and is calculated for older pupils, or those who have bad some practice in Intellect- 
ual Ariihmotic. It lakes up the subject where that work leaves it, and applies the 
princi pies of Analysis to the solution of a great variety of examples not found In other 
works of the kind. 

V. PEACTICAL AEITHMETIO. (Eevised and En- 

largeil.) The Practical Arithmetic has Just been carefully revised and re-stereotyped. 
Several hundred new and ingenious e^^amples have been added, with many other 
improvements. This work is designed for general use in Public Schools and Acade- 
mies, and contains all th&subjects requisite to a thorough business and pHtfessionat 
education In the languageof a distinguished teacher, " In nearly every Ajrticle, some- 
thing is gained in the mode of presenting the subject, perspicuity and precision 
being remarkable throi^hont.'' 

^* This is the Jirst school bookjn which the standard units of Weights and Meas- 
ures adapted by our government, in 1834, were published. 

VI. KEY TO PEACTICAL AEITHMETIC. (Eevised 

and Enlarged.) This work is prepared for the use of Teachers only. In addition 
to the answers, it exhibits the method of solving most of the examples, with the 
results of the several steps in the operation. 

VII. HiaHEE AEITHMETia This work is intended 

for advanced classes in Schools and Academies. It gives a full development of 
the philosophy of Arithmetic and its various applications to commercial and scien- 
tific purposes. 
* The fact that the Higher Arithmetic is adopted as a Text book in examining 
students for admission into YaJ.e College^ is a practical recommendation of the work, 
which teachers and the friends of that venerable institution cannot fail to appreciate. 
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Vin. KEY TO HIGHER AEITHMETIC. This work 

it praparad Inrlhi amof Tmcbrn only. B«i4« Uw mnsvatB lo >U ibo qtMaUoM, 

It eihlblu Ibe mode or lolTtag Ux iiHira diaieott example*, with Ibe ranUia of ite 

•oTecBl tUft In Ums optnxkm. 

.*. Kmcb at III* above Arlihmrtla b euapkia In UmM. IVhlle Ibe laagiia^ (^ 
Um ruin and daOnlUmu or Ibe miat lblii( U purpoaalj the rian. Uw rTampka la each 
am all diflbrviil Ihm IbMe In ibe oUxn. Thti U a dtctalc of oommoa nnae, aad it ia 
belle'ed arlll ni«< Um approballon nf aranr pncueal 



EK. PLAKE TRIGONOMETRY. AND MENSURA- 
TION OF HEIGHTS AND Iii>TA.VCilS; mM m mimmtmry not <f 
tMt IfmlMTt and Cf of UtymiAma ; — ^Ad^ited to tk« m^hod of 
ijutruetion in Schools and Aeademiei. 

X. ELE^[ENTS OF SrRVEYING;— Adapted both 

to the want* of the laaraor aad the praetieal Sorrejor. (Pnb- 

luhed sooil) 
* 
! ZMitlnotlTa oharaotaariatioa of Day and Tliomxm^i Seriaa. 

j I. II u dfik-n-l laeonvtW 

\ S. It I* out ikro.i, ara^M*/, 

j i riK- ■ - 

j 4.11k- ^ ^_ ^ ^^ ^^ _ 

. i. Ii I... i-^i, , eafdla^lntai ■»«» la aaorvMaa priKn<rar7^; wdwrvu 

ii«-one \'^,.:,^.w lu Uw axptaaaUoa ar aRiiUwr auu It bv Haalf bMa anlaiaad wdf 

j ■■ "'■• l" "'■;■'-• are MTMaad r»««r«nW»t aad »•<•»«*•« ■fwckaalkoaa 

t U.»lj.r,>-.-.u ,1, !, |.. n.fliloiU IV »«•—-— ' 
rii.- . i..i,| va Rv atoMnUaa 
II.- M r ^ ,. ,- n^ranad opoa ibr p<tMlnl& ibai dwa to a r«an llv nwy rab 



i riK-,1, •!,, , t.. aad ralMan oaW'.trM'. ■ ,-— — — 

a. It tia« (h-.-- - ■ ' ■ " ■ ■ « .— ^— .- — -- . . . - * 



■Baiioa ai* pnalal aad ti valaL 
■ad opoa Ibr wtwapl^ Ibal &an la a r«aaM *> 
raaauaibouU ba braafki vtibia lb* naai Md 

~~^~^-^-,. av u>M Mad, 

•. Nolbtnc la takaa to trtmi^ mbleh raqalraa frmt. 
Id. Ucb HtDdpie b araAd; aaaUraad. aad fcOaavd br 
mak. lu appilraUoa IbnmaiMr aalaniaod. 
1 1. Tba iMddi nTaaaiMta aMi 



ud •yeraon , and Ibal IbM naaua 
M#a oT Ibe IpanMT. Tl> IbU 



Jh ?^"''<^***»** l»^l>lh«n>MnMadtaMcka run iiL, 

prtadpho npoa wblehtb^r an bMKt ^^ "" 

U. TbaennpleaaadpraMMWai* 



; r ' " ' ■ I" ' ' " '^ ""^ ■•III, ■,#«■ wmm panvfaaanwi aRvaaa^ 

. '^ l-*^ <*»*<■'> ■>«*«^ *■»•»>« <nMal«a«obMla>ataHU^JM»rMt«alidH 
lo •«,,«», MMwiw., ,114 _«,fc„ ^ .j,,,^ ^ (j,^^ ^ ,,,,;2riartB of liTSir^ 
,^.•'•,1^ dmilallaa of n>MBai>a<» AHibneiln^ darlM tb* bf«ar Mriod liaM ibak 
pouUuon. I. heliand to be .iib<Mii a panOh*. aad a»^*Su taSaKS?4SldS 
lb»i la lb. il tn i n iil m i l aa a. ef ibrtf .^wtw aama. ^^^ MH«aia»aRw 



RBOOMMBNOATION8. 

AiBORK Um numoroiM rwcaiatnendatioiia in fitror of tlu* Mri<« tikd 
pubUahftTi rB«p«(l/villy inrii* atl«ntioa l« tka f«UoviB{t:— 

>»». TV heal «vlde«« I on (i<« or Ibe Mimaiiea la vbleh I boM ibe iSTl ,. iw 

xr/ns^j^KL i*K. laa •« " "-si^t^ 



V^ ^ * **********'*****■■* **-*** » ** * <>»-»»*********»'»»**-»*^»*-%»»^ » *»3i»*w>yw*» a - » »*ftg !^ i 



IY*SON,& PHINNEY'S PUBLICATIONS. ■} 



From thti~.7^eackers of the Female J^ormal School of the City of JV&w ^^k. 
; ^^Th&'UBdersigDed have carefully examined "Thomson's Revised Practical Ari41i- 
pietic," and take pleasure la Btatjng that its definitions and rules are simple^ concise^ and - 
toviprehensive ; its modes of reasoning and analysis are clear and logical^ and the rear 
^ons for the rvJ.es fall and satisfactory. 

We have used the former edition of this work for several years past with much sat- 
isfaction; but the Revisedredition-jast issued is «nriclied. by. the adfliiion of several hun- 
dred new and well selected examples ■; also'bya liumber- of important principles re- 
specting D&mestic' aiCd Foreign .Exchange, Equations of Payments-^- JD'uties^&ic^ with 
much valuable-infbrrhalioh''pertainmg lo business transactions and matters of sciejtbej- 
not to be found in other books of the kind. 

Leonard Hazeltinb, Hbnrt Kiddle, 

Wm. Beldkm, J. H. Fanning, ' 

David B. Scott, S. H. Partridge. 

New York, Dec. 15th, 1853. 

From A. W. Johnstott, Esq., Principal of Canton JSca'demy, JV. T. 
I think *' Thomson's Revised Practical Arithmetic" th& best Aiithmetic published. 

From A, L. Macduff, A.I!d-,i Principal of Bergen Jlcademy^ JV. J. 
Gentlemen : — I have examined the Revised Edition of "Thomson's Practical Arith- 
metic" with great pleasure. The perspicuity of its arrangement, its easy and beautifiil 
connectedness, combined with its happy adaptation to the purposes of. practical busi- 
ness, render it the ne plus ultra of Arithmetics. 

JVoTw N. P, Stanton, A.M.., Principat.of Brockport .Coll£gia,te Institute, JV. Y. 
"Thomson's Practical Arithmetic" has been the text book in the schools, under my 
charge in the cities of Syracuse and Bufialo, also in the institution over which I am now 
placed. In my opinion, it excelled all otjbier Arithmetics at the time of its first publica- 
tion, and' the revised edition has no equal, N. P. Stanton. 
Brockport, N. Y., Dec. 24th, 1853. 

From D. Macauley, £sb^ Chairman of Book Committee^ Public Schools, City of 
Jtfeu} Orleans. 
Thomson's works require only to be known to be introduced into schools in which 
Arithmetic is considered ■ an important branch of siudy. We have examined them 
carefully, and have no hesitation in pronouncing them admirably fitted for schools of 
every description, atld superior, as a whhle, to any we have yet seen. 
New Orleans,. Nov. 9tb, 1353. 

From A. D, Stanley, A.M., Prof. Matkematicsi Yale College,- 
Thomson's "Practical Arithmetic" commends-itself>to teachersfor -the c/earmesff < 
and precision with which its rules and principles are stated, for the number and variety 
of examples it furnishes as exercises for the p'apiT, ahd -especially for the care which the 
author'has taken to present appropriate suggestions and observations, wherever they 
are needed tO'Clear up any difficulties that are likely to embarrass the learner. In rec- 
ommending the work as a class book for pupils, it is not unimportant to state, that the 
author has Jiim^elf kad much experienee-in-tke business of iastructionf and has thus. had 
occasion lo know where there was room for improvement in the elementaiy treatises in 
common use. Without such experience, no one can be qualified to prepare a class book 
for schools. 

From the Principals of the Public Schools, Mbany, JV. Y. 
Within the last few years, no less than ten different systems of Arithmetic have 
been more or less used in our schools. About two years since, in view of this evil, we 
examined several of the.more prominent Arithmetics, and agreed with perfe.ct unanim- 
ity upon Thomson's series, as the liegt adapted tq the wants of the pupij, and the gen- 
eral purposes of instruction. " " " . ■ ' . 

We are happy to say, that after a trial of more-tban two years, we are confirmed as 
to the excellency of the books, that they have grown in favor'by daily use, and that we 
have succeeded in making better arithmeticians than toy the use of any other books 
Samuel Steel, A. T. Baldwin, 

J. W. Buleley, Wm. H. Hughes, 

Wm., Janes, Wm. L. Martin, 

Robert Trumbull, Thos. W. Valentine, 

E. S. Adahs, Joel Marble. 

From Rev. S. J. May^ late Prin. State JVormal School, Lexington, Mass. 
I have given some time to the examination of Thomson's "Practical Arithmetic," 
and am happy in being able to speik of it in terms of high commendation. The plan 
is excellent, and the execution of the plan thorough. 



IVISON k. FHUniKT'S FUBLICATIOHS. 



»«a A. & WcLca, A.B^ Pri»eiral tf JtmmilU Omitm SOmU. 
I hira OMd TlKiiiuDa't Artihmatlcs obm^i one jmi In Ika laaUraUoa midcr mj 
ehugc, ud, u I think, tUnmrUf uiud Uutr nrM sn rt . In •niiwmiiil, iMnpieoUy, 
and pracSiian, tbtf tambt • eompMe matij tor Uw daftda In wtt oUmt «}««ih. I 
hMflllr irUh itai II1C7 ooald ba InindaoMl tnu> aU oar Sdioote. 

fivm H. W. Birm, OrarfuU ff tf. T. SUU M*rmtl tchMl, Primeval tf FUmt 
Umum SckmL 
I ttn Arm Tbo — nrt AfflbineUa • liUnaf* < 
•■X Itul ibelr aqml !• Bmrbm Is be (bond. Tbcr u* nil d 
ud In lbs ngkl Mf 10 be gnapad bj ibe pnpil, lad laiuMj I 



I darctopad at Iba rirlTwat^ 
ablj M bapfiM hii ■!■£ 



Thaw AriUunella am pnMrabta to any -jthm wUk vblek I aa> aeqaalniad, aad 
an emlMoUi wall adapted to tcbool p iii | iciaia 

fVMi Uu Prnctp^lt •/ UU PmUU S ct m l; Mim Smmtm, CL 

I baTa IlTaa Tboauoa'a ' PraeUeal Aiittaaaiie" aa eaialW a naraaal aa mj ttm» 

would pamuL I thtak It a work of atrf /nai ■««. Tbeala or H, whtek baabeea 

ably carried oat, appean to me to be naiaral and ph l loaopfctaaL Tka d^^aiian* aad 

rmin are exceedinciT dear, and will be «a^ andaniood bj Iboaa kr wboae hMractiaa 



tbar an darimed. Sulka It to aiy, ihal I comMct UIhe *•>( oT aO the anaDani worta 
or UM kind wtih wbleb I am agqnallad 1. H Lotkli. 

Wa fttllr eoaesr In Mr. Lorcira Tiewi nmcUac Tlin»anu>i opncUeal Ariibow- 
Ue," and are gmilfled 10 know thai tha Board or VlaUan hare adopted M tor ibe Pablle 
Soiioola of Ibia dlT. PacLATa Dancm. 

Wa. B. Wit. 

f\rtm N. L. Galuw 0. BABkia,Ono. Bl Ooac, Biqa, Pnarjpalr tf Of Pmilit M »ifa, 
JhrfArdia. 
BaTlnf earaMlr'amnlnad ThoaaoaiS •Pnetieal Artlkiaelk,' with ^aoW r«*>t 
anoa to lu adaptalMO to Iba waati vt oar MpOa, wa arc u wi il n uw l ol Ita a iw i hat ' y 
OTw any other work or tba kind wWek bat Uaa aadar 



Fnm C H. AimioaT. AJL, Fritarml ^ jlOnqp Oaaneal Aurtfau, X. T. 
I bare nerer be^MV bad ao nauijr yood arltbwallrlaae aadar av ebarfa at 1 
•Ino I began lo aae TboiaMa^ - PraeOeal* aad - Hlgk«» Attthaedoa. 



r*0m L. WnnaaiLU A.M., IV>/. </ JfeU. CMfialt H-ttmlt, nmUiam, X. T. 
I hare ben urine Winaana'* " Praeiioal ArlihaMitc* nboal a year aad a hall; aad 
II |[t«o> ma plaaanra to aj, that I lad It tha hmt faat V tkt kimd lAai i *a*a eaer 

fWw Prot N. W. Banotrr. A.M., ItMAaatv OWyaW fcaaaata. X. T. 
After a oomaant lue of TlioimaB'i ■■ Praolcar and ■' aichar" AiUhaaHa la Ihit 
luuimloo Ibr aaroral raar% I baUera than to ha iha ha« hooka aataal, la liw ^ 
meol 10 which they bel om . 

Ft'mm Gio. O. Ri>«a«T, Biq., PriM^el e^ TVoMn Oiaaan T>>«»<. .V. J. 
I ban Ibnned a tUm la TVhmdo'i " IliglMr At4ihaeUe,~ aad aa pailaaty all*- 
ted thai II U Juat «ch a imi book a vntj paaaar Mhool aaadk 

AVn M. Waan, A.M, rr^amaf ^ Naaufta .tiadiaip. JIT. r. 



I, A.M, r>4 mn tl tf HmmUfm J 
I kave examlaed with fmal ear* aad dnp lattna* T hna ae ' a S * Rhlbar ArHk- 
maila,' and am prapared 10 apeak with ••fa^v4>w fmr^ la Ita bahaK. I adopted m 
Itar mi uaebara' daa the autama paM. aad caa uuli aar. I nenr had a book aala a 

nilhTor wllhaolaaao wall pr^Muad tojad(«. Both la aanar aad aaaaatr I thiak 
I admliabla book, 

fWa J. W. Siaim A.M, fWaxaal rf StnmfrilU Jt—dmtm, X. T. 
I ban Ibund Thomaoa'a ' Ulahar Arttbaaua* enrythlac I aoaM wWk. h k br 
aulbebari workorthakladthalhaaenr baMip«bltAad,la aajr opli^oa. 

fWa a M. TaicT, A.B, fVtanpaf ^ afrmmm »n<iaa, .V T. 
TbomaoxV ' Piartleal ArllbnMle' baa bvaa aad In ate with marked aiiiiaa 
T1>v raaiier l« alraiily and JodlehMialy arta m ad. Aa a whola, t enaldar It »^«r»»r W 
an; «<-rfc oT ibe kUd I ban aao. 

»v»ai K. U. Rttaana, IVtae^^a' ^ Datnaa H<^ Mul. ITWvaau. 
nna'a Ariikaalka are b> ba daaliad a tan hoaka ahota all waika oa the 



Ttioauon' 
aumaiM. 



Prom W. L. Eaton, Prof. JUathematics^ Kalamazoo Branch University, Mich. 
^x. *^^^ , ]? **®®" examining several works on the subject of Arithmetic, (among 
them Adams , Davies', Perkins', &c.,) with a view to determine their relative merits, 
and I must give my unhesitating and decided preference for Thumson^s Series, 

R-om G. P. Williams, A.M., Prof, of Mathematics in the University of Michigan. 
I have examined the "Higher Arithmetic?' by James B. Thomson, A.M., and do not 
hesitate to say, that it gives a more full and complete development of the philosophy of 
Arithmetic, and its applicatioQ to commercial and business purposes, than any work of 
the kind with which [ am acquainted. 

Resolution of the Board of Education for the City of Detroit^ Mich. 
Resolved^ That Thomson's Series of Arithmetics be adopted as text books in the 
Public Schools of this city. 

JVomWM, H. Francis, Principal of the Union School, Detroit. 
I a,m of opinion, after fully testing t/iewi— having taken classes through the " Prac- 
tical" and " Higher" — that no other text books extant afford equal facilities for acquir- 
ing arithmetical knoioledge. 

From P. P. Cummins, A.M., Prof, of Languages in Loporte University^ Indiana. 
Permit me to say, after a careful examination, that Thomson's Arithmetics are the 
very best that have been presented to the literary public ; and as such, I have cordially 
adopted them, and would recommend them to the favorable notice of teachers in the 
West. 

From Prof. Edward Daniels, Geologist to the State of Wisconsin. 
I have examined Thomson's Series of Arithmetics, :uid regard them excellent books 
of their kind — far better than Ray's. Thomson's "Higher Arithmetic" is a matchless 
book, and should be in the hands of every advanced arithmetical student. 

'Prom Prof., C.T. Hindi an, Prin,of the Wesley an Seminary^ .Albion, Mich. 
Thomson's Arithmetics are the best extant. We have introduced them into our 
Seminary. 

From A. W. InqallS) Esq., Principal of Public School^ Chicago, III. 
I have no hesitation in saying that I consider each number in Thomson's Series of 
Arithmetics unrivaled. 

I fully concur with the above. 

H. J. Skiff, Prin. Chicago Academy. 

From Prof. C. C. Olds, Prin. of Rock River Seminary, Mount Morris, HI. 
I have, with much pleasure, examined Thomson's " Practical Arithmetic." It is 
admirably adapted to meet the wants of our Schools, and eminently worthy of public 
patronage. I hope it may meet with great favor in the growing West, and be regarded 
m its true light, as the best Arithmetic yet before the public. 

From C. S. Richards, A.M., Prin. Kimball Union .Academy, Meriden, JV. H. 

We can give no higher recommendation of Thomson's " Practical Arithmetic" than 
to say that, after a careful comparison with many other works of the kind, we intro- 
duced it into our Academy a year and a half since. It has exceeded our first estimation 
of Its excellence, and we would exchange it for no other text book of the kind with 
which we are acquainted. 

JJVom J. L. Spbncer,- A.B., Principal of .Amherst .Academy, Mass. 

No one can examine Thomson's "Practical Arithmetic," without being convinced 
that too much has not been said in its favor. I know of no treatise on Arithmetic so 
complete in its arrangement; none in which the principles are stated with such clear- 
ness and precision. 

From B. M. Hance, A.M., Principal of .Adrian Union. Seminary. 

I have critically examined Thomson's Arithmetics, and feel no hesitation in saying 
that they are the best text books upon the subject of Arithmetic with which I am ac- 
quainted. I have introduced them into the Seminary. 

From Porf. Oramel Has ford, 0/ Olivet Institute. 

I have no hesitation in saying that Thomson's "Higher" and "Practical" Arith- 
metics give a more complete and definite idea of the nature and relations of numbers, 
together with their application to business transactions, than any other works which 
h^e as yet been presented to the public. 



TVTSOIf Ic PBINNET's PUBLICATIOrrh. 



Frrm Pnt. 8. a G■IIl^ Brrmn Omtwtrritf, l*u Prim. </ PluUipt' O immm tr Scltmt, 
B*»t0m^ JUmsB. 
I ■m putlcnlafljr plniwd wtib the |>rmalcal duncur of lliamaca^ * PraEOal 
Arilbinetlc,** tbe rj/tummlU uid mmimrmJ afmwmicBt ot lla nafU, Ibe rtMttmtaa at Ike 
deOiimomi, lb« cItmrmetM wilb whleb liw nrtndpln are expUload uid lOualraled, mat 
ibt ooDctn, ict oirlidt '•'ViT. "tUi vhlch IM ntk« ara Malod. Mr. Thomna baa 
dona a (ood Hrnca bjr mnoTlac Horn iIm Ub4« or \Vri(lili and Maaaiuca aU de- 
DamlnaUoiia oal of lue, and by laUodaelBC UKiaa ardopml bj iha Gaaaral ConraaMoL 
The work, In flue, It well -^-r*— ' lo Ibe porpoaaa of inaraellaa. 

fVm R«T. ('. Purnca, /Via. SUU JCmrmmt Sttmi, Wut .Vntea, Jlra#<. 
Boaldai happIlT tetUag fotib a»d «amlal»l»» Ibe tommcm prliiclplaa of oBabew and 
ttaeir appllealiaaa, innniannK Ibe iane byappraprlaseexaiBplBa bothabamdaDd prnfr- 
Ileal, TlKMiiaoa'a ■* Hlgber Anibmellc'' eoalalaa ana; «a(iniUai>«, Id rmaid lo Ibe aa- 
lure ornumben and laodea of opetaUooa, wblch an rmgnu^ms aod m^wl, 

Ava Hoo. JoDoa Bla< «a«. AJI, CUn>«Ma •/ Uw B—t4 tf Dttsml rutun >/' tlu 
aifmf .Vnr MeMw, O. 
I bare exaroioed wilb atunUoa llnaMaa'a ■* Praoieal AitlbaeUe,* and eoaiMar It 
decklodljr Ih« beat worti Ibr lacnkaUac and UlaMnUag Ibe pftadplaa and pneUee of 
ArlUuDoUc wblcb I haTe erv ape*. 

AlameMlaiaribe Board of Sdnol TMion oTIIm Pint Scteol SocMf onksCttr 
of New llairan, CX, dolr waflied aad eoanaed— 

rtM, Thai Ibe - PnAKal .AnibnMle,* hj Jamaa B. Ikoaaao^ AJU, be iracrib- 
ed Ibr lue b]t each Kbool of ibb •oetc<7. H. G. Lawu, See. 

Pnm Uu PmrfJt •/ U« frntltt tttmtit la He CUy •/ .Viw r«r*. 
Afler a earafal examiaatkoa of Tbomna^ ~ Practleal Antbaxue.'' w« rbmrfteDr 
VCfnm oar baaftjr appnballoa of U. UaTtair nrd ihe w«k la oar Saboola, we m 
tna lo la; ibal we daen II beuer afapied to ibe purfnea of laairacilaa Ibaa aar other 
lexl book or the kiad wiib wblob «• He acquiaied. 

WiiLua BaLB», Jwi< P»TT«aaos, Ktt. BmrB. 

l.aanieD HtiiiTua, . Joas II r^naxm, Taoau P. On*. 

A. K. Vta Vtara, M. J- Otioaxau, Mum W. Poi, 

Uatib P>Taa>oa, Caoaat Mooaa, i. A. Ptaan.m. 

M'liuta n. Raerc. Cmtmix* K Pau, B. 6. Barra. 

Katsasiil W. t>T>a*. WiLuui H Wao% tVuxiAa W. Sa:ra. 

fV« lloa. Ia> M*TB«w. sar'i- •( P^Mu faMrwrUaa. 5tau r' .«i. !:/-<• 
Fur Ibe laai ihiruea feart I hare mrea mvuj a n aaUoa lo ibe mbin-'. . ' \r ihne- 
lie— In the aehaot-nKMB and la Ibo •lad; — wlui i l tn a l* lo nipplilac or feetnc mp- 
iillnll drArlporlea la exIMIaa WMk^v and obulBlaii a «■<« adaplei lo ibe waM» ot m. 
deau nf all Kradee— a MflM rrtnli^ re UUery aM •racMW la lU a^uatMU. 

AHpt ihe moM ouefal examlnaUoa, I an IWif mUi$xi Ibal <arh i%>lain<' la On 
•erin under «>mMeraUOD b aBflTalW<d TUm kvMba*, m a waoLa, I rrcaid r>a« 
•"^ T%mms»m't Srrw* ttf .frttAmHf* Uf Ami / *«e# eeir rep*. 1 tlull nK^Mnmrtid 



Ibeir InUudueUoa laio Ibe ^cboob of ibl> Male. I IraM th^ atU g« lato paeral ■ 
fVna PmT. D. M. «a>B«a. ef M>rlt,fn OwTrW C»Uf*, %rwr .*>«er. 
Tbouith I WB« bIcMjr iraiUM wlib ThoanraS • Ktaher .^ti U Mae m ^ aaaa I 
amlnallon. 1 «*» utaiDle lo anpiwelale lu real worth aaUl I had •>«■ Ibe Mc^ai 
and mpldlr aiaMartac, b]r lu Vetp. ibe diMnUi paiu of AnUuaaUc. Ow SaMftei 
of Publlr baUueUoe Haa aw •aW ■»• awrl >a ■» hmlnl/. 



»>Mi Hna n. I. fSaeam .*m^. ^ r^Un Sttiiwit, flliaeu. 
Dk/ aad Tb»«u>>D<> HmIm of AnthoteUn la the »eM f »a». erer .wa. 

*V.a Hoo. N..1 1. ^ I'lora, Joeara Cit.i.a>na, \ViLU>a Ttraaaoa. \V. K. Pvita, 
tmd J. P II >«p\. ClMeamer ^ t*r .ttaM .«r»M> •• r^areriva. 
We haea eotainlnoil !>.< aad TtmanaV .\nihatMlrBl a>e>«s aa.1 dnd ibeni mne- 
rtor lo •» other •!»*• .-f iW klad wlib whieh w* are aeoaalMnl, aad ihlak that iba 
IniertMia or ottit-AiK>ii avMiKI Ih* sdrMicml ^t 't "T Inlin d aillia n iai I lii-laiu ihafh^ 

■KW •l«l lIlBh .•VlK>.a«.*lho«l.lc .<f lll.n,.;.. .V.— ~— •^<«— ■ 

\\f thr<-Ti\M\ aad riilljr eonear la ibe alK«ve < 

H..X W » M'Miaax. I >ru< !...< and P?M. of Ibe INnale. 

Ilo. Tn.<<<» U Kiir>T>i.. l>T>v oi Ihe llllBol* Male BdaeailnHKhiatab 

liu< M. B»4M»«, ». w. K..«.i»., .\.CVaratl.^ r - r— ». 



»%»»•*<*>»»*»■ 



